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| BRASS.

~ Pve tuned my harp to various themes,
. Bul ne’er before to brass;
Have racked my brain with many schemss,
%o claim through life a pass—
it Nature made my face of clay,
‘hich seems misfortune dire—
azen front we need E.".‘ih day

ielp us to aspire.

tinctured with the ore

ot be left at large;

ot earn enough on shore

¥ his parish charge.

olly in this flaunting age |

how a modest face;

e crown, and brass the rage;
5 off in the chase.

B
1

ge grows the dalsy down——
put-scent the rose;

es the brainless clown,

8 Lim great repose,

n far ont-swells the peach—
pck scorns the pink;

A fancies it can teach

lesh and blood to think.

rhy may I not bravely sing

fise of staring brass?,

A8, in this mad age, toring

alse to power an——ass,

pice of gold breaks on the air,

nd says, “‘I’'m King of Earth;*

t brass, which hoots down all despair,
‘Claims prior right by births

‘Braszs stares unflinching in the face
Of @®en 0ld Nick® himself,
And mocks all modesty and grace

While clamoring for pelf;

Ile wears a self-sufficient look,
And swings with such an airl
I*ve half a mind to write a book

On brass!—it would be rare.

Yes, I have fung on many themes,
But ne’er before on brass;
Mave racked my brain with many schemes,
To claim through life a pass—
But Nature made my face of elay,
Which seems misfortune dire;
A brazen front makes clear the way
For ninnles to aspire.

DISCOURSE

By President BRicAM YOUNG, Tabernacle, Feb-
ruary 17th, 1856.

[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.)

We have just heard bro. Morley’stestirnony con-
eerning the religion that we have embraced. The
extent of knowledge incorporated within the salya-
tionextended to the clildren of men, will vastly ex-
ceed the researchies of the human family,and when
they have passed the vail, they will.then under-
stand that they have but just commeneced to learn.
Bro. Morley says he never expects to be too old
lu'leﬁrn; 1 believe that doctrine. ‘That which is
to be learned in the eternities of the Gods pertains
to life, and that lif= is exhibited to the human fam-
ily inthe degree which they are capacitated to re-
ceive it, that they may be tanght as we teach our
children, that they may learu the first rudiments
of eternal lives.

Could we live to the oge of Mathusela and eat
the fruits which the earth would produce in
her strength, as dil Adam and Eve lefore the
transgression, and spend our lives in searching

. after the principles of eternal life, we would find,
when one eterni'y had passed to us, thut we had
been but children thus far, babies just commen-
cing to learn the things which pertain to the eter-
nities of the Gods.

We might ask, when shull we cease to learn?
I will give vou my opinion about it; never, never.
If we continue to learn all that we can pertain-
ing to the salvation which is purchased and pre-
sented to us through the Son of God, is there a
time when aperson will ceass to learn? Yes,
when he has sinned sgainst God the Father, Je-
sus Christ the Son, and the Holy Ghost, God’s
minister; when he has denied the Lord, defied
him and committed the sin that in the bible is
**+ _od the unpardonable sin, the sin agsinst the

oly Ghest.  That is the time when a person
will cease to learn, and from that time forth, will
descend in ignorance, forgetting that which they
formerly knew, and decreasing until they “return
to the native element, whether it Le in one thou-
sand or in one million years, or during as many
el-Zuities as you can count. They will .cease to

«crease, but mmust deerease, nutil they return to
the native element. These are the only charac-

ters who will ever cease to learn both in time and
eternity.

A number of items occupy my mind pertai-
ing to the suints, I may say, a great many more
than ; could tell in one day, in one month, or in
one year. Those who are well acquainted with
ne, know something of the action of my mind,
T'o explain it, let me say to yon, 1f vou wish to
‘ell me a long story, one that will take you two
tours to get through with, a key word will at
‘nee give me an understanding gof all you could
say, in that long time. All who are acqaainted
with me know this. Bring any business matter
before me, and the brethren with whem I am as-
socisted in business transactions know that | need
but a word to know the nature of it. So it is
with regard to my preaching to the people. If I
ceuld patinto them the same spirit and under-
standing which I have, they could see and un-
derstand things without a long detail of explana-
tion. But this is not the case with ull the people.
therefore Tam, in a manner, compelied to use
the time Ido in spesking to them upon the vari-

