
mUslon.'to Its requirement! fWonldtlmony. If this order of things which
No one, however prejudiced ho may be,

ecaroely avoid acknowledging thew look Tar merov from ''a' tiger. Bat important, facts should be revealed
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bring Indisputable know Iedge of its real
divlrsjty, so that after haying-obtaine- d

, atvine witness or its genuineness,
hey could willingly, cheerfully, un--

derstandingly, and with a resolution
inspired by divinity, . move onwardover the pathway oft persecution
and sacrifice, traversed in all sge
by the' martyred Saints and Prophets.

; i un tnia point permit me again to quoteWhat Jesus promised, vlr: Blessed art
thou, Bimon Barionab, flesh and blood
hath n6t revealed it unto thee, bnt MyTl a w.earner in xieaven, and upon this rocs:
Will I build my church, and the gatesof hell shall not prevail afralnst it."
Peter had obtained a revelation which
Jesus called a rock, which every man
might receive individually to himself
and build upon with perfect assurance
and safety, upon whltn be could found
all his hopes and prospects ofsalvation.
Peter, at Pentecost, promised the HolyGhost to all who would be baptized, or
In other words, obey the gospel. The
Holy Ghost would impart the know
ledge which would constitute the rock
of revelation upon which the Savior
said His people should be established.
This people have their hopes and pros
pects or peace and happiness in this lite
and In the life to come, resting and
grounded upon this rock of revelation,
and; we are the only religious commu-
nity which dares profess to occupysuch a scriptural position, and our
claims upon the Savior's promise, that
hell shall not prevail against a people
so established, give us peace,' tranquil-
ity, unshaken confidence, and a pleas-
ing and happy assurance of security in
the- - midst of all kind of d la pi ay of
threatened ruin and overthrow.

It Is the people, the masses not
exclusively their leaders who have
this knowledge and boldly testify of its
possession. The astronomer may know
of many laws and phenomena connected
with the eun and its movements
through ethereal space; but as regardsthe simple fact that it exists and shines
upon the earth, millions know it as well
as himself. President Brlgham Young,or even Joseph Smitb.eo far aa respeotathe tlmple fact that tbls gospel, wbleh
we preach, as a divine institution, never
professed to have a knowledge more
perfect, more convincing, more satis-
factory, than tens of thousands In these
Valleys, who never aroao to address
public audience. Tills system of
things, in Its nature, in the char- -

acter of its origin, the manner Of
Its operations, aid in the purposesfor which it was designed, coupled with
the fact that men of honest hearts can.
ana will apprenena and appreciate di
vide truth, Is such that It cannot be
destroyed. A person honest, fall of In-- t"

v and love for the in!irt .n4
iiapnluees oThls t s , haviugcxplor-e-d

thla long UL!r."Mei j Mh and made
this grand and glorious discavery, will
not.and cannot keep silence,but despitethreatened opposition, however fierce
and terrific, will boldly declare the
solemn fact, spreading and multiplying
the divine intelligence, and if so requir-
ed, will seal this testimony with his
own life's blood.

Should the prominent men of this
Church, together with tens of thousands
of 1 its elders, be swept away by our
nemies.the gospel would still survive,and with unabated force and vigor, still

continue its irrepressible operations.
So long as one solitary elder, however
unlearned, obscure or possessing an
honest heart, remain alive upon tbe
earth, these holy and sacred truths
will be avowed and vindicated, order
and proper anthority contioue their
peaceful and happy reign, and elders
with hearts overflowing with love and
heaven-bor- n zeal, go forth to the na-

tions, churches spring up in every land
and dime, Saints increase and multiplyand gather together, the Kingdom cf
God continue to be established, and tbe
suggestive and inspired sayings of ILe
Prophet Daniel be literally aud
emphatically accomplished.
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pastry, A&, which can be relished by tte
most sensitive dyipepUcs, as healthy and nu-
tritious.

