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AM golng (o take'a text from (he
Lattersday Salnts”™ hyvmn o book,
found on pree 148:
We thank Thee, O God, for & Pro-
phet,
I'o guide us In these latter days;
We thank thewe for sending the Gospel

To lighten vor minds with s rays;
Wae thank thee for every bles:dng
sestawed by Thy bounteous hand

We ferl it a pleasure (o serve Thee,
Ard love to obay Thy communnus,

We are (n the habit of singing this
hyimn in oar congregationg, but how
many of us stap to refiectupon the Tull
menning of these words——upuon the great
things which God hus done for us in
whis the last gospel dispensation

What did It mean when God sent a
prophet into the world, to tore the
everlasting Gospel, commanding that it
shayld be preached in a&ll the world as a
witness before the end should com=?
Whe world had had prophets bofore,
the world had had the gospel bejore
but never before hond God cauvsed (t (o
be proclaimed that it was the just time
the gospel wonld be restored Never
had such & mission been glven to man
as that placed upon the Prophet Jossph

Sinith, who stands at the head of this
dispensation, which s distinguizhed
from all others, in that it is the dis-
pensation of the fullness of times, whon
God has deecreed to gather Into ans all
1things In Christ—things in heaven and
things upon the earth. 1t was the sig-

nal for a great revolution in religious
thought and philasophy

When Jokeph was ra d up to apon
the last dispensation, 11 meant even
nore to the world than when Moses
wag rafsed up to point out the true God
to man, and show him how (o worship
aeceptably in the sight of heaven, In-
deed there 18 0 great Mln'll\ In this

yespect bety n the mis of Moses
and the mission of Jogeph § 'mllv_ Tho
latter-day propher might well he called
“aman ke unto Moses,” 1o order to
appreciate this fact we must know
something of the copditions that pre-
vailed when these great men, the

mighty servants of Jehavah, each a

head of a g el dis i CAT
forth as messengers “n-.| God to man
What was the state of the religious
world? What kind of a God were they
worshiping? What were thelr views
of life and death and {mmortality. Lot
u& see i we can institute something of 4
parallel between those early times and
Fown,
GODS OF THE HEATHEN,

In the days of Moses thers were at
Jeast, three great centers of religious
thought and philosophy in the Known
world, One of these included the lamnd
of Canaan, in whileh the childron of Is-

rael were about o sellle and establish
a commouweaslilh Another of thesae
Centgrs was In gyt from which voun-

1ry the world has derived much of |t
Civillzation, one of the most ancient
gources of hugpan enlightenment An-
other center of religious activity was
in India, that great cradle of religion
und philosophies, What kind of god
were these nations worshipping? Why,
wnmong the Canaanites they worshiped
Bazl and Astareth. ‘This meant the sun

and the Moon, " The Tsraolitesd weor

re-
guired to worship an invisible God, one
in whom they could trust, but couid
not geéo, nor hear, He conde-
seended to show H 18 He did to
Moses and others for certaln wise purs
Poses, Those idalatrous peoplos
Mmust needs see and hear = hos
fore they would helleve, while
the Hebrew nation were required to
waorship without scelhg, ‘without hears
Ing, They were to actept (he testi-
mony. of men with whom God con-
versed face to face. Descended f{rom
Abraham, “the father of the falthful,”
they were to prove by thelr conduct
thely ¢laim to so noble a descent, They
wore, requirad to belleve that beyond
the horizon of this morial exlsten:

there was o Supreme Belng who had
ardajned and crested e universe

the sun, the moon, and the stars, the
earth and all that t contains L
the Canaanites, who surrounded the
ehlldren of Ispavl. could not grasp the
fdes of an (nvisible God, At lenst Lthey
must have symbaols to represent Him,
and they confounded the symbol with
the thing symhbolized! consequently wae
find  thém  worshiping the sun, the
moot, and the heavenly hodies, -
stead of the God who created these
things. They reasoned upon it like
this: “The sun was the most Juminous
body ' they could hehold: the warmih
that made the carth fraltful procecded
from the sun, and to him and to other
powers of nature they gave thelr al-
leglance as the highest abjects they
caould concelve of ot 1ovl:ll'l'4’hl*lhl, They
worshipod the gun ax Bagl, and the
moon as Astoreth, and \\up«l“(n'-ll‘u i
with Heentlous and wicked rites, The
Israeolites were onsnuved  more  than
once by this enticing and seductive re-

lgion; nand their history for centuries
i o history of God's warnings to them
ind Hts punishments upon them o
turnin #ide from the worship of the
true «God to the worship of the c¢rea-
tions of Gaod,

