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COND SOUTH SCENE
OF WORST FIRE OF YEAR

f

: "Disa;trous Blaze Tackled in

Good Shape by ‘C.hief Glore

'And His Men, Who Rescue Women in Their Night
Clothes and Save Stock Exchange, Walker's Bank

And Adjacent Business

Houses: From Destruction at

| /' An Early Hour This Morning — No Estimates of
Losses Forthcoming, But it is Believed Will Exceed

SZOJOO0.00-——Several Theories ‘Advanced Regarding

Origin,

‘Fire - broke out:'in the bagement of.

the Walker block, at the corner of
Miin and  Second  South streets, at 6
o'clock this- morning, starting in the
hoiler ‘room and ranging up through

" /the elevator shaft until it reached an

otitlet on top of the three story struct-
ure. At this ‘hour the damage can not
be . estimated, but. that it is consider-
able there i no doubt, as half a dozen
firmg surrounding the place had prop-
el'ty damaged by the flames.

The firemen were on the scene a very
fow, minutes after the alarm was turn-
od 'in, and their herolc worlk s all that
saved. from destruction -the 'Salt Lake
Stock & Mining . exchange, together
with invaluable books and papers con-
nected with the institution; the Louvre
cafe, a portion of which is destroyed
as'it ig; the Mahan Liquor house; the
Bank saloon; the Henry McGee Shoe
house; James A. Pollock & Co., stock
brokers; Jeff's Smoke < House ' cigar
store; the LaVielle Cigar store; Walker
Bros.! bank and offices occupied by
dentists, etc., on the upper floors, which
were for an hour or:more in extreme
danger of being '—\gonsumed by the
waves of flame—which enclosed the
slevator shaft of the building and
would have spread to all the rooms and
appartments adjoining had it not been
fur the .good work of the fire depart-
ment. 3

PORTER TURNS IN ATLARM.

The alarm of fire was turned in by
William Parks, tho colored’ porter of
the Bank saloon; according to his own
statement, at: one or two minutes pust
6 o'clock this - morning, “I' had just
cume on ghift for the 'day,” said Parks,
“and . had just changed my clothing
ready to go to work, “when 1 nonlqed
smoke ~coming up through the ven-
tilating shaft. 1 thought that wasg un-
usual, and went over to the shaft to
see what was the matter. 1t was filled
with smoke and hot'alr, and at that
I ran _down into the bascment to sec
what was the matter.. Arriving at the
buasement, I saw’ the ‘boiler room alight
{th'a. bljize, and the flames shooting

Upthe  clevatorshatts T T immeadtately:

ian back ‘up the, stair, shouting ‘fire’
and ran over to the White House hotel
corner where a. fire alarm box s placed
and broke in the glass and turned on
tho alarm.” The 'colored man ' offercd
wy evidence of his work, a cut hand
and blood stains on his fingers.

The department was on the scene in
an incredibly short time. Engines and
apparatus from four stations' = were
brought into requisition and under the
personal direction of Chief ~W. . H.

(#lore, the work of extinguishing the.

hlaze was  begun. . It was rather a
difficult job, for the flames had found
their way to the voof before any check
was placed on their progress. For two
hours the firemen worked, tho burning
dlstrict being roped oft from the pas-
tage of street and sidewalk traffic, and
ut the end of that time not only tho
building, but most of the contents of
the various Stores ‘and = offices sur-
rounding the fire, were saved,

COSTLY SALVAGE,

All the woodwork in the basement
was badly burned, The doors and
tramework, forming the basement par'-
pitions, were consumed. The stock
“hom of the Louvre cafe, owned by D.
12, Wiile, was damaged beyond repaiy,
The stock room of the Bank saioon,
just west of the bailer room was saved
iogether ‘with thousands of dolars
worth of goods.

All telepuione and telegraph and light
wires connceting up In the basement
{or the rooms above, were damaged
and broken, o that the te.ephone: in-
struments, recourse to which was im-
mediately bad for the purpose of turn-
lng [n the fire alarm, wouid not Work.
In fact the basement and boiler room
of the Walker building was a tangled
notwork of different kinds of service
wires, and . the work  of the firemen
was complicated thereby to the eatent
that they were forced to tread gentiy
for the fear of coming in contact with
3 live wire of high tension which might
prove their undoing.

Phat the mining and stock exchanga
sscaped with little damage fs & matter
of great wonder, from the fact that
the elevator shaft throuxh which the
lames were conducted upward, “5"5
through the heart of the room.  The
chest and cuphoards containing the
papers. of the exchange is just next
‘ha sghaft, but the fire was extinguished
Lefore damaging them to any great ex-
ERE . NGINDER'S STORY.

stories of the origin of the fire are
conflicting. The night fireman, a young
man by the name of Ed Baker, declares
that when he left the boiler room of
the Walker bullding at 5:80 this: morn-
ing, there was no_slgn of fire, and
averything was in its usual work_i.llg
avder, I left the bojler room at a:o(J.
oelock,” suid Mr., Baker, ‘to go 0‘:)l'
{0 the Union block, on Main street, {led.l
Third South, to atiend to the boilers
there,  We have two buildings to fire
for. sverything was all right when I
{eft at that time. 1 attended to the
fires in the Union block and thun', just
at 6 o'clock—L looked at the cloel\r as I
fopt—1 started back for the Wadker

1 had only three-quarters of a
to go, and made the distance in
hree minutes. - When I arrived
st the Walker block T saw thu:.p.lnce
\as on fire, and the firemen were soon

‘;‘;, the scene. I wis nn't neglect.i'ng
“my dutywhen T left the Walker build-

it is my duty 1o keep the fives

L’}"gm boller room of the Union block

going, t0o.”