possibly spare

ous subjects, at legst so far as [ ean
i If I weredisposed to, I could train mys=l
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to get up here aud take a text and explain 1t, and
dwell upon one little item just as long as any
other man, but what is the use of it? Upon this
principle it wou!d take us more eternities than we
shall ever see, to learn what we have to learn,
consaquently when Ispeak to vou T speak the
few words lyha?a to say, as | already have upon
| the subject of intelligence nnd learning,

We shall never cease tolearn, nnles: we apos-
tatize from the religion of Jesus Christ. Then
we shsll cease 10 increase, and will continue to
decrease and decompose, until we return to our
native element. Con you understand that? It
is a subject werthy the attention of the eminent
divines of ehri-tendom, and they may search into
it until they are tired, and-still know compara-
tively little about it, while I preuch it to you ina
few words.

I will here introduce a subject that we all
should be acquainted with, I allude to morality.
Have you been taught morality! Yes, every
oneof you have heen tnught uot to use profane lan-
guage, to be honest in all your dealings, to be
courteons to all »t home sund uabroad and to be
strictly upright on all occasions. All this you
have been tanght from vonr youth.

Muny thick that all which was tapght them by
their futhers and mothers, school teachers and
priests, ought to be removed, luid aside, dispensed
with, and that they should begin anew to learn
every prineiple of civilizition. This is a greal
mistake. I make these remarks because I have
heard elders preach that there was not a sectarian
‘)riest,— nota man living upon the earth, or that
vad lived upon it, neither a reformer nor a pro-
[essed chrisiian, from the time the priesthood was
tuken from the earth until Joseph Smith came,
but what went siraight to hell fire when he died.
Yes I have heard them presch just as absardly
as that. 1 hsve heard many say, I will dispense
with this, and [ will diepense with that; and ma-
ny of ourelders zctually dispense with praying,
and say it is nothing but a sectarian wotion.—
Were you taught by your futherstoprav? “Yes,
{but that is a sectarian unotion.” Were you
tavght no' 1o lie? “Yes, but that was a secta-
rian notion.” Waere you taught not to pilfer?—
“Yes, but we think, we wont say it aloud, it is
nothing but a sectarian notion, and we have to
learn every thing over again.” This is a mista-
| ken idea. There is only one thing which the
people lack on this point, in order thut their tradi-
tions and former education may do them good,
{and that is to know how to sever the good from
the bad, how to assimilate to themselves every
good frait of character they have seen in their
fathers and mothers, teachers and reighbers, and
every good thing that has been tanght them from
their youth, and how togather to themselves every
good prineiple they have heen traditionated in, and
etore that up as their individual property, and then
dispense with every erroneous idea and every in-
consi-teney.  Many things which have been
tanght us in our childhcod, or in our early lives,
are truly inconsistent, lay them aside and cleave
to the traditions which actual'y tend to virtue,
holiness, chastity, loveliness, kinduess, honesty
and trathfulness in every respect, and gather all
the good into our own store house, and let each
one say, that belongs to me.

Some imagine that they must begin and un-
learn the whole of their former education, but I
say, cling te all the good that you have learned,
and giscard the bad. This leads me into a field,
the gate to which I wish to have closed up, lock-
ed up, and passed by; I do not wizh to say any
thing about it. I will say this much, however,
il there are not all kinds of fish in this gospel net
I should like to see the kind that is not in it, and

I think that would be something new under the
sun.

