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UNITED STATES OF MEXICO

correspondence of the DESERET NEWS

though but recently counted among
the great powers as a nation if indeed
it is generally soao rated today the
estadesestados unidosanidos de united
states of mexico hasbaa an undoubted
standing in point of natural resources
amonamongg the most favored countries of
sheeathe earthrth As its welfare has always
been a matter of solicitude to the latter day saints on account of its native
racesaces and is fast becoming more so by

reason of their numbers removing here
a somewhat studied account of the
country its resources and people may
be of I1interest to a few of your readers

lying as it does across the tropic of
cancer between the and
degrees north latitude the domain of
mexico is about equally divided be-
tween the tropic and temperate zones
its greatest length is about 1900 miltS
its width varying from miles near
the degree to miles across the
isthmusof tehuantepec the north-
ern frontier of mexico is 1900 miles
long and its southern miles while
its entire seaboard reaches the extent ot01

miles in all 1677 miles on
the side of the atlantic and
miles borderiborderingDg the pacific the
western coast hibaveryvery irregular and the
water deep affording splendid harbors
at acapulco manzanillo sanban blasbias
Mazatlan la paz and guaymasGua while
on the eastern coast though the same
irregularity exists the winterwater is so shal-
low 1 except on thecaribbeanbian sea where
the trade is unimportant as to make it
impossibleble for ships of large draught to
make land all the eastern coast
with a blight exception nownear the mouth
of the tabasco river is low flatfist and
sindy rising at no place for from thirty
to forty miles inland more than a
thousand feet aboabove aea level while
the low coast on the pacific though of
the same general character is relieved
here and there by spurs of the sierra
madre mountains running down to the
sea

A profileerofile of the railway running
from veravera cruz to the city of mexico
would probably give one a very good
idea of the general formation of the
coast region of the entire country in
making sixty miles inland this road
gains an eJeelevationvaton of feet above
the level of the sea rising 131 3 feet
to the mile once attained this eleva-
tion is so regular as almost to formforga a
continuous level plain fromfroin the
capital north to santa fe in
new mexico a distance of 1200
miles to the south however
the plain though still holding its way
through the middle country varies in
elevation being from to feet
above bea level in the latitude of the
city of mexico this plateau jais about
three hundred indand fifty miles wide
decreasing in width to the south and
to the north widening with the
country from this elevated table
land stretching from the isthmus of
tehuantepec to the boundary on the
north the country in general recedes
in terraces to the sea

great numbers of volcanoes occur
throughout the andes to the south
and there are ten in mexico but at
about the latitude of the national
capital as if to block the way drawn
up in line outeast and west almost from

to there are seven burn

ning mountains bearing the well nigh
unpronounceable names of tuxtla ori-
zaba to
luca jorullocorullo and colima As if at
this line it had been said thus far

thou go90 and no further no vol-
canoes are to be found to the north un-
til we reach far beyond the northern
boundary of the republic

there are not many rivers in mexico
and on account of a bar at the mouth
of each due to the peculiar formation
of the country few of these are
navigable so that the cheap tran
tation of the country must be done by
railroad

varying with the altitude the
climate not found in mexico is not
known on the globe in this respect
the country is divided into cierrastierras
cafuentescalientecaU entes8 hot lands all the low lands
not more than feet above sea
level ferrae temtemp ladds temperate
lands on the mountain slopes be-

tween and feet aaltitudeatit tide
and derras frias cold lands on the
elevated plateaus the main annual
temperature on the hot lands is

fahr varying from seventy five
to eighty five luiu the tem-

perate regions and on the cold from
fifty five to sixty in khedrythe dry
season and averaging eighty tinin
the wet on the cold lands the nights
are cool the year round on the rail-
way from vera cruz to the capital
says one authority every variety of
climate is experienced within the space
of a few hours and the natural pro-
ductionsduct ions of each are successively
passed in review from the sugar cane
indigo plant and plantain of the
tropics to the pines firs and lichens of
the north As a rule a clear skyshy
prevailsralls throughout the year except
for adewfew hours of the dayadly usually in
the ratrainyDY season

