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the ope side and the new gettlers of
Missouri on the other. The first guods
» ver lnuded where Kopsas City now
stands, were woous shipped to Mr, Mo-
Coy iu 1832, Ip 1833 Mr. McCoy's
ldens of his pew (rading vost hind be-
come 0 enlarged that e Iaid ¢ff the
grounds adjacent (o it 1oto tewn lute,
avd calied 1t Westport. 'Fhe new town
thus founded prew rapluly, avuina
short time there were a pumber o.
trading bousen established, whnich
opened wb extepsive traue with the
peighbhoring Lodiauve. Later the so-
ecsllod Sapta Fe trade, ur ratiier an
extensive trude opened wilth @ orthern
Mexico, made Westport & place of im-
portance, apd the goous shipped 10
Mexico and other puluts were mostly
lnpded At the greag bend of the river,
then called Westport Landing, now
Kapsus Oity.

At the present time Westport proper
has aboul 2000 sphubiinnts, but there
ure perbhaps 5000 people wilthin ite
corporate limite. ANDREW JENBON.

Kansas CnyY, Jackson Co., Mis-
sourl, Sept, 7, 1893, -—~Ninrly every
county Jo  Miseourd hag put -
linhect, or caueed to be publiebed, his.
tories of their respective looaiities;
theee a7e, &8 & rule, not very acCurale,
B8 to dates nDd clroumstances, but
they ate Develtheless the best author-
itles oo hand it the present lime oo
mAaDY points of historical inlerest,
From one of thess histories (publisheu
like most of the others by the Missour:
Hletorical compsny) on Jackeon vsun-
ty, I have oculled & portion of the fol-
lowing:

In bowor of Andrew Jackson tbe
sevenlh Presldent of tbe United States,
Jackeon coauty, Missourl, receivoed ite
pame. There are at least twenty
counties in the United Btates bearing
the mame distinguished appellation,
Jacks.,n cpuuty, Miseourl, was Dot
settled of vrganlzed 8t a8 wRCly B dale
uw Bome of the aujolning countier, The
territory uow embracel within ite
{ilmite together with that of Cass,
Bates and a part of Carson was ocou-
pled by the Qsage Indiape, Their
title wae extinguiched by trealy with
the zovernment during the summer of

1825, However, ite first occupapcy by’

white man dates hack to the year 1808,

when tbe governmeont purchsased irom’

the [Indians a traot of land eix miles
rquare, which was afterward Eonown
as the “Bix Mile'” s Dame Which
that part of the country etill
bears, A fort wae erected upon
it durlng the same year anc military
gurrison established which derived tie
paume from the tribe of [painps oalled
Qsage. The gite of the forl was op a
bluff ¢fthe Missourl river and a short
distapece from where the town of Bit-
ley, o Qsage towoship, Dow staode,
sbout Giteen miles portheast of Lode-
pendence. For pearly tweoty years
there were U0 ImpolflaDl permanent
settlements within the lmiie of tue
county. At Fort Osage a [lerry acroes
the Miesouri river was establishe.;
which hae been usrd more or lees
until the pressut time. At the begin-
plog of the war with BEog!aod jo 1812
thie fort wes evucuated, nnd was again

occupled alter the war uontil 1322,
when it was finelly sabapdoned., Dur-
log the occupaney uf thiw ort u few

white families were encoursped by ite
officers to setilc on the sujacent Japde.

Afiler the removal of the troops immi-
gration commenced filhog up tue
country with great rapiiity, The [o-
dinus were removed durivg the sum-
mer of 1855, and in the autumu of that
yeur all the timbered portio. of the
country west of the Litile Biue was
partially occupied, The first settlers
were priveipally trom other | ortions of
the siate, but during the tollowing
vear (1826) Jarge immigrations jrom
Kentuoky, lenoessee, Virgioia, ete,
suvmented toue popuislion rapldiy.
During tusl Year an apptication was
prepared to subipil to tue legislature
for county organization apug ibe
cenBug vl the disirict wae taken. The
““Blue couutry,* ue it was thep calleu,
was attaobed 1or civii and milltary pur-
puees to Liatayette couply, apd iu the
year 1826, at « general eiecilon, Abra-
bamMeClelland snd Liilburn W, Boggs,
hoth of **Bix Mile** were relurned as
repressulutives (v tbe lower house ol
the state legirlsture. The ensujug
assembly passed AD ucl OrgaDiZing the
vounty, which was spproved Dec. 15,
1828, apu Lhree cuminiesioners were
ap.ointed to locate the county eeal,
which they did on the 29ih uay ot
March, 1827. The place selected was
in the svuthwest quarter of section 12,
townebip 49 of runye 32, apd gave It
the Dame which it bas elpce b roe,
that of Inuependence.

