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REMARKS

By Elder George A. Smith, Bowery, Sunday
Mnflﬂﬂg, J"lf ﬂﬁ'j 1857.

[ REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

I arise this' morning, my brethren and sisters,
feeling considerable dependence upon your faith
to give me ability to address you, The prayer
of faith, of the rizghteous, availeth much, and if
- the Saints desire to be insiructed by me this

morning to any cousiderable extest, 1 am cer-
tainly satisfied that faith must be exercised in
my behalf, as iy lungs are not in a suitable con-
dition to enable me to say much.

In entering into a congregation of the Saints a
man who feels the Spirit of the Lord and has
this ruling prineiple in him, must, under all ecir-
cumslances of the kind, rejuice with exceeding
great joy for the privilege of bebolding the faces
and of addressing the Saints of the DMost High,
and of bearing testimony of the truths of the
everlasting gospel in their presence.

Last year at this ume I was in the cily of
Washington surrounded by those who are strug-
gling by any and every process that can be im-
agined to get their hands into Uncle Sam’s pock-
ets. 1t was the principle and almost the only
business of every man there o invent some
scheme, or find some means or conirivance to
make a draw on the treasury. [t was necessary
that all their motives and their policy be guarded,
and that they be careful of their acquaintances
ard cautious in their conversation, lest something
they might say might endanger the object they
were endeavoring to obfain. Praying, thanks-
giving to God and acknowledzing his hand in all
things was the last thing thought of, if thought
of at all, but that is exceedingly doubtful.” I
looked upon the confusion, the strugeling for
power and place, the thirst for gold; the conten-
tion and strife that was attracling together so
many thousands from the different parts of the
United States, and all by the glittering of the
United States treasury, and I wondered. I can-
not say that it produced in my mind the first
pleasant feeling. The spirit ot wrangling, the
spirit of contention seemed to be determined
to rend in pieces and ntterly destroy the Union.
There is a trampling underfoot of the principles
upon which the Uuion was founded, and this
caused me to be sorrowful,

I frequently went into the capitol to take a
look at the boiling foamn of political swrife that
there was among:t them, and I saw a spirit that
seemed to be determined to demolish the fabric

reared by our fathers, or to disuble it by anarchy
and misrule, |

Br. Heywood and Eroomed together, we prayed
together, we conversed together, and we visited
br. Bernhisel and talked to Lim, connseled with
him and comforted him all we conld. 1 believe
that we three were the only men in the city of
Washington that had any idea that it was any
use asking God for anything, except they did it
as a formn. To be sure there are meeting houses
and temples of worship for the Catholics, for the
Presbyterians, for the Methodists, for the Epis-
copalians, and for the various gects of Protestants,
and there were chaplains who prayed a few min-
utes in the Senate Chamber and in the Hall of
Representatives.

i heard the old gentieman pray several times
who was the chaplainin the House of Represen-
tatives. I used to go into the Representatives’
Hall with br. Bernhisel in the morning, and he
would introduce me to the members, and to the
chaplain, and I could stay there until the pray-

Ing was over, then all had to leave but members
and oflicers,

They bad a very fine man for chaplain in the
house, he was ninety-six years old; he had served
in the revolutionary war. Ide was a sober, fine
man, bul his mind was set down to what he had
learned forty-five years ago. I conversed with
him and told hiin what an excellent man Gover-
or Young was, how kind heas to the Indians,
and be replied that he was glad to hear it, The
last sesgion we discovered that his step began to
falter, and that frowm one session to another he
was considerably altered, but he imade out to
continue his duties throngh the session.. The
oid man made it his business to preach in the
capitol on Sundays; Lie exhorted the people to do
right, what they were to do to be saved haa never,
I suppose, entered into his brain. I must to the
last of my days have respect for the old chaplain
for 1 considered him a fair specimen of the old
school soldiery.

As | became acquainfed with the gentlemen of
the House the subject of Mormonism was soon
introduced, and most generally the first question
would indicale prejndice and the want of know-

ledge of our feelings and views here in the moun-
tains.

