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April telegraphic grders were ivstued
to place the loaded mines !n po=ition.

The aggregate number of mines
placed was 1,356 at the princlpal har-
bars from Maine te Californla. Prep-
amwions were also made for the plant-
ing of ‘mines At cevtaln other harbors,
bl owing 0 the eawly destructlon of
the Spanish rleet, these mines were not
placed. The signal corps was promptly
organized and performed service uf the
inost difficult and Important character,
Its opemitions during the war ecoiered
the electrical connectlon of all  coast
fontifications. the establalrment of tele-
phonde arnd telegraphic facili<leg rfor the
camps at Manila, Santlago and In Por.
20 Rieo. Tihhere were constructed 300
miles of line bt ten great camps, thua
fFacilitatlng military movemenis from
+hose points_In & nmnner hetetofore
unknown in milltary wadmlinlatration,
Fleld telegraph lined were established
and maintaine under the enamy’s five
at Manida and later Manila-Hongkong
cable was reopened.

CABLES REFITTED.

In Portv Rico cable communicallon

was opened over a dlscontinued route,

ahd on tand the headquarters of the

command officer was kept In telegraph-
le and telephonic communication with
the division commanders on four dif-
ferent lines of operations.

There was placed in Cuban waters a
completely owrtfitted eabie ship with
war cables and cable gear sujtable bobh
for the destruotion of sommunlications
belonging to the enemy and tlhie estab-
lishment of our own.

Two ocean cables were destroyed un-
der the enemy’s battertes at Santiago,
The day previows 4o the landing of
General Shafter's corps a. Caimanera,
within twenty mites  of the landlpng
place, cable comumunieatinn was es-
tablished and a cable statlon opened,
giving dlrect communileation with the
governmert at Washington, Thls service
wias invaiuable to the executive in di-
recting the operations of +he army and
navy.

With a total farce of over 1,200, the
lons by the disease In cainp &nd field,
officeérs and men inctuded, was only five.

WAR REVENUE AT,

The national defense, ander the $50,-
000,000 fund, was expended §a large part
by the army and navy, and the objecls
for which it was used are fully shown in
the reports of the séveral secretaries.
It wias a most timely appropriatian, en-
abling the government to strengthen jts
défense and to make preparations
greatly needed In case of war. Thia
fund being lnadequate to the require-
ments of equipment and for the conduct
of the war, the patriotism of the Con-
gress provided the means in the war
revenue act of June 13th by authoriz-
ing a 3 per cent popular loan not to ex-
ceed four hundred million dollatrs, and
by levying additional Imports and taxes.
Of the awthorlized loan, $200,000,000
were offered and promptly 'aken from
the subscriptions so far exceeding the
call as to cover it many times over,
while preference being zlven in the
smaller blds, no single allotmen: exceed-
ed five thousand dollars, ‘This was a
most encouraging and sienificant re-
sult, showlng the vast resources of the
natioen and the determ!natlan of Lthe peo.
ple 10 uphold thelr country’'s honor.

It is not within the province of this
message to narrate the hilsiory of the
extraordinary war that follawed Lhe
8panish declaration of April 21st, but a
briet recital of Its more sallent features
is aproprinte. The first cneounter of
the war, In point of date, tok place April
27th, when a detachment of the block-
ading squadron made a reconnaissance
in force' at Matanzas, shelld the har-
bor fortifications .and demolished severnl
new .works In construction.

MANITLA'S MAY DAY,
The next engagement was destined to
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‘mark a memorable epoch In maritime ' miral Cervera, which had assembled at

warfare. The Pacific fleet, undar Com-
modore George Dewey, had laid for
some weeks at Hongkong. Upon the
colonial proclamation of neurtrality bo-
ing Issued and the customary twenty-
four hours’ notice being :iven, It r2
paired to Milrs Bay, near Hongloag,
whence it proceeded to the Philippine
{slands under telegraphic urders to
capture or destroy the formidable 8pan-
ish fleet then assembled at Manila. At
daybreak on the 1st of May, {ne Ameri-
can force entered Manila bay, and, af-
tet & few hours’ engagemeant, efVeute]
the total destruction of the Bpanisnh
feet, consisting of ten warsnips and a
transpott, besides capturing the navai
station and forts at Cavite, thus annlihi.
lating the Spanish naval power in the
Pacific ocean and completely zontrolling
the bay of Manila, with the ability to
take the clty at will. Not a life was
lost, on our ships, the wounded only
numbering #even, while not a vessel
was materlally InJured. For this gal-
lant achievement the Congress, upor
my recommendation, fitly bestow:d up-
on the actors, preferment and sub-
stantial reward.

