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DISCOURSE
By President DANIEL H. WELLS, Baowery,
Suuday Afternoon. September, 30, 1550,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG ]

I arise, my brethren and sisters, being ever |
willing to give my testimony in behalf of the
gocdness of God, and the wo'k in whieh we |
are engaged, evea the latter day work, the|
building up of the Kingdom of God upon the
earth. | knew it is Lthe desire of my heart to |
meet every engagement, appoiniment and

| Gody offer a kind word to them that are east | fairs of others. I know from exper

ience that
down, buoy up the dreoping spirits, and do all ?it Is a very good lesson for me (o leok into
we can to sustain each other in tha trials and | my bosom. Tiere is the flatterer, and by
difficuities through which we have to pass suwlying ourselves we can easily perteive how
in this state of exisience. liable we are to negleet ourseives arnd look

[t is a consolation, and a great assitance | into affuirs with which we Lhave nothing fo do.
te a man who tries to be a Saiut to receive a | People do not look inte their own hearts rig-
word of encouragement from a friend; it pre- | idiy enough, and theorefore they do uot see
pares the heart for the warfare of lile; it | whal has been the prompting or leading
makes a man feel stronger in the Lord; lie is tive that has caused them to judge ethers in-
thereby better prepared to perferin his duties | stead of themselves. The inward monitor, if
as a member of the Kingdom of God upon the | we will lec him bave full play, wil teach us
earth. We all have a great variety ot duties | many things that are applicable to ourselves,
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be the greatest privilege they could erjoy to
be freegd frﬂmp-thn t‘Eickegus that italh
abroad at noon dayj; but when sach come to
Ziou, how soon do they foiget the condition
of ethers whoin it is their duy to remember,
because they are in circumstarces similar te
those which s®wrrounded them before they
were enabled to gather home, |

We shioull remember that we have been
collected from the naiions through the szme
motives which mow inspire our brethren and
sisters in o her lands, to establis) righteous-
ness upon the earth, to put down iniquity and

duty incumhent upon we by reason of my | to perform; some are required to actim one | and if we eénqiuire more fully into ourselves to hate the report thereof. You will see this
calling, and in undertaking to become a Lat-iwny, and some in anothe'; none can say that  we shall find that we are pot always acting manifest in the eorrespondenes of our breth-

ter Day Saint.
When I made my covenant by baptism, I
did it with an understanding, and with a -:ie-‘r
gire to do the wiil of our Heaven'y Father in
this generation; I did it with a determination
that I would ro:n that time forth do the will
of Him whom I ‘hen covenanted io s rve, and
that I would do all those things that should
be required at’ wy hands, that [ would per-
form every duty according to the best under-
standing [ had,constantly lcoking to the Lord
to give me better understanding, greater light,

Kingdom. ‘doin regard to others, for we often come across
The gospel embraces every branch of busi- Lheir notions,

ness that is useful, every depatiment of | ‘lI'here are a great many persons who con-

literature, whether science, or classics; ' sider their own way the bes?, ves, much sup-

everything that is useful in the world, all is [ erior to any othir person”. If we will

last days; all that is goed and troe is Reces- and leara that there are others whose ways
sary to the completion of this mighty work. ' are preferable to our own. We wiil take it

there is room for the exercise of allthe phys- | of motives, even then, some won'd go to work

‘they have no part or lot in the matfers in this from the best of motives, those thi gathat we ren who are still among the nations: it was

formerly manifest in ours, and eact of us was
accustomed to exclaim, “0O that 1 eould be
delivered from Babylon!? We were finally
' enabled to come mp here, and to get deliver-
‘ance fiom that great wickedness which was

‘necessary to its accemplishment, and the compare that with an unp ejudiced mind and an eye-sore to us everyday. Then how do we
'bringinz about of the purposes of God in fhe  liberai soul we may reject our own baniling act, do we hanker for the wickedness of the

weorld! Our traditions are st} thick upon us
and if we do pot yeme n,ber onr eovenants, and

In this Kingdom there is scope for the mind, for granted that we are actuated by the best ' strive to see things by the kight of the H-og

Spirit, we shall soon be led to flud fa:dt wi

and more exterded knowledze of the things 'ical powers of mankind. There is scme labor |in one way and some in another to buili up  things which we see around us.

of His kinzdom. .
then; they have bren my feelings ever since, |

and I Lope and trust that I shall ever be they may have to ge from one kind of labor promole our interests. If each one is to have they will say
guided by the same spirit. | have ever felt!to another, by reason of their being putin bis own way awd carry out his own nofion,| do not like this, the

that it was good to have the testimony of |

Jesus in 1oy soul. It is for me, and [ consid- | country to another. This, with the faithful h-nce no union, KEvery enc shouid seek that' speak of thesething