It was said by some of the old Prophets that,
“The people had made lies their refure and un-
der falsehood hid themselves.’” It isan old adage
that falsehood will go round the world while
truth is getting on ifs boots. In talking with
strangers [ found very few who from all they had
hieard and read had formed any correct notions of
this people ard of this Territory, and the eirenm-
stances which surround us, but tales of false-
hood, tales of folly, tales of wickedness, and
slories imaginary of varions Kkinds; these could
be found anywhere, but very little of the truth
gcems to have rested in anybody’s brain,

The Old Book talks about a city ealled the
New Jerusalem. The passage I refer to isin
the Revelations of John, 21st chap. and from ihe
8ih to the 11th verses: “But the fearful and un-
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all Jiars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.” [Piest.. H. C. Kimball: They
have gottodie a second time.] “And there came
unto ine one of the seven anvels which had the
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and
talked with me, saying, Come hither, 1 will shew
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thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he car-
ried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mouniair, and showed me that great city, the
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God, baving the glory of God, and her light was
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal.”” |

John goes on and describes the city to a great
length, and then in the following chapter and 15th
verse, speaking of the same city, he says:

“For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.”’

Just let me tell the truth, the naked faels as
they exist in open day, to any person I wonld
visit, or meet and they would look at me with
distrust, and it would be plainly manifest in their
countenances that the truth had no resting place
there. No matter if I conversed with the great
and wise men of the nation they seemed not in-
clined to receive the truth, but let them read a
falsehood or an exaggerated statement and it
would strike their attention in a moment. They
loved lies, they loved falsehood, they loved cor-
ruption, they loved whoremongers, they loved
wickedness.

I used to suppose that all that was necessary
was to convince the children of men that any-
thing that was presented was righi, and I thought
that all men naturally had a disposition to receive
anything, and fo accede to anything that was
right, but I learned from the observations I made
that the right of the case was about the last
thing to be considered, and that justice; truth, or
the righteousness of a subject iz the last thing to
be brought under consideration.

The gnestion {o be considered is, ia there any
money in if, or is there a chance tomake any?
Is there a chance to get any political influence?
Is there a chance to elevate ourselves in the eyes
of our constituents? It makes nodifference wheth-
er it murders an innocent person or not if it isonly
popular, ‘and money can be made at it. This ap-
pears to be the ruling power with the childien of
men in thew present wicked and degenerate state.

Wa are here in the Valleys of the Mountains,
and we profess a relizion that has a form, and we
are very technical in regard to the forin, and in
regard to our pravers, in regard to our baptism,
in regard to our confirmation, in regard to our ad-
ministrations to the sick, and inregard toall those
things that pertain to our religiovs faith, We
are very parficular, the imost of us, in our feel-
ings, and quite strenuous to observe strictly those
outside ordinances, but no more so than we
should be.

But the question arises, and we all ask our-
gelves the question is it the form only, or-are we

suffering ourselves to carry out the form without |

the mmward work and the power of the Holy
Spirit?  Notwithstanding all this we should rea-
lize that the Lord looks on the heart.

My desires :nd my feelings are that if I can
observe the forms of religion, I must also use
my utmost exertions not to suffer the spirit to be
lacking, for all these things must be done hearti-
ly and as unto the Lord. Now I have some
knowledge in relation to this work; I have been
in the church from my boyhood, and Thave grown
grey and bald in the midst of Israel. I have been
in the church when there were but few compara-
tively, when one such city as we now count by
numbers in these valleys would have embraced
all that were in the church.

I was baptized in the year 1832, and I have
grown and seen ils windings and ehangings, and
I can now bear testimony that every evil and dis-
tress that has come upon the Saints has been in
consequence of not listening to the counsel of
their Prophet and President, and this hasbern by
misunderstanding, and in adhering fo our old
prejudices, and by not listening to the testimon
and warning of the Prophet Joseph. For these
causes our enemies have fallen upon our leading
men, and operated among us like a mighty sieve
to separate the ehaff fromthe wheat.