. Always ready, economic), and wUlpracerv
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we have obeyed is not tne gospel ii
these evidences, these manifestations,
this knowledge, this lioiy uawi, tnese
deliverances from misery, bond age, and
starvation, and? being placed in happy
and comfortable circumstances, "ngtogether In peace aud harmony, build-

ing beautiful towns and cities, free from
demoralizing institutions, be not the
legitimate fruits of the working of a
pure and holy system, established by
God through Joseph Smith, wo shall
be compelled to question the genuine-ne- si

of the srosDel of the former day
Bainta. as recorded In the., lie w Testa
ment, -

Bvfeome it has been argued that Jo
seDh Bmith. and his prominent Klders,
were the most corrupt, wicked and in--
famous of Impostors, but his followers,
the Latter-da-y BalnU In general,
though deceived, were very good people
and perfectly honest In their religious
opinions.

From what I have already eal4 In re-

gard to the operations and elfects of this
scheme, it Is easy to be seen that. If It
be an imposition, it is not confined ex
clusively to the leaders of this people.
but this whole community are actively
and knowingly engaged in this stupen
dous work of deception and hypocricy:
and bv the way, as I before hinted, if
this could be proved to be the case, we
should be compelled to the belief, that
the fnrmer-da- v Saints, also, had been
engaged in the same disgraceful bqsi
uejis. More than one hundred than
sand people now dwell In these valleyS
many or them naving come irom uis
tant climes and nations; In this grea
fact they willingly and knowingly ex
hlbit to the world a clear and powerful
testimony, more expressive, and forci-
ble than any language could command.
that thev did undeniably and most
nasltlvelv receive, through the ordi
nances of this gospel, ad ministered unto
them bv our eiders, a knowledge of this
work, through the divine manifesta-
tions of the Almighty. But it may be
nliieeted that, whereas this comma
nlty were found by our mission
arles in Kreat poverty and distress
therefore, tuey obe! the rob pel
and' emigrated here to better their
circumstances financially, without any
regard to its truth or falsity, as a divine
svatdtu. This might be true-I- n soma
Instances, bat ina possible m regards its
unpllcati U to this people as a commu-

nity. Huch persons who received this
work, not with religious motives, not
with honest convictions of its divine
requirements, but feolely for the loaves
aud flahes, cannot possibly abide the
te&tto which every man's faith, sooner
or later, must be brought, but will have
their'dlshohesty and hypocrisy exposed,
and will apostatize. Hundred of my
brethren, ciders of this church, full of
Godly zeal, animated with the purest
motive, having obtained a knowledge
of the will of God, have left their wives

,'"7 "J .1 7i ' "--

u X!uwuuiu.m, Uu v
natiohe. without compensation, and
ca!ldouall to repent and turn their
hearts to tbe Lord, obey the gospel, and
they should receive the Holy Ghost,
which ftbou!d"Jead them into all truth,
and show, them things to come," and it
should ho their guide and monitor, a
principle of revelation, remaining with
them through life, provided they pre-
served their honesty and integrity, and
wero faithful in keeping the com
maud men ts of God, devoting their
time, tneir means, tneir taienis, meir
all, to the building up of the Kingdom
of God. Tbe0e duties wero required,
these blessings promised in the preach-
ing of the gospel, by our missionaries
aud the prominent Klders of this
church. To obUlu light, a knowledge
or the will of God, to get the true reli-
gion as now revealed through the gos
pel, divine manifestations regarding
the truth of the doctrine, as taught by
Joseph Smith, was the first and all-a- b

sorbing proposition presented to the
people. Now, , whether these elders
and missionaries were miserable im-

postors, promulgating b&e falsehoods
or not, is or course, a question oi grave
consideration; and It is a matter of far
greater Importance, and of more curt
oua lnnulrv. whether this people, as a
community, having failed to receive
those divine manifestations, kept silent
as to that important and vital fact, and
came here Ito practice hypocrisy in re-

