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teeb cordiallycor diaHy detest very
oil we crossed a rushirushingrig stream onOB

4 bridgedge of ice forming a complete

4
aceb

i and strong enough to support
regimentgina ent of cavalry we crossedthelue glacier from chih h this stream
OB audand saw travestraces of several av

inchesclies which had swept downflorlaona the heights carrying with
61 tonsons of0 rockroc andan eartht oververto we hajhai toclimb vegetationof a different kind from that iuin
ui began to crop uptip but the

around were all along
asive accumulations of fantastic
rocksks of bright colors showing the
entire geological formation of the
cordillera

at 5 p m we came to the next
1110n burrousurroundedelded by extensive corn
fieldsds and I1 was glad to rest my
weary limbslimba after a ride and marchutof eteenfifteen hours the innkeeperwaa an unmannerly argentine

who taking me for a chil
Q treated me with much con

until I1 convinced him that I1
WOO88 not one of his born enemies I1
managed ttj get a bed put into one of
hisois wretched rooms and found my
companions to be the russian enedeer mr L and an american

railroad contractor whom I1 had
abtinillL chili eight years ago mr

kindly invited us to share the
P and fowls he had ordered for

aichich we were very grateful and
Weat decided to pursue our journey
at day I1inn company the ameriao a man of immense strength
hauringaau ring six feet five inches inhiss stockings and accompanied byalatt eti ormus mastiff proved to be a
roostost agreeable traveling companion
of

hilt mr L a perfect gelatgentlemanlem AD
high breedingbeeding gave us some interesting accounts of his life in chilio0 trying to arrange a contract
th the government for some eightutor ten miles of railway he hadbeanaen hunsucunsuccessfulcess ful an aa

american company having underbiduv him by nearly one million
POUndgods sterlingesterling the contract had
beenn signed a few days previous to
ofir meeting for the lumpjump sum ofabrearee audand one quarter million
pounds

arterA a fair rest in rather tumble
downwn beilsbeds we started down the
valley at 3 a in A you ng argen
adz

ne who had arrivedarrive from men
oal the evening before hadbad found

portions of the road washed awayanu had lost three horses over the
aliffaff only managing to save theanathe ani

al he rode as he drove the othersbeforeorore him however we foundthehe road broader and better as a
hole than any we had yet met

iaballu but thehe river much swollen
oadhad washed the road away wherev-er it approachedapproachrd the bantbank so thatwewe ofte u hadbad to climb the cliffscliff s andatatoneone place ththee path along the
precipice was so narrow that the
pack mules could not pass and hadto10 bfbe unloaded the men carrying
thelue baggage over piecemeal ynin theirbacks but soon all danger waspast the road broadened and the
descentscent became easier it was veryhot0 and water was scarce for the
river water was too muddy for
drinkinglehingluhing

ly tilethe scenery was by no means love-y yet majestic the snow crowned

mountains we had crossed hebe pre-
vious day rising behind us therhe
burning sun seemed to have
extinguished all vegetable and
animal life this valley so full of
laird slips with its frequently flood
euen river and treacherous avalanches
seemed the worst place for the pro
jestedd railway and my companions
had their doubts whether the con-
tractors would be able to carry
through their enormous
towards evening we came to a
rattierrather respectable housebouse enclosed
with trees and hadbad to ford the river
toreato reachchitit some gipsies hadbad pitch-
ed their camp close by and we had
no sooner dismounted than we were
surrounded by these picturesque
people and the usual begging and
fortune telling commenced we
could not help admiring the beauty
of two or three of the women and
girls who would have rejoiced the
hearts of many a painter and who
with weirtheir dazzling white teeth
sunny eyes elastic gait and jet
black hair interlaced with many
COWScoins reminded me of the numerous
pictures of which their kindred have
been the inspiration these people
s fand of velaretra not kept back by
the greatest obstacles and I1 have
met with a troop in chili which
hadbad somewhat brought its carts
horses babies and dogs across the
andes