The supposition is that the smut machine is
ahead, and that by and bye every man and every
woman who feel disposed to serve the Lord with
all their hearts will have a ehance to be tried
whether they love the Lord or the things of this
world the best, whether they love the things of
the Most High God, or whether their religion is
a mere form carried out to please their Bishop, to
satisfy their teachers, or whether they do give
(heir hearts fo the Lord and all their might, mind,
and strength,

Now I feel, my brethren, to thank my Hea-
venly Father for {tie spirit of reformation that I
have witnessed situce I returned, and I feel to
pray that it may continue, and feel to exhort the
people to fear God that can destroy both the soul
and body in hell, and also for them not to suffer
doubt to trouble them, to make them wayward
in their hearts or thoughts, for I have seen the
effect of this to a great extent in times past.

I do know that the world is full of wickedness,
and that it is bound in bundles, and is fast pre-
paring for the day of burning, and I do know
there 15 no chance of deliverance or of safety
but in being tried that they may be screened and
sifted, and that all unrighteousness may be
cleaused from their midst. :

This is my testimony of these truths, brethren
and sisters, and I pray that we may live up to
them, and be prepared to inherit the glory of God

in the worlds to come, through Christ our Re-
deemer: Amen.
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Brelliren and sisters, I gladly avail mysel? of
the opportunty of informing you that I have
lately been down to the lower regions. I passed
through the Devil’s Gate and went far below it
info thedarl regions, and I was glad when [ re-
turned. I was also glad while I was there in
the line of my duty, alihough all round me there

was a greal deal of darkness and wickedness,

|

The whole nation seems to have forgotten God.
and the people are, comparatively speaking,crazy
or insane. A great deal of confusion exists
among the people, and they scarcely know what
they are doing.

There 13 much said about the * Mormons,” about
Governor Young and the Saints in Utah, and
many threaten that they are going to woik to de-
siroy the people of God from off the face of the
earth, but I do not feel that they are any worse
against this people Jhan they are against them-
selves, for they are fruly like the cats that eat
themselves all up except their tails, and then the
tails continued the war.

It is not a strange thing there for men to be shot
down in the streets by those of their own stamp,
but it is a daily ocenrrence amongst them, The
bowie knife and revolver ure coinmon weapons,
and they are used very freely, regardless of law
and order.

There is considerable excitement ahout the
‘Mormons,’ more particularly among the seldiery
and that class which drinks and chronses with
them. It is hurrah boys, come to our aid and we
will go up and wipe the ‘Mormons’ out of exis-
tence. The priests kindle the fire, the editors
blow the flame, and priests and people have all
forgotten God. - I presume that the most of them
have even almost forgotten the form of prayer,
and they breath-out profanity all the time. High
and low, rich and poor, priests and people, ser-
vants and masters are all about the'same. .

It you enguire of the candid man what igthe
matter, why all this fuss about the Latter Day
Saints? he cannot give you a single reason. They
do not know what the trouble is. I did not hear
but one iman endeavor to explain the canse of the
uproar, and his reason was that Unele Sam would
not allow the archives of the pation to he burnt
ip by the *DMormons,” that was the ecapital crime.
Whether they really hud been burned they did
not know, but tirey supposed that they had, for
some vaguae report had come to them that an of-
ficer of the Government had failed to get his doc-
uments and had returned to the States and teld
the people that Governor Young had burnt them.
That, T believe is all the charge that was urged
in my hearing against the *Mormons,? during my
short stay in the lower world.

But they say that the time has come for * Mor-
monism’ 1o be destroyed, right or wrong, and I
could realize most foreibly the real cause of the
whole trouble, which consists of the facts that
Israelis united and is about to build a temple to
the name of their God. That has caused the
devil to be up and on the mareh, and to howl
most lustily; he gives forth some splendid how-
ling.