ligion and thus fas ten, Irresistibly, on our
children and future generations, a sys
tern of falsehoods for a divine religion.
Joseph Smith affirmed that Peter, James
and John visited him and gave him
authority to administer the holy ordi-
nances of the Gospel, through which
every honest-hearte- d man was promised
tbe Holy . host, and a perrect Know-
ledge of the doctrine. Oar Elders sim
ply afilrm having received a' Divine
knowledge of the fact that this gospel
was a Heaven-bor- n institution, and
through its virtue aud divine force
every honest-hearte- d man might oh
tain this same knowledge. I had been
a member of this church but a few days
when I obtained, through a divine
manifestation, a clear, explicit, and
tangible knowledge of the truth of this
work. Thousands and tens of thous
ands of Latter-da-y Saints, men and
women, in private life, could testify to
the same experience, and though I may
snow many things in regard to mis
doctrine which in their limited experi-
ence, they may not understand, yet In
this one fact they are equal with me in
knowledge, equal with tbe messengers
who administered to them this gospel.
I wish now to examine, another pro-
minent feature connected with this
gospel feHslojj; An important item
which was put forward prominently
wherever this gospel was, announced,
was that ,lts followers should have
abuDdauce of persecutions, and woo Id

In the progress or tbelr dwCrobably, to make the most
eerlou3 eacrlnces or wire, children,
houses and lands, spoiling or goods, and
even life itself, perhaps. No persons
are.... properly prepared to enter upon.a, w t L f M

thlfl oew iiie until iucjusyo lormca
within thBniselreslthls reaCJllon, .The
Savior-tir-e Apostle, Joseph Bmith mnd
our, JUiaezs. wnen onenngtue peoplethis zre&v system of salvation,. tolda. a. a ' a ,e a a

them cieany auu uisuneuy ic reqmrea
sacrifices of the most serious and trying
nature-tom- tit would bring persecutions,chansre our best !ffiend into bitter and
relentls!, nemles, and that instances
would 'amot when peoDievia their con
fused notions of right d wrong.wouldeven cocrceivo tney 'were doing uod
service la ' .taking our lives; These
v'ero' dull and forbidding uroipgcti to
a ration a 1 ' pet s on ,' I n bei n g . prosel ytedso a jBicm ; wnpire iroiui n-ooa- ia no
know. but only guess at; .by rwnatba
was uod, or read eomewnere; silvery
man and

T

every T7om&n, before receiving
a aystehef. rnrh sacrifices, would' re--
qut re a positive assuran os) uj m suw--

there is another class,' numerous and
Influential, whose opinion and judg-
ment have weight, and to whose utter-
ances all pay deference. It is probable
that they may have something to say
upon this question.

DISCOURSE
Bit Elder LORENZO SNO IT, delivered

7 las TabornocUSoU JLak .UAy
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In addressing an assembly of Saints, I
expect the benefit of their prayers,
without the ceremony of asking, being
assured that they are aware as well as
I am that our teachings and admlals- -
trations in the gospel of life, are blessed
to us according to our faith and prayers,
and the diligence we give and the at
tention we bestow.

I propose to make some general ob
servations upon the gospel and JU ad-

ministrations, and in relation to its
effects when received, and the Impor
tant blessings derived by this comma
nlty through its divine power and vlr
tue. This gospel, .which God has
commanded us to offer to the world, is
an order or system of things, simple,
plain, and may be easily understood.
In regard to Its principles, the nature
of its requirements, and the precise
kind and character of its blessings and
promises, no one, however Ignorant or
unlearned, needs be left In the dark
any great length of time; but may dis
cover Its golden truths, and the em
blazoned mark or divinity In Its ar
rangements as distinctly, as speedily as
Naaman, tho Captain of the Assyrian
host, found divlnvlrtae,indthehand
of Divinity in the order prescribed to
him by Elijah, through which hi
leprosy was removed. In his case, the
order of obtaining miraculous blena

