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THE BONDAGE OF DEBT

A maxMAN who hasbaa pronounced opinions
and expresses them in strong terms is
generally regarded as a radical whose
renunciationsenunciations are to be taken with
much allowallowancearce if a thing ought to
be said however it is better to state it
with sufficient earnestness to give it
weight rather than hedge it around
with qualifications which give the ap-

pearancepearance of doubtful sincerity men
differ in their characteristics and theirheir
utterances are generally an index to
the strength of their sentiments and
convictions horace greely was one
of those forceful men who do not roerec-

ognize any halfwayhalf way house in stating
what they conceive to be right andand
true in these times of comparative
business recklessness the following
from his powerful pen may be useful
as it is on account of its strength in-

terestingte
to be hungry ragged ondand penniless

isin not pleasant but this is nothing to the
horrors of baRrupbankruptcytoy all the wealth
of the would be a poor re-

compenseoom pense to the five years struggleie P with
the consciousness that you had taktakenen the
money or property of trusting friends
promisingro ising to rereturnrn or pay for it when
rrequiredaired and had betrayed their con-
fidence through insolvency

I1 dwell on this point for I1 would deter
others from entering that place of tor-
ment half the young men in the coun-
try with many old enough to know bet-
ter would go into busInbusinessesq 1 that is
into debt tomorrow if they could most
poor men are so ignorant as to envy the
merchant or manufacturer whose life is
an incessant struggle with pecuniarylary
difficulties who is driven to constant
shining and who from month to month

barely evades that insolvency which
sooner or later overtakes most men in
businessbusinesR so that it has been computed
that but one in twenty of these achieves
pecuniary success

for my own part and I1 speak from
experiencesad I1 woold rather be a con-
vict in state prison a slave in a rice
swamp than to pass through life under
the harrow of debt lotlet no young man
misjudge himself unfortunate or truly
poorr so long as hebe has the full use of hisrlimbsimbs and faculties and is substantially
free from debt

hunger cold rags hard work con-
tempt sualsuspicionacion unjust reproach are
disagreeable but debt is infinitely worse
than them all and if it had pleased
god to spare either or all of my sons to
be the support or solace of my declining
years the lesson which I1 should have
earnestly sought to lmimpresssebalress upon them
is never run into debt avoid pe-

cuniary obi igations as you would pest-

ilence or famine if you have but fifty
cents and can netget no more for a week
teuybuy a peck of corn parch it and live
on it rather than owe any man a dol
larl

of course I1 know that some men
must do business that involves riskriske sandand
must give notes on their obligations and
I1 do not conconsider him really in debt who
can lay his hands directly on the means
of payingpayingatat some lithelittle sacrifice all he
owes I1 speak of real debt that which
involves risk of sacrifice on the onee ssideide1

obligation and dependence on th r
and I1 say frofromm all suchruch lotlet every youth
humbly pray god to preserve him ever-

more I1

thickening WAR CLOUDS
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THE prospects for a european war
are increasing russia is hurrying up
her preparations because of symptoms
of coolness exhibited by france toward
the alliance she has resolved not to
wait for the filling of an immense
order for new rifles but is hastening a
contract to fill old cartridges with
smokeless powder the finnish divi
sion of the army is to be transferred to
ththe austrian frontier the Finlanders
are splendid soldiers probably the best
fighters in the russian army they
are mostly largearge powerful and hardy
men forty thousand russian troops
are moving toward the polish frontier
counter movements are being made by
austria who is strengthening her
outpost fortifications germany has
ordered a large number of tents to pro-

tect her soldiers from the inclemency
of the weather in case of war with
russia all this looks like prepara-
tion for actual business the closer
the respective armies get to each other
the more imminent will be the opening
of the struggle the strain upon the
nations involved in thesethese movements
is necessarily great the outlook
seems cloudy still the dogs of war
may not be let loose until the opening
of the approaching spring

THE THIRD PARTY IN indianapolis

dispatches from indianapolis give
detailed accounts of the Farfarmers alli-
ance convention now being holdheld in
that city the word alliance em-

braces in this sense the various
cal organizations of the countrcountry which
relate to agricultural interests and
the meeting at Iindianapolis has refer-

ence to the advancement of agricul-
tural industry by political action As
will be seen by the dispatches the
proceedings aarere not of the most reas-

suring kind and the indications are
that with the close of the convention
the end of the third party movement
in the united states will arrive

there are various farmers organ-

izationsizat ionsione still maintaining a sep-

arate existence and some more
or less outside of politics
what tois known as the national grange
of the patrons of husbandry is one of

the oldest of these bodies and is still
intact the others are known as the
Farfarmersmeral mutual benefit association
the national farmers7 league the
patrons of industry thelthe national
colored farmers 7 alliance and co-

operative union the national far-
meremersa alliance the national farmers
alliance and industrial union

the last named though latest born
maymay be termed the king pin of all the

others lalaststyyearearitit claimed a mem-
bership of and lain a sense
absorbed or controlled most of the
farmers 1 societies of the country it isig
the descendant of an organization irin i

texas in 1876 purely for local pur 4

poses this extended until in 1886 a
texas state acance was formed in

1

1887 a kind of interstateinter state alliance was
established at waco texastejas nam- iA1
ed the national farmers alli-
ance and cooperativeco operative union
of america on libdecembercember 56 1888
at herldanMerl dan miss a convention was
held which embraced this and other
southern bodies and from it came the
farmers and laborers union of
america the next annual meeting
of this body was held at st louis Dde
cember 5 1889 and the name was
changed to the national farmers and
industrial union which it still bearsbeam
meanwhile it extended through the
south west and northwest

A politicalicid platform was adopted at
the st louis meeting which promul-
gated the sub treasury scheme AA
year later dec 5 1890 a convention
was held at ocala iffiaIs which adopted
a platform conflicting in some respects
with the st louis one before the
holding of the ocala convention a

bill was introduced in con
grossgresk by vance in the senate and jaI1

1

picker of south dakota inthein the house
mr davis of kentucky proposed
a resolution at ocala favoring the
passage of the Vanee bill in
congress this provoked debate many
prominent delegates opposing it the
resolution though adopted led to bad
feeling and as we learn from I1indiana-
polis today this sub treasury scheme
is what causes most if not all the dis T

turturbanbancece
the first plank of the st louis plat

form reads as follows weWB demand i
the abolition of national wewededa j
wandmand that the government shall eletab
lish sub treasuries or depositoriesrepositoriesdeposit ories in the J

several states which shall loan money
direct to the people at a low rate of in 1

terest not to exceed 2 per cent per an
num on nonperishablenon perishable farm proproductsprodusduo
and also upon real estate with proper
limitations upon the quanquantifytiVy of land
and amount of money

this it was that gave birth to the
sub treasury warehouse scheme as in-

troducedtrod in congress and as discussed
by reformers since many of itsids pro-

visions are not only ultra socialistic
but they are entirely impracticable
under any form of government

the gengeneraleral situation of adraiaffairsrethethe
world over isin of such a character that
it is presumable the saints arean led
to consider and ponder upon the sigma
of the times