Now is the time for the Latter Day Saints-to
live near to God, and if vou do you will feel as
calm and serene as n mbtd snmmer evening. |
tarried on the frontiers some eicht days, and I
never fell safer nor calmerin all my hife; I felt
as safe as I now do in your midst. I did not feel
that they had power to burt me, althovgh as 1
passed through the sireets the rabble would say,
‘there gpes one of the damned Mormons.” 1 do
not know btow they knew that I was a ‘Mbrimon,’
unless it was because I did not drink with then,
nor talkk with them, but they knew me and would
involuntarily breath out oaths as I passed along
in their mdst. I cared not for that, for I felt
that God was with me and that they had uot
power to destroy me; and L did not think $hat
they really felt so disposed.

All the excitement that exists- among the peo-
ple has originated from some of our worthy
friends (7) that have been here. One of themin
particular has exerted himself extremely and has
caused a great excitement among the people, has
lied so palpably and contradictorily that he has

y | rnined bimself worse than.one of his predecessors

did in 1854, Fhe papers now almost without ex-
ception, say, ‘let the ‘Mormons’ be as tnean as
they possibly can be, even if they are meaner
than hell, a late judge is worse than they can be,
for hell is beat out by him.” He is most com-
pletely whipped by his course, and it is so with
all those who have been publishing their lies
agamst us, or is beginning to be so.

The excitement had reached its highest pos-
sible pitch a few days before we left, and there
began to be a reaction in the feelings of the peo-
ple, and in the public prints and among the more
thinking part of the population. And the n-
quiry bezan to be, what is the propriety of send-
ing all these soldieisto Utah? A small party is
quite sufficient, or even none at all. Why not let
the ‘Mormons? alone, and subdue the Cheyennes
apon our borders, who are butchering our people
every day? and why not let the *Mormons? gov-
ern themszelves?’ Those began to be the queries
and remarks of the more thinking part of the peo-
ple when 1 started Home, and the publie prints be-
gan to be more favorable, end 10 comment on the
late start of the troops for this place, and upon the
probability of their having to winter by the
way.

They also began to-count the cost of the expedi-
tion of the few soldiers they were going to send
here, and they found that it would cost one third
of {he revenue of the Uniled States to- send out
2500 troeps 1o fizht the ‘Mormons,” and that
when they got here they wounld not be a break-
fast spell for our women and children, that we
could whip them out and then go out and do our
day’s work. They well understand that such a
job wonld not detain us from our peaceful avoca-
tions for even one day. And if that number of
soldiers 1s going to cost them ene third of the re-
venue, anc that for a number which our women
and children can easily whip, what will it cost
them to send an army large enough to whip out

our men? [Voice, ‘it will cost them more than
they have got.’] Yes.

Several enquired of me how many men we
could raise, able to go into the field and do good
service. I told him that we were a weak small
people, and that I could not readily give a cor-
rect guess. *Well, could you raise so many?’
Yes. ‘So many? Yes. ‘Well, how many do you
suppose, at a rough guess, that you counld raiwse,

good, efficient warriors?’ I told them that I
thought we could raise fifty or sixty thousand,
more or less, bnt with me it was only a kind of
rough guess. However I spoke candidly and be-
lieved all I said, and they also believed i,

I do not believe that the soldiers feel the least
disposition o fizht the ‘Mormons,? but the priests
aml editors are erving to Unele Sam, ‘why do we
not whip the ‘Mormons?’ Why do we let them
send our judges and other Government officers
back, and actually submit to'it?? Uncle Sam has
to do something, youn know, to make a kind of
show 1o safisfy the editors, priests and people.
But candidly I do not believe thatl either the of-
ficers or soldiers want to come here. A great
portion of the soldiers who are ordered 10 this
place will never reach here, for they are desert-
ing every day, and swear that they will not come
to fizht their own people, the Scotch, the Welsh,
the KEnglish, efe., they having learned that a great
many of this people are foreigners. And the
Aimericans swear that they will not fight the
Americans, and thus they are in afix and do not
know how to get out of the snarl they are in.
They are deserting nearly all the time, and the
officers have to stand with their revolvers and
guard the soldiers to keep them from deserting,
instead of the soldiers? guarding their officers.