7 FLAMES AWOKE HIM.

day fireman at the
aid he saw the flames
puilding, coming up
‘ghaft, at 9:45 this
man well ad-~
in the build-
STownmaweics

ploclk.
plock
two ot

yvillim Sharp,
Walker building,
on the roof of the D
through the elevator
htirning. Mr. Sharp is a

vl the second - floor, = ek
G . the noise of the El‘amx_.. sa
‘%‘ueds'x?nr; Lthis morning, “and by the
Sracking of ‘the glass skylight abave
s T know it was @ quarter of-
uw.se T looked &t the clock. I_ am
{1 tobn.on duty inthe boiler
At 6 o'cld o 7 got up and was
& oir dnift. . The flauies:
and'arma;'c@ t? Lo te

have oxiginxdted on . the pfow next to
the top, or the top floor.”

EXCITEMENT IN KITCHEN.

In ' the kitchen of @ the Xouvre
operations  had just . commenced
preparatory. to the morning 1neal |
when the fire broke out.  An  #t-

tempt was muade to save what portable:
property possible, but the stock room
material could. not be got at for the
fire." The work of the firemen saved
further damage.

In the Mahan place, D. W. Meskill
had just come in to take the day shift.
Just as the elock across the way struck
six, he opened the front door. Willlam
Nobbs, the porter, came in from' the
reay and shouted, *‘there's a fire in the
stock exchange.” ' Mr. Mesklill ran for
the telcphone, but the line was dead.
he shouting, however, awakened Mr,
Mahan, who rooms just west of' the
premises, and he rushed Into the room,
ready to gecure some valuable papers
in his place of business, but his sgtore
and stock were also saved,, with trifiing
damage to the rear of the premises.’

! My, Wille, proprietor of the Louvrs
cafe, came into the building soon after
the five started, and amid the rush and
bustle of the working flremen and
skurrying attendants and the excited
crowd, Mr. Wille calimly surveyed the
wreck with the complacent remark:
‘““Pen thousand clrars in the store room
gone.'?

The remaindsr of the cafe property,
however, was unscathed, even the
kitchen utensils being saved.

UPPER FLOORS BURNED,

That this morning's fire was the most
disastrous of the year for Salt ke
City there can be no doubt, It was
impossible to got any accurate infor-
mation as to the damage done for the
reason that those who suffered losses
refuscd to make any statement what-
cver or give an estimate off the dam-
age doneuntil the Insurance adjusters
lhave completed their work.

‘It was 9:45 o’clock before the signal
was given to ‘“‘cut off”’ the water and
the fire was officially declared out.
The greatest damage done by flre was
on the second and third floors of the
main  building.. = The weast and rear
rooms on the thirg floorand the eleva-
tor and elevator shaft were reduced
to cinders, These. rooms were gutted
but ‘the front rooms: welre.not dam-

‘Uped to-any great-extent) the harm-be-.

ing dong by smoke uand water, The
stock  exchange, Hartwick’s « saloomn,
“The «Bank;” Pratt) & McBeth's, R,
Hudson & Co., the Griswold dental 1ab-
oratory, and the sleeping apartments
on the second and third floors were
greatly damaged by smoke and water.

LOSS MAY. REACH $20.000,

But for the hesitency, or negligence,
of a white man and a Jap, the fire
would have been quickly under control
and thousands of dollars worth of prop-
erty saved. In the opinion of Assistant
Chiet Fitzgerald, the ‘loss will reach
about $20,000 and possibly more.
According to his staterment the alarm
was turned in al 4 minutes past 6
o'clock, but the fire wasd lscovered by
tho white man and the Jap, both of
whose names could not he learned, at
b:35. ;

“1 talked to the white man and 2180
to the Jap,” said Chief Fitzgerald, ‘and
they both told me they saw smoke is-
suing from the boller room. When T
asked them why they didn’t send in an
alarm at once they €aid that the Jap
was sent out tofind a policeman, 1If
they had promptly turned in an alarm
instead of losing valuable time looking
for a policeman Yo do what they should
have done instantly we could have
easily gotten Into the basement and
had the fire under control in a few
minutes. They both said the flre was
discovered at 26 minutes to 6, but we.
did not get the alarm until between
four and. five minutes after 6 o'clock.
When we rushed down Main street
{lames were shooting through the roQt
and the. sky was well lit up. It was
a. roaring. furnace when we got there
but 4all the men did splendid worl.
Think of only two men to handle a
line of hose on the third floor!"”

DAMAGE BY WATER.

Water seeped through the third and
second floors and the ground floor into
the basement and did great damage.
‘Al] the floors arve soaked and the
paintings in Hartwick’s saloon and the
wall decorations are ruined while much
damage was done to the stock in the
basement and to papers in the stock
exchange and brokers' offices. In tour
of the sleeping rooms on the third
floor the fire got in its work to the
extent of reducing the furniture to
ashes. ' The fire worked toward the
north and: thus saved the front rooms
where people were sleeping. Had it
gone the other way there would have
been' at least four orv five fatalities, but
fortunately no one was‘hurt.