TONIC FOR THE NATION.
The effect of this remarkable victory
upon the apirit of our people, and upon

the fortunes of the war, waas Ingtant. A
prestige of Invincibility thercby at-
tached to our arms, which e¢ontinued
throughout the struggle. Re:nforoe-
ments were hurrled to Manlla, under the
command of Major General Merritt, and
firmiy established . within 1lght of the
capital, which lay helpleas befure our
gung. On the Tth day of May the Zov-
ernment was advised officially of the
victory at Manlla, and at onc2 inquired
of commander of our fleet what troops
were required. The informatlon was re-
ceived on the 16th day of May, and the
first army expedition sailed May 25th,
and arrived at Manila June 30th. Other
expeditions soon follpwed, the total
force congisting of 641 officers and 15,-
058 men. 1

Only reluctance to cause needless
loss uf life and property prevemted tha
early storming and capture of the cltr,
and therewlith the absoluta milltary
cecupancy of the whole group. The in-
surgemta mennwhile had resumed the
active hostillties surpended by the un-
completed truce of December, 1897,
Thelr foreces invested Mamila from the
northern amd eastern slde, but were
constrained by Admiral Dewey and
Gen. MerrMt from attemptng an as-
saul. It was fitting that whatever was
to be dome in the way of declslve op-
eratjons in that quarter should be ac-
compllshed by the sirong arm of the
United States alone. Obeying the sterm
precept of war, whlch enjoins the over-
coming of the adversary and the ex-
tinctlon of his power wherever assall-
able az the speedy and aure means to
win a peace, divided victory was not
permissible, mo partition of the
rights and responwlbliitles attending
the enforcement of a jJust and advan-
tngeous peace oould be thought of.
Following the coming of the compre-
hensive scheme of general attack
powerful florces were assembled at wvar-
lous pointa on our weooast to Invade
Cuba and Porto Rlco,

FIRST FATALITIES,

h.iezwwvl';.lle.t naval demonstrations
were made bt several exposed points,
On May 11 the crulser Wilmington and
torpedo boal Winslow were umsuccess-
ful In an attempt to stlence the batter-
lee at Cardengs, against Matanzas,
Worth Bagley and four seaman falling.
These greivous fatalitles were strange-
1y enough among the very few which
occurred durlng our .naval operations
in ¢this extraordinary confllct.
Meanwhile, the Spanich naval prep-
arations had been pushed with great
vigor, A powerful! squadron undetr Ad-

the Cape Verde Islands before the out-
break of hostilitles, had crossed . the
ocean and by its errattc movementa In
the Caribbean sea, delayed our military
operations while bafiling the pursuit
of aur fieets. For a time fears wwere
fcit lest the Oregom and Marletta, ¢then
nearing home after thelr long voyage
from San Francisco of over 15,000 miles,
might be surprised by Admlral Cer-
vera's fiest, but their fortunate arrival
dispelled the wapprehanslons end lent
much nesded relpforcements. Not wnsti]
Admiral Cervera 400k refuge In the
harbor of Santiago de 'Cuba, about
May 9, was it practicable 40 plap a syq-
tematic military attack upon Antlllean
possesslons of Spaip. X

8everal demonstrations. occurred on
the coast of Cuba and Porto Rlco In
preparation for the larger event, On
May 13, the North Atlantle aquadron
shelled Sam Juan de Porto Rico. On
May 30, Commodore Schley's squadrony

bombarded the forts guarding the
mouth of Santiage harbor. Neither
attack had any material resurt. It

was evident that well-ordered {and op-
erations were indlapensable to achieve
a4 decided advantage.

HOBSON'S PEAT.

The pext act in the war thrilled not
alone the hearts of our countrymen,
but the world by Its exceptional hero-
iIsm. On the night of Jupe 3, Lileut,
Hobson, aided by seven devoted volun-
teers, blecked the marrow gutlet from
Santiago harbor by sinking the ecollier
Merrimae i the chamnel, under 4
fierce fire=from the shore ‘bhadterles, es-
caplng with thelr llves as by v miracle
but falling Into the hands of the Span:
lards. It is a most gratitying Incldent
of the war that the bravery of thlig
little band of heroes was e =Tally ap-
preclated by the Spaniards, who sent
a flag of 'truce ta notify Admiral S8amp-
8an of their safety and to compliment
them upon thelr darlog aot. They were
subsequently exchanged July 7.

By June 7, the cutting of the last
Cuban ecable, {solated the fsland. There-
after the Invasion waa vigarously proa.
ecuted. On  June 10. under n heavy
pratecting fire, a landing force of 600
marines from the Cregom, Marhlehaad
and la'nkeq was effected on Cuanta-
namo Bay, where it hnd been deter- .
nvined to establish a ngval station
Thiz {mportant and essential popt waé
taken from the enemy after severe
fighting by the marines who were theé
firat  orgamized force aof the {Inited
States ¢0 land in Cuba, :

The position 8o won was held, desapite
the desperate attempts o distodge
our forees. By June 16 additional lforces
were landed and strongly intrenched,

On Jume 22 the advance of the invading
army under Major Generail Shafter
landed at Bulquiri. about I5 miles

m.st of Santiago. This wae acoom-
plished under groat diMenltles, but with
‘mAarvelous dispatch.

MIIATARY ENGAGEMENT.

On June 23rd the movement against
Santlago was begum On the 24th the
first serious engagement took place, n
which the First and Tenth cavalry and
the First volunteer cavalry,  Gen,
Young's brigade of General W eler's
divisifon, partlcipated, tosing henvily.
Ry nightfall, however, ground within
five miles of Santiago was won, The ad-
vamtage was steadily increased, On July
1, r?:evere hattle tool place, our forces
gaining the outer works of @amtinm.
and Bl CaTey and 8an Juan were ha'is:
after a deapenate charge. and the |p-
vestment of the ity wag completad
The navy co-operated by shelMng the
town and the coast forts,

NAVY TRIUMPHS.

On the day following this brlliant
acllevement of our land forces, July 2
occurréd the deelsive naval combat of