[ have not yet had a dream nor vision, by night
nor by day, in whieh I have seen those troops
herey and 1 feel now, just as I have all the time,
that, as to the soldiery we wili be troubled with
here, inere will not bz much of it. Tae officers
say that they do not want to come, except once
in a while one that is full of hell, and feels as
though he wanted to come, but there are very
few of that class. They say that they do no¢
want to coine, fromn the fact that it is a great
way from the comforts of life and they cannot
enjoy the sociely they are accustomed to and
the superfluities they would desire, although some
would like to sweep the *Mormons’ from tha
earth, but they woula like to have them brought
to them. !

No officer in the army, so far as I conld learn,
had received any orders to come here, up to the
4th of July, the time we left, and no soldiers had
started for this place. Some frot companies were-
expecled to start on the 15th of July, and it
would take them about five days to start, for
large bodies move slow, and after tbey get into
camp 1t will 1ake some four or five days more to
zel on the way, hence it i3 quite presumable with
e that they are not much wore than started now.
They are getting a late start, and in a werk or
ten days the soldiers will begin 10 have sore feet,
and by the lime they get to the Platte they wll
begin to feel so sore that lots of them will take
themselves off..

All the fears that we need have is that we do
not live our religion close erough, for if we do,
all will be right, at least I feel so. Uncle Sam,
| presume, will be perfectly satisfied if the sol-
diers should pass this winter at Laramie, for I
think they will have more demand for them there
than liere where they are of no kind of use to us.
The Cheyennes are hostile, and are standing
ready all the time to whip out Uncle Sam. They
lell him to come on, that they are fortified and
ready. They know every movement of the sol-
diers, while theirs are unknown. -

The troops have some 700 very heavy freight
wagons destined. for Great Salt Lake with two
tous and a half in each wapon. Those teams
move very slow, and if they reach here before
snow falls I shall be a little disappointed,.and I
think it very probable that they will need soma
fresh cattle and some yankee drivers torgo out
and help them in..

I feel glad to return to your midst. There has
been a great change in a very short time in the
lower alinosphere. We came through in about
20 days, and left behind us a dark, cold and drea-
ry region. That is not at present a home for the
Saints,r and we are sorry for the boys we left
there. "They all bad their minds becmeward, and
they feel as though they are strangers in a strange
land and had:no person on: earth to rely on; God
was their only aid and comfort. I was glad to.
leave that region, although I was sorry for those
left bebind. Ouar mules moved freely for our
mountain bowe; they also were glad and wide
awake. -

The prospect for crops in Missouri and Kan-
sas was very poor, and:all kinds of produce were
scarce and high priced.

I feel that every thing here is moving just right.
I am glad to see your faces and to associate with
yon again, because the Spisit is so much more
congenial than that I have recently left. I here
feel as though I am in the midst of my friends,
but while 1 was there I felt as though I was in
the bowels of hell all the time..

We have no caunse to fear nor be excited, if we
will ouly move straight along. If we serve our
(zod, keep his commandments and do as we are
told, we shall all the time be right and enjoy the
blessings suited to our probation,

May God bless you; may peace be with you.
I am glad to see you, and mway the peace of
Heaven abide with this peopie all the day long,
18 the prayer of your servant, even so: Aunen.

REMARKS
By Pres. Joseph Young, Bowery, Sunday Aftler-
noou, July 26, 1857,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

I have been requested to occupy a few moments
before you tny breihren this afternoon. I have
a greal many refleclions in my mind, but it is
only the few that would be reasonable that I
Lhope may have utterance at this time.

The suggestiong avhich I heard this morning
awakened in me 88 they usually Jdo, feelings
which I have for the weifere of the kingdom of
God, which kingdom we heard to day is already
being esfablished on the earth, or we may say
that 1t is established.

It was said in the days of the apostle Paul,

‘say not in your heart who shall descend into the




