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a5 Fleeser mountain, in one of the
roughest portions of the main range of
the rocky mountains. While gomg up
the north side ot Fleeser creek, a stream
-of about 2,000 inches, copper float was
found and followed up the steep hillside
for 300 leet until a mound, evidently an
old ore dump, was found, immediately
above which was a deep depression in
the hillside.

The depression, or mouth of the old
workings, asit proved to be, was ten
feet deep and about ten leet wide by
fifteen feet long, in the center of which
was a scrub pine tree twenty hve inches
In diameter and evidently a hundred or
niore years old. The depression was
covered with sagebrush and other vege-
tation, and would never have been re-
cognjzed as the work of human hands
were it not for the excavations which
lollowed. Finding that the quartz float
‘which they were following went no far-
ther up the hill and discovering con-
siderable in the vicinity ol the old dump
-an open cut was started in the bottom
of the depression running into the hill,
with the result that after going about six
feet under the surface a large slab of
rock wasdiscovered closing the entrance
o an ancient tunnel. Removing the
slab and clearing away the debris of
ages the prospectors found an opening
hve and a baif feet high by four feet
wide, supported on entharside by stone
pillars and covered by slabs of stone.

The 1unnel was {ollowed twenty-three
feet into the hill and about fifty feet un-
der the surface, until a cave of.earth and
stone was encountered, which Messrs.
Clark and Howard worked on for a day,
but were unable to remove, and the
-came 10 Butte to secure tools and facili-
ties for turther investigation.

Judging from the size of the dump at
the entrance Mr, Clark is of the opinion
that the tunnel extends at least 400 feet
furiber into the hill, and a force of men
have been sent from this city tor the
purpose of removing the accumulated
dirt and fully investigating the find.
The piftars in the tunoel are 12x18
'nches, 52 feet high, and made by plac-
ing stones upon each other and wedged
U}) tight with smaller stones, no cement
of any kind being used. The pillars are
placed three feet upart, and reaching
across from pillar to pillar is a stone
slab six feet long, twelve inches wide
and eight inches deep; upon the top ot
these are laid-other and smaller slabs of
Stone reaching on to the next cross siab,
and completely covering the top of the
tunnel. The bottom of the tunnel is
hollowed out as il the oreand dirt which
was taken out had been dragged over
it, probably in cowhides or by other
primitive means. ©On the projecting
rocks of the masonry signs of birds are
found very plentitul, indicating that the
mine was probably abandoned some
time before the only opening was closed.

The masonry of the tunnel throughout
is very crude, and there are no marks of
any toois, other than bhammers or other
blunt instruments. No cement being
used small stones are inserted into every
opening, uatil the whole is as solid as
can be niade. The small stones, or keys,
are much hattered and bear evidence of
having been hammered a great deal.
The ooly implemenis lound so far are
two stone shovels, which bear evidence
"of having been much used. They are
abont twelve inches across the broad
part, or blade, and have small sione:
handles eight inches long, to which a

longer handie was evidently fastened.

Along each side of the tunnel and on
the dump in front ore was found scatter-
ed in abundance, although no trace of a'

lead app: ars upon the surface, it having
evidently been covered by the accumu-
lated dirt of ages. The ore found is not
nalive copper, nor in any way similar to
that tound in the ancient excavations
which have been brought tolight in the
other parts of the country. Itisa very
bright pyrites of iron and copper, smelt-
ing very easily, and is very rich, the
samples fourd and brought to Buite
assaying forty-five per cent copper. No
trails or other evidence of how or where
the ores were worked have so far been
brought to light, but a complete investi-
gation will be made.

The canyon in which the ancient mine
lies is very narrow and precipitous, and
can only be reached on loot, there not
being room for a wagon in the canyon,
or even room enough to build a wagon.
road. The nearest place where buman
beings could live, and where, undoubt-
edly, the prehistoric miners of Fleeser
creek had their abodes, is the Big Hole
basia. four miles distant, where the
famous Big Hole battiefield is located,
anpd where General Gibbons gave the
Nes Perces Indians battie in the early
days of Montana. Numerous imple-
ments of stone and flint bhave been
picked up in that vicinity heretofore,
but were supposed to have belonged to
some of the Indiantribes which roamed
there in early days, and no particular
attention was paid to them.

