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THE “STRICKEN NATION.”

“THE Stricken Nation’’ is the title
of a pamphlet lately published by
Charles T. Baker, of New York. It is
written by a person who calis himself
“Stochastic.’’ It shows a thorough
intimacy with current issues. Itia
making quite a sensation in Washing-
ton and iu all the sea coast cities of the
United 3tites. It purports tu be a his-
tory of the years 1890, 81 and 82, and
of the relations between this country
and England during these yvears. Ow-
ing to the vividness of its style, and to
the minuteness of detail which it em-
braces, it has ali the appearance of
realism. That ie why, perhaps, it is
ie creating sv much comment.

The firet chapter is headed ¢“The
Dream of Security.’”” The peaceful
condition of the Unilted Btates ia pic-
tured in chaste language. The foreign
relations of vur couutry were not dis-
turbed by any symptoms of displeasurs
abroad. The Canadian fisherles
cavsed some diplomatic correspond-
ence, but the maes of the people re-
garded this gquestion without the
slightest concern. The domestic issues
were mainly on revenue, but were
all satiafactorily sectled. The nationud
treasury was full to overflowing; pros-
perity abounded; capital and labor
were at peace; trade, i1ndustry and
commerce flourished; the past was
Jooked at with pride and complacency,
while the future was viewed with
hopeful confidence. This wse 1890 as
porirayed by Btochastic,

The administration of President
Harrizon is next touched on. During
1891 all the domeatic issues relating to
tariff, inance and the political. rights
of the pegro were settled. In
this year James G. Blaine carries
his pet project Pan - American
reciprocity, into practieal force
This latter scheme arouses the jealousy
of France, Germany aml Kogland.
The commercial supritnacy of the
United States, not alone iu continental
America but in other climes, i3 looked
upon with dread by Great Britain.

The secon.l chapter is  headed ¢Por-
tents of the S8torm.”’ 1t opens with a
sketch of tiie riee of British luafluence
in Mexieo and other of the Latin Am-
erican countries, especially Paraguay
apnd Honoduras. It next touches on
{anada and its contempt for the United
‘Btates. It dwells on the euthusiasm
manifested by Capadians in their wel
come to Britain’s young princes. In
Canada during 1891 new steamship
lines were established by means of
Jiberal subsidies, waterways and raile
roads were opened . up with a view to
strategic purposes in war. At Halifax
and Quebec great fortifications wete
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!built. At Vietoria, Vancouver Ialand,
a vast fortrers was built capable of
dominiating the Northern Pacific. This
was equipped with the heaviest artil-
lery that Woolwich could produce,and
by the close of 1891 Canada was

as impregnable as England. Thir-
ty-six powerful  gunboats were
seccretly built in England. They
were conptructed in sections and

shipped to Capada as ordinary merch-
andise, and stored away ©till wanted.”’

The course pursued hy Canada to-
wards American fishermen is sketched
ina manner which shows that the
former wag arrogant and aggressive;
and that the statesmen of the latter
country were weak and indecisive.
But James (3. Blaine came upon the
board, and then the whole British
policy is changed. Britain and Canada
both prepare for war, knowing that
Blaine won’f take tafty.

When England and Canada found
themseivesin & position to be aggres-
sive with safety, Canada demands do-
minion.over the seas in accordance
with headline Iimits. That is, she
wants control of the seas to the extent
of the furthest limit of her headlands
into the sea. A direct line drawn
from the extreme bheadland limit north
and south fo be Capadian territory. In
| the Behring Bea, Canadian sealers de-
manded full 1ight to fish, 1o this
manner matt-rs go on until June, 1892
when a Yankee schooner, the Monroe,
was captured by a Capadian cruiser,
the Middleion, and the Yankee captain
placed in irons. Just at this point the
American man-of-war Benninglon
stearmned on the sceneand captured the
Middleton and her prize, taking them
into Portland. This was the begln-
ning of the war.

