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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The Sixty-eighth annual Conference
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-diiy Salnts convened In the Taber-
nacld, Salt Lake Clty, at 10 a. m. on
Wednesday, April 6th, 1898, Presldent

ford Woodruff presiding,

Jf the general authorities present on
the stapd there were of the First
Presldency—Wilford Woodruff, George
Q. Cannon and Joeeph F. Smith; of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles—
Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Rlichards,
Brigham Young, Francils M, Lyman,
John Henry Bmith, George Teasdale,
Heber J. Grant. John W. Taylor, Mar-
ridger W, Merrill, Matthias F. Cowley
and Abraham QOwen Woodruff: Patri-
arch .John Smith; of the Flrst Seven
Pre¢sidents of Seventles—Seymour B.
Young, C. D. Fjelstead, B, H. Roberts,
George Reynolds and Jonathan G.
Kimball; of the Presiding Bishoprice—
Willtiam B. Preston. Robert T. Burton
end John . Winder,

Conference wase called to order by
President George Q. Cannon

The cholr and congregatlon sang the
hymn which beglns:

How flrmm a foundation, ye Salnts of

the Lord,
Is lald for your faith In His excellent
word,
Opening prayer by Elder John
Nichoison.

All¢hail the glorlous daey,

By Prophets long foretold,
When with harmonious lay,

The sheep of Israel's fold
On Zjon's hill hiz preise proclaim,

And shout Hosanna to His name,
was sung by the cholr.
PRESID'T WILFORD WOODRUFF.

I fee] very thankful this morning at
having the privilege of meeting so
many of the Latter-day Salnts In this
the pixty-eighth ennual Conference of,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Laiter-
day Baints. I bad fears that I shoula
not be able to attend this Conference,
as % have been nuite unwell the past
mofith; but the last dey or two 1 heve |
been hlessed with DLetter health. It is
a great satisfaction to me to have this,
privilege; and I em satigfled in my
own mind that there are many, includ-
ing the Prophet Joseph 8mith and|
others of the leaders of the Chureh tn
the spirit worid, who are qulte as
deeply interersted fn the Conferernces
and our work today as we can bhe our-
seiveg. And I hope that while we are
together we may have the eninyment
of the Bplirit of God, and that our
minds may be open, and our teachinga
and instructions may be led in thar
chahnel which will be to the edifica-
tion of the Baints and the benefit of ua
ail.

The signs of the times ahow that the
Lord has not forgotten Hls promises
glven through the Inspiration of the
Propheta and Apostles In deys that are
past and gone. There has been a great
change tn the world with regard to
Mormonism In the last year of our
liven, and there has been a great In-
creage of the labors of the Elders of
Israel among the natlons of the earth,
where they have been calldd to tryvel.
And T hope and trust that we may be
in a condition that we may compre-
hend and understand our duties today,
and what there ig lying before us; and
all that we have t0 perform in order
to do the will of the Lord and carry,
out His purposes In placlng us on theI
earth,

I hope and trust that the 8pirit of,
God may he with uas all; not only those:
who speak and teach during Confer-
ence, but also thnse who hear. I pray,
to God that His Spirit may be over us,’
that our minds may comprehend our
dutles ‘during ghir Conference, ahd an
those things required at our hands;
and that we may be trfie and falthful

{ PRESIDENT GEORGE

while we dwell in thé flesh; and when
we are called to give an recount of the
deeds done in the body, that we may
feel justified In the blessings of God
that have been glven unto us, and In
the privileges we have been able to
enjoy in our day and generation. I
8ay, God Dhless you; and I pray for His
Spirit to rest upon the Salnts of God.
and those who may address us, This
Is my desire In the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Q. CANNON
was the next speaker. He expressed
gratification that s0 large a number of
the Baints had convened at the open-
Ing sessfon; also that President Wood-
ruff wa's present and we could see him
and hear his voice.
the wonderful change which hed re-
cently taken place in the position occu-
pled by the work of God, In dark
hours' of the past, when its destruction
had been threatened and hoped for by
ita enemiea, the servants of the Lord
had ' predicted brighter and better
times. They had been sustained by the
Spirit of prophepy, The deliverances
which had been wrought out showed
what God could do for a people to en-
able them to carry out His PUrposes.

