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Eehtines eordially detest. Very ! mountaius we had crossed ‘he pre-

ah
arch

& regiment of cavalry., We crogsed
e glacier from which this stresm
) Ues, and saw traves of several av-
ilehey which had swept down
f0m the heights, carrying with
1em tons of rock and earth, over
of Ich we hal toclimth,  Vegetation
Ul:" tiflerent kind froms that iu
Ml began tu crop up, but the
mo“'_ltaius around were all aloug
g“‘{swt{uccumulnmnus of (autastic
i ks of bright colots, showing the
(?“"_: geologienl formation of the
* Londillera .
inALS pP.m. we came to the uvext
A0, Burrounded by extensive corn-
“.eldfh and T wus gzlad to rest my
tary limbs after a vide and march
. n hours. The inunkeeper
89 an  unwmannperly Argeutine
igaucho, who, lukiug me for & Chil.
U0, treated me with much con-
wiBpt uuti) I convineed him that [
VaS 10t one of his born enemies, I
g]lalmged by gut a hed put into one of
wo Y retched rooms, and_found my
r‘i’mpaulons to be the Russian en-
%[Jeer, Mr. L., and an Ameriean
dilrongd contractor, whom I had
Mmet fu Chili elght yenrs ago. Mr.
o Rindly invited 08 to share the
WU{J and fowls he had ordered; for
“_h Ch wy were very grateful, and
8decided to pursue our journey
O6Xt day jn company. The Ameri-
30, » man of immense streugth,
Messuring six feet five inches in
8 5tockiugs, and ncvompanied hy
8 engrmnus mastiff. preved to be
a‘g%t agreeable traveling companion,
o il Mr. L., a perfect gentlenan
‘hlgh breuding, gave us some iu-
W:]‘fﬂhng accounts of hie fife in Chili
wille trying to arrange u contract
o ith the yoverument for some eight
Cten miles of rnilway. He had
“0 unsyecessful, nn enterpriting
b.énerl_l‘.u.n ecompany haviug vuder-
"0 him by pearly one millicn
Pounds sterling. The contract had
“th sigpned a few days previous to
t#:‘,[enwul:f for the lump sum of
8 an | arter i
Pounds one-quarter nrillion
q After o (wir rest in rather tumble-
vo“’ll wxle, we started dowu the
illey at 34, m. A youvg Argen-
@8, wio had arrived from Men-
021 the evening before, had founa
Eorhuns of the rosd washed awny,
ulf;d had lost three horses over the
tf, only managing to save the ani-
Mal he rode, ns he drove the others
fore him, However, we tfound
w‘l‘: road broader and better, ns a
ik ole, thap nny we had yet met
b Ith; but the river, much swollen,
ﬁ“d washed the roud awny wherev-
wr It approached the lmnk, so that
ueom i had to elimb the ¢liffs, and
one plage the path along the
Precipice was so narrow that the
4k mules could nat pass, and had
be unloaded, the men carrying
I © huggngu over piecemenl oo their
“hs, But soon all danger was
BUst; the rond hroadened aud the
“Atent became earier. It was very
Of, utid water wus searce, for the

Ver water was too muddy for
‘irinkiug. e

. Tha scenery was by no means love-
¥; yet mnjestic, the snow-crowned

1 8nd strong enough to support | extinguished

0N Wa ¢rogsed n rushing stream on | vious day rising behind us. The
Mdge of jue forming a complete | burping

seemed to  have
nll  vegetable and
ammal life.  This valley, so full of
Jamdslipe, with its frequently flood-
ed river and treacherous avalanches,
secmed the worst place for the pro
Jjeeted railway; aud my companivus
had their doubts whcether the con-
tractors would be able to carry
through their enormous wora.
Towanis evening we came to a
rather respeotabls house enclosed
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with trees, and had te ford the river|

te reach it. Some glpsies had piteh-
ed their camyp close by, und we had

' no sooner dismounted than we were

surrouded by these picturesque
people, aud the usual begging and
fortune-telling commenced. We
could pot help admiring the beauty
oftwo or three of the women and
girls, who would have rejoiced the
henrts of many a painter, aud who,
with their dazzling white tueth,
sunny eyes, elastic gait, and jot-
black bair, interlacedd with many
coins, reminded me of the numerous
pietures of which theirkindred have
becn the juspiration. Thewe jeople,
sd fond of travel,are not kept back by
the greatest obatngles, and 1 bave
met with a troop im Chtli, which
had somewhat brought ite carts,
horses, babies, aud dogs across the
Andea.