The third chapter is headed The
Declaration of War.’? 1tdescribesthe
state of feeling in both eouutries. Eng-
land demands an apnlogy. She does
not get it. The Britisli minister is re-
called. Orator and minstrel are em-
ployed to arouse American feeling.
The antipathy towands England in
tencifies with every allusion to Ameri-
can liberty and honor.

A versg from one of the popular
dlt*iia rune as follows: ’

The British boast they’!l sconree our coast
krom Northern Maine Lo Texas,
And give us hell with shot and shell,
And otherwise will vex ns,
‘The hoastlng knave- ! They're scurvy slaves
F-om Land's KEnd to Northumbriu!
Onr Yankee ateel agnin they'll feel —
Well give "em Hail Oolumbia,

On the 22ud of June, 1892, Evgiand
declared war.

Chapter the fourth is beaded ““The
Terrible Awukening,’’ and shows how
the Americans now realize their de-
fenseless situation.

Tbegunboats sent to Canada 1o sec-
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tions were new constructed and placed
in the lakes. Chlecago, Detroit, Cleve-
land and Erie were at the mercy of the
British ships.

Chapter the fifth is headed “Prepara-
tions for National Defence’ The
harbor and port of New York is sur-
rounded hy British ironelads. It is
found that New York City is
wholly at the merey of the Brilish
Navy. Atthesame time news reaches
Washington that San Francleco, Port-
land, Boston, Charleston, Savaannah
and other cities of the coast were con-
fronted with British ships of war.
British eannen, some of them, sixty-
seven-ton guns, capable of throwing a
1250-pound sheli a distance of ten miles,
were trained vn New York City. On
July 8rd the British Admiral sum-
moned the Mayors of New York and
Brooklyn, as well as all the leading
merchants to meet him. They were
told that unless New York City sur-
rendered completely to Britivh author-
ity and paid a sum of $500,000,000, the
city would be destroyed before 24 hours.
Thie exiraordinary demand could not
he complied with and New York ‘was
doomed to destruetion,

The sixth chapter is beaded *The
Destrunetion of New York.?? It reads
as follows: ’

“Reddened by tha glare of flames from
hundreds of its buildings; its streets
drenched with the blood of thousands of
ita people slain; a mob of ten 1housand of
the scum of its population delirious with
drink and despair, pillaging the palaces
of its millipnaires, and committing the
most fiendish outrages upon toe weak
and helpless; its splendid buildings
crumbling beneath terrible missiles; the
cra~li of Bolid shot spreading ruin oD
every side; the shriekof shellsleaving in
their track death and destruction; the
hoarse shouts of » noble band who tried
tosave the city; the cries and moans of
the wounded; the yells and wxcreams of
frenzied fugitives; the roar of the con-
flasrarion which now raged f{rom Cham-
bers Street 10 Madison Square, such was
the terrible tableau presen ¢d by New
Yourk City on the night of July 4ih, 18922
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“The British admiral gave orders for &
simultaneous artack, and the dread havoe
began. The booming of the great guns of
such terrible monsters as the Black
Prince and the Tenieraire was followed
by a combined roar of ¢cannon from the
entire fleet; and then there rained upon
the hupless, belpl-ss, defenseless city
such destruction as had not heen seen on
earth since Almighty God visired his ter-
rible wrath upon the fire-swept Clties of
the Plain. There was no wase of shot
ar shell. From the first the distance had
been as accurately judged as if the gun-
ners were at practiee on a atationary bhulk
in Portsmouth harbor. It had been c¢on-
fidently believed that Lhe guns of the
fieet jwould be of insutficient power to
rearh New York City, and that Brooklyn
would he the first to suffer. But this
proved to be a mistake. At the beginnin
of the bombardment, Brooklyn eacap:
comparatively uninjured, the clevation
of the guns enabling New York to be
reached aL every point from Canal Strest
down 10 1he Battery. 8t Paul’s Chureh,
the Astor House snd the City Hall were
among the first buildings to be struek,