The country rock where the discovery
was made is lime and vranite, and the
lead is what is known as a ‘‘contact’
vein. The tunnel was evidently started
on the lead, and Jollows it into the hill.
All about lie granite bowlders weighing
hundreds of tons, and above rise cliffs
of granite and limestone bhundreds of
feet in height, Fleeser mountain, in
whose towering shadow lies the work
ol a past and forgotten race of men, is
one of the highest peaksin the range of
the Rockies, and its hoary head reach-
ing above the clouds is covered with
perpetual snow. That the workings
were ever discovered was the merest
chance, and may lead to still greater
discoveries in the archzological world.
Within the past few years considerable
prospecting has been done in the vicinity
of the Blg Hole basin and some very
pronusing prospects have been discover-
ed, some of them going phenomenally
high in copper for surlace showings.
The men of old who worked the Fleeser
mountain copper mines undoubtedly had
some crude method of extracting the
copper, which may he discovered later.

As an instance of how easily the ores
in that district may be smelted, a num-
ber of years ago an old prospector at
Diviele, near Fleeser mountain, erected
a rough stone furnace and smelted a
large amount of copper from some ores
which he found, with scarcely any help
other than a fire ol laureiwood. About
five years ago an old prospector on soap
gulch, about thirty miles northwest of
the prestént discovery, found a tunnel
fifty teet under ground while working
upon one of his quartz claims, but as he
was very uncommunicative but little at-
tention was paid to i, and no one
knows anything of it other than that
the tunnel was discovered. As the pros-
pecter referred to has lived for thiny
years upon the ground mentioned and
no one else has ever done any work up-

on it since his residence there,-it is’al-
most certain that the workings discover-
ed by him were by people who lived in
Montana during times now forgotten.

The discovery of Messrs. Clark and
Howard has created'considerable excite.
nient among mining and scientific men
in this vicinity, and the resultof their
researches is awaited with greatinterest.
Only two days® work upon the discovery
was done by them when they came to
Butte and bad it recorded under the
name ol the Catalfa. Mr. Clark and Mr,
Howard are well known and highly re.
spected in Butte, having lived nere for
many years and enjoyed many honors
at the bhands of their fellow-citizens.
Both gentlemen were on the Legisiative
ticket 1n Silver Bow county last tall and
both are men whose honesty and vera-
city have never been called into ques-
tion.

The clearing out of the tunnel and
going through the cave, which has fallen
in, will probably take several weeks.
At the end of that time developments
niay be looked for of such a nature as
will startle the entire scientific world
and throw the Mississippi mound-build-
ers farin the rear of the archaological
procession.

A HISTORIC VILLAGE.

In Saturdsy’s NEWS was an an-
noupcement of the relara home of
Mr. B. F. Cumminge Jr., ot thie gity,
from an extended tour in the east, and
he has furnished the followlug acoount
0! a visit mave by bym to the village of
Mepdon, Monroe couvty, New York,
which hap been made famous bty the
achievements of two men whem it
claims as its sone, and wbo, at least in
s sense, began their iliustricus pareers
within e precinots, Though Beignam
Young aud Hever C. Kimball were
not natives of that village, they were
liviug In it when they entered upnon
that minijetry which resulted in glving
them a world wide (eme,

The village coptaics a population

of about 700, sand ls a scber, quiet
avd thriwing place, It 1= about
twalve miles souib of the olly of -

Rochester, and is not reached directly
vy & railroad, the nearest depot beiny
some thfes miles distant. This fact
adds to ite rurel cbaracter, Jiving in
the village on 8 farm about a mile
from ita center, is Mr. Hom r 8, Kim-
ball, & son of Solomon F. Kimball,
who was s brother of Heber . Kim-
ball. Mr. Cummings ealled upon bim
and was recsived with tbe ureatest
kindiees and hospitahity. Mr, Kimtal)
la & farmer in comforiable elroumstsn-
ove, I8 69 years of age, ia ol active,
temparate and industricus baolts, sim-
pls and oordin] in hjs wmanner, of a
somewhat religious turn of mind, and
an attesuant at services in & Presbyte-
rlan church, though his pareuts were
Baptists, in which faith he wes raisec.
Hie wife 13 2 woman of quief, unas-
suming ways, but a alight acqualnt-
auce indicates her to be a woman of
mariked aminbility of character., They
vsve three children,only oneof whom,
a young lady, was at home.

Mr. Kimbail spoke with silectionate
reverecoe of big ““Uncle Heber,” apd
Jec nred that tbe [atter was always
neld io high regurd by his brother
Suviomon F., though the two dJdiftered
radcally 1o 1heir.religlous views, Mr.
Kimball aleo epoke very kindly and



