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fell last night in the shape of sleet and
:#now, brought on by a brisk norther.
The thermometer fell about thirty de-
ETees, Reports indicate that the
norther is general over mnorth and
northwest Texas. A blizzard accom-
Jpanled by sleet and snow has been rag-
ing in the viecinity of Deplson, Texas,
and in the Indian Territory for the
.past 24 hours. Stock has suffered
greatly.

Altoona, Pa., Dec. 20.—A freight train
of twenty-one loaded ears, traveling
-down the mountain to this city tonlght,
became unmanageable in consequence
of the slippery condition of the tracks,
made the twelve miles from Galitiz into
Altoona in as mapy minutes, and
crashed into a freight traln in the
yards directly in front of the passen-
.er station. About fifty cars were
completely broken up and theHollidays-
burg passenger train, which was stand-
ing on the track outside the passenger
shed was thrown over on its side. The
engineer and fireman of the runaway
train were helped from the cab of the
wrecked locomotive and both were able
to walk away. Three other tralnmen
were taken to the hospital. One of
them {s sald to fataily injured. A
brakeman named Corbin 15 still unac-
<ounted for and is thought to be under
the wreckage.

S, Kuster of Hagerstown, Ind, who
was accompanying a carload of poul-
try, was fatally injured. Brakemen
Corhin and Turner.sre still missing.

Philadelphia, Dec, 20,—One person
was possihly fatally hurt and six others
were more or less injured this after-
noon in a collision of the Roxborough,
Wissahickon & Manayunk clectric road
on the outskirts of this city.

While descending a hill a trolley ear
became unmanageable on account of
the slippery tracks, and descending at
full speed, it struck a horse car at the
foot of the incline, bringing up against
a8 trolley pole, The roof of the trolley
car fell In on the passengers, the stove
upset and the wreck caught fire.

J. B. Lamb, aged 2% years, conductor
of the runaway car, suffered Injuries
which will negessitate the amputation
of a leg and oile arm and may result in
his death. The motorman and passen-
Eers were severely cut and brufsed. The
wrerkage was consumed by {lames,

London, Dec. 20.—Parsons Pasha and
other officers have arrived at Kassala
to arrange to take over the place from
the Italians. The troops will not ar-
rive until Thursday.

The town of Kassala, which under
an agreement between the Itallan and
British governments, iz about to be
taken over by the latter in the Interest
of Egypt, s one of the three keys to
the Soudan, the others being Dongola
and Berber. It ia an important strate-
gical center between the River Nlle
apd the Red Sea, situated on & torrent
named Elgarsen, which during the
rains 18 400 or 500 yards in width and
protects one face of the defense.

When the Egyptlans first occupied
the town they fortifled it and made it
‘a place of a " agalnst the Abys-
8jnians, On the outbreak of the Mahdi
Tevglution, a force under Osman Digna
was sent to capture Kassala, then held
by a small datachment of Egyptians
under Mudir Ahmid Bey Ifal. For
twenty-two months Ahmid held out he-
Tolcally agalnst the Dervishes, fre-
Quently sallying forth in gearch of food.

On one occasion the starving garr!-
BOD made n sortie and succeeded in
Capturing 2,000 head of cattle against
overwhelming odds. When at length
all the ammunltion was gone Ahmid
Surrendered, in September, 1885, on
Condition that the lives of the inhabi-
tants and soldiers should be spared. In
Spite of a2 promise to respect the cond!i-
tion, the Dervishes committed terrible
atrocities and Osman Digna had sev-
€ral of the officers executed.

In 1891, when Great Britain and Italy
settled their boundary In East Afriea,
the latter power was permitted to occu-
py Kassala, until such time as the
Egyptians should be In a positlon to
resume possession of the town. In 1894
Gen Baraterl availed himself of this
permission, and captured it by a bril-
liant attack.

On May 8, 1896, the Itallan govern-
ment, answering a question in the
Chamber of Deputies, announced that
Kassala would be retained as It was to
Italy's interest to fulfill claima to Great
Britain’s friendship, which it 1s under-
stood called for the holding of Kassala
by Itallan troops, but even then it was
believed Italy would hold the place
only temporarily. Bince that time
events have caused the practical aban-
donment of Italy’'s colonization schemes
in Africa and Kassala, therefore, 18 to
be occupied by the British,

Parsons Pasha takes with him a bat-
tallon of infantry and detachments of
artillery, engineers and a camel corps,
altogether about 1,800 men. he force
was embarked at Suakim in the latter
part of last month and carried to Mas-
sowanh, the chjef port of Abyssinia,
from which point it is marching over-
land. All the diplomtic arrangements
for the cession of Kassala to Great
Britain had been completed before the
end of September last.

New York, Dec. 20.—Fifty broad silk
weavers in the employ of the Meding
Manufacturing Co., at Paterson went
on etrike today for an increase In
wages of 10 per cent.

