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wure not intended to be good; but it
often happened because those laws
were not properly administered, or be-
cause the administration of the law
wag antrusted to those who were uot
just in their hearts,

These were circumstances that they
could not control. They were creatures
sabject to these conditions, and must
yleid ovedience to them. They must
honor this law of God and also
the law of men, and seek to be
good citizens. It wag the
rizht of every individual within
the sound of his voice, and throughout
the world, to exercise his or her own
judgmeni as to what was good and
what was evil; and so long as every
man ¢or woman did, according to the
light which he or she possessed, that
which was right and avcided that
which was wrong, they might continue
to plead with God that the errors and
evils and wrongs which existed
amongst us might cease and righteous-
pess reign in their stead. It was tho
duty of everyone to pray to God that
justice might be administered and
truth upbeld and sustained in the midst
of the children of men every where.

As Latter.day Saints they believed
iu the Son of Gud, for they were Chris-
tinns in every seuse of the word., In
believing this they did not aione de-

end upon that which was written in
the Bible; they had not to depend en-
tirely upon their faith in this matter.
It was true they read the Bible, that
they read the testimony of the angient
Apostles in the New Tegtament. they
read the record of the Nephites on
this continent, and they believed their
testimony. Butoverand abave that,
greater titan all this, they had in their
hearts the inspiration of Almighty
God, the revelations of God to man,
teaching us that these things are true
and that God lived, that Jesus is
His Son, that He died for the worid,
that his blood cleanses us from all sin,
through our obedience to the princi-
ples of the Gospel, and through our
fidelity to the prineiples of righteous-
ness in our lives. That was why it
wag impossible for a man who had once
received the testimony of Jesus Christ
to forsake God and join the varicus
“jsma’® which existed in the worid to-

day. They might depart (rom
this (Gospel, from religion, from
Christ, from the Enowledge

God, from the faith -of the

(Gospel of the Boum of God, but they
became infidels. This bad been proven,
and was known to be the fact. How
careful then, they ought to be who had
the privilege of knowing the truth for
themselves.

After enlarging upon the subject of
faith in God, the speaker went on to
say that during his exile he enjoyed

rfect liberty, because the (Gospel of
‘}zaua Christ was the Goespel of liberty,
and whoever received it was free in-
deed, though he be in chains, in bond-
age or in prison. It made no difference
as te that. He was free because God
had made him so, and there was Do
freedom greater than this. Those of
their brethren who had been in prison
for conscience rake were free men,even
though restricted of their liberty for
the time. Why was he free? Because
he owed no man, so far as he kpew;
because he did not entertain malive in
his heurt toward any man. He'was no
man’s debtor to his knowledge, and,ac-
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cording to the bestof hip abilj
wronged or injured anyolntg.hell;evt?;
had, let that man come and show him
wherein he_had wronged him, and
God being !Jls helper, he would ’maké
it right to the last farthing. He had
endeavored to live within the pale of
the kingdom of God—the Gospel of
.[};susf%hrlii::, and that would make alj
en free, inaam
mord t.he,truth. uch as they would re-
His brethren and sist
excuse him if he di:;?ay:dou]il
little fervor and entbusiasm—they
might call it fapaticism ir they
Ft]li;:sﬁd.w Whatl did he oare. 8o
& was matisfied and k
God had spoken to bhim, t.haltmlwlve ttfmt:
received the truth, it made no d?f-
ference. A nd if they had received the
truth, could they be less ferveif, than
he? No. Yet with all hia thankful-
ness, With all his fervency, faith and
confidence in the work ip which they
were engaged, he was not as earnest,
devout, and thankful as he should be.
There was still room to grow, to irrf-
prove and enlarge hig u’sel'ulness
from day to day and from hour to
hour, and he jotended to try and im
prove upon each opportu alty. [
They must be subject to th
tlhiat be, subject to the authorit?egoov:ﬁl\-:
Priesthood and of the Chureh: subject
to their Counsels or rlghte’ousn]ess
subject to their directions in righteous.
ness. Tuey would only cou nsel Lhen;
in that which was good 1n the sight of
God. It was pot an exhibition of
freedom  of  manhgod for me
to dlsobey the words of G 3
and the rightepus couneeis of l:‘[)i
chogen Servants. A man was a :
ard indeed who would do so T?:)w.
Wa8 N0 COWardice in a map ol;eyin eﬂ:
all times righteous counael whel‘%a'
%ame t:ﬂ;m the Presidency of t.h]l:
Presiionts of Blakel fules from their
rom i i
ops, and Teacpers, aﬁd troniht?xl(:serlvst? 5
were authorized to teach, inst .
aud counsel the people of Gog. 1 e
manly, it was Dable, it was lﬁda ewas
ence of 8pirit for a map to hearkg o
?:g:t: cot]l:?s?J Ill]i.)l to be obedient to slsluctlcn)
i a8 bra 2
against the people ;‘e ’(f}?:dt.heTvl:%ﬂd w?‘.?
locked upon the Latter-day Baint.swvgirth