Treasure up in your hearts that which tends
to virtue. You say, “I want an explanation up-
on virtue.” I wish I could so give it to yon, that
you could understand it when I am doue talking;
I will do my best to do so. Learn the will of
God, keep his commandments and doe his will, and
you will be a virtuous person. Can you under-
stand that?- If vou cun know the will of God
and do it, you will be a virtuous person. You
81y, *perhaps I should be led to do that which
is contrary 10 my former traditions, and to do
that which is really wrong.”” No ma'ter any-
thing about that; if you can know the will
of God and do it, you will be a virtnous person,
‘and will receive knowledge upon knowledge and
wisdom upon wisdom,and you will increase in
understanding, in faith and in the light of eterni-
ty, and know how to discriminate between the
right and the wrong. 1 know the people sav that
they do not understand, thut they do not know
what the Lord requires of them. Isay keep the
commandments of the Lord. We were taught
that the commandments of the Lord were this,
that and the other, in our former lives, but when
we can know and understand, by the revelations
of Jesus Christ, the will of our Father in heaven
and do his will, he will make us pure and holy,
and fit for the society of angels and himself.—
Will we not be virtuous then? yes, in the highest
sense. Many say, “I don’tknow the will of the
Lord, I wish T did. T do really wish I knew what

the Lord requires of me, but I do not know, and
|do not know how to find out.”

I will now refer you to the scripture, where it
lranda that we chall be judged according to the
deeds done in the body. If I do not know the
will of my Iather, and what he requires of me
in a certain transaction, if I ask him to, give me
wisdom concerning any requirement in life or in
regard to my own course, or that of my friends,
my family, my children, or those that I preside
over, and get no answer from him, and then do
the very best that my judgment will teach me, he
is bound to own and honor that transaction, and
he willdo so to allintentsand purposes. 1 have
often reflected with regard to people knowing the
mind and will of the Lord by revelation. My
thoughts turn within me in a moment, in my re-
{ flections upon what has hitherto been and that

1

which actually now comes before me coucerning
the saints in the last days and in the former days.
For instance, Jesus when upon the earth ealled
twelve men to be witnesses that he was the Christ.
Then there were a great many others who be-
lieved that fact. but he showed to those twelve
men things that he showed to none els#; he con-
vinced them in a degree that he convinced no oth-
er person, that is, in some instances.

My mind then reflects in a moment, did Jesus
have the power to make his disciples be' @ e that
he was the Son of God by raising the dead, by
laying hands on the sick, by walking on wauter,
by multiplying the particles of bread and fish set
before the maltitude, or by any other miracle? Did
he convince and prove te iwelve men that he
was the Christ, by the miracles he performed?—
He did not. He did not convince them by one
or all of the acts, which were called miracles, that
he performed upon the earth. I know that many
think that they are a great proof, that it is aston-
ishing that people wﬁl not believe, when they
read over the history and miracles performed in
the days of Jesus and his Aposties. Let me tell
you that if his apostles were here in this our day,
traveling through the couniry raising the dead,
laying hands oun the sick, cas'ing out devils,
walking upon the water, or doing whatever they
might be able to perform, it would all be no
proof to the people that they wera, sent of God.
| know that some of you think this is strange,
and if so, I have strange views upon these sub-
jects. It is no proof to me, it is no proof to any
person else, and often serves to throw persous
relving npon’it into temptation, and to cast them
still further into darkness. “Have you uny proof
of this?”’ Yes, right here in our midst. Men
who have professedly seen the most, known and
understood the most, in this Church, and who
have testified in the presence of large congrega-
tions, in the name of Israel’s God, that they
have seen Jesug, ete., have been the very men
who have left this kingdom, before others who
had to live by faith. I have a witness right be-
fore me, and I am fearful every time that a man
| or Woman comes to me and relates great visions,
saying “I have had a vision, an angel came and
told me thus and so; the visious of eternity
were opened and I saw thusand so0; 1 saw my
destiny, I saw what the brethren would do with
me; 1 foresaw this and that® Look cut for
that man or woman’s going to the devil.

