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Pspa 23 1 give ear 0 shepherd

of israel Pspa SO 2 he shall feed
hisbis flock like a shepherd Is 40

11 1 I1 will set up one shepherd
over them and he shall feed them
ez 34 23 37 24

alpha and omega are the first
and the last letters of the greek
alphabet when applied to our
lord they denote that he is the
first and the last the beginning and
the end and this term is frequent-
ly found in isaiah for instance
1I the lord the first and the lastlaev
Is 41 4 1I1 am the first and I1 am

the last Is19 44 6 1 I1 am the first
I1 also am the last Is this
old testament expression the
first and the last applied to our
lord was conveniently rendered
in the new testament by the first
and the last letter of the greek
alpha and omega it has as con-
veniently been rendered aleph and
tau in hebrew or aleph and ya in
arabic or by the signs for a aadaadad th
in the egyptian hieroglyphics but
a conscientious translator would
as joseph smith the prophet has
done render any of these alpha and
omega since these two words in
the english tongue have come to
signify that title of our lord the
first and the last

the expression the lamb of
god is an allusion to the mosaic
sacrifices and particularly to the
pascal lamb and the spirit who led
john the baptist to apply the term
to our lord might just as well lead
the writers of the book of mormon
to use it

tietheThe term of the world
is applied by isaiah to our lord
thealthe people that wwalkedaked in dark-

ness have seen a great light Is 9

2 1 I1 will give thee jesus
for a light of the gentiles Is
42 6 and he said it is a
light tiling that thou shouldst
be my servant to raise up the tribes
of jacob and restore the preserved
of israel I1 will also give thee for
a light to the gentiles that thou

be my salvation unto the
end of the earth Is 49 6

from all these passages it is clear
enough that the terms to which the
learned english critic objects in the
book of mormon were not originat-
ed bytheby the authors of the new tes-
tament as he claims they are
terms more or less familiar to the
servants of the lord in all ages

the writers of the new testament
derived them from the old undertinder
the inspiration of god so did the
authors of the book of mormon

they were all instructed by the
same divine teacher and the evi

dence of this is clear to all those
who are humble and willing to
admit the truth

it will be observed that the
method by which dr duncan en-
deavors to ascertain the authenticity
of the book of mormon is alto-
gether wrong it is no wonder that
it should havohave led him to a negative
conclusion it is similar to that
which a few years ago in this coun-
try was applied to the same sacred
volume by a person named lamb
and is exactly the same method by
which voltaire attempted to show
that the books of the bible were noth-
ing but the spurious fabrications
of the clergy the reply to dr
duncan with regard to the book of
mormon is given in the observation
so often made to infidels that the
supposed difficulties in the inspired
records do not exist in the records
themselves but in the limited pow-
ers of the human intellect which
without the aid of the divine spirit
is unable to comprehend things
divine

there is a better way by which
an honest inquirer can ascertain the
truth of the claims of the book 0off
mormon let him contemplate the
facts that the prophet joseph
smith was an unsophisticated youth
when hebe gave his famous translation
to the world that he was during the
whole of his life a man whose moral
character was above reproaches a
brave champion of truth
who would sooner die than tell a
falsehood that he finally as
the apostles and martyrs of old
laid down his life to seal the
truth of his testimony and that
those who had seen and handled the
original plates were firm in the pro-
clamationcla of their testimonymolay even 1in1

11

the face of death and the solemn
eternity contemplate further that
manifestations of the divine power
have followed the work connected
with this book from first till last
and when this has been made clear
to the enquirer surely if his inten-
tion is to ascertain the truth he
must feel assured that the book of
mormon is authentic and inspired

RELATING TO PUBLIC LANDS

thinTHE act of congress making
appropriations for sundry civil ex-
penses of the government for the
fiscal year ending june 1891

and for other purposes contains
some provisions that are of special
interest to the people of the west
among themchem are the following

for topographic surveys in vari-
ous parts of the united states three

hundred and twenty five thousand
dollars oileone half of which sum shall
be expended west of the one hun-
dredth meridian and so much of the
act of october second eighteen hun-
dred and eighty eight entitled

an act making appropriations
for sundry civit expenses of
the government for the fiscal
yearyea endingrending june thirtieth eighteen
hundred and eighty nine and for
other purposes as provides for the
withdrawal of the public lands from
entry occupation and settlement is
hereby repealed and all entries made
or claims initiated in good faith and
valid but for said act shall be recog-
nized and may be perfected in the
same manner as if said law had not
been enacted except that reservoir
sites heretofore located or selected
shall remain segregated and reserved
from entry or settlement as provided
by said act until otherwise provided
by law and reservoir sites hereafter
located or selected on public lands
shallhall in like manner be reserved from
the date of the location or selection
thereof

no person who shall after the pass-
age of this act enter upon any of the
public lands with a view to occupa-
tion entry or settlement under any of
the land laws shall be permitted to
acquire title to more than three hun-
dred and twenty acres in the aggregate
under all of said laws but this limita-
tion shall not operate to curtail the
right of any person wb has hereto-
fore mademadd entry or settlement on the
public lands or whose occupation
entry or settlementlement is validated by
this act provided that in all patents
for lands hereafter taken up under
any of the land laws of the united
states or on entries or claims validated
by this act west of the one hundredth
meridian it shall be expressed that
there is reserved from the lands in
said patent described a right of way
thereon for ditches or canals construct-
ed by the authority of the united
states

ththe act was approved on the
day of last august

THE CHURCH CASES

at 10 a m september the
dyer examination was resumed be-
fore commissioner stone in the
office of the salt lake city gas

companykompanyompany P L williams judge
judd and arthur brown the three
attorneys for the ex receiver and PF
S richards attorney for the
church were present but the gov-
ernment was not represented by
counsel

mr Williams was placed upon the
stand and testified at great length in
behalf of the receiver nearly all
the ground he went over was old
and made familiar to thepe public by
testimony been heretofore published

the witness baid in my acquaint-
ance here in the past I1 have known
of properties reputed to belong to the
church and hivehave known of its
reputed wealth and conversed on
these matters with mr dyer tho
possession of perispersonalonal property by
the churonChu relf I1 regarded as suffi-
cient evidence of ownersownershiphip and
steps were taken to recover all per-
sonal property that could be found

the witness described what per-
sonal property account books etc
had been seized and stated that ac-
count books dating prior to 1887
could not be found