Down in Egypt they had another Kind
of raliglon. They also worshiped the
heavenly bodies,  the luminaries ot

heaven—all  anclent  Pagan  nations
secn to have done the game—but the
Egyptians added to that warshin the
worship of the beasts of the fleld and
the reptiles of the Nils They bes
Heved that the splrfta of the gods had
taken up their ahodi n the ox, i1
tha cpocadilo, 1o the cut and the beetls
and they bowed down to tl beasts,
regatding then nt least as syvmbols of
Delty If an ox or a goal, sicrved
to the Wgvptinng, should die, it caased
the nation 1o mourn as if A caliiminy
had overtiken the ind thes buried
the dead anlmal \\‘r!h eostly and
nifleent corsmonies And these werp
the Hgdptiany, the ancestors of ecivili-
ziution

Ay off in India, they nlsn wiy
rhiped the heavaonly bodl bt added
thorgeta the sworship of thi GO
AR K, summer, auntumi, winter, which
o omed 10 have, and do have, o ceriain
creative power, In o subordingt Wiy,
The Mindoos thought the Seabuns wenr
*he orvigin of things They #lso wor
thiped tho possious  of  the human
= — - . —-
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anger, foay, love, Jealousy., God
Was In everything to them. and then
gods were multipled aceording to th

stasons,
ul nature

the passions, md the fore

MOSES AND CHRISY

Thig, In general, was the condition o
the roliglou world when Al , th
ety of God, calne forth, | oW pea
e were sunlen (o fdolatey; Weving
dw mndreds of yours mnong
ey s ahd  partaken of thely et
rYoneou lden Ho thiad when he |
thetn ont of bondage, aund they halted
in the wilderness of Sinal { i
called ap e the modntain ) 111
with Glod, Isrmel alarmed ot

Eeneh,  indneed  Aaron, hHis bhrother
1o make for them a golder LT, whid
Wie U Peprosctitation of tb ISeyvntin
god, Apls: and the o} of |1
Wer waorshining tiis vhin Mo
cauane down from the t

[t g o natural Y oto o wn
o see, 'and Lo hear 1o feel th
o thet we worship O
test of fodth-and integrity whe A\l -
hum  was regulred to come auy fron
the jdolaties of Mezopolnmin Jana
W e he ariginally 8 L Lo
leny his kindred rid conntrs
nnd (RF] worship I ie trus soul
{he Criepto ol h ‘ mnd ehath
metead of bowing down ta the ¢ wul

hocause thal propensglt e
o In the davs ol 1} =i { (i
evon His aposth with ) He hi
conversed, who had Him  woi
miractes, who had hee Ith Hun
His ministry, could hardly believe
FHim after He had gond ! H
appeared to them ofter His
tion, they wer rrighicned hink
HMe was a spivit, an apparvition, Instend
of n riser ) han E lald « 1
Bovdy and taker 1 1 L E |

ald to the STa ! 1 13
{Or it §) ! t || 1 I bBuor
Vi g \ ] b
Hievedd af I \
thsonl J o
‘|‘\" doubting L0Elle Wh nr e
turned, and bis hrethe told n thu
the Lord had yisen and had ag ired
to them, Thomas said b owll ol b
Heve, unless T oan | i) ) of th
nails In His havds and thros 1y hand
Into the  woaind in His d fesus
compassionating Thao ) 1 doubt-
Iy influérived by the g UL T that
thes 1post] heing spocinl Lrie
of the rosurrcotion, bad the
Spen 1o henr, and of i sary 1o |

pequined

Joegug |
S 1
nndd feel of v prints of the nalls o
my hand thrust youy hands into my
sl 1] | ot falth hut helis
Ing Thomad, overwhelmed by th
vid fell oy the feel of Jeaus, ox
claimineg 0, Lord, my God 't

w1 ook « 1210 tey ti i

groat pripeipie o His 0y

I aolng | v praagh
of the risen Rede f Wwitl

3 hat the vha helieved
baptized hould ¢ saved, wi the
who helisved nol should he eondems
He #2ald ‘1 as, thou hast hel)

i 180 thoa hast &oor, but hingsed are
Lhe ho ha believed and have not
51

A STRANGE PHILOSOPHY.