logs, viz: to immerse seven times In
Jordan, as prescribed by Elijah was so

simple, so plain, and in regard to the
knowledge of its divine efllcacy, so easy
of ascertainment, that the great Cap
tain, at first, was exceedingly wratby
at the Idea that God should propose to
work upon him through such easy
means and simple forms; but the order,
through which he could be healed of
his leprosy was prescribed of God
through the Prophet, and .finally the
Assyrian officer, through the plain,
common-eensexeasonlng- of his servant,
concluded to waive his objections, and
comply with the requirements, and
having done so, he received tb pro-
mised blessing. The first principles of
the gospel which we offer, aud which
put men In possession of the revelations
of Ood and of a knowledge of this work,
are precisely as simple, plain, and as
easy of understanding, as the order be-

fore alluded to, through which the
Heavens were opened in Naainau'a be-

half.
This Gospel was brought to our res-

pective habitations far remote from
these mountain vales. It found us citi-
zens of many nations, speaking our
respective languages, each possessing
his peculiar notions and prejudices,
with his associations, and a strong at-

tachment to kindred, friends and coun-

try. However unpleasant, unkind, un
just and inconsistent It might appear at
first; yet we clearly foresaw that, la re-

ceiving this gospel, we should be com-
pelled to break up those associations,
and sever those attachments, leaving
the lands of our nativity, and going
forth with our wives and children to a
distant land, of which we had but lit tie
knowledge. But a similar requsltlon
was made upon the House of Israel, in
the land of Egypt; also upon Noah and
his family, and upon Abraham and the
family of Lot, In the City of Sodom;
and upon the families of Iehland Iah-mael,- as

mentioned in the Book of Mor-
mon. But In the provisions of the gos-

pel which was offered to u, there were
fairness and safety; It proposed to give
us, through obedience to Its require-
ments, a perfect knowledge of Its Di-
vine authenticity, so that in leaving
our kindred, breaking up our social re-

lations, and going forth from our native
land, we should first become perfectly
assured that it was no human contri-
vance, something gotten up to effect
some political purpose, or gratify some
worldly ambition, to achieve some pri-
vate end through human dinning and
craftiness. The gospel was plain and
simple in its requirements; and there
could be no mistaking the precise na
ture and character of its bletsiogi and
prom Ises, nor the manner and time in
which they were to be reached! The
first feature In this system, which
struck us with surprise, and arrested
our attention, was its perfect similarity
in all Its parts, with the gospel as re--
corded in tue new Testament; is re
quired repentance, and a forsaking (of
sins, immersion In water Cor-- , the.xe mis
sion of sins, with a promise that,
through the laying on of hands by those
having author! tyvpeople should receive
the Holy Ghost, by-whic- h should "come
a knowledge of the truth of the doc
trine. Another remarkable . feature
wnica causa Tort a our most -- serious
considerations-wa- s the' solemn" testi-

mony of th Elders, thalhej possesied
the right to administer these sacred
ordinance, by virtue oTthe holy prleac--
bcod committed; to :

Joseph Bmith,
through' the ministration of ths Apos-
tles, "Peter? tjames and 'Job nj. ' "And fur-
thermore, that the solemn, and most

