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the ordinance also through which and by
whieh the Holy Ghost should be given
namely, the laying D%b?lfi thll]ﬂﬁil andf
ask, is there a ossibility, w words
snned as hln?; Fhﬂ_ﬁ words are record-
ed, o b (np two different denomina-
tions in rogms’ to the mode of baptism?
Neo,they counld not do it;: there could not be
one g, another pouring and ano-
ther tising by, immersion; neither
could there be.ihose who would require
individuoals to first G:l;?erianne religion and
then be baptized; but ‘‘be baptized in my
name for the remission of their sins, and
then they shall receive the Holy Ghost,”

Perhaps the strangers will say: that is
lein mnfh we admit your argument
t,if that be a rev :
- there could not be two different :denomina-
tions built up on that. - I will say further
that in re to a many other points
of deotrine this book is just as plain and
just as simple. Supposing you could
grant all this, lquoalnm? you nld say,
strangers, we will admit that it is very
plain in the Book of Mormon; but the
ﬂed question with us is, is the Book of
ormon a divine revelation? that is the
geostion that we want answered. The
ness we don’t ute, we know it is
20 plain that s wayfaring man though a
fm?nood not err therein; all that we want
to know in regard to the matter is, has God
given that book, or is it an invention of
man? What evidence have you to offer,
inguires the r, to prove the divine
authenticity of your rook? You have the
of Joseph Smith. He says that
an came and revealed to him the
Book of Mormon, and that he was com-
raanded by the Lord Almighty to go and
get the plates, according to the vision that
was shown to him at the time the angel
oonversed with him, that he obtained the
plates, and he he translated them by
Moo ey AR, apon Rl linges
oumay think, upon ony
El.rmo. {Voll, !uﬁpﬁl’h}% it did, has God
aver condemned the world for not obeyin
one servant when he only had one witness?
I anewer yes, in some instances. He was
going to condemn the great oity of Nine-
veh on a certain. occasion through the
testimony of one man called Jonah. “In
days this great city shall be destroy-
od,” says Jonah, Jonah finding that the
Lord sent but one witness with such an
important m felt almost discouraged,
and when he was on his way todeliyer it to
& great people and city, he fel’ thathe would
almost rather die than go as a single and
soli witness with a message of 80 much
imporiance, and he besought the ple to
throw bim overboard. They did so, the
Lord baving produced a furious wind,
frightened the people, and they, according
to their old traditions, thought somebody
was on board that ought not to be there.
Jonah told them he had rejected the com-
mandment of the Lord, and if they would
throw him overboard the winds would
oease. They did so, and the wind did cease,
A fish was prepared and. it swallowed up
Jonah, and the fish was commanded of the
Lord to go and vomit up Jonah on the land,
which he did. Very obedient, much more
80 many people are now-a-days, or
have been in former times. This was
obedient to the command of the Lord and
weni and did what the Lord commanded,
and Jonah was thrown up, The word of
the Lord came fo him to go and fulfil his
mission. He went and preached to the
great city of Nineveb, and told the people
what the Lord intended to do, and the
people raiunml in sackcloth and ashes,
from the king on his throne down to the
least of them; they all turned snd repented
of their sins, and the Lord had compesssion
and did not execnte the judgment on them
because of their repentance, Now, what
would have-been the consequences it they
had rejected thisone man's testimony? The
consequence would have been their over-
throw. Jonah might have told them that
God bad sent him, and he might have
eached to them that he had been swal-
owed up by a whale, and that God had
g}ﬂn commandment to the fish fo vomit
m up on dry ground ! 'What would the
care aboutthat? They wonld have sai l
‘“‘Jonah i3 crazy,insane ,he must be insane;’
aud they might bave rejected his testimony,
and brought death and destruction on the
whole city ; consequently God may send
by one witness,

Bot he somelimes condescends to give
more, YWe have four witnesses who have
writien and whose writings have descend-
ed %o our day, concerning the resurreotion

on from God, |RB

| and ‘'we mat.if{

ant events that has ever happened in our
world., Four men who saw Jesus after
his resurrection have testified in the
New Testament to his resurrection. “Oh,
but,” says one, ‘‘we have more than four
men.” I think not, I can’t find but fdur
who have written, No women have writ-
ten, for we have not any women’s epistles
or writings in the New Testament. ‘But,”
says one, “‘do you mean to say that
Twelve Apostles have not handed down
their testimony?’’ I dosay so. [ have no
doubt but what they did testify of hia res-
urrection, but they have given us no ao-
count. Four of the eight writers of the
New Testament saw Jesus after his resur-
rection, and all the Christian world at the
present day believe that Jesus rose from
the dead because those four men testified
that he did so. Buf does not Paul say
that he was seen by him, and afterwards
on a certain occasion after his resurrection
by five hundred of the brethren? Yes,
we sup that he said so, because the
writer of the Acts of the A postles saysthat
Paaul said so; but it all rests on the writer
of these Acts, whose name is sup»osed to
be Luke. ILuke says that Paulsaw Jesus;
Luke says that he was seen by five hun-
dred, or at least he says that Paul says he
was seen by five hundred. Well now,
such a great and important fact as the res-
urrection of the Son 6f God rests upon the
testimony of four witnesses, and
dead, You cannot erpss-question
you can'task them iftheir testimonyistru
you can’t go to them and enguire abou
the puﬂuuh{t& in, relation to it; but you
of four witness-