The djscourse throughout was devoted
to showing the wonderful events as-
sociated with the Church in its,Zntire
hiatory, with speclal reference to the
overwhelming proofs of the exlstenée
with {t of the Spirit of God—the spirit
of prophecy,

Some of the predictions of tbe past
related to the expansion and efficacy
of misstonary work. President Cannot
Bhowed how these were being fulfitled.
The number of Elders now in the
field was about 1.700, and they were be-
ing recelved- with unprecedented good
will and meeting with unpatralleled suc-
cess. It was stated that. under ptoper
conditions women of the Church wguld,
In the future, take part In misslonary
labora. 'When econverts shall be made
ebroad it i8 now deemed advisable
that they should remain until they gre
grounded in the falth, and that strong
branches may be built up to assist the
Elders In thelr work

Presldent Cannon likewise spoke
commendably of the iabors abroad of
membera of the quorum of the Twelve,
and made speclal reference to the fact
of TEldér Anton H. Lund of that
quorum, accomparied by Elder F. F.
Hintze. having gone to Palestine, the
chief ohject of their mission being to
estahlish a gathering place for the
Sajnte of the Orlent. Allusion was
llkewise made to the faithful labors of
the Presidents of Beventies,

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH

wAas the next apeaker. He testified from
his own experiénce and the whisperings

iof the Bpirit, to the truth of the re-

marks of the preceding Speakers; and
followed this estimony with en address
devoted chiefly to these subjects. The

beneflcial temporal, as well as spiritual !

nature of the work of God; the need of
the guidance and blesslngs of the Lord
in all the labors of life; the unfailing
mercies of God to the faithful and thelr
withdrawal from those who forget God;
the unfortunate tendency toward reck-
leseness and untalthfulness on the part
of many members of the Church: mani-
fegted In the non-observance of the
Word of Wiedom. and other Yaws of
congisteney: the danger attend!ng the
di=nlay of bigotrv and nnrrowness,
The choir kang the anthem.
Jeena, T my crosa have taken.
Benedletion by Patriarch John Bmith,

N Afternoon Sesslon

Opening hymn;
“High on the mountain top
A banner {8 unfurled,
Ye nationps now look up,
It waves to all the world.”
sung by the rholr,
Prayer by Klder Anthony Ivins,

He then spoke of |

Singing by the cholr:
“Awake, ye Haints of God, pwake!
Call on the Lord in mighty g,ru.yer,
That He will Zion's bondage break,
And Dbring
snare,’
PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW,
of the councit of the Apostles, was tha
first speaker. The privilege of the
Latter-day Saints to exercise falth in
behalf of the speakers to the end of
drawing out instructions of benefit tg
them, was referred to. Without that
aszistance of God it was impossible for
any man, no matier how competent, to
minister In spiritual things; and the
advantages of such work were within
| the reach of all
Individual labor,each man working for
himself, was the rule marked out |n
the gpirit world, for the guidance of
men in their second estate, to the end
that s=alvation might be gzalpned
through the falthful performance of
every duty. No one should be discour-
aged on account of not helng able to
accomplish at once all his desires; byt
he ahould press on to the mark of hig
high calling. Advancement then
Iwould be Lnevitable, as the work of

God was characterized by perpetual
progress. INone should be ldle, but a))
ahould exerclse the privileges of en.
joyment under proper bounds, while
in the performance of their dalty
labors. The highest enjoyment could
I.be obtained by study and reflection up-
on things past, present and to come,
There was great enjoyment in  the
memory of the past, in cunsequence of
having done our full duty, =nd, in the
reflection of mecomplishing whet wag
necedsary in the present. Much vexa-
tlon experienced by the Salnts was un.
‘necessary, It was a consequence
;m’ not knowing whether they were ge-
cepted of God. When 8 man undep.
stands the nature of the glorious
promises conveyed through the Gospel
of Christ, it was an Incentive for him
to atrlve to obtaln their fulfllment.
When we shall get into the future life
and Jook backward to what we pg.
complish In this, it will be a case of
happiness, QOur minds should be |n
a constant state of activity in the lines
of truth, that progress in righteousnean
might go an unceasingly. The time
would come when the Saints would go
back to Jackson county, Mo., and we
ahould he pieparing for that tlme ana
the conditions that would then exist.
In that time there would be no pooy
Emong the Saints. The Lord would
fully reveal a system in relation to
temporal uffalrs that would be perfect.
We were now fairly well agreed in
apiritual things, but there were wide
differences with regard t0 .financia)
matters. Yet we would some time be
as fully united on the one subject as
the other.
ELDER HEBER J, GRANT,

of the quorum of the Twelve, followed,
He had enjoyed the spirit and teach-
Ings of the Conference, and rejolced in
the testimonfes and evidences he was
continually receiving, of the truth of
the Gospel and the goodness of God,
All the faithful Saints had great cause
to feel grateful for the favorable con-
ditions now surrounding them, and
iheir escape from the great trials and
tribulations of the past. He regretted
that the remarks of the offlcers
of the Church to the people, had to
take the form of a constant repetition
of the commandments of God. Not-
withastanding the general testimony of
the Halnts to the truth of the Gospel,
and the righteousness of Ite laws, very
many who held this testimony seemed
unwilling to llve up to those laws.
Practite did not always keep pace
with professton. Self-sacrifice for the
advancement of the cause of God was
not general enough. Dellverance from
financial bondage could be confidently
looked forward to, If the Saintas would

to neught the fowler's
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