The entire’department was called out
to  master the blaze and four com-
panies  were on constant duty while
one was at headquarters to answer an
emergency call and to protect other
property should ' another alarm' bLe
turned in. Companies Nos. 1, 2, 3 and
4, with the big truck. chemleals and
steamers Morris and Roosevelt were
soon at the fire and eight lines of hose
besides the chemical and ‘house ' hose
were brought into use, Three Lnes
were taken in from the front through
windows and onto roof while five were
taken in from the rear., The firemen
to % man worked like Trojans and did
not stop for a second until the blaze
was out. ;

SPECTACULAR FEATURES,

There were many spectacular and
sensational features and one that was
quite pathetic but fortunately no one
was hurt. Some one ran through the
halls on the second floor yeliing *‘fire.”
Whoever the person was knew thuat
Jake Greenwald was sleeping on ‘that
floor. He pounded on the door but as
Mr. Greenwald's hearing is not good
he did not hear the® commotion ‘and
glept, on inlgnorance of the great dan-
ger he was in. Patrolmin Emil John-
son entered the hall while the man was!
trying to arouse Greenwald and quick-
1y taking: in  the situation broke in
the door and d ‘Greenwald from.
liis bed. 'The latter lost -no time {n gét-
ting out of the burning building and
hustling .to another place. - S
S0 WOMEN RESCUED.. -
iy the meantime three: en
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aseap, Tney were - awakened by the
SiUne . and ne snoutg  add clunglits
UL bR und Lpew 1rigaiened  SCrclliy

1 daed 1o the Beierdy aun-vub.

T0e Woren Weis aurs. aatce salling»
Cf, WHO ha$ CNWege ob the rooms, s
HUINLagn, s, Y oulay. - il e
LU=y eilr-old INOTL MUt ger, M. Mull-
Tigrel Wil Lso 1 e dptaunents,  one
OW the wolnen mifeged to get down
tne Stairs In spiwe or the neat and
sihoke nud took we lctle gl with her
ITne gineyr two women iried 1o 10how
but tae smoke drove them back, ‘Lheir
sereus courd pe heara on the sirect
peloww and they rusned to the winaows
and  cried for help, By this time the
fireme; were on ‘the gceneé and were
doing good wWork. Ladders were quickly
rilsea Lo tha o third foor and  capt
Andrew Rikrem of the truck and Lieut.
Lorenze Jost no time In running up the
ladGers to the terrined women, ‘rheir
appearance quleted the women'to coine
extent. and fthey dispiayed courage in
doing as the hremen told them,  In a
few minutes Capt. Likrem  got a  fire-
man's hold on one of the women while
Liout Lorenze did the same with the
other, and in safety they were carried
o the sidewall below, clad only in
tiieir night clothes. They wera guick-
Iy ‘placed in  the patrol wagon and
taken to a. Main street roominghouse
where they were caved for,

TPurniture, hed clothing, books, brlc-
a-brae, clothing and qther articles were
seattered: about the rooms, and  the
carpets were water soaked while drap-
cries were . blackened with smoke

WANTED HER DOILLIES.

After -the fire was out, little Nell
Mullinger, trembling and crying, rush-
ed! into’ the rooms and cried pietiously
for ‘her “dollies.”’ The little girl was
trembling violently and would not be
pacified until two handgome dolls were
found on the bed. They wers not dam-
aged in the least and the child was
not comforted until this ract was as-
(certained, 'While this was going on one
one of the women rushed excitedly in-
to the room and demanded to know,if
any one had- seen’ her ‘rats.” not a
“rat! guu!d ke found but a newspaper
man picked up a’'dead mouse and ask-
ed if that would do. At the sight of
the mousge the wowan uttered a shriek
and ran down the stairs,

The cause of the fire igs not known.
The department officials are ineclined
to believe that it started among some
rubbish near the furnace. That ({t
started in' the basement near the fur-
nace g certaln and it spread to the
elevator shaft and then up to the roof.
It a prompt alarm had been turned in
the loss ~would (have been nominal.

ASST, CHIEF COLLAPSES.

Shortly before noon today Assistant
Chief Fitzgerald collapsed from.  the
effects of smolke and heat and it will
be several hours: before he recovers.
Capt, Eikrem had a narrow escape
after carrying one of the women down
the ladder. Vi

‘“When I heard the woman scream-
ing,” said he, “1 hurried up the lad-
der and toolk. hold of her. - Sha was
gotting ready to jump from the win-
(dow but:I grabbed ‘her and started
down the ladder.- At first she resisted
and' I got this scratch on the face.
After T got her 'sately to the sidawalk
she screamed that there wasg' a baby
in the room. I rushed back -and
hunted around-in the rooms and was
‘cvercome by the smoke. I felt around
on the beds and got hold of a great
big doll. I was so blinded and chok-
ed from smoke that 'at first I thought
1 had the child and sas staggering
toward the window. before I found
what'T had in my arms. I then Marn-
od that the' lttle-gIrl” had ‘heén taken
doswn the stairs,

FOUND DEAD ON
RAILROAD TRACKS

David Thomas Werrett of Bing-
ham Junction Killed by Salt
Lake Route Train.

