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april 22 telegraphic orders were issued
to place the loaded mines in positionlon

the aggregate number of mines
placed was 1355 at the prin edval har-
bors from maine to california prep-
arationsarta eions were also made for the plant-
ing of mimines litat cerlcertaintain other harbors
birt owing tofao the early destruction of
the spanish fleet these mines were not
placed the sl gnal corps was promptly
organized tandand performed service of the
most difficult and important characterr
litsits during the war covered
the electrical connection of all coast
fortificationseions the of tele-
phonic ardand telegraphic for thecamps at manillamanila santiago and in por-
to rico there were constructed
miles of line atalt ten great camps thus
facilitating military movements from

1 Ithose points in a14 manner heretofore
unknown in militaryary administration
field telegraph lines were established
and mainmaintainedbained under the fireat manilamanaa and later Maraa hongtongHong kong

cableable was reopened
CABLES REFITTED

in porto rico cable communication
was opened over a discontinued route
andabd on land the headquarters of the
command officer was kept in telegraph
lelc and telephonic communication with
the di commandersoom manders on four dif-
ferent lines of 0operationsp

there was placed in cuban waters a
complecompletely outfitted cable ship with
war cablescailles and cable gear suitable boba
for the destruction of communications
belonging to the enemy and the estab-
lishmentlishment of our own

two oceann cables were destroyed un-
der the batteries at santiago
the day previousoLm to the landing of
Cgeneralbeneral ShshaffersShaf teis corps at OaiOal manera
within twenty miles of the landing
place cable communication was es-
tablished and a cable stlation opened
giving direct on with ththegovernment lalatatt WashingtonThis service
was invaluable to tinethe executive in di

thehe operationsoperation otof the army and
navy

with a total force of over 1300 the
loss by the disease in camp and heldfield
officers and men indeed was only five

WAR REVENUE altthe national defense under the
fund was expendedexpanded I1lia large part

by the army and navy and the objects
for which it was used are fully shown in
the reports of the several secretaries
it was a most timely en-
abling the government to strengthen its
defense and to make preparations
greatly needed in case of war this
fund being inadequate to the require-
ments of equipment and zorfor the conduct
otof the war the patriotism ofaf the con-
gress provided the means in the war
revenue act of june by authoriz-
ing a 3 per cent popular loan not to ex-
ceed four hundred million dollars and
by levying additional imports and taxes
of the authorized loan
were offered and promptly takenaken frofromrn
the subscriptionssubscription so far exceeding the
call asa to cover it many times over I1

while preference being ggivenven to the
smaller bids no single alloallotmenttraen exceed-
ed five thousand dollars this was a
most encouraging and significant re-
sult showing the vast resourcesresource2 of the
nation and the determination of the peo-
ple

pea-
ple to uphold their countrys honor

it is not within the province of this
message to narrate the history of the
extraordinary war that followed the
spanish declaration of april but a
brief recital of its more salient features
is appropriate the first countertn of
the war in point of date tok place april

when a detachment of the block-
ading squadron made a reconnaissance
in force at matanzas shelled the har-
bor demolished severalnew works in construction

MANILAS MAY DAY
the next engagement was destined to

mark a memorable epoch in maritmaritimeimLe
warfare the pacific fleet under com-
modore george dewey had laid for
some weeks at hongtongHong kong upon the
colonial proclamation of neutrality be-
ing issued and the customary twenty
four hours notice being ivan it re-
paired to bay near ig
whence it proceeded to the philippine
islands under telegraphic orders to
capture or destroy the formidable span-
ish fleet then assembled at manila at
daybreak on the lat dt may the ameri-
can force entered manildmanila bay and af-
ter a few hours engagement
the total destruction of therhe 23spanish
fleet consisting of ten parsnipwar snip and a
transport besides capturing the navalnavai
station and forts at cavite huainui annihi-
lating the spanish naval power in the
pacific ocean and completely controlling
the bay of manila with the ability trto
take the city at will not a life was
lost on our ships the wounded only
numbering alevenven while not a vessel
was materially injured for thishis gal-
lant achievement the conenCongrssss
my recommendation fitly bestowedhesbes up-
on the actors preferment and sub-
stantial reward

TONIC FOR THE NATION
the effectt of this remarkable victory

upon the spirit of our people and upon
the fortunes of the war was instant A
prestige of invincibility thereby Rat-
tached

t
to our arms which continued

throughout the struggle re
ments were hurried to manila under the
command of major general merritt and
firmly established within ight of the
capital which lay helpless aforebefore our
gunsguna on the ath day of may the gov-
ernmentern ment was advised officially of the
victory at manila and at onseonce inquireded
of commander of our fleet what troops
were required the information was rre-
ceived

e
on the lath day of mayM q Y and the

first army expedition sailed may
and arrived at manila june other
expeditions soon followed the total
force consisting of ofofficersfloers and 15