I ask, is there a reason for men and women’s
being exposed more constautly and more power-
fully, to the power of the enemy, by having
visions than by not having them? There is, and
it is simply this. God never lestows upon his
people, or upon an individual, superior blessin s
without a severe trial to prove them, to prove
that individual, or that people, 1o see whether
they will keep their covenants with him, and keep
in remembrance what he hasshown them. Then
the greater the vision, the greater ihe display of
the power of the enemy, aud when such indi-
viduals are off their guard they are left 10 them-
selves, as Jesus was. For this express purpose
the Father withdrew his spirit from his Som, at
the time he was to b- crucified. Jesus had
been with his Father, talked with him, dwelt in
his bosom, and knew all about heaven, about
muking the"eart', about the transgression of man
and whut would redeem the people, and that he
wus the character who was to redeem the sons of
earth, and the earth itself from all sin that had
come upon it. The light, knowledge, power and
glory with which he wus clothed were far abo e
or exceeded that of all others who had been upon
the earth after the fall, consequently ut the very
moment, at the hour when the crisis came for
him to offer up kis life, the Father withdrew him-
selIf, withdrew his Spirit, and cast a vail over him.
That is what made him sweat blood. If he hud
hag the power of God upon hLim, he would not
have sweat blood; but all was withdrawn from
him and a vail was cast over him, and he then
plead with the Father not to forsuke him. No,
says the Father, you must have your trial:, as
well as others.

So when individuals are blessed with visions,
revelations and great manifestations, look out,
then the devil is nigh you, and you will be temp-
ted in proportion to the vision, revelation, or
manifestation you have received. Henece thou-
sands, when they are off their guard, give way to
the severe temptations which come upon them,
and tehold they are gone.

You will recollect that T have often told you
that miracles would not save a person, ard I say
that they never should. If I were to see a mun
come in here this day and say, “l am the great
one whom the Lord has sent,’” and cause fire to
come down in our sight through the ceiling that
is over our heads, I would vot believe any more
for that. It is no matter what he does, 1 cannot
believe any more on that accouut. What will
make me believe? What made the twelve apos-
tles of Jesus Christ witnesses? What constituted
them apostles, special witnesses to the world?
Was it seeing miracles? No. What was it?
The visions of their minds were opened, ard it
was necessary that a few should receive light,
knowledge, and intelligence, that all the powers
of earth and hell could not gainsay or compete
with. That witness was within them, and yet,
after all that was done for them. after all that
Jesus showed thern, and after all the power of
the spirit of revelation which they pessessed, you
find that onme of them apostatized, turned
away and sold his Lord and master for thirty

ieces of silver, in consequence of his not being

rm to his covenant in the hour ef darkness and
temptation. Another of them was ready to say,
“I do not know anything about the Lerd Jesus
Christ,” and denied him with cursing and swear-
ing.

Some are apt now to say, “I don’t kngw any-
thing about this ‘Mormonism,’” I don’t know
about the priesthood.” Did you not once know?
“I thought I did.” Did you not once know that
Joseph Smith was a prupgﬂ? “I thought I did.”
Did you not once know that this was the king-
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dom of God set up on the earth? <] thought I
Ldid, but pow 1l find mysell decrived.,”” What is
the reason? Because they give way to tempta-
tien; they may have had great lizht, knowledge,
aud nanderstanding, the vision of their minds may
have been opeued and eternity exhibited to their
view, but when this is cloged up, in proportion
to the light given to them, so is the darkness Lhat
comes upoun them to try them.

Are you going to apestatize when yoa ara in
darkness? T'hat is the time to stand firm. 1
' know thére are some people right in our midst
‘only about on a par with good quakers; say they
“] pray when 1 feel I'ke it.”” Have youn prayers
in your fafni'ies? “Yes, sometimes, but 1 do
not always feel like prayiog, and then I feel 2a
though it wounld be a sin.”

L#t me tell yon how youn should do. If you
feel that you are tempted not to open your mon'h
to the Lord, and as though the heavens are Lrues
over your heads and the earth iron beneath your
feet, and that everything is closed up, and you
| feel that it would be a sin for von to pray, then
walk up to the devil and say, Mr. devil, get omt
of my way; ana if you feel that you cannot get
down upon your knees for fear you will swear,
say, get down knees; and if they don’t feel right
when they are down put something under them,
some sharp sticks, for instatice, and say, knees
come to it. *But I dare not open my month,”
says one, ‘‘for fear that I shsll swear.” . Then
say, open mouth, and now tongue begin, Can-
inot I sav Father? Yes, I can: | learned that in
the davs of my yvouth. Suppose 1 say, Epther
look in mercy upon me,~—do yon think the devil
is going to snap yeu up then? If he is still by,
and yon duare not open your eyes for fear you
will see him, tell him to stand there until you-
have done praying, and bring the body o a state
of submission. '