EITHER FELL OR WAS STRUCK

L

Bad Cut on Back of Head and Numer-
ous Bruises Tell Silent Story
Of Untimely End,

(Special to the “News/')

Bingham Junction, Dec. 0.—The body
of a dead man lying on the main track
of the Salt Lake Route, about three-
quarters of a mile south of Bingham
Junction, was reported by a Tailway
mail clerk on ‘arriving at “this plage
about 9 o'clock thig morning. Accord-
ing to tho story of the mail messenger,
the man lay face downward, about 12
feet distant from the track, apparently
dead.

WELL KNOWN CHARACTER.

A party of men, under Deputy Sherift
Stokes, left towwn and soon brought
back the body, which was .found to
be that-of David Thomas Werrett, a
well known character about town,
about 85 years old,  That he had either
fallen from a coach or had been struck
by a moving train was apparent from
a terrible gash in the back of his head,
and numerous cuts and bruises about
his head and face, Iow long the body
had been - lying Dbeslde the track
could not be ascertalned, as Werrett
was of a roaming and restless disposi-
tion, and vas most always on the move,
Yesterday he is known: to have gone
to Sandy, but at what time he returned
and. when he boarded a train can only
be conjectured.

NO INQUEST NECESSARY.

The body was taken in charge by
Justice J. J. Willlams, who, after ex-
amining the remalns, declded that an
inquest was unnecessary, as the.eauss
of death was apparent. Werrett had
been killed by @ blow in the back of
the head. caused apparently by a fall
from a train, or by being. struck by a
muving train on the Salt Iake Route
tracks. AsEE!

The dead man was unmarried, and
his only relative in this neighborhood
is an aged grandfather, between 80
and 90 vears old, who is very: sick at
this time.  The unfortunate man was
somewhat addicted to the use of in-
toxicants, and it ls suspected that this
pbaneful habit may have had some-
thing to do with his’ untimely death.

The body is nRow in charge of De-
‘puty Forbes, and will probably he
buried by the county. T )

'PATENTS FOR WESTERNERS,

(Special to the ‘“News.”) .
Washington, D. C.,. Dec, ) —Patents
issued: Utah—G. '!itso' ‘Huntington, as%ar
tion indicator; W, M. Wallace, g;ltlnko

Clty, singls dellvery mail box.|
~1daho—\W. ¥ Bath,®
WaVE,

~
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OFFIILS ASK
-~ PEOPLETO AD

Governor Appeals to Utah Citi-
zen to Help Italian
Sufferers.

NEWS TAKES CONTRIBUTIONS

Money: Left at All- Newspaper Ollices
Will be Turned Over to Gon-
eral Conitice.
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::: In response to the request made ;s:
{- this morning by Governor John ‘i
3 0. Cutler, Governor-plect William %
::: Spry ‘and Mayor John 8. Brans- §
& ford, the Deseret News will ac-
% cept contributions to be sent to ¥
4 the sufferers in southern Italy %
% and Sicily. © The | contributions ,:,
::: 5o recelved wlll be accounted for :¥
.:. and turned over o the commit- &
::: tea appointed by’ the above %
& named. 3 3
2 3

ERORCRCIR) EISI T IO AL I IR Beateitectesteosoton’
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Active scteps to raise a large fund
to be sent to the victims of the earth-
quake in southern Italy and Sicily were
tiaken' this morning whena cominittee
from' the local Italian = ¢olony waited
upon Governor Cutler and’ Mayor John
S. Bransford and later & meeting was
held at which were pmesent Gavernor
.Cutler, Governor-elect: illiam = Spry
and Mayor Bransford,
of this last meeting, the following let-
ter to the public was.
:To the Public: SR

At a meeting held inidhe governor's
office on Wednesday, T 30, at which
were present Governopatohn C. Cutler,
Governor-elect Williew Stry and Mayor
John 8. Bransford, ofi$alt Lake City,
the matter of the tervibli disaster that
has befallen souther fl' ly and the

duty and privilege o Htah citizens in
the premises, was fully discusséd. As
a result of this disc n, it was, de-
clded that a comumi hould be ap-~
pointed at: once, .to ‘take; steps to ame-
liorate the condition: @f: the unfortu-
‘netes who have sufferéd so severely

The following Wweva sppointed mem-
bers of this general committee: Wil-
liam J. Halloran, ¢, "W, Nibley, P. A.
Simpkin, Joseéph E. Caine, Tony Yac-
chiatta, Frank Lettieri, and Mose Pag-
gi, all of Salt Dake @ity It is hoped
that this committee \Will take immedi-
ate steps to collect funds and. forward
them to the stricken ;district; and the
support of all citize uf the state is
earnestly ‘requested Is ‘movement
for suffering humanlt¥ o =

Theé niadors af ¢l t‘ieéx.*n.nd invorparated
towns and the presidents of town coun-
cils were appointed as local committees
‘1o assist In this work in their respec-!

tive loealities, . The funds. collected
by  locul officials = throughout the,
state and the varlous organizations

should be handed to the general com-
mittee named above, to be forwarded to
Italy, -

The varlous newspapers and other
aorganizations throughout the state are
ulso asked' to assist in this work hy
receiving contributions and forwarding
them to the central committee.