to every man upon his faithful obe
dience to the gospel requirement!. In
these propositions, though at first seem
ingly strange, we saw everything' waa
plain, fair and honorable. - In doing
what they required, we should only do,
In fact, what as true-hearte- d believers
In the anciant'fcospel, we oujAf 1o do,
and if we failed to recelvo the promised
blessings, and thereby proved 'the El-
ders testlmony'faise, on rtreligioue con
dition would nevertheless be then as
good as any ,'oiher; Christian's, andjt
little better, perhaps, because, we should'
have approached a little nearer to the
doctrines of the, scripture, inasmuch as
their true forms and ceremonies were
concerned. Of course, in this case, hav
Ing proved to our satisfaction that there
was no Holy Ghost, no supernatural
manifestations, no knowledge, no reve
lations accompanying the Elders' ad
ministrations of the gospel, no human
persuasion, no cunning sophistry could
have Induced as to leave our homes
and friends to embark In a scheme
which our commou sense taught us
would eventuate In bitter disappoint
ment, and Inevitable ruin; but like
other Christians, continued in the en
joyment of friends aud home, grouping
our way through religious darkness.
expecting nothing, hoping nothing,
and receiving nothing. Bat tho fact that
I am now speaking to assembled thou
ands, of intelligent and enlightened
people, who received this goipel with
the aforementioned fond considerations
and lively expectations, gathered here
by their own freewill and choice, out
of almost every nation, demonstrates
moat clearly, most forcibly, and moat
solemnly, that this ecueme of life, this
gospel as proclaimed by Joseph Smith,
has been ihown to us by the'rerelatloni
of the Almighty, that It is undeniably
Him will, H ia word and His meMtge;not only this, but we fiud within our
selves a fixed purposo, an unalterable
resolution to do, if need be, what many
of us have already done, show the
sincerity of our convictions of theso
solemn truths, through sacrificing all
we possess, not even holding our lives
as dear to us as this religion. There
was yet another prominent feature
embraced In this order of thing, vis.,
where it found people in poverty, mis
ery, aud iu a condition but little above
starvation, it spoke in positive terms
of future relief, and-- effectual deliver
ance. It did not simply say "be ye
warmed and be ye clothed," but it de
clared plainly, and In distinct terms,
that the Lord had seen their bondage
and oppression, and beard their cries of
sorrow and misery, and had now sent
them His goapel for their deliverance,
and would lead them Into circumstan-
ces of Independence, where they could
supply their own wants and neceseiites.
Here, again, was something fair, and
consistent and worthy of all praise and
admiration, and characteristic of our
Oroat Parent, which we discover In all
of Ills dispensations, when they are in
actual working order, as they were in
the case of Noah; and In calling Israel
and making them an independent peo-
ple: likewise as in calling Lehl to es
tabllsh a people upon this continent, as
veil as in many, other Instances, A
religion, or system is of little account
where it possesses no virtue, norpowr
er to better man's condition, Bp! ritual I y,
Intellectually, morally and physic--
allly. isnocn's oraer or tne gospeldld ror nis people an mis, anu it has
Haii. m In DV.rv innlinna
when preached In Its purity, and obeyed
in sincerity. Many of the thousands
of persons in these beautiful valleys
who formerly were compelled to sub-
sist with their wives and children in a
half starved condition, not owning an
habitation, nor a foot of land, nor a
horse, cow, pig or chickens, In fact noth-
ing they could call their own, subject
at any moment, through the whim of
their employer to bo turned into the
streets, miserable beggars, now own
cabinet shops, factories, mills, flocks
and herds, beautiful gardens and or-

chards, productive farms, wagons and
carriages, dwelling In their own houses
In comfortable and easy circumstances.
No one has any apprehension of starve
tion within the jurisdiction of theLatter-day-Batnt- a.

The gospel proposed these
blessings at its announcement, and
thy have been most miraculouslyNo other religious system
could have achieved such things, nor
dared any other Christian denomination
venture to send out its missionaries
without purse or script and without a
college education to state to the people
that they bad authority from God to
administer the saored ordinance of the
gospel, through which should be re-
vealed tangible evidence and know
ledge of Its divinity, and of-the- ir beingauthorized to administer It and take the
people frem'a state of poverty, aud lead
them -- thousands of miles and despite
every obstacle establish them, as a com-
paratively Independent people In the
midst of a wild desert ,country. Had
they found the people poor, friendless
and without the means of living, and inservitude noS much t better tnan- - the
Egyptian bondage, as we found many
of then, they could have Imparted no
eheerlngnews of an approaching salva-
tion from the Ood of lleaveur but could
only have Instructed them to be cocr--
tented and reconciled with their unhap-
py lot, and In no case most look for anynew revelation or any miraculous 'inter-
position.1 "What -- philanthropists have
wished to accomplish and have often at-