scorn and contempt,
were declived, Buppath

the pasgt,

to be guided by

be united wit’.hy t.l:lz[:x
and Godlike to do gg; ;
cowardly. ’

in all things apy
It was manly
not to do it wag

to tell him h

¢ listened to goog
m whom it came?
a8 they had done;

counsel, Do ma tter fp
It took courage to doo

and that was w
Saints were indepehn{iergl;emlé‘;tbe}i:day
were chosen ang uplifted of 3 dhey
cause they dared to obey the trat g
acknowledge ip the preg i
w B ence of the
and that Joseph Sin;

of the living Qod. They dared and

. their hearts, He
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end of their time, knowing that it was
right, and did not iuten%.t t?)tsl:lr‘i‘uk
from that duty, God helping them,
In conclusion the speaker exhorted
the S3aints to be faithful, humble, and
diligent in the pa:formance of all’meir
dt:lt.lea, never wavering nor faltering in
E © least, but remaining steadfast in
bie principles of the Gospel. Then Gud
:t?il]l(li?et:‘les?b:nghprosper them and their
after i
Coaren uf em, from yeneration to
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sald he had listened, as no ]
present had, with éxcaedi:gouzt;*:“
plensure to ‘the testimony borue by
President Joseph F, Bmith. He feit
that this wae a time when they, as &
people, could rejoice and be thankful
unto God. This Conference would hea
memorable one; for when they thougit
of the many changes that hed oC-
curred  there wag great reasocD
for phanksglviu%&nd glving praise to
their Father iu Heaven tor His kind-
ness and mercy unto them. He was
satlstied that no power but that of God
could have wrought the changes they
had witnessed ordelivered thom asthey
had been delivered. Hence it seemed
tq him that this general Conference
WaH 8 ﬁtt.mg occazion on which to joIn
with all their hesrts in thanking God,

438 & people, for thnt whigh Lle had

done for them: ap which He ha
d they might rest

assured that He [

fulfil the mane;wou]d Yet continue to

Promises given unte
His chosen ones, =

1t was a glorious though

glo t that in the
E?)h{:“th()f afiliction, sor%ow, and trisl
tha . de)' had a Friend sg powerful a8
wtf od of Abraham, [sasc and Jacobs
om they served. It would be 8
jtreal‘_‘r brospect before them, indeed, if
& t'Weae not  for the consolation
t.h;l dod  had  given them wupon
& B point.  God had called them
e endure  trials ang to pass
rough tribulation, The heartsof Hi®
ﬂ?ople had been wrupg 1p angulshs
elr faith had beup tested to the fullest
extent; and kad it pot been for the
Ell-lc;‘mtaes of God and the faith giver
a 0 them they would have fainted bY
¢ wayside. But in tive midstof theif
beculinr circumstances Heo had beeb

uear unto them; He had comfor
had whispered pesce

?ethaq been on their righ‘t?.e I.mnl:1 B
tnbmﬂr left, and they had proved Hiw
) i the God whom they declsred HiD
0 be, and thuse who were faithfd
Wwould yet sce the outpouring of Bi?

power, a bestowal of heavenly gIft8

and an incresse .
of iR
Yo heavenly manffes

witnesed, they had never befor®

He knew and could be imony
ar testindo
fll;ah Go_d was pleased with the Lattel”
oﬂ_y Baints and had accepted of tlielf
F a}rlﬁgs,ﬂe had recognized their fldel
tﬁ ‘ 't‘ﬁ causetheir determination to
ey which was required of them. Ther®
Were It:mny things yet to benccomphish
S they would be done in the E0°
Smgstol' the Lord. Brother Joaeph.F'
thoith had told them that mornif¥ .
at be thanked God for the testionody
be had received. It was somethif®
yaey should all be thankful for—tbas
bheir great Creator, in the midst of tH®
arkness, gloom and uncertainot
which Prevailed over the warth ha
condescended to reveal Himself to:ll

proposed to continue to do this to th
®

few humbie indivi ns
iduals who
sought to do His will; for though e