The appeal of suffering peoples to the
citizens of Utah has never been in vain,
‘and we feel confident that the call here,
made will be promptly and generously
responded to.

Sincerely,
JOHN C. CUTLER,

Governor,
WILLIAM SPRY,
Governor-Elect.
JOHN S, BRANSFORD,
Mayor of Salt Lake City.
APPEAL TO OFFICIALS.

Headed by Mose Paggi, editor of El
‘Minitore, the 'local Italian publication,
and Joe Fratello, a local Italian mer-
‘chant, active work among the colony
started last night ‘when an informal
meeting was held and an appeal to the
governor ‘and mayor decided - upon,
When the committes members waited
upon the two officlals they were greet-
ed cordlully und pledges of hearty co-
cperation in the effort were made.

“We want to thank the governor, the
governor-clect and the mayor for their
great kindness in taking up this mat-
ter in the way they have,” sajd Mr.
Fratello this morning, *I am sule
the entire foreign c¢olony in Utah will
express the sane sentiment, for in a
strange country, or at least so far
away from our homes, all of us feel
most appreciative of the attitude =20
readily -assumed by these officials in
this affairs.”

“rThere is mot an Italian in this state,
or in this country, in fact,” snid a
member of the committee today, ‘who
is not effected by this terrible. catas-
trophe. Every one of us has some one
back in the old country whose safety
at this time I8 our deep concern. Most
of us here come from the region af-
fected by the disaster, from the south
“end of Ttaly and Sleily. It is the best
part of Italy, and is more thickly popu-
lated than the northern portion. The
people coming from this country are a
home-loving peaple, that s they like
to be with thelr families. They have
come to America to save enough money
to bring thelr Tamilies here and now
it may be too late for most of us.’”

NOW IN STRICKEN REGION.

Alphonso Scarcelll, with Mrs. Scar-
celli and their daughter, left this city
about one month ago for a trip to
Cozenza, rvight in the heart of the
stricken disericts., They were planning
a visit with thelr friends there and
then to make a tour of France and
northern Italy before returning to this
city. Mr. Fratello, a businegs partner
of Mr. Scarcolll’s cabled him yesterday,
but has recgived =no reply and he
doubts very much whether the mes-
sage could be delivered on account. or
the break in communications,

Many messages were flled with both
cable offices in this city yesterday and
in most of the cases were accepled at
sender’s risk, their delivery being much
in doubt.

In a West Temple shoe shiop conduct-
ed by an Italian there was gathered
this morning a little knot of anxious
‘foreigners. They had gone to the sho»
shop, thinking that the business of
the proprietor being with  Tnzlish

American business methods, appealing
to-him to communicate with their na-
tive town, Messina. They had their
savings with them so that nothing for
which monsy  was required would be
left undone. Thera was quite a small
fortune represented ‘among the gath-
ering of eight or nine Italians, two of
svhont wera: saldon - proprietors  from
“Binghani who' had drawn Hberally up-

1on’ their bank agcounts. ;

'} They wsked him to Ket & sablo mea-

speaking people to a great extent |
would assure him famillarity with

!
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# AMERICAN CONSUL %
L3 03¢
£ AT MESSINA A VICTIM 3

B
S
& Wasghington, Dec. 20.—That Ar- :g:
-§~ thur 8. Cheney, American consul KX
::: ut Messina, Sleily, and his wife ¥
:s: lost. their lives in the earthquake {'
% disaster which  devastated that o
::‘ city yestevday is indlicated by an :::
:i: official dispateh received tonight ‘§:
% by the state department from ¥
& Stuart Lupton, Ameriean vice &
:;': consul at Messirg. :iz
* The following dispatch came 5
& Via Malta, Maltese islands, in the .::
% Mediterranean, belng veceived &
:f« there by wireless from :Messina &
% Dby Consul William H. Gale, and =
-i- transmitted by him to the dtate &
3 department: :§:
::‘ “The Messina consulate des- 7%
& troyed and consul and wife sup- XX
% posed to Lo dead. (Signed), ®
& “LUPTON.” ’,3
:}: Consul Gale, in forwarding the 0]
3 dispatch by cable, added that :;:
s Lupton is supposed to have es- &
# caped. He stated that a British -3
& warship had left Maita for Mes- g:
::: sina to assist in  the work of :}
3 rescue. %2
::. Arthur 8. Cheney is a native P
% of Illinois, @ but was appointed
«s consul to Messina from Connec- o
:§: ticut Aug. 16, 1607. Mr., Lupton, ;}_
XS who is from Tennessee, was only -g'
& recently appolnted vice and dep- :::
% uty consul at Messina, and had %
:g: just arrived at his post, succeed- .:.
& ing J. Pierce, an Itallan. *
o o
o tetitsctiodtite o e ods e dsstest