Janueary 22, 1827, the state legislature
appointeq Abranam McQOlelland, Rich-
sy Fristoe and Henry Burris ag preatd-
iog judges ol Lhe county; these officers
bhety tuelr flret session ou the 21st of
May foliowlng, belog sworu 1o on thal
day. Al thu¢ sessiou the couDly Was
divided loto three lownsnipe, Damely:
Fort Os:age on the easl, Kaw vDd the
weet apd Blue in the ceuter; sgbe first
derived ils name from the fort relerred
to,the secon.d from the Kaw or Kansas
river and Lhe third from Blue river,
which was npamed from the color v! it
walers,

The eariy eetiiements were all in or
nesar the timher of wome epring o!
w.ater, thesettiera thinking the prairie
japd not ooly difficuit to he subdueu,
but sctoally worthless ap (ar a8 Bgris
culturail purposes wale concerned, When
toey first commenced breaking the
} rairie they useu the “‘Darehear’® plow,
to whioh they allached irom four Lo
eight yoke o. oxen, After Indepeud-
ence was located for the resl of justice
in March, 1827, that pluce became the
moet important peint io the cuuntly,
both ib size and business.

The Arst ¢cleck of the county wue
Roubert Wilson, of Howard ocounty
who luter became uutorious Jo his per-
secutione of the Mormous, He gave
Jyp hie position in disgust belvg un:
favorahly imprersed wilth the rough
exterior apd wpcultlivated ranper ol
the people, He Was succeeded by the
notorjous moboorat 3amuel €. Owens,
who purved as counly clerk for manpy
Fears.

Kapsus City dJdates back o 1835,
Duripg tustl year the firet survey of u
towosite wWas made Desr tbhe olu
Westport Lspdinog apd called Kaneas
Cuy, but the proprietors ol the grounu
ulnnyg reed i come particulsre, anythe
towu wade but little progress until 1846
when it was laid outl on & larfger vcale,
+ines whict it has grewn with varying
prongecie. Iu 1853 the place wae auly
fncorporaiey as a oity.

Kameas ClLy, ae rememsered by the

—

Saipts who commenced their journey
neross the plains from that poliot jo
1854, coomated of a littte village eredied
alopy theé river frout, together with {
few repidences built upon the hillag

verlovkiog the river. The levee wag

jouly sbout wide enough for a team to

j88e, julliog over s ledue’of rocks jntg

the river [#34] the oue stde
and rleing hundreds of 1eat
ivte bluffle on the other. Here

and theiv excavations had heeu yade
into tie hill aud busiDess houses buglg

One of thess houses was the Uvion
botei (now (lillie House) bullt In 1849
aud apotver Unick’s warebouse, bull;.
iu1848. Abouc the foot of the presegt
Broadway the blufte, coming roupy in
oeafly & perpeuvdicular wall from Tar.
key creek, jutted lnto the river and
& WagoD rosd wlde voough Io:' one
wuagon bad beed cut Beroes it leadip
into the Kaw botiom, wWhich war (hen
8 Jenss Wood,except Where the Frepgh
traders hud cleared off » few patgheg
Che hille back of the leves wWere we])
covered with woous, except lu the (1Y
broken purtions where clearings hay
Leen made. Inehort, & less jpv
apot  for towu bullding would pg
difficult to cooceive. Bul from the
yreal Bngie in the Missourtl river at
Lhie point was the best uatural rgad g,
the pyuthwest and west, Bod it wag th
highest puvint to which goous for thz
great Banta e and plaine trade could
ve taken by hoat without iDereaasig
the cusl of land tranepurlation apy in
culring woree reade. This wag wha;
determined thie locality as the alargig
polot f.r that trade, Whhie the g
egualed river Ianding delermined thn-
exaol wput whereon the trapafur te
bosluuy wagon phould be made, Tneso.
tacts belng recognizeu the plajye traqz
previuvusly dope at lndepenuepee apd
Westport centered entirely ut Kagp,
City. Outfitting houses were Open:':
and provislon made for the outfitter
80 that they were Do lon:er compunel:,’
o gu elther to I[hdepen
Wertport. S

Kaopeas City has ool growp much
piuce 1 wae herefive years 8go. Th
boom which ‘etruck it’’a yenr ainee y
lett its uDppleaganl effecta.
additions which were built up
tue boom afe at present Blmost whel)
unoocupled; and muny of the houazs
wuiltat boom pricesin the subirhe hgve
veen taken down bacause there were
none “lo dwell io them.** 8til) Kag-
sae City le alrustling place,apa gg’ araile
foad center It rapke very high among
the great citles of the Unlon—g {agt
thutany one who will linger a sport
tme arvund the Unlod depot bulow the
biil will be hound to arknowledge.Bueh
movements of tr«dne any cu;‘g of
all deseriptions as thal whicn fake
place day aod night 8t the potnt men.
tiooed, will certainly fill the bijlas a
sample uf what Dolse, busile apd con-
fusion mesp. (ove night spent 1o the
twmediste viclvity of Uulon vepot
was enough to convince me that jf
wlevp durtog the nlght na DECreRaly
juxury for the enjoywment of good
heslth I had bulter engaye quarters up
towu, whion [ dld.

I returned lsst night from my trip to
Ray a1 d Carr, 1) counties, sud tomight
I sturt tor Chilengo, Lllinois,

ANDREW JENSUN,

UraH BuiLbing., Coluoibian Ex-
posttlon, Chicaygo, Klle., Bept, 10, 1893,
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