Kansas City, Mo, Dec., 21.—TFire
broke out at 1:16 o'clock this, Tuesday,
morning in the Auditorium building, at
Ninth and Holmes, which contains the
bigeest theater in Kansas Clty, and
one of the big hotels. The fire origin-
ated in the servants’ quarters, on the
aixth floor of the hotel.
greatest excitement prevailled among
the guests of the hotel, no one was
hurt in the panic which followed the
alarm of fire.

At 1:40 o’clock the flre was bellaved
to be under control, but at 1:56 the
flames burst forth agaln, despite the
eftorts of the firemen.

At 3 o'clock it was apparent that the
bullding would be destroyed. A por-
tion of the roof and the domes had
fallen in, the outzide wall threatened
to fall at any moment and all spec-
tators had been driven back from the
street.

Though there waa great excitement
among the guesta of the hotel, many
of whom sought shelter In near-by
bufldings, it is quite certain that the
fire has been attended by no loss of
life or serious accidents.

The Woodward stock ¢ompany, who
have been playling at the theater,saved
all thelr effects. Paxton & Burgess are
the lessees of the theater.

At 3:30 o'clock thia morning It 18 cer-
tain that the destruction of the huild-
ing will be complete, All the guests
succeeded in saving most of thelr ef-
fects.

Alexander Frazer, owner of the prop-
erty, states that the building and the
hotel and theater furnishings represent
an Investment of $330,000. He pur-
chased the property only a few months
ago. His insurance, he says, Is about
70,000, Owing to the high rates de-
manded he had refused to reinsure sev-
eral pollcies which recently expired,

Chicago, Dec. 21.—"Trouble in In-
dian Territory is expected by the com-
missloner of Indlan affairs, and by
others in this city who are famillar
with the condition of affairs prevall-
ing there,” says a Washington corre-
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spondent of the Herald. '"On January
Ist the tribal courta will be abolished
by an act passed at the last session of
Congress, and the United States courts,
given full Jurisdiction over the Ter-!
ritory.

“In many quarters the officers of the
Indian courts have declared that they
will forcibly resist all efforts to pre-
vent them dolng buziness, and the
United States marshals have given no-
tice that {f any tribal courts are held
those assuming to conduct them will
be arrested.

"A delegation of elght Cherokees,
seven of them full-bloods, s now in
the city. A few days ago they pre-
sented a memorial to Congress asking
that the law be rescinded, but Con-
gress has now adjourned without ac-
tlon, and when it again convencs the
courts will be out of existence.

“Meanwhile the sub-commilttee of fhe
Senate committee on Indian affairs ap-
peointed to consider the problems in the
Territory, has practically decided to
recommend amendments to the pres-
ent law, providing for the apportion-
ment of all lands held by the five alvil-
fzed tribes among the members of
these tribes, and also an amendment
providing that all valld leases shall
be recognized by the government of
the TUnited States and the money paid
on account of them covered into the
treasury for the benefit of the varlous
tribes,

The Dawes commlission has reported
its failure to come to any conclusion
with all the Indlans, Such agreements
as have been concluded wvary so In
thelr provistons that in view of the
fact that eventually a uniform system
of government must be provided for
the Indian Territory, it is question-
able whether any of the agreements
should be definitely ratified by Con-
gresg until the desired and necessary
uniformity ¢an be reached.

“Secretary Bliss thinks no govern-
ment will be satisfactory untll Con-
greas shall provide for the eastablish-
ment of a single uniform system for
the entire Indian Territory that shall
place all its Inhabitants fn possession
of the rights of American citizens.”

Washington, Dec. 21.—Miss Lejla
Herbert, daughter of ex-Secretary of
the Navy Herbert, dled at her home in
this city this morning as the result of
a fall from the third story of her home
on New Hampshire avenue, jin the most
fashionahle part of the city, just off
Dupont Circle. The sudden death and
tragic features surrounding it were na
gsreat shock to the great cjrcle of
friends she had made in the course of
her life in Washington as the daughter
of a popular representative in Congresa
from the South, and later one of the
cabinet circles of ladies, when she pre-
sided over her father's household dur-
Ing the four years he was secretary of
the navy, under the last Cleveland ad-
ministration. Her death was traceable
indirectly to an accident whiie horse-
back riding in her natlve state of Ala-
bama about two months ago. 8he
always had been enthusiastically fond
of riding and while paying a visit to
her old home rode a horse that had pot
been broken. It stumbled and she was
thrown viclently to the ground, sus-
taining severe Injuries to her bhack.
8he was brought back to Washington,
hut recovery was exceedingly slow and
it was not until last Sunday that she
was able to po out of the house. On
that day she went driving for the
first time. since the accldent, and Dr.
W, W, Johnson. the attending physi-
clan, noticed conslderable improvement.

This morning she was unusually
bright and cheerful and chatted ani-
matedly with her married sister, Mra.
Micou, who made her home with the
ex-gecretary and his daughter. It had
been Miss Herbert's custom for several
yvears, to take her breakfast In her
room and later prepare for the soclal
obligations of the day. Shortly before
10 o'clock she dressed to go down
stairs, but instead of descendlng went
to the rear room of the third story,
from which she fell, sustalning in-