‘These were my feelings for each and everyone toperform. They pee-|the Kingdom of God, but we chould all feel!

s [interested in taking that course that will

ple may have to change from their old customs;

d flerent circumsiapces and coming from one  then there will be no efiuit to coucentrate,

Perhaps those who thus become disaffected
may net say anything about it for a time, but
their hearts and souls they
y disapprove of that and
they dispise the other. Theydo not at first
s, but the next thieg they

n

er it is for all of us, to respond to every cail | Saint makes but little diffsrence. Let us all | which is the best, and be subwissive to the do in the path te ruin is to negiect their

that shall be made, whether temporal or spir-
itual, and I desire that we may feel to re-

|

do the things that are before us, with aneye will of God in all things, and not sirive to
single to the glory of God and the building up | follow theii own peculiar notions. We live

praye:s, to negleet their every duty, and
| finally they are led captive by the devil. They

spond to and do whatever we shall be dictated | of his Kingdom; by pursuing this course we  to learn, und should so conduct ourgelves as ‘ask if that spirit that has actuated them in

to do with glad hearts, be thankful for the
epportunity and esteem it a high privilege to
have a part in this work.

We should strive to get faith in everything
that pertains to this work, and feel that it

shall able to accomplish whateyer shall be  to make good use of what we experience,
‘@ppointed unto us that will tend to the zath- } I bave had a great many ideas myself upon
ing of Israel, and the bringing about of the subjects as'they have passed before me, but

eri
great Great Latter Day work afier they are consummaled, I aiways find
way, it would not have

The work that is now transpiring is in ful- that, if I had had my
filment of prophecy, and in this we shou'd | been near so well.  Taose who lave more

|

| their early experience, and that has been the
motive spring in times gone by sanctions what
they see around thewn. Darkness gradually
gets into their miads, and the first thing the
know they are led back to love the wick

I mess of the world. £ i

rests upon our shou!ders to perform, and that

it behoves each cne of us lo Jive in that way
tbat will promote our own interesls therein,
and give us light and knowledge, waich will
enable us te cultivate that spirit in our bo-
soms which has been premised as a well of

have joy, and if we need anything to gtren: th- J light,  greater cnmpreheqsion,~ ani who are| This isbecause they forzet that upon them~
en us in our holy religion, and to buoy up our appointed to do those thinis which are re- gelves rest tha responsibility of making that
feelings, the things transpiring around us quired of this people, can do so with betier| Zion about which they tatked, prayed and
should be sufficient to do this and to stimulate understanding, hence I say we sliouid readily preached; it is because they forget tha* it is
us to farther action. People are brouzht yicldtothatwisdomandsirivetoseea p:uprie-lthuir business to labor for the establishment

water springing up iuto everlasting life, to all |
the faithful Sau ts,

There is 2 consclation in our religion whieh
goes to every heart, and by it every man,
woman and child may receive joy and sat -

from every nation, kindred, tongue and peo- |ty in earrying it out. la this way we can soon
ple, by the instrumentality of this Priesthood, | learn to ses what is right and best for this
and the power that accompanies the testimo- | prople. We cannot possibly believe that the
ny of ihe servants of God. Wehave as great | Almighty will suffer those whom he has ap-

'a testimony as any of the ancieats in regard ]| pointed to lead his _fweupie to go astray; we ! should let

faction, while acting uunder the sweet infiu-
ences of the Holy Spirif, baviug it within us
to dictate and guide us in the path of virtue
and truth. When the Spirit of the Lord in-
fluences #ny man, espceiaily the true and
faithful Saint, it fiils him with joy and peace, [
and makes him humb'e in the performance of |
Juties, The Spirit of the Lord carries with |
it its own reward. A person deprived of
this influence meets with difficelties upon
every hand. I:is only by being obedient and
submitting to the counsel of God in all things,
that we can fally enjoy that good spirit.—
By acting upon this principié in a family ca-
pacity and 1n managng our individual eon-

i
!