] have taught you that the spirit is pure when
it comes into the tabernzcle. The tabernacie is
subject to sin, but the spirit is not. A great
many think that the spirits of the children of
men, when they enter the tabernncles, are totally
depraved; this is a mistake. They are as holy
as the angels; the devil has no power to contam-
inate them, he ouly contaminsted the bodies.
When your spirit wishes to worship the Father,
and your bidy is so full of weakness, or wicked-
ness, that yon feel as though vou conld not do it,
go tu and bring your body into subjection; bow
the kuee and confess that Jesus iscthe Christ, if
it is darker than 10,000 midunigh's in your minds;
sav. ‘1 am for the Lorc, anyhow.”

That mukes me think of a great mony Chris-
tians in the world, when th y sre sick and in
tronble they will prayv; if they are in fear of
starving to death for want of food, of freezing
through lack of raiment or fuel, then they will
call upon the Lord. 1 know the old prophet sdid,
*“In theday of trouble they draw vigh unto me.”
Get ont, say I, in my feeling:, in regard to such
a rel'gion. When | am starvirg to death it is
time for me to he di'igent in getling :nmﬁlhing fo
'to eal; when the ship is in a stogm, it is then time
to look ort for the rigging. Oune may ask, **Are
you not goingdown below to prav, in this dreadful
storm?” No, I lmve no time to pray now, I
must take care of ‘he ship. So it shonld be with
every Lattir Dy Saint. By and bye the storm
18 over, then lvt us go down into the cabin and
do np our praying in fuir weather. That is what
‘Mormonism? teaches me; und when it is dark as
midnight darkness, when there is not one parti-
cle of feeling in my heart to pray. shall 1 then
say, I will not pray? No. but get down knees,
bend yourselves upon the floor, and mouth, cpen,
tongue, speak, and we wil see what will come
for h, nnd you shall worship the Lord God of
Israel, éven when yon feel as though you could
not sny a word in his favor. That is the victory
we have to guin, that is the warfare we have to
wage. It is between the spirit and the body,
they are inseparably connected. The spirit was
not msde here, it was organized in eternity, be-
fore the worlds were, with the Father and with
angels before they came here. :

When the devil got possession of the earth,
his power extended to that which pertaios to the
‘earth. e obtasined inflnence over the children
of men in their present organization, becsuse the
spirits of men yielded 1o the temptations of the
‘evfl principle that the flesh or body is subjected
in. This causes the wurfare spoken of by Paul
when he saye, “the spirit warreth agninst the
flesh, and the flesh ngainst the spirit.” Paaul ex-
plained it as well as he could, and I am trying to
explain it s wellas T ean. Often when the spirit
' would do good the body overcomes, then one does
the evil that brings into subjection the spiril.
. When the spirits of men are ssbject to the body
and continue to be, and commit the amount of
evil necessary to fill up their cup, they are cast
out and their names will be blotted out from the
Lamb’s Book of Life.

You know that it used to be a great saying,
and T might say worthy of all aceeptation, among
the Methodists, “] know that my Redeemer lives
and wmy name is written in the Lamb’s book of
life.” Their names were always there, and never
will be blotted out, though they may be up and
down, warm, hot and cool, and though they may
gin to-day and to-morrow repent of it, but their
names will remain in the Lamb’s book of life un-
til they gin the sin unto death. And when their
names are once blotted out they will never be
written there again; they will then be numbered
with those who will cease to increase, cease te
learn, to multiply and spread abread.

But again to the witness, that is on my mind.
It was necessary for Jesus Christ 1o open the
heavens 1o certain individuals that they might be
witnesses of his personage, death, auﬂ'eriug and
resurrection; those men were witnesses. But as
Jesus appeared to the two brethren going out of -
Jerusalem, he was made known to them in the

‘breaking of bread. Now suppose he had eaten
' that bread, and gone out without opening theijr

eyes, how could they have know that he was the

Savier who had been crucified on Mount Calvary?