OQur lugy-ge was examined in the
Argentine custum-house close hy,
after which we ate n wretcheu
meal and retired to rest. Next
moruing, on the propusition of Mr.
L., we despatched our men and
mules at 4 &, m., aod hired a
¢urriage to 1ake us some thirty miles
alongu fuir read. Westarted across
2 wide plain, seantily diversificd hy
a few shrubs apnd dwarfed trees.
The road was heavy, and our driver
continually flogged aud shouted at
the mles which dragged our old-
fashioned carrlage. Then we
c¢limbed up some hills we had to
ctoss in order to reach the road down
to the prairig-land of Menduza.
At the top we overtovk our auimals
and halted, forthe carringe could
proceed no further. Here the view
was overpowerlogly wagnificent.
Below us lay an immense tract ol
softly undulating country, covered
with low ahruls aod cictl; and
away iu the fur east was a flat
utretch of misty expanse, which at
first 1 mistoouk for the sea, but k new
must be the wide [ ampae of the Ar
gentine Republic.
on the hills we saw herds of horees
and cattle, and our men had sighted
thiee ostrichesand eleven guabacos,
the emall kind of llama which a-
bounds in theCordillera, and especial-
ly in Patugonia, and the. skins of
which make such nice rugs. The
ostriches, which are easily tamed,
are smaller than the African species
and without tall plumes. At about
11 a. m. we were agalu on horse-
back npd overtook our Chileno
fricnds, one of whom had had 2 bad
full while erawliug over the stouy
pags the 1iny before, and was suffer-
ing much. After passiug over some
twenty miles of roughsteep rond,
the pampus always in sight, wecame
to a very neat apa cleay inn, quite
an exception to the preceding ones,
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where the owners were very kind,
all owing, I suppose, to the faet that
the lapdlord had s wife to heip himn,
the first Argestine womnan we met
with. Her kind welcome made us
turget the insolence we had had to
eudure from her counirymen nearar
the fiontiers.

The puor wougyded Chileuo was in
such paiu that be gave up all idea
of proceeding ou borsebseck. Mr.
L. towud aud doctored him, snd
theo left us, wishiug to catch that
pight’s truin at Mendoza tor Bueuos
Ayres.  He had ordered a garringe
to walt for him at the foot of the
hills, whence be had still to drive
mere than forty miles before night-
fall. We were sorry to lose him,
amed I hope to mevt hit again when
[ return tv Chili.

Woe took a guod lunch, aud passed
the heat of the day in practising
with our revelvers, in which ex-
ercise my Ameriean irfiend showed
great 8kili, 1 had a long conver-
sntion with the wounded Chilleno,
who turnoed out to be a wealthy fnrm-
er from Los A ndes, well-bred, and
straight-forwami, and. we made
friende’at ouce. He lent me gue of
his borses to rivde to Mendoza, ns o
change from ruy joguing mule, and
gent his friend apd a servant alony
with wus, asking us to order hima
cnrria%e next duy to thue nearest
poiot; but I wusdoubtful if be would
not have to rest several days hefore
being weli enough to proceed.

At 8 p. m, we started apain,
passiug some three hours through n
rich valley, clothed with wild peusch
trees, and gay with ivoumerable
flowers; ob its sieepy sides grazed
much cattle. From it we issucd iu-
to open couutry, graduully descend-
ing to joiu the pampas below. We
could truce the yellow ijne of the
rond to Mendoza amid the green
bushes of the pampas.  Fur away a
dark pateh of trees showed where
thecity of Mendoza lay, aud beyoud
that point, like = troubled sen,
stretehed the whole vast expanse of
flut pasture land, bounded by a level
horizon, over which some angry-
lonking clowis were gatherivg. Iu
the midiileof the yellow road moved
n cloud of dust which we Lkpew to
be caused by Mr. L.%s carriage,
rolling on @ its destination. We
madesure he would pever eatuh his
traln, but found afterwards that he
actunlly did so, owing to its buving
started two hours bebhind time.  Wo
bhastened forward. haviag still ferty

ere and there | iniles to ride on  tired nnimals, nnd

part of the time io the dark. When
we got into the stralght road across
the pampas vivid flashes of light-
niny illuminated the elouds on the
horizon, nod by the time night fell
they had increased fu frequency
and lutensity, accompanied by
distant thunder. [ have never in
my life seen grander or more in-
cessant Hghtning than that which
now lasted for four hours, Some-
times a flash would run in a serpeu-
tine }pe along the horizen; then
unother would approach the carth
nod turn back to the clonds; at other
moments a whole buuch of forked
tongues would dartout of a cloud to
tiie ground, or n broad straight flash
would cause us to fear dumage to
sutue place or person. By-and-by a