to the work in which we are engaged, and we  have all confidence in this, and shall have, if
have increasing testimony day by day that  we do our duiy. - Then let that spirit, whien
shiould convince the most sceplical., We see| we 50 much desiie to have in our hearts, con-
the hand-dealing of the Almighty from time trol and govern us; perm't i* (o eradicale
to time, and thespirit is bearing witness from | every vile principle and infiuence, and do not
day to day that this is thetruth of Heaven, and | let cur netions and tradirions stand in the
that we !
our midst. The Lord has not left himself : rolling forth of God’s Kingdom in the last
without a witness, I there had been noth- days. Thue law of Gad sliould be our joy; the
ing written there is sufficient manifest to :atm!_r and the keowledge of it are biessings
prove that this is the work of God in wh chi | that have been vouchsaled .unto us in this
we have engaged, to induce us to learn owr | gencration. The Lord has eonferred this
duties and perform them; and te be ready and | holy priesthood upon us; he Las opened up a
willing to turn eur hands to this; that and the ' communication between vs and his throne by
other purpose as shall be necessary to enable | which we owrselves can open and find out in

cerns, for it is in thus act:ng upon the prinei-
ples of obedience that families are united,
that epirit will unite, connect and cause the
Elders to see eye to eye, and thus promete
the advancement and prﬂaperil‘?’ of the
cause we have all espoused. We cannot
fulfil our engagements with the Almighty
without we have ‘that spirit with us. We
should so live as to acknowledge the good

spirit continually; we cannot do this uniess |

we let the Spirit of God rule in temporalities
as well a8 in spiritual mat ers,
When he whom the Lord has called to

stand at the head of His churcb,as the mouth |

piece of the Almighty speaks {o us let us find
out the epirit that leads bim, and follow its
dictation, and then we shall be well off, and

us to obtain our sustenance, to cultivate the regard to tlie
|
ness to blossom as the rose. If we are actu- | taught by the Prophet Joseph
ated by the right spirit we shall go forth !
building up the Kingdom, having our eye 8in- | world’s histery, it is a great privilege given
gle to the glory of God, instead of garhering | in the experience of the human race.' God
together for our own partieular benefit, and to | has sho+n himse!f no respector of persons.
suit our nataral wants. | Thie other portiens of the human raze have or
For my p |

I felt that I had no affairs of my own for the already been presented to a‘greal extent, and
future: Ifelt that I could live any where and ‘ the people mighit have emiraced it,if they
any how if T had the society of the Saints. I had been disposed to do so, I their minds

il

then expected to have to labor with my handss | had been inclived, they coud bave seen the

have the oracles of divine truth in way off our yielding a ready assent to the | thistlie hetter it will be for them.

This is a great and important era’ in the build up, vou will work diligent!

| of richteouns prinei
‘undeftheir feet,

. This is the duty and this should be the Jaber
'of every onaz that comes up here. They
the law of the Lord be the delight
 of their souls day by day; they shonld Jet the
principles ef cur hely religien absorb every
other feeling., If this comes in contact wi
their previously received opinions, let it be
eradicated from’ their souis by the Spirit of
the living God, and the quicker they can de

ples,and to walk wickedness

The work in which yon have thus far been
 engaged, brethren and sisters, is: worth every

thing you possess, and if aciuated by righte-
' ous ‘motives, you will seek by indusiry and
_economy to estatlish good princip es, to pro-
mote rizhteousnesa, and 10 do that fer which

- you have been called into the felil ef Christ;

youwill endeavor to do that whieh is neces-

_ . prinuiplea which have been sary to amalgamate youar sentiments and
| goil, beautify the earth and cause the wilder- | taught from this stand, as weil as those

efforts for your own comfort and the eomfort
of those around you; yon will evdeaver/ te
in that
spbere in which: ara called te labor, and
the kinzdom of God and tssizhteousness wilt
' bhe the first thing in your mnds. Whatever

you may have to mourn about,yon wilk bavea

art. when I embraced this gospel, | will have this gospel laid before thewn, It ﬁﬂlljﬂf in laboring for the kingdom of God.

« It should be the delight of evety man and
woman to strive to accomplish the greatest
amount of good in whatever sphere they aze
may be called te act.

I expected to have arough passage. I had Kivgdom of God vipon the earih, for it has not
not then seen “Mormonism?’ as we'fiave since | been an exelusive matter, The Lord has
seeh it. For a few yéars previous to that
time, I had seen turmoil, trouble and strife; |

scattered the seed upon the whole earth. In|
communities from which ae have come, our |

We are exhorted in the Seriptures pot to ba
covetous, therefore we should not let covet-
ousness get. into oar. hearts, for that will
drown the best affections of ovr uature, itis