our lugg gas examined in the
Argenargentinetitie customcustoncustomhousehouse close by
after which we ate a wretched
meal and retired to rest next
moruing on the proposition of mr
L we our men and
mules at 4 a in and hired a
carriage to I1takeake us some th iarty miles
alongalon a fair road we started across
a wide plain scantily diversidiversifiedfled by
a few shrubs undand dwarfed trees
the road was heavy audand our driverdrivel
continually flogged audand shouted at
the mules which dragged our old
fashioned carriage then we
climbed up some hills we had to
cross I1inn order to reach the road down
to the prairie land of mendoza
at the top we overtook our animals
and halted forthefor the carriage could
proceed no further here the view
was magnificent
below us lay an immense tract of
softly undulating country covered
with low shrubs and cacti and
away iuin the far east was a flat
kuretch of misty expanse which at
first 1 mistook for the sea but knew
must bt the wide tpampas of the ar
gentine republic here and there
onOD the hills we saw herds of horses
and cattle and our men bad sighted
three ostriches andsand eleven gianacosguanacosguaguan acus
the small kind of llama which a-
boundsboundssinin the lord illera and especial-
ly in patagonia and the skins of
which make such nicedice rukarugs the
ostriches which are easily tamed
are smaller than thythe african species
and without tall plumes at about
11 a in we were again on horse-
back and overtook our cheleno
friends one of whom had hadbad a bad
fall while crawling over the stony
pass thedacthe jay before and was suffer-
ing much after passipassingrig over some
twenty miles of rough steep road
the pampas always i ii11 sight we came
to a very neat autiaun clean inn quite
an exception to the preceding ones

where the owners were very kind
all owing I1 suppose to the fact that
the landlord hadbad a wife to help him
the first ArgutiargentinetiDe woman we met
with her kind welcome made us
torgetforget the insoinsolenceleuce wevye had had to
endure from her countrymen nearer
the frontiers

the poor wounded chelenoJh ileno was in
such pain that he gave up all idea
rfof proceeding on horsebackborse tack mr
L bound and doctored him and
then left us wishing to catch that
nights train at mendoza lorfor buenos
ayres he had ordered a carriage
to wait for him at the fostoffoot of the
hills whence he had still to drive
more than forty miles before night-
fall we were sorry to lose him
and I1 hope to meet him again when
I1 return tuto chillchili

we took a good lunch and passed
the heat of the day in practisingpracticing
with our revolvers in which ex-
ercise in american friend showed
great skill I1 had a long conver-
sation with the wounded chelenoOhCh llenoileno
who turned out to be a wealthy farm-
er from los andes well bred and
strastraightforwardstraightI1 forforwardward and we made
friends at once he lent me one of
his horses to ride to mendoza as a
change from my jogging mule and
sent his friend and a servant along
with us asking us to order him a
carriage next day to the nearest
point but I1 was doubtful if he would
not have to rest several days before
being well enough to proceed

at 3 p inm we started again
passing some three hours through a
rich valley clothed with wild pouchpeach
trees and gay with innumerable
flowers on its steepsleep sides grazed
much cattle Ffromrorn it we issued in-
to open country gradually descend-
ing to join the pampas below we
could trace the yellow line of the
road to mendoza amid the green
bushes of the pampas far away a
dark patch of trees showed where
the city of mendoza lay and beyond
that point like a troubled sea
stretched the whole vast expanse of
flat pasture land bounded by a level
horizon over which some angry
looking clouds were gathering in
the middmiddleleofof the yellow road moved
a cloud of dust which we knew to
be caused by mr li Iss carriage
rolling on to its destination we
made sure he would never catch his
train but found afterwards that he
actually did so owing to its having
started two hours behind time wiwe
hastened forward having still forty
miles to ride on tired animals and
part of the time in the dark when
we got into the straightstraitstraightht road across
the pampas vivid flashesashes of light
ning illuminated the clouds on the
horizon and by the time night fell
they had increased in frequency
and intensity accompanied by
distant thunder I1 have never in
my I1lifeife seen grander or more in-
cessant lightning than that which
now lasted for four hours some-
times a flash would rurunn in a serpen-
tine line along the horizon then
another would approach the earth
and turn back to the clouds at other
moments a whole bunch of forked
tongues would dart out of a cloud to
the ground or a broad straight flash
would cause us to fear damage to
some place or person by and by a