it wits tathor a strange philos-
It « cturnged, no daubt, some of

¢ pragonsoived notions,—-ag much
& whefl Hesatd, on a former ofei-
He whd would be Lt Among

] be the servant of all”

them hia i
love them,—ovey

bt ta

pargral ~-;u.wr.- of the

propriguies and the eteroal fitness of
things and stituting & higher and
a better syatem of faith and prac-
fse. 10 was siran philosophy, |
| they were more

without se¢jng,

in order to ballewvy Mn

blessed belng grati-

groatest DIessings coine

The Old ‘Testament
tth references to the
(zod but v S0EmM
mostly based upon  prosperity. When
prosperity smlies at bloagt;
when adversity  frowd g cux
That ig the pirit of ¢ Old Testamel
Buat the ivit of 1} 3 restament
he 2o of lee s
‘Blosse v men shall hat
you and persccuts  you  and  say all
manner of e\ agninst you fals {0
my sake He subverted thi wned

vather, Lhe wpol W

philogsaphy-—aol
lowed

up the la of M

invited men to stand upon o highe
plane of thought and feeling Hence
He hlh\ chatl man, uninspired, would
never  has ald, would eV s
thought of hat It was more hlessed
iod witho Him

) Him order

BCOND ESTATIES

pposition 1na

When \ yvze this ot J
the s Wf e revelation,
reason gland o1 clva We Latter-
day Saints ey key to it in the
revelntlon t ! f tho pre-existencs
L condivon cnlled Ui first estale
whelr'e man say wl fnece to face, ¢b
prohending what g now Lo hin INys
tery ind mndde proot f his | Rl
by befng willing Lo obo) hen he could
see B hear Hir ind us il vith
l‘.' 1 Lhis i i | \ ‘ \
A teat of st 11 inteirity 5 Ie
gl ered We hayve < Ou ou
,'“"'- el A Kt { ked b
slgt {13toH W d i
W are expectod 1o i1 filih ana
this was the tught
throagh  Abrahat 1 h i, n
whom all the vl
1 be blest, Go | 1l
L 18 av v-‘»
crra pecd { i n
thot they had \ 1 h 1 Hlis
Vi bt the grant \ fth NPT
af Isvael, and the wolld tnd then
Wl It hipepn Lht
flie i presch thi !
qulred 1o bellove withou { '
enugoe this RLenCe W i
il axerelse of Fadth

Giod could, {f He saw M il
thi He declares thut He niy
ally pour oul the fulnes f ¢ L1
upon the woplds that earth shall b
flled with the knowledge of God a8 the
WILLEPN 0V the channels of ths 1nan
and 1t will not then be GV “'H'
i man 1 41y 1o his neig! :
fenow ve the Lardd for nl ") \}‘ |
Ko b from tho least Unto
groatest —hut  not (odagy The \»
Ve el o gensan for 4ll tid
in the Quys of the Apostl Puu W (
through n glaes darkly We kho
pant nnid prophesy In part. bu
whet that which i perfoct iy
ST thint yvhich i I part
wlll In o WY |‘~-v 1
the taw of Moses, haying fulfilled 1ts
UL, Was uperseded by the gos
Pl i Chirlst O ouUr prescnt  Eanoawi
adge will he swallowed up lnoa morey
perfeet Knowlodge, when we hall
Ohodr THOFre s (o] {900 to face [ we
Keap our sasom]  esiale Ay We Kupt
aur fivst estat muanifesting our in
TOEriLy to i degree (hat Vi Welrt
warthy to bie addod upon by bolng
given thesn marl il baodie thae (wo
togetiier, the hody and thoe spiel, cons
stituting the woul of man L J
mige Iy that we “shall hay glary
added upon aur headd forovey nonl
avor! Thin promise Ineludaes th
resurroction of the hody, firal mortal,
und then im ptul, 4 precious pos
Bepslon given to Man A8 o rneans of
elernal inercuse and evorinsting glory