CHENEY’S DEATH CONFIRMED,

Washington, Dec. 30.—A dispatch re-
celyed at the state department today
from American Consul Gale, at Maltd,
confirms the reported death of Consul
Cheney and his wife at Messina. The
body, the dispatch says, has not been
recovered,

sage through: to Messina. When the
‘ghoemaker returned from the cable of-
fice with' the information that the com-
pany could not assure them that their
message would reach its destination,
the suffering of the men increased un-
til' it was truly piteous. The men all
had thelr famllies in Messina. and the
news from Rome i[ncreasing in horror
with every hour their suspense grew
upon them. From the cable offices one
word of cheer wuas recelved and that
was that within the next day or so they
hope to have thelr breaks repaired, at
least temporarily, or land lines con-
structed to connect with the nearest
¢able stations ' to replacs the lines
destroyed by the quake. :

The appeal of the Italian: colony to
the public spirited people of the com-
munity, they belleve, will be responded
to, The colony believes that the con-
tributions of its members to!the fund
raised for the San Francisco refugees
will be remembered and that the Am-
«rican people will. now rise to the oe-
casion and aid the sufferers in this new
quarter of horror.

OHIO SENATORIAL
FIGHT GETa HOT

In Many Respects One of Most
Interesting Political Struggles
Country Ever Witnessed.

THREE CORNERED CONTEST.

Taft and Burton Doing Most of Fight-
ing While Foraker Looks on
With Satistaction.

Columbus, O,, Dee. 80.—~The genator-
fal fight which is being waged here,
with Representative Theodore E. Bur-
ton, of Cleveland, Charles P, Taft, of
Cincinnati, brother of the president-
elect, and Senator Joseph E. Foraker
as'the ceneral figures, is in muany ways
ona of the most interesting political
struggles the country has over wit-
nessed. The complexities of the situa-
tion are such as to cause the oldest ol
the political leaders to hesitate about
'predicting the outcome, Mr. Taft and
AIv. Burton are doing the bulk of the
fighting, while Senatny Foraker ls look-
ing on with no smali .cgree of satisfac-
tion over the active hostilities between
the two men who are opposing hls re-
election. Senator Foraker hopes the
fighting will continue for some time yet
and is opposed to the caucus of the
Republican members of the legislature
prior to Jan. 12, when the first ballot
for senator will be taken at the state
house.

Mr. Burton has also announced himn-
self as opposed to a caucus at this
time, but Mr. Taft and his adherents
are still hopeful of bringing matters
to an early issue before u binding
conference of the Republician state sen-
ators and representatives.

Tn the shadow of the senatorlal strug-
gle all of the old differences of the
Republican party in thls state are be-
ing threshed out, Mr. Taft iz sup-
ported by the “organization’ and con-
sequently ls opposed by the men who
for vears have been fighting the organ-
jzation.

President-elect William H. Taft,
whether he would have it so or not,
is a dominant figure in the struggle,
and oddly enough friends of both Mr.

Burton and Mr. Charles Taft, are
claiming his sympathy with their
cause, . The Vorys-Hitehcock ineid-

ent of the national campaign is by
no meang forgotten by the opposing
forces in the present fight, and in
faot if there is any incident in state
or national politics of the past de-
¢ade which has been overlooked by
the politiclans "it i but an evidence
of the weakness of the flesh where the
spirit Is willing,

Claims of victory continue to is-
sue today from -the headquarters of
Afessrs, Taft, and Burton, while thers
was mueh discussion of the new comer
among the candidates, formerly Lieut-
Gov. Warren G. Harding of Marion,
Mr. Harding was first brought for-
ward as a canrdidate last night and to-
day was regarded @8 ong of the favor.
ite “dark horses” in the contest. The
fact that Mr. Harding had a number
of conferences with Charles P, Tatt
before allowing his name to be used,
jent added interest to his gandidacy.
ang there was also a report that My,
Harding was not unfavorably regarded
‘wt Forgher hcadquarters,

stroyed, Ruins Blazing

Bark of Trees.

Despite Torrential Rains—

Thirty-five Towns and Villages Wiped Out—Strom-
boli is Active, Seas Around Island Being Greatly
Agitated—-Crazed Survivors Subsisting on Ro’ots“a_n"ﬂ

Earthquake Eorrors of His_tofyé

Lives

Place. Yeayr. Lost,
Cantania City .........1187 15,000
Syria S . 11568 20,u00
Cllela i sy Vvl Tas s 1268 6u,0.0
Naples .iieeane «.aa 1456 40,000
Lishon  (oeyeee eav.ui..163L $0,u00
NAPICS vavvirave aearsaal626 70,000
RagUsa ciavsvn sasseasa 1607 5,000
Schamaki ..... vees 1672 80,000
Port Royal, Jamalca.,.1692 3,000
Siclly tieeiie veeninenaa 16893 100,000
Aquila, Italy ..........1703 b,000
Jeddo (Tokio) eeveses.<1703 200,000
Abruzzi, Italy .....,...1706 15,000
Alglers Jioiiiadi saveessslT16 20,000
Palermo , dheival (20 6,000
Ching. Jvviive easeees,o1731 100,000
INGplegiiieealiCetisesnss ossdl82 1,090
Lima and Callao ,.....1746 18,000
Grand Caire ........,..1754 40,000
Kaschan, Persia ......1765 40,000
Lisbon iiaihy ieceesaavanlTid 50,000
Fez, MOrocCo v.o..vs,e.,1706 12,000
By T R 0 e e et 20,000
Martinico ....oieeveinl 1767 1,600
cre.. 1780 45,000,