there are two seasons the wet from
the middle of july to the last of octo-
ber and the dry comprising the rest
of the year during which time how-
ever there are occasional rainstormsbrainstormsrainstorms
while the hot lands are in many
parts humid and the climate unhealth-
ful that of the plateau is in the main
salubrious andana invigorating

throughout mexico animal litlife
abounds bees are easily kept and are
very remunerative and the silkworm
thrives extraordinarily wild animals
fairly swarm the forests of the south
but the animals of the north are con-
fined chiefly to the species used for
food in the hilly country of every
section wildfowlwild fowl are numerous over
the all but fruitless plains usually cov-
ered throughout the year with wild
clover or one of the five interchanging
varieties of grassgram indigenous here cat-
tle and horses run at large the year
round many of them as wild as the
original animalsanimal of ththe foresteforest inthein the
larger rivers and lakes fish are numer-
ous but in the smaller streams only
two kinds exist one a species of
sucker and the other much like a cross
between the chub and the black bass
turtle however waymay be found in any
of the streams ducks geese and
swans frequent the rivers and lakes of
the north in great numbers especially
in the colder season

all the plain lands of mexico
that are not extremely fertile are
those which do not receive irriga-
tion growing spontaneously may
tvbp found herohere overyevery wrid of edledi

ble fruit known in europe and
america whitewhile the forests car-
ry fifty six varieties of building
woods and twenty one of cabinet
woods one authority places the num-
ber of varieties of cabinet woods and
building timber at one hundred and
fourteen at the capital so it is said
all of the difdifferentterent varieties of fruit
may be obtained any month in the
year

among the natives especially of the
less favored portions of the country
agriculture is carried on almost ex-
clusivelyclu with the appliances of their
ancestors they often plow with a
crooked stick and the hoe tois their
scythe sickle and reaper even their
haybay is cut v ith a hoe in the north
where but two crops are usually raised
irrigation is necessary for the first
which is18 usually planted in december
or january however as the nativesnaniveo
of0f this section do not as a rule farm at
thathatt season of the year there is an
abundance of water agricultural
implements are admitted free of duty

probably the most largely cultivated
of the cereals is corn of which in the
hot laudslands three and even four crops
may be obtained inain a year even ia
the north stalks of corn grow to the
height of eighteen feet corn chillchili
and beans make upu the almost ex-
clusive diet of the indiansnd lans chili or
red pepepperper is an ingredient of every
dish realirelishedched by the mexican and thatthan
in such quantities as to make the

innocent thinkthick he is eating fire
what is said of corn as to thrift is

equally true of all the cereals as well
as of all the common vegetables cot-
ton tois largely grown as far north as
sinaloa and experiment has brovproviaprov
the northern part of chihuahua to be
well adapted to its growth according
to senor buston Pdachma de la rep-

ublica MexNeziioanacana an acre of land will
yield about 2000 pounds of cotton asaa an
average grapes too give heavy re-

turns the cacao of where
three crops are grown annually has
obtained a worldwideworld wide reputation andand
mocha coffee is not more celebrated
than that of mexico most of the sup-
ply1 of the united states having of
falateto years been drawn from this coun-
try

but the richest resource of mexico
liesitem in its mineral wealth without
exception the mineral products oflof
mexico are richer than those of any
other country known and from the
developments betbeingng made every year
it may well be said that the richest
mines are yet undiscovered the
silver bearing district as set down on
the maps occupies the southern and
middle portions of the country
while the northern states are classed
as being rich in gold the silver
mines of chihuahua and benora are
among the bestbeat known a recent dis-
covery in chihuahua assaying
ounces of silver to the ton authorities
bold that the state of sinaloa will be
the great source of supply of the silver
of the world for the next century that
state being it is said literally covered
with silver mines lead is almost
everywhere found with the silver
running as high as 6050 per cent in some
recent discoveries near casas grandes

owing to the numerous warswan iiq
which the country has been involved
during the last three quarters of a4
century many mines have becqbeer