[ bad withessed what has now become the
history of the Saints,and I haveseen and known
it sinece we have arrived in these villeys of
the mountains. Here it has been compara-

do wall. How often instead of cherishing the
head and letting that dictate the whole bedy,
how oiten I say do we seek to avoid it, per-
haps for the puipose of having it some olher |
way, or paseing off in some other direction,—
This is not right; we should let the spirit of
the Lord rule; and the law of God abide in
our hearts. If we have the law of God dwel-
ling in us, and if we practise righteousness
and live by correct principles, we may bave
it and will iucreasze in lightand in power with
the heavens and with all.good men, We
should cherish that law, let it abide in us,
govern and control usin all we do and say;|
let us square our ideas, feelings and spirits to
it, ard bear in mind that this is what pre-|
serves us, and connecis us together in the |
straight and narrow way that leads unto life
elernal, Let ws nourish that kind apirit in
our bosoms, gt pght from the pure fountain
and not grieve it away Dy our unwise anc sin-
ful conduet. We frequent!y do things accord-
ing to our feelings aud opinions, notil we in
a great degree lose the light of the spirit
whicl: shouid coutrel and which would, il we
would let it. be a guide to our path, and Jead
us in all that we do ard say, and certainly we
need it constantly to guide us and to emable

This came the more acceptably to me be-
cause 1 had looked for something different,
I embraced the gospel with that view and felt
that I' was determined to cling to the rope,
feeling satisfied that the tighter I clung to it
the less it would hurn my fingers, Sufiice it
to say that I have ever felt as I now feel, to
held fast to the ship Zion,

We can generally see other people®s faults
much quicker than we can our own. You all
remember, he doubt, the account which Pa.
triarch John Young gave of the devil’s look-
ing glass, The glass was represented as one
in wh eh @ man could see his neighbor’s faults
instead of his own. Now who is there among
us but can see our neighbor’s failinga sooner
than our own? I will guarantee that we can
all see the follies of others and at the same
time be blind to our ownj; but we should he a
great deal better employed in Jocking into our
own hearts, in governiug ourselves, control-
ing thouse perniciouys feelings and notions that
rise in our bosoms, and in eradicating every

us to render ouiselves useful, ‘and be the guch influcence from our hearts, instead of
weans of deing great good in the Kingdom of | busying oursvlves with leoking into the af-

!

tively peace and prosperity with this people. |

neighbors and friends, by whom we have been! will rain any man or woman that encourages
gurronnded from our infancy, bave had The; It is idolatary to worship the creatnre instead
sime opportunity that we have had. Tie| of the Creator, hence covetousness becomes
only difference is —we have received it, and! idolatary. 1 could wish there was not any of
they have rejecied it, or in otherwords, they | it with us.

have not SECi pl’DpF'I' to T"E’Ei?ﬁ It, ﬂ.“l]ﬂllg Thif_;' vou m“!t erEﬂ"I:bﬂl" ia no argnmﬁnt
it was sent as much for their benefit ard for!in favor of wastefulness, neither does it auth-
their salvation as it was for ours. The Lord, orize us to meglect the cultivation of the
[ repeat, has conferred this great blessing up- | ground, or to be earless with thethings which
on the human family in these last days, and | the Lord our God puis into our hands. We
it is for those whose hearts are touched with | shenld strive to make the soil produce for the
the spirit of the living God, who can see thatibenefit of ourselves, and the advancement of
this is the kingdom spolken of by the Prophets | the interests of the kingdom of God. The
Lin olden times, who have gathered together| mechanic also should be as diligent as he can,
| tor the purpose of establisbiug the principles’ and whatever the labor appointed shall be,
of righteousness perm:nently upon the earth, | every one should be diligent therein, and not
and who do not forgef those things committed | gay becauvse they are not te be covelous they
unte them, and who remember when they| will therefore go and waste x'way that which
come toge hey belore the Lord thie worid that | the Lord has given them, (Piest. B, Yourg:
they have come from; it bebooves them to not They will be cursed if they do i{_,l [l is dis-
| forget the wickedness by which they were pleasing in the sight of God, for'it is doing 2
surrounded, nor the motives that broughtthem | digcredit to him wlo has e¢reated these houn-
together, If you do not bear in mind these|ties of nature for the uss of man, and for the
things, why did you vot satay where yonwere? | penefit of all his creatures. _ :
[f vou wish to serve the devil your own way, i.et us have po other nhje;el: in vlew thaa
why did pot you stay in the won!d where you| the building up of the kingdom of God. 1
had that lihE*'tj, H_'Tlil?h, we might SH.}".'iq the | have }]Eard' persons LB 4 that ws should ne*
leaet deairable upon the footateol of Gﬂd.*—-’rirg our means away, but wa abould EO and
There are many in the world who are asso« do this or, that, and in fact I have frequently
ciated with this chureh, who thisk it would | thought such persons seewm to be extravagaat

lilI