O ke v i 30,000

.. 1797 40,000

L1805 6,000

Kutch, India ..........1819 2,000
AlEDDO ciiianay  sseeeer 1822 20,000
Murcia, Spain .........1828 €,000

" Lives
Place. Year. ' Tost.!
Canton, China .........1830, 8,000
Calabria, Italy ........1835 1,000
Martinigue ............ 1830 700
Cape Haytien, San Do- A |
MINEO  voveeiaonaaeas s 1842 5,000 ¢
Point-a~-Pitre,. Guada- : /
loupe ...... e G L 000 5
Amaltl, Italy .......... 181 14,000 -
Great Sanger ..........1856 $,000 ¥
salabria, Italy o........1857, 10,000
Quitoin s Rl 1859 5,0007
Erzeroum, Asia Minor.1859 - - 6,000 51
Mendosco, So. ‘Am.....1881 ' 7,000 5
MARIA .oveeie avaie. 01863 11,0000
MItVIENe  vvvieseinsns-.1867 7 1,000
Peru and Ecuador,....1887 © ' 25,000 =
Santander, Colombla... 1875 14,000
TRV s hhe steis e L1881 - /40,000:
Sclo Vieeiies aesns 1882 4,000
Asfa Minor ,...oi.. ... 1885 14,00

LA e ege o 000

Cashmere

The Riviera ...........1887 2,300
Yunnin, China ........1888 4,001
Japan ..., A S S L. 1891 5,000
Mont Pelee eruption...1802 30,000 7
Valparaiso, - Chill.. .0 0808 - 1,100
San  Francigeo ..., .. 1906 452
Kingston, Jamalca.....1907 1,100

e A S

Total 100,888

Rome. Dec. 30.—Half the population
of Calabria /and the eastern part of Si-
cily are dead; the other half iz weeping:
As the great extent of the selsinic dis-
turbances becomes apparent it seems
dimpossible to exaggerate the horrors
which have followed them. The ca-
lamity which has overwhelined Italy is
almost beyond the grasp of the imag-
ination, not only because of the dead,
now said to number tens of thousands,
but because of the innumerable wound-
ed buried in the rulns, many of whom
will perish because it is impossible to
reseue them from the wrecks of their
formeyr homes.  The whole of Italy is
absolutely stunned, and at the scene of
the disaster the bulk of the people are

literally demented withi the suddenness
and extent of the blow. The total num-
“her of victims is variously estimated
from 100,000 to 150,000,

QUEEN HELENA SWOONED.

King Victor and the queen arrived at
Messina today. As they made their
Way into the ruined town, the scent
of disaster and horror was too much
for the queen, who almost swooned.,
Crowds of terror-stricken persons
swarmed about the royal party, throw-
ing themselves in the mud and scream-
ing for pity and aid

Many terrible storles are related in
connection with the rescue work. The
rescuers had to contend with a super-
stition so deep rooted in the Sicilian
mind, that in many Instances injured
men and women <clung to crumbling
wallg, refusing to let go their hold and
seek a safer position. As further facts
concerning stricken Messina = hecome
avallable, they corroborate in every
detail the worst fears heretofore ex-
pressed.  The cathedral, municipality
bufldings, barracks and prisons are all
destroyed and presumably all the smali-
or buildings shared the same fate. or
980 railway employes in the station at
Messina, only eight are known to have
survived. At Reggio the silence of
death still relgns, leaving to the imag-
ination the terrible havoc wrought by
the catustrophe, with the horrible In-
rush of the sea, the swallowing up of
boiity, the crushing of ships and tha
destruction of bridges and walls. The
sen, became almost instantly covered
with debris after the upheaval, contain.-
Ing refuse of cvery description, dotted
with human bedies.

WHEN DAY DAWNED.

Wher the dey dawned the entire
shore line of the surrounding country
was utterly changed in appearance. The
coast line was greatly altered, while
of 21l the magnificent houses along the
shore only a few tottering rulns re-
malned. From these ruins from time
to time there sprang Jjets of flame and
smoke.

King Victor Emmanuel and the queen
who left yesterday for the scene of the
disaster have won the hearts of their
subjects by contlnuing in this noble
yuanner the traditions of the house of
Savoy, which makes the sovereign act-
ually shere in all the sulferings of his
people.

A national committee has been forin-
ed to collect funds for the victims, The
committee {8 headed by the Duke of
Aosla and includes the presidents of
the senate and the chamber of deputics,
the mayor of Rome and all prominent
men in the leading towns. The llst has
been opened with $400,000 contributed
by King Victor Emmanuecl. All banks,
clubs, eivic and commercial associa-
tions and the newspapers have opened
subscription lists,

The premier has received a telegram
from Signor Felice, a deputy at Mes-
sina, summing up the situation as fol-
lows:

MESSINA DESTROYED,

Messina is  completely destroyed-—
razed to the ground. The victims may
be numbered by tens of thousands. The
conflagration which is still raging is
completing the destruction of the city.
Salvage implements, firemen and sol-
diers must be sent immediately  Tie
disaster exceeds the wildest imagina-
tion.”