tempted, the Lord is now doing upon a
magnificent scale in this great Ameri-
can desert. Flourishing' - settlements,towns and cities are rapidly being built.
exxenaing orsr a uistaueo pi oWxmlies
In length, hundreds ol mUes In width,
through the untiring energy and perse-verance of a people formerly totallv Isr
norant of such labors. In these cities
people live Ja harmony and peace, and
robberies, grog shops gambling hells,honiM or Ill-fam- a mnd prostitute arenot kDvnia any t oai, aamwwn
towns and cities, except In eome' In--
itioces where ChrhtlAns.eo-cille-d, pos-
sess a footing and Jtmlnnaence: every-
where else this community floarisaee
without these demoralising institutions.

palpable fact that this sobesne or uungs
W conferred marvelous blessings ud-- n

thousands and tens of thousands la
it.. waT OI puvuug uieui iu ivhwhwu
of the means of sustaining themselves,
after having o. " "h"
press Ion ana tyranny, umeuekiw mau
African slavery; anu no uuum our icgia

m.t Waahinaton.one and all.would
credit for our indefatigable and

fnccessfal labors In establishing an ex
tensive and nounsning ooionj upoiur m Awantiafii'a 1nmai s--

JEStrly InhabiteonlybyvasaW
wild beast, pruviuw wo wvu.jthU work was of man and not of God,-t-hat '

It had been accomplished through
tw. .vtinMi sm.no wibiuu wa ausu wu

thepower.Tfisdom and revelations of

Joseph Smith, whom God chose to es-Ubll- sh

this work, was poor and unedu-

cated, and belonged to no popular de-

nomination of Christians. Ha was a
honest, full of integrity, un-

acquainted with the trickery, cunningSi sophistry employed by the politi
tne religious

Smuptu their ends.Ilke Moea he felt
Incompetent and unqualified for the
tank, to stand forth as a rsligious re-

former, in a position the most unpopu-lar.t- o

battle against opinions and creeds
which had stood for ages, having had
the sanction of men, the most profound
In theological obedience; but God had
called him to deliver the poor and honest-h-

earted of all 'nations from their
sol ritual and temporal thraldom. And
Ood promised him that whosoever
should receive and obey his mes-

sage and whosoever would receive

baptism for remission of sins, with
honesty of purpose, should re-

ceive divine manifestations, should
receive the Holy Ghost, should receive
the same gospel and blessings as were
promised and obtained through the gos-pel,- as

preached by the ancient apostles,
and this message, this promise, was to
be in force wherever and to Whomso-
ever it should be carried by tt Klder,
(kxl'i aatborized meOKeri. . BaMid
Joseph Bmith, ths uneducated, the un-

sophisticated, the plain, simple, honest

boy. ItU through the virtus aud force
of this boy's statement that I speak this
Afternoon to aaeembled thousaiAld. Ia
the Integrity of nay heart, with honesty
of purpose to know the truth, I re-

ceived thli message; I obeyed this form
of gospsl, anfl I received, iu the most
tangible and aatlafactory manner, a di-
vine manifestation, the promised tles- -

logs, a knowledge of this work. Am I
tha only wltnes? How Is It with the
experience of the thousands whom I
now address? Jtre you also witnesses?
If you are not, I ask you in tho name
of common sense, why are you here?
Why did you leave your burnt a and
countries civiuir vour sanction to the
truth or a system which promised youH
dlvlue manifestations, but which you
failed in eXDerlenclnc? Using honest
ourselves. If we cannot bear a solemn
testimony of bavins; received divine
manifestations of the great fact that
God himself has founded this system of
things, then it becomes a serious fact
that we are witnesses, and In truth tho
only nrouer witnesses, that this whole
plan sod pretension of Joseph Bmith
h sheer falsehood, a miserable fabri- -

