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were not intended to be good but it
often happened because those laws
were not properly administered or be
cause the administration of the layr
was onentrustedtrusted to those who were not
justj in their hearts

these were circumstances that they
could not control they were creatures
subject to these conditions and mu it
yield obedience to them they must
honor this law of god and also
the law of men and seek to be
good citizens it was the
right of every individual within
the sound of his voice and throughout
the world to exercise his or her own
judgment as to what was good and
what was evil and so long as every
man or woman did according to the
light which he or she possessed that
which was right and avoided that
which was wrong they might continue
to plead with bod that the errors and
evils and wrongs which existed
amongst us might cease and righteous-
ness reign in their stead it was the
duty of everyoneevery one to pray to god that
justice might be administered and
truth upheld and sustained in the midst
of the children of men everywhere

As latter day saints they believed
in the son of god for they were chris-
tians in every senise of the word in
believing this they did not alone de-
pend upon that which was written in
the bible they had not to depend en-
tirely upon their faith in this matter
it was true they read the bible that
they read the testimony of the ancient
Apostapostleslesinin the new testament they
read the record of the Nep hites8 on
this continent and they believed their
testimony but over and above that
greater than all this they had in their
hearts the inspiration of almighty
god the revelations of god to man
teaching us that these things are true
and that god lived that jesus is
his son that he died for the world
that hisbial blood cleanses us from all sin
through our obedience to the princi-
ples ortheof the gospel and through our
fidelity to the principlespies of righteous-
ness in our lives anat was why it
was impsimpossiblesible for a man who had once
received the testimony of jesus christ
to forsake god and join the various

lama which existed in the world to-

day they might depart from
this gospel from religion from
christ from the knowledge of
god from the faith of the
gospel of the sonBOB of god but they
became infidels this bad been proven
and was known to be the fact how
careful then they ought to be who had
the privilege of knowing the truth for
themselves

after enlarging upon the subject of
faith in god the speaker went on to
say that luringduring his exile he enjoyed
perfect liberty because the gospel of
jesus christ was the gospel of liberty
and whoever received it was free in-
deed thoughchough hebe be in chains in bond-
age or in prison it made no difference
as to that me was free because god
had made him so and there was no
freedom greater than this those of
their brethren who had been in prison
for conscience sake worewere free kenevenmemenneveneven
though restricted of their liberty for
the time why was he free because
he owed no man so far as he knowknew
because he did not entertain malice in
his heart toward any man hatas no
mans debtor to his knowledge andaca

cordcordinging to the bestif his ability he neverwronged or injured anyone if hehad let that man come and show himwherein he had wronged him andgod being bisbig helper hebe would makeit right to the last farthing he hadendeavored to live within the pale ofthe kingdom of god the gospel ofjesus christ and that wouldauld make allmen free inasmuch as they would re-ceive the truth
his brethren and sisters wouldexcuse him if he displayedlittle fervor a

and enthusiasmmight caucall it fanaticism if
they
theypleased what did he care so90that he was satisfied and knew thatgod had spoken to him that he hadreceived the truth it made no dif-ference andA nd if they had received thetruth could they be lesslesa thanhe no yet with all his thankful-ness with all his fervency faith andconfidence in the work in which theywere engaged hebe WASwaa not as earnestdevout and thankful as hebe should bethere was still room to grow to im-prove and enlarge his usefulnessfrom day to

hour and laehe ului wintended to try and im-prove upon each opportunity
they must be subject to the powersthat be subject to the authorities odtheof thepriesthood and of the churchto their subject

counsels of righteousnesssubject to their directions in righteous-ness they would only counselin that which themwas good in the sight ofgod it was not an exhibition offreedom or manhood for metmento disobey the words of godand the righteous counsels of hischosen servaservantslats A man was a cow-ard indeed who would do sogo therewas no cowardice in a man obeyingall times righteous at
counsel when itcame from the presidency of thechurch from the apostles from theirpresidents of stakes frofromabairtheir bish-ops and teachersleachers and fromrom those whowere authorized to teach instructand counsel the people of god it wailwasmanly it was noble it was independ-ence of spirit for a man to hearken tosuch counsel and to be obedient to suchmen it was brave for theagainst the people of god the