The voleano of Stromboli s ‘active
and the seas around the island are
very agitated ang dangerous io navi-
Zatoe,

Thi pope has telegraphed tne arch-
bishep at Palermo a large sum of
money and instructed him to proceed
to Messina immediately to help the sur-
vivors.

From the latest estimates todoy it
iz regred that the total number of vic-
tims in Sicily and Calabria will reach
more than 100,000, while the damage to
property will be several hundreds of
millions. -/

Just before the departure of tha king
vesterday one of the crowd of notables,
sceing their maljesties off exclaimed:

1 Suely the presence of lhelr majes-

‘streets,

ties will be sufficient Lo condole the
unhappy people.” >
“Don't ‘talk nonsense.’ the King re-
torted sharply. y . .
Many survivers at Cantania, Sicily,
temporarily lost their reason aud when
questioned concerning - the 'disaster
glared at their ‘questioners and, mur-
mured incohervently  and ceasclessly:
“Messina is destroved.” ) )
85 TOWNS WIPED OUT.
Persons arriving at Catanzaro frou
the coast state that Messina s still
blazing, despite the torrential .down-
pour of rain,  News reéaching Catanzuyo
from the outlying distriets in Calabria
indicates thaf 85 towns ‘and villages
have heen w ~ed out, while’ the"number,
of dead I that district ‘alone exceeds

30,000, The few. suryivors are mad ywith

torror and have fled<to the forest and

mountain tops where they are subsist- |

ing on roovts and the bark of trees, =

RBEGGIO IS NO MORE, - = i

Puris, Dec. 30.—A  special  dispatch

from Palermo says that u torpedo boat’
which went to ‘the aid of the:earth-
quake sufferers at. Regglo has;returned,
reporting’ that nothing remains of; the -
city but a heap of tangled ruins, %0

ALL THE INHABITANTS DEAD,

Catanzaro, Calabria, Dec: 30.—A re-
port received here eariy this morning
says that the town of Bagnara, on the
coast to the north of Regglo his been
wiped out, fire finishing the work of
destruction. The report says that “All
the inhabitants of Bagnara ate dead."

The town contained about 10,000 peo-
ple. In o few days lime will be scat-
tered over the. heap of ruins which
alone mark the site of a once populous
town, A -

ANOTHER SHOCK AT PALERMO.
Palermno, Dec, d0.-—Theve was ' a

slight, undulatory shock of the earth-
quake ot 7:80 o'clock last
which, in view of the disastrous resul
of the recent earthquake was suffi-
cient to create a terrible panic. .

The populition ipvaded the churches
and carrtend . ont  the  images of tho
saints and sacred vessels, then march-
ed in a processional  through the
imploring  ¢eossation’ of  the
ecarthquake scourge. '

FIEARS FOR THIZ AXOLIANS.

Rome, Dec. 30-—Cable communics-
tion with the Aecclian islands, 26 miles
north of Sicily is interrupted. It Is evi-
dent that the line is
fg feared that the islands also have
heen devastated.

The largest of the group s the island
of Lipari, and the capital town has a
population of 12,000.

J. Pierpont Norgan has sent 310,
000 for the reliéf of the earthquake
sufferers,

WORLD'S GREATEST TRAGEDY.
Chicago, Dee. 30.~The Fribune to-

day, under a Rome date, says:

The earthquake which has devastat. |
ed the Italian deportments of Calabria
and Sicily hag wrought .the greatest
tragedy-—which-—ever has befallen the
Christian  world.  Its measure canno:
be calculated, ;

It is known in general terms that
out of a population of 1,750,000 in the
devastated area at least 125,000 per-
fshed. ;

Latest reports received lLere | stale
that 4,000 soldiers in the various bar-
racks at Mossina. were  buried under
the ruins. This makes no account of
dozen towns near the center of  the
disturbance, whence no word comes

and where there i{s only too good rea-

son to fear that there arc 1o survivors
to describe their fate, :
The destruction of property cannot
be as great as at San Francisco, for
Messina and Regglo, the two principal
cities destroyved, were
magnificent  from the ' metropolitan
point of view. « &
As a great cataciysm of nature, how-
ever, thig disaster Is on a far greatcr
scale than. the California, phencmenon.
The whole face of the country and
the coast line have been altered. Even
Scylla and Charybdis have changed
the positions they have occupied singe
Aeneas' legendary voyage.
‘N, Y. MERCHANTS WORRIED.
New York. Dec. 30.—Impressed not
only from humanitarian reasons by
the earthquake in Italy, merchants and
importérs In this ¢ity who had rela-
tions with the stricken “districts aras
greatly worried at. theli inabllity to
gel into communication swith corres-
pondents there. It i5 estimated that
of  the $50,600.000 wortli of merchap-
dise imported to this country from
Italy, st least 310,000,080 worth came
from the district now practically 'in
ruing,  Messina s )
olive oil snd win
of food stulls coie
effect on  trade Wil
veaching. As fay

nd @ great variaty
from Clabria. The
ovidently be far-:

ed no steamsd airunifrong thisg
rors tootee an ‘weie any
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HA[F THE_PEUPLE DEAD..
OTHER HALF WEEPINC

Impossible to Exaggerale Horrors Following Eaﬂhquagh'
In Calabria and Sicily—Number of Victims Estimntga
From 100,000 to 150,000—Messina Completely De-
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