ABRAIAM'S BLESSING

Whon Moses eame he  found the

world worshlpping false gods, and 18~
norant of the Great Creator, Mosos
was & descendunt of Abraham, who

had boon veguired to luy the denres
doEire of his hoart upon the Mv_..
that he might manifest Wi Integrin
md be worthy of yhe gront blessing
pronounced uvon him, that in Him

aid his seod should ol the natlons of
the edrth bhe blest, i Moses was o
part fultilment of that pronilse, Christ

Wik o come, 1L is true the s=on of
God was to b the seed of Abrn
i, and ae th ool the world
He swas traly wing to all n
Hons:  bhut  Mosg ing ]
Christ, wus o il ¢ 1o tho hu
an raoe e talkod 1 ol T
procured 1l et Commandmaents,
Which 1 L 1th foundatlion of ail
civilized Jurl Uenag 'ha Christian
Jd and worl t large are in-
debted to for v { oV
ltion which | I \ from God
wid wh inlerwoys \ all oug
civilizgation
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT,
And W L the Hist of the com
nolanne hint Mo voleed to hi
preapie, ey I hiod written ther
ih 1 n pon the tables of
J iou shalt have no thi
SAR L n But wes that the
tha 1 Who wo this (iod that
ta 1 shult have ne ot) ol
beto) i e was not the sun
He wa t the maon He wios not
Lthe oy T rocodile Flee was not
Teier, nor gor, nor hiate, nar 1oy 3
It exists the humnn heart i
NOL Spring, nor sgmmoy
e wa the ¢
sS4 nd agon, the o
1 £ nnti | "
Vi had planied thoss n me inth
human heart e hud ordained the
SCUEO] H had sot the un and
the moon-——tl u rule day
Lo the moon b e
had tha o il
LA, A b il
8 had t L I
it hefore 1h wers
13 i h I3y 14 i
hou shalt have t he
I m
'HE TRUKE GOD
\ 1 I 1 of being 18 He?
' underton] 1oeXt In this 2o
earl , tha I avtaring
wiy,  though o 1l eI
rein He Jdes ] first
il =econd ot L the
fdext ) iy XIstenee what Kind
uf heing this God s ‘iu divide
tl ht from th o LN ONS \Whao
cplled th ars il -:.(1‘ and th
vy Who made o grent
lights—the ol 1o rule th iay, and
the othe to 1 the night, Whe
( ed the wiatos Lo teom with the
fim myriads, and ereated all creep-
i1 things WOH . of
Grod crented man
s n h inmage ol ‘
He him; male and female created Fls
it Could words he plaine 1
\ i ef 1 ) could iy
thi ma \ Clony I
1l H 1 hat
I \ i \ N
' sild that « fl 1
H \ ned 1 id L #n )
e 1] v of th )
1 { \ lny, « )
§ | thut (LRt
nid | ] i ¢ them In His
{ I " 1 ind 1) rented
H t n \ il thind
el Vi | ! ng t 1 |3
vt v ut 1t 1 \
§ I ! | sed, an i
14 th ving ot had fallen asleny
they 054 1 \S 1 1" hy
the splrie tf theywige dend et
) 3 they v oEnne, m 1 tied
from the platn d simple il
pur h (30 privat higternpy tlons
1 i thus ting the pe ra
L f the lost 104 { God
Jasus ') =1 eX O fied 1)
trine that Moses had taogid )
| niy. teaching 1 His own person
int kind of & »cng God {8, His
pearance wis virtadal:x» another t
ing of the princip!s thal man is in
pmage of God and that! God isIn ims-
g of man A hen Phillip, o of His
disciples, having heard Him spesk « 14

‘ather to Whom He prayed
glorify me with that glory
\ I il ith Thee before the world
18, sald te Hin “Lord, sRhow us the
Father and it suMiceth us'” Jgsus an-
swered Phillip, have I heen sa long
with you and yet have yvou noi Ky
e’ He that hath seen me hath s
the Father'-—meaning, of course, 10t
the God to whom Hs i3 W 1
ghime Kind of o b nu. H- himeselt was.
As If He had sald If you huve seon
M whoe am in the shape, form, and
Image of man, you have virtually Seen

o 1w 1h

my Father in |
teuching of the
tpostle, afterwards declared

son of God

Christ was *‘th hrightuness (
gl and the express finagn of His
Could it huave besn oindde
12 T Mhink mot—and yat fthe
f propensity for dej ting from the
truth that was manifest in carvlier ages,
Causead  muet to depart fron It even
afrer Jesus had come in th
man, @and after Pau! had ta
J esus vias In the expr 3
His Father's person, thus nes
i ition in our day of
ki f of the Lord,
THE SECTARIAN DEITY
Mitny falthful Christinns down
the ages, clung to their belisf in a Y-
scinnl Gad, but gradually the chuy 8
departed (rom if, and conjured up A
definltion of God, h vhich th said
He was 2 heing “without body vithout