men
only reluctancemee to cause needless

loss1088 of life fibafsad propertypro peaty preventedbed the
early storming and capture of the claf
and therewith the absoluteaib solute military
occupancy of the whole grupgroup the in-
surgentssursurgegents meanwhile had resumed the
active hostilities swsusa bytheby the unsun
completed truce of december 1897
their forces invested manilla from the
northernambern and eastern side but were
comconstrainedstrained by admiral dewey andgen merrittmerriott from attemptingattemptngag an asan
sault it was flfitting that whatever was
to be donedom in the way of decisive op-
erationserat ions intei that quarterquallter should be ac-
complishedcomplis hed by the trowstrowSst ermarm of the
united states alone obeying the sternstemprecept of wimwar which enjoins thelverthe over-
coming of the adversary and the ex

ioni of his power wherever assail-able as the speedy and sure means to
win a peace divided victory was nottorfor no partipartitiontim ofoe therights and responsibilities attending
the enforcement of a just and advan-tageous peace could be thought of
following the coming of the compre-
hensive scheme of genigeneraleral attackpowerful fforcesorcen were assembled at var-
ious points on our coast to invade
cuba and porto rico

FIRST fatalities
meanwhile naval

were made at several exposed pointson may 11 the cruiser wilmington waftRtorpedo boat winslow wereful in an attempt to silence the batter-ies at cardenas against matunmeworth bagley and four seaman famiafall amchwe ere ivono fatfatalitiesaltUes were arrange
ly enough amormg the very few which
occurred during our aadalval
in this dlasat conflict

MeRZYmeanwhilewhile the naval a
had been pushedbushid withwah great

vigor A powerful squadron under ad

miral cervera which had atthithe cape verde islands before cheoutthe out
break of hostilities had crossed theake
ocean and by its erratic tein
the caribbean sea delayed our
operations while baffling the pursuit
of our fleets for a time fearsfeam arefewere
felt lest the oregon and marlettamarietta then
n nearingearing home after their long voyage
from sam francisco of over miles
might be surprised by admiral cersveras fleet but their fortuinfortunatteaibe arrivaldispelled the and leia
much needed relreinforcementsaitsnits not until
admiral cervera took refuge init theJ
harbor ot0 santiagosanfiago dezubadeO uba aboutmay 9 was it practicable ito plan arayflayo

i teantematicottic mill attack upon Antilleaftpossessions of spain
several occurredoccuered 00the coast of cuba and porto aloo tapreparation for theithe larger event OBImay 13 the north atlantic squadronsquadromshelled saosam juan de porto rim onmay 30 commodore SchleySchleyalis squadronbombarded the forts guarding atetemouth of santiago harbor newer

attack had any material result itwas evident that well ordered land ftpop-erationseraterstions were indispensable to achievea decided advantage
PEATFEAT

the newt act in the war thrilled notalone the hearts of our countrymen
but the world by itsita exceptional hero-ism on the night of june 83hobson aided by seven devoted volun-teers blocked the narrow outlet fromsantiago harbor by sinking the colliermerrimac iraind the chanchalmelmel under afierce the shore ba es-caping with thelttheir lives as by abut follingfol lingnig into the hands of thelaras litit is a mootmeet gratifyingof the WWwar that the bravery I1

11 bt e band of heroes waswaa 0 I1404 mall0Ially ap-preciatedpreciaprec ted by the S who wia flag of truce toito notify admiral Zsosonn of their safety and to cimplthem upon their darinodaring fact ththey weeeksubsequently exeexchangedhift nged julyTuly 7
BY june 7 the cutting oaf thethL lastouitaacubann cable isolatedisol arted the wandisland therthere-after the invasion was vigorously propros-ecuted on june 10 under a heavyprotecting fire a landing force ofmarines from the oregon marblehead 9

and yankeebamke was effected on guanitanabonamio bay where it had been deter-mined to establish a naval Statstationignthis important and
takenbaken essential port wasasfrom the enemy after severeby the marines who worewere tttiltfirstaftret organized force of thestatesstate to land in cubathe positionalo n so vvwonon was held despitethe desperatedespe attempts to dislodgedIs Podgeour forces by june 16 additional forceswere landed anda nd strongly Intrenchedon june 22 the advance of the invadinginva Singarmy under major general
landed at Bulquirl about 16 alleoeast of santtago this waswa acmapushed under great difficulties but withmarvelous dispatch

MILITARY
on june the movement againstsantiago was begum on the thefirst serioussellous engagement took place jtb

which the first arldand tenth cavalrycamw aadthe first volunteervolum teer cavalryi aeyounge brigade of geneevi WnVjrioseelesdivIsdi vistonlion participated cosing heavelheavilyby nightfall however ground withinlive miles of santiago waswaa wonwom the adtage wass steadily increased on july
1 a severe battle took place our forcesgaining UKthe outer works of sanitiagoSamiSanti tiagoalMand el daty anda nd san juan were tokenafter iaa deace atte charge landand the in-vestment of the city was completedthe navy operatedcooperatedco by shelling ihortown andaind the coast forts i

NAVY TRIUMPHS
onion the day following alite baachievement aboutof our land fatute aalfsoccurred the deedecisiveOlve navnaval i