iMtlon. It will be recollected that this
i;oiDl message proposed to give us dl- -
viue manifestations through doing
certain specinedacts; we have per-
formed 'those, acts precisely . In the
maner Indicated, rio one else but we
ourselves has attempted to conform to
l hit arrangement, consequently, no
other people are prepared to bo witness-
es, either for or aziubt this system.
The gospel, as rucuxdeu iu the New
Testament, in Its promises and provi-
sions, was precisely similar. It required
certain specified acts to be done, with
promises that divine manifestations
should follow their performance, Jesus
said: "Ue that will do the .will of God,
shall know of the doctrine." Peter said,
on Pentecost day, "Repent and be bap-
tized for the remission of sins, and you
shall receive the gift of the IlolyGhost.' Again, Jesus "said: "These
signs shall follow them that believe."
etc. A multitude of testimonies could
be adduced from the New Testament,
showing that divine manifestations and
perfect knowledge, were promised to,
and were actually received In a speci-
fied and taagibleformJby those who then
obeyed the gospel. Those who obeyed
its requirements were the only compe-
tent witnesses for or against its divine
authenticity; After honestly comply-
ing with Its requisitions ylx: repent-
ing of and forsaking their sins, being
Immersed in water for the remission of
sins, and receiving the ordinance of the
laving on of hands, then had they
failed to' receive' the Holy Ghost, with
its gifts and promised knowledge, and
attendant signs, they would have seen
that the entire apostolio. scheme of sal-
vation rested on a baseless fabric. When
this gospel, or order of things which we
have received, was presented to us, we
carefully compared it with the gospel
recorded In the Scriptures, and found
it alike precisely In every particular, as
regarded its forms, ordinances and the
authority to administer them, Its pro-
mise of the Holy Ghost and of the signs
that should follow, together with a pro-
mise of a knowledge of its divinity. In
many instances It was brought to us by
men with whose character we were
perfectly familiar, and for whose hon-

esty and integrity we could vouch, who
would solemnly state, in private and In
public, that through an obedience to
its requirements, they.had obtained, in
a tangible form, a perfect knowledge of
Its Heaven-bor- n principles. This; was
my experience, and alter naving com
plied with its demands. and tbereuporeoelvrd a knowledge or its cenutne--

ness andhavlnsfrbhtanea'iratnonty.
to

a a Si Jtreach and administer its oruiuances,E commenced forth with" tcrp roc! aim it
to thev world; iand.no doubt lb era are
persons In this audience, out or differ-
ent nations, to whom I have adminis-
tered this gospel that can witness to its
virtue and ettieacy. Thirty-dv- e years
I have been employed In forwarding
the Interests of iiill order of things, and
ydo are the proper Jodcs 'whether it be
of God or of. man.a Ve. have the same
gospel the primitive churches had, and
the same knowledge and evidence they
had of its divine authenticity, and Jast
as honest and brave men to preach ' It
as they had , men that haveproved their
Integrity through aacriflce as great aa
the Eldera of the primitive churches
ever made. : The testimony of one El-
ders la as valid and worthy of credit aa
UM'tMUsiODy or-- - t4r .iClders--, Our
Apostles who are livings axe as honest
men as the Apoatlea of tbe-Nq- Testa
ment, and their testimony Is as worthy
of credit, so far . aa they live and speaa;accord lag to the scriptural law and tee--
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In yesterday's News will be found some
clippings from Eastern papers on the
subject of the Cullom BUI. They af-