world was
worldlooked

and
upon the latter day saints withscorn contempt and thought theywere deceived butrhefhe they were notfinger offinger scorn waspointed at them because sometimes

they saidwere not ashamed theyto listlisten toof those therounthe coun-sels good men who led and in-structedted them but tthe people hadproved them they knew th-eirtheir princi-ples how they had guided the saintssainte inthe past they knew their integritytheir honor ththeiri

worth their fortiloractude and could
to be guided by them

therefore
in all

well afford
be united with kevthem it

things rul
and godlike was mmanlyto doay so not to doCOW ardly 0 itt wag

would any man daredar to tell him hhewas a coward when ehecounsel no matter listened to gooddfrom whwhomom itit took cocourage to do as they had
came

and that donewas
saints were independent

why the latter daday
were chosen men theyand uplifted of god be-cause they dared to obey ththee truth toacknowledge in thewhole world that

presence of taathe
anda that joseph

jesus Wwasas the christchras8
saithamith WwaaAs aof the eivir prophetliving god9 Ttheyhey dadaredproposed to andthedcontinue to do thisIs to the

end of their time kuknowing that it wasright and did not inland to shrinkfrom that duty god helping themin conclusion the speaker exhortedthe saintssaint to be faithful humble anddiligent in the performance of all theirduties never wavering nor faltering inthe least but remainingnine steadfast inthe principles of the gospel then god
would bless and prosper themchem and theirehildrenchildren after them from generation togeneration

president george Q cannon
said he had listened as no doubt allpresent had with exceeding greatpleasure to the teetestimony borne bypresident joseph IF smith he feltthat this wallwaa a time when they as ftA
people could rejoice and be thankfulunto god this conference would beabe ft
memorable one for when they thouthoughgtof the many changes that had oc-
curred there was great reasonfor thanksgiving and giving praise totheir father in heaven roforr his kkind-ness I1 Dd

and
satisfied that no power but that of god
could have wrought the changes theyhad witnessed deliveredOA them as theyhad been delivered hence it seemlyseemto him that this general conferencewas a fitting occasion on which to oinwith all their hearts in thanking goasdas a people for that which he hadbaddone for them and they might resrefit
assured that he would yet continue tofulfilfulfill the many promises given untohis chosen ones

it was a glorious thought that in themidst of affliction sorrow and trialthat they had a friend so powerful aa8the god of abraham isaac and jabojabonwhom they served it would be 0dreary prospect before them indeed ifit were not for the consolation
I1

that god had given them uponthis point god had calledto endure trials and to Pthrough tribulation the hearts of H Is
people had been wrung in anguishangui 80their faith had been tested to the fullest1

extent and had it not been for tha
promises of god and the faith givalkunto them they would have faintedfainid bywthe wayside but in the midstt of totheirpeculiar circumstances he had bewbeennear unto them he had comfortedtheir hearts he had whispered aliscehe hadbad ibeen on their handhami SIM I1on their left and they had proved Wto be the god whom they declared jlJAILto be3 and those who were fait bOl
wouldvibuldyetyet see the outpouring of alrypower a bestowal of ifheavenly Jand mande ican increase of heavenly Ilaftn stons such as they had never beioWOO
witnessed

he knew and could bearthat god was pleased with the lattofday saints and had accepted of MOOf
offering He had recognizedrecognizerec ed their W1140Hty to his cause their determination to10 do
that which was required of them I1ldme
were many things yet to d
and they would ioodbe done in the Stime of the lord brother josepnjoseph jr
smith had told them that bordingmor Ding
that heb thanked god for thehe had received it somethingwas sothey should all be thankful forthalfor thal
their great creator in the midst of the
darkness gloom and uncertainty
which adprevailed over the earthearan
descendedcondescendedcon to reveal himself to
few humblehu anble individuals who bad
sought to do his will for though the


