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thursday january syd 1896 after
t bitinggiving the parting hand to elders

williamiliam gardner john johnson and R
leo bird I1 boarded the little steamer
richmond and sailed from auckland
new zealand at p m bound for
tahiti society islands the weather
was good and the long voyage com

under the most favorable cir
cumstances the course taken was a
northeasterly one across the haurani

u andanc we passed into the ocean pro
r verper with cape colville on our right and

theahe great barrier on our left just as
wevve were eating supper in the cabin an
alarm was sounded on deck and think
ing that a man had fallen overboard or
that something serious had happened

evvewe all rushed on deck when it was dis
covered that one of the sailors had got

JE his hand entangled in the chain connect-
ed with the shipshipsIs rudder the limb
was badly squeezed and wounded caus

f ing the blood to flow freely but no
9 bones were broken I1 had a good
to nights rest but felt somewhat lone

some
I1 friday january I1 spent my
first day at sea reading the weather

t bbeingeing fine and the sea smooth no sea
sickness was experienced rvDV any one on

aboardboard at noon our position was 17
17 south latitude and 41 east

f longitude the distance from auckland
was and to tonga 1463 geobra

miles I1 also became acquainted
s with the other passengers of which

there were only lourfour namely three
k brench pearl merchants and mr eden

borough who is pattpait owner of the
steamer the ships crew consists of
the captain robert G sutton a con-
genial scotchman two officers nine
sailors three engineers six firemen two
cooks and two stewards making twenty
five men altogether adding the five

E passengers we are thirty souls on board
and not a woman among uuss the ship
is loaded with merchandise for different
islands of the cook and society groups
there are also five bullocks twenty
sheep two cats and two canary birds on
board the rats of which there are

r many were not counted the ship
registers tons was built in dundee
scotland about ten years ago and has
the reputation of being an excellent sea
watgoat

saturday january the weweather
continued fine and the sailing pleasant

sunday january ditto
monday january ditto
tuesday ditto
wednesday ditto but the wea

f thetther is getting warmer Lchavehave spent
the time on board so far reading writjr ing and conversing with passengers
ships officers and the ordinary sailors
cooks and all on utah the mormonscormonsMormons
true versus false religion the condition

y of the world the prospects of war and
scoresscares otof other subjects but as it was
not customary to have preaching or

f lectures given on board the richmond
SI1I did not apply for the privilege of
I1 speaking publicly the voyage has been

somewhat monotonous not a sail or
messeljyeasel seen of any kind since we left

M

auckland one of the most enjoyable
features of the trip has been the watch-
ing of the beautiful sunsetssunset nearly every
evening

thursday january aoth last night
we crossed the line known as the tropic
of Ccapricorncapricornapricorn aandnd thus the beautiful
morning found us watching the limits of
the tropics at noon we were in lati-
tude 22 26 south longitude tao 63
west we crossed the iloth meridian
several days ago but the ship still keeps
new zealand time we are now 1554
miles from auckland and it is 96 miles
to tonga ithethe thermometer stands
at 82 F in the shade in the afternoon
some of the sailors announced that they
saw land ahead and at 6 p m the