18" —In

nonentity One of

parts, and without passio of et

wird an absoluts

gligh pocts—Alexander Pop I
g (jod ag an all "ul".:lrilhu gpirit,

frnmed these beaut(fal but misleading

lines ‘his spivlt, sald he

SWarms In the sun, refreshes in the
brecze,

(Hows in the st intd blos N ih
Lrees;

Lives through a Ife, extoin hrough
wll extent,

spreads uindivided ipetid AR
avourate de riptio o doub!

ths Holy Ghost, but ot of d 1h

Futhey nr of Josus Chyl th Sor

AR [ PR Ope hunidred  years*

LR £ a i add gqulied what Kingd

ol belng God |8, tl thenlogl Wt led

v HEWered, "great are the ipysteriva

of godiiness,” and that porson would

ave Diessi told that he must pol pey

things Hyeln po they de-
hit Moss

wrote the

Inta such
thnat
when |1

meant o s
Book of
that 1nun was | i e the
{ hiit |||- terim Vi ge”
fon [8))

Inre

of tioun

L any

They Ry ol
L Mpirit iy onil, | anipye el

bl | f think so Who could

ymprehend such i they i
jhe?

Without hod parts, or pu
forspoth!  Thut s not the God who
spoke 10 Moxes ol thi
the Ten Contmandinen

10 1aleren 1

he {ing] who b
i tables of sto "hat ~
wm 1iteh beheld That 1s nnt
BX M 1
he Catn)
ind hate inlguit
ade god, an anag
inary Jdelly But It WASR (the Gad ol
the Christinn sorld at the tme Jog
h Bmith ne hringing huck O
the lowt Knowledse of the (rud
nd Uving Giod
JOSEPH SMITH'S

YL o saw two helngs i
i, and ane of them
other, #ald I'its 18y
hear Him!'" Bo satldd
|.‘n!|h|'? und 11 wus the
ant revelation that had
thougand years from Lhe
heavenly light It was thae
of an anedent trath, It mads
Smith a4 mun Hke unto Moses
g anew the sverlusting Goxpel
(hive i @l that Mormonism claling
Laix

SIL dn wbl o of L
Methodist minister (o whom
confided blg story. "“The tmes
past for angels to visit the carth I"here
{¥ no such thing as Hnluxm In thewe
days.” “But I have seen” sl the
youthful seey, “God is o splril, wyery-

od =
God [n whoke
‘hrist "hut not

righteousness

ph
mure
MESHAGI

of
to the

son;

thie
palinting
belovesd
1 e modern
mnost import
colnt In 1wo
sauree of sll
patloration

o

Joseph

reveal

for
i

wilil  Lhe
Jugeph
nre

devil
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Salt Laks roevimed June m
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| sent Murdh I Anirnus confer- |
| enee, CDenm Was s field of lxll |
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| ul Salt Lak ;
? rom i - ol \
was nEsign
: | , e s ot np | BRIGHT'S DISEASE AND DIABETES
| fubus CAN NOW BE cUnien
vell of it Unelda
Tivd hoane
o puissi ) (From the K i ] 3
\ 0, 'l
! Helq H

b sland of the ‘I'wet
:g' wtlt VEIved
>4 reom oW L | £ Ll od  Ineape
- LE | ins | 3 ona (o mod-
& s ey Langd
& e 5 0 amung bt e prot
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.’. ! Y wWhivly tuny are >
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ey s I al LY Line vorth and ¢ ! 5
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oy e Soulhers are of coim vty .
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‘.‘ I . whtther he w ent Ot 1, % FHE TOURNAL COMPANY
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of 18 wards. olght of w} n Orogon and N i i Ida [ rank Blder Alexander who resfded In | eeived i e e Bulletin:
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