ford very good idea of ;the fueling
which prevails respecting this mtuure.
Thinking, observing men, however
much they may dislike polygamy, can
not but see that the passage of aach a
Bill, and the making of It a law of the
land, will be attended with Innumera-
ble evllj. It Is no light afTalr for a
Government, such as our Is to interfere
with the right of conscience. If the
Latter-da- y Saints are to be told what
they may or may not believe, how long
will it be until some other denomina
tion shall have a faith prescribed for it?
If one man's faith can be Interfered
with, why not another? Let this Bill
pass, and a door is opened for the inau-
guration of sectarian strife, which will
not terminate until free thought is ut
terly tided, and medieval tyranny and
superstition once more reign unchecked.
If the "Mormons" are to be punished
for believing the entire word of God,
why not the Protestants be persecuted
and bunted for belleTlng a portion of It,
or for putting their own Interpretations
upon It, tnatsad or trusting to priest to
explain and comment upon it? Or why
not the Roman C-tbo-

llci be compelled
to abandon their peculiar, tenets? If
men can be exposed to the penalty ofme law ror bdlmvlag mora than the
dominant party think; they .bQuId.wby
not make it a penal offence for not be-

lieving as much as they do, and subject
rree-thlake- rs and lnfldels to punish-
ment for tbelr unbelief?

Let door of this kind onoe be openedin this Republic, and it will be found a
difficult matter to close It again. There
are many who seem to realise that there
Is danger in this kind of legislation,and they oppose It. There are others
who frankly admit that such a measure
Is not constitutional; but then It is In-

tended for the "Mormons," and why
should there be any regard paid to the
Constitution in their case? There are two
classes who are urging members of
Congress to enact severe laws againstthe people of Utah they are religions
bigots and contractors. It was men of
the first class who crucified Jesus,
persecuted and slew hia followers and
drenched the soli of the old world
with the blood of the noble and the free
who would not subscribe to their nar-
row and Illiberal tenets. It was the
latter class who, vulture-lik-e, stood
ready to profit by the ruin which tbey
had urged on, worshipping no God but
mammon and ready to part with honor
and to sell body and soul for filthy
lucre.

With the first class honor, honesty,
virtue, temperance, good order and
every other noble quality which a peo-
ple can manifest pass for naught, so
long as those who possess them are not
of their creed and will net bow down
to their shrloe. With the other class
the greed for money overpowers every
other consideration; they can contemp-
late blood-she- d, rapine, the destruc-
tion of a people and the desolation of
their home, with complete calmness
and equanimity, so long as they can
see a prospect of making money there-
by. If these classes bad their way, the
fate of the people of Utah would soon
be written. But there are other influ-
ences at work. There is a class of peo-

ple, and they are a large and influen-
tial class, who look at all these matters
from a different stand-poin- t; they are
not bigots, neither do they expect fat
contracts by inaugurating a crusade
against the "Mormons." They are not
so noisy and Impudent as the others,
aud therefore, In the beginning are not
much heeded. But when they do
move their Influence Is felt. Then the
reaction begins, and Justice is heard.

Already this class begins to make It
self heard. We have been gratified at
the wide publicity which has ' been
given to the Remonstrance which was
adopted by the General Mass Meeting
laatThursday week. It has gone to every
psvper ia the Union connected with the
ajjociatetl preaj. It will be read by
millions, and will give tho public a cor-
rect idem of oar position and the natnr
of the evils with which we are threaten-
ed. It will evoke sympathy. Men
wilt ass: themaelTes, "what have the'Mormon.' done that they should be
visited by such: tenjeancf a tnli Col-lo- ni

Bill conUmplaiea?" Thi
Utah have been dreadfully mUrepre- -- any wrong Impressions
prevail about themj but there are mil-lio- ns

of people who know that theyhave built tip a flourishing Bute In a
desert; they hare heard. of their past
persecuuons, of their, privations, of

gooa order and peacefulsurroundings, and they will questionthe propriety, much aore the Juitlce,of exterminating them- .- It 1.b!ot. or-t- h.
eny econd5wb xict p.ir or fame from murder.laj ud robbls an uaoctatt communi-

ty that we expect gnoI thoughts,; ormoderate, wise action, a well talent
dlOT--ti


