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THE RIGHT OF OPINION.

IT is no bar to naturalization if an
applicant helieves a lnw  of the
United States.to be wrong or im-
‘politie, o long as he does not vio-
Iate the Inw but is willing to obey it
while it exists. It is the right of
every citizen to issent from any
publie mensure, whether it has been
materialized into Inw or not, to work
agninet its ndoption while it is a
theory, and to opernte for its repeal
after it has become a Jegnl fnct.
This .government does not mnke
war upon opinions. The lnw does
not punish or seck to control beliefs.
They nre left free to every soul un-
der the sun. ’

We mention these indisputable
facts, becausc the nttempt hns been
made, during the past few days, to
eonfuse applicants for naturaliza-

tion on the matter of their belief

in relation to the polygamy ques-
tlon. Questions have been allowed
whioh ought not to be put toany
man before a court. And they have
beon pled with eunning and rapid-
ity, to embarass the Inexperienced
for the purposeof |reventing mem-
hers of the [eople’s P’arty from ne-
quiring the right to vote.

The objeet of the anti-poiygnmy
Inwe I8 to suppress and prevent, so
fur ns possible, the practice of what
has been known here ne plural mar-
ringe, and the relations growing out
of it. Congress has not engaged in
the new business of proselytism. It
assumes no  power over men’s
thoughts or opinions, or even their
freedom of expreesion concerning
those opinions. No man Is debarred.
from voting because of his helief on
any subject. On the contrary, the
Edmunds Inw says speeiftcally that
a citizen shall not be excluded from
the polls f‘onnccount of any opinion
such person mny entertain on the
subject of bignmy or polygamy.®’
Thus Congress emphasizes a com-
mon and constitutional right, with
which no person cun Iawfully -inter-
fere. If a voter ennnot be Inwfully
excluded from the polls on aceount of
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denied
grounds.

naturalization on® those

wrong for gome men to have more
wives than one, if there was no
law forbidding it, but seeing there
is a law against it he would not
practice bignmy or polygamy him-
self, and, if on a Jury, would find a
defendant guilty if the evidence
showed he had broken the law.
This would be entirely consistent.
Alson man might agree, sincerely,
that he would cbey a law which he
considered unjust and unwise. And
while he kept his promise he could
strive for ils repeal and express
freely his opinion ng to its demerits,
and no one could deny him any
rights on that ground, or logically
claim that his course was incon-
sistent cither with his ngreement or
with sound reason. This will hold
good in relation to nny Inw of the
land.

Will it be claimed that railroad
compnnies which conform to the
inter-state commerce law have no
right to dencunce it, to agitate for
its repes], to point outits injusticeor
its imperfections? If n man obeys
the execlse and customs regulations,
may he not believe them to be
harmeful and onfrageous and sy 8o
freely, nud yet ben good citizen?
Even: s0 n man may finnly deter-
mine not to violate the anti-polyga-
my laws and yet maintain that they
ought never to have been enncted.

It &8 n fiagrant viclation of the
Ispi rit and Jetter of the Constitution
and Institutions of this free Ilnnd
when any individual is denied the
rights and privileges of citizenship
for his abstract belief. No lawyer
ought to attempt nny such outrage,
no court ought to permit it. Petty-
fogging for political purposes is n
disgrace to anyone who resorts to
sych n Jow.lived practice. And it
will pny members of the bar much
buetter, in the long run, to preserve
| the dignity of their professien than
stoop to petty tricks for a special
purpose,

If an alien has not sliown by his
past conduct nnd will not pledge him-
self to prove by future aciions that
he is “‘attached to the Constitution
of the United States and well dis-
posed to the good order and happi-
ness of the same,?? let him be re-
| jected when he applies for natural-
1zation. But, In view of that Con-
stitution, of the laws of Congress
and of the rulings of the Bupreme
Conit of the United Btater, let not

hisepinionson these subjeets, neither | a man’a religious belief or abstraet

A man may conscientiously be-| mitted as a eltizen.
lleve that it would not be morally |and years yet to come, and when

can an applicant for vitizénship be | opinlen be a subject of discussion in

a court, or made the sole reason for
rejecting his spplication to be nd-
There nre days

right triumphs, as it will, only those
who respect the right will them-
selves be respected.

-

“THE OTHER CHEEK.”

1045 the hight of impudence, o
the depth of rownardice, may b
both, for n dastardly assailant when
chastised for repeated assnults upen
an ndversary, to whine out that the
object of his violence has “none of
the spirit of turning the other cheek
when the first one hns been smit-
ten.” Thisis the compinint about
us presented by the mendacious
seribe who has made it his dally
businese to void his venom ngninst
the DESERET NEWS.

How many times is nny one eXs
pected to submit to personal or other
nesaults from a vindictive and um-
crupuloué enemy, without turning
upon him sumething more than
“the other chesk??” Is a bellever
in the Christinn creed never to de-
fend himself against an miversary?
Are there po limits to emdurance
and silent submission? Is it
contrary to Christinn  principles
after both checks have been smitten
and smeared time and again hy 2
creature who counted on non-retal-
intion, to cudgel him with vigorand
held him up to scorn and detesia-
tion? Wethink not.

We do not so understand the pre-
cepts of the Great Teacher. We
admire both sides of His character
and hoth features of His examples.
He was the Christ just ns mueh
when He wielded the “scourge of
thongs’ as when He was “led as &
lamb to the slughter;” nnd His
words were quite a8 much dnspired
when He advised each of His dis-
ciples who had not n sword to “‘scll
his cont and buy one,*’ as when He
propounded the doctrine of turning
“the other cheek.”

There ig nn old adage about “pa-
tience ceasing to be a virtue.”’
When n cownrd strikes at a peaces
nble person, repeatedly, expccting

that he will bear [t without
reseutment and even turn the
other check- to be buffuted. he

may be surprised at n change of
nction but has no reason to com-
plaiu if he gets n good drubbing.
And when a purveyor of falsehood
counts on the forbearanc: of an ad-
versnry, because he has kept silent
during constant misreprescntation,
it displnys eousiderahle “cheek” 0