ous heights of tonga
could be seen with the naked eye by the
ordinary mortal the evening was most
beautiful and almost cloudless and the
bright lull moon beamed upon us and
upon the broad expanse of the ocean in
such perfect grandeur that words fail to
express the thoughts that passed through
my mind in thus gazing upon the beau-
ties of nature the island came nearer
and nearer and its rugged mountain
peaks which in some instances attain a
height of nearly leetfeet seemed to
possess a peculiar charm and attraction
on this occasion for hours I1 never tired
resting my eyes upon them soon we
saw a bright light on the west shore of
the island next we could see and hear
the breakers spend their fury upon the
coral reef which encircles tonga
and finally after rounding a point we
cast anchor off the town otof avarra
about half a mile iromfrom the shore onoiithethe
north side of the island at to10 pmp m
there is a little harbor at this place pro-
tected from the ocean by a coral reef
through which there isii an opening about
one hundred yards wide but the water
in the harbor is only deep enough for
very small vessels the richmond draws
too much water to go in hence our
anchorage on the outside soon after
anchoring a boat manned by about a
dozen natives came out when it was
decided to unload the cargo which we
hadbad on board for this island at once A
whistle which was understood on shore
was blown after which a number of
boats were soon plying between the ship
and the wharf bringing in the goods
and this work went on most otof the night
I1 landed in one of the first boats and
spent about three hours on shore where
I1 found nearly the entire population of
the town both whites and nativeses
gathered around the post office anxious
to receive the mail which the richmond
had just brought and this was not to
be wondered at for it was nearly two
months since the previous mail had
reached the island as the steamer did
not make her usual trip in december
last I1 conversed with a number otof
people among whom mr fred J moss
the british resiresidentdeni john J K hutchinHutcbin
the chief protestant missionary iin the
cook islands henry nicholas a mwnew
zealand maori who is the editor and
proprietor of a little news paper called
te torea mr hubert chase a

josephite missionary and others by
means of these conversations I1 obtained
considerable information about the cook
islands which I1 believe are very little
knownknowntoto the average american news

papaperer reader it was about two
in the night when I1 returned to the ship

the cook islands are eight in number
which lie in the pacific ocean between
118118 and 22 south longitude and and
jai west longitude the most impor-
tant the most fertile and perhaps the
most beautiful island of the group is

tonga which is situated in 21 S
latitude and between W longitude
the island is of volcanic formation with
maumountainsstains rising to a height of nearly

feet clothed in forest and bush of
different tropical varieties the circuit
of the island is about twenty five miles
and a good carriage road has been
made all around it A few small open-
ings break the coral reef surrounding
the island an advantage which has wavemade

tonga the chief resort of shipping
and the centre of trade for the group
the natives are good ship and boat
builders one of their vessels a
schooner of about tooloo tons recently
built entirely by the natives has already
made several visits to auckland all
their vessels are worked by native sai-
lors but when they make distant voy-
ages a european master is engaged
A census of the inhabitants of
tonga was taken june aoth 1895 which
was the first regular census attempted in
anyny one of the cook islands accord-
ing to the returns of that census the in-
habitants of tonga numbered 2454
souls namely 1350 males and z1104toa fe-
males of this number 2121 were na-
tives of cook islands were born itt
other pacific islands 199 in great britain
24 in america 4 tnin germany I1 in
france 2 in norway 8 in portugal rt
in china and 38 mostly half casts in
other countries in the matter of fruit
growing especially oranges and bananas

tonga can hardly be surpassed
the native houses of the island are
generally roomy and well built and artare
mostly clustered together in villages
which are all situated on the sea coast
on the strip of level lands which inter-
vened between the tootfoot of the mountains
and the sea shore the weekly newsnew
paper te torea is published at
tonga by henry nicholas a small four
page folio printed in both english atudanda
native inin parelleeppar ellel columns it is hafg
appreciated by the natives who akki
special delight in waiting for it the
editors greatest ttotroubleuble beibeinging to sod
space for their effusions the other is-
lands belonging to the group are mon
gaia lying noito miles southeast of
tonga Aitu taki about iso miles north
of tonga atin and mauke
lying about twenty miles apart undand from

I1

to miles northeast ot tonga
and the two small hervey islands called
by the natives manual and litake ty-
ing

ly-
ing between AituAltu taki and abiu

the cook islands are now a federa-
tion which has a regular government
and derives a regular revenue from im-
port duty the population is about
the imports for 1894 amounted to 1

and the exports to of
trieme imports 13 rai were irom and of
the exports to new zealand
the chief exports are coffee otof which a
very fine quality is grown

6
copra the

dried cocoanutcocoanut oranges and general
tropical fruits and cotton coffee and
oranges grow very luxuriantly and with
out much care cotton owingowin K to lo10lotair
prices has gone largely out ofof cultiva-
tion though 1700 sterling worth ads
shipped in 1894 owing to their
thorough natural drainage the islands