haye. been for eigh-
_ e m_liun
, , And 80’ do the Lalter-day
Saints, on their testimony. -
‘we find that it 1y written in the
New Testament, the w of Jeaus on the
subject, that in the mouths of two or three
witnesses shall every word be established.
Indeed, is that 8c? Are two or three wit-
nesses sufficient to condemn the whole
world of mankind, and to leaye "them
without excuse? Jesus says 8O; every
word shall be established in the mouths of
twoor three witnesses, This is in aceord-
ance with what took place in the days of
the flood. Noah, Shem, Ham and Japhet
were the only witnesses that went forth to
warn that generation of a terrible judgment
that was to come on all flesh if they aid
not repent. They did not receive the
testimony of thess four mea and conse-
auantl:f they were overthrown by the
ood, God does therefore condemn the
children of men by the number of wit-
nesses that seems to him good to communi-
|cate, or through whom to communicate, a
message tothom,

Now then, let us come back again, Here
was Joseph hmlth, a boy, his *rerjlr:l youth
ought to testify in his gvor for when the
Lord first revealed himself to that little
boy, he was only between fourteen and
fifteen years of age. Now, can we imagine
or suppose that a great impostor could be
made out of a youth of that n%o and one
that could reveal the dootrine of Ohrist as
be has revealed it to this generation?
Would he stand forth and bear testimony
that he had seen with his own eves a mes-

senger of lightand glory, and that he heard
the words of his mouth as they dropped
from his lips and had receiveda m

from the Most High, at that early age? And
then, after having declared it, to have the
finger of scorn Tgointed at him, with ex-
claimations, ““There goes the via{unnry boy!
No visions in our day, no angels come in
our day, no more revelation to be %van in
our day! Why he is deluded, he is a
fanalic;” and to have this scorn and deris-
ion and still continue to testify, in the face
and eyes of all thls,bowhﬂn bated and
derided, by his neighbors, that God had
sent his angel from heaven, ' Can you im-
agine that a youth would do this? Select
out some of our little boys here, fourteen
years of age, can you imagine it fo be pos-
sible for them to be imantors of this des-
cription? I think not. The very youth,
then, of this first witness that I have
named, testifies in his fayor! Did God
send forth servants to publish this Book of
Mormon, containing the everlasting gospel,
to all the nations and kingdoms of the
earth without giving more witnesses than
this one I havenamed? No, hs was more
merciful to this generation than he was to
the city of Nineveh; he sent more than one.
He would not even permit this book to
go forth as a divine revelation to this
generation until he had raised up three
other men--Martin Harris, David Whit-
mer and Oliver Cowdery, besides Joseph
Smith. **Buat,” says one, “perhaps they
were deceived, while Joseph Smith was
the ivapostor, they might bave been sincere
men!”  Tet us see whether "m could be
deceived men, and yet their mony be
iven as it is hére recorded. They %iwa
stified to all nations, reds, tongués
and people unto' whom this work shal
come foat’ ‘'we, through the grace of Go
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, have
sgen the plates which ‘eontain this record,
| with words of soberness
that God sent forth an holy ‘angel from
heaven, and he showed unto us the plates
from which this record was taken, and he
commanded us to bear record of the same
and be obedient unto the command ment ot
God. We bear testimony of these thin
and we do know if weare faithful in Chr
we shall rid our meénts of the blood of
all men,” and so forth, I have repsated

to you part of the testijaony of these three

men.

THE DESERET NEWS,
| of Jesus Ohrll;i—éna of ‘-t.ha ‘most il;porb-

them,

‘Herald to his a

iDecember 20

Now -is there any chance for deception
here? An angel to be sent forth from God
an aogel to come down from heaven clothed
in glory and brightn An angel to take
these plates and turn them over leaf after
leaf and show the angl*rln thereon!  An
sngel to proclaim to them that they must
bear testimony of it to all people, nations
and tongues; and al the same time
to hear the voim of God out of the heavens
proclaiming that it had -been translsted
correctlyl Any chance for deception here,
so far as they were concerned? . Were they
deceived? 1fs0, you may as 'ﬂlﬁi that
Peter was deceived, that Paul was dectived,
that James was deceived, that all the writ-
ers of the New Testament were deéceived,
that all the writers of the Old Testament
were deceived, when they testify that the
saw angels, for one stands on as good and
sound a foundation'as the other; and if
the very nature of the testimony
a8 recorded by the ancient writers
shows theim bility of their being de-
ceived, so does the nature of the testimony’
revealed in the last d?u show the impos-
sibility of these individuals being deceived.
Here then were four men before this church
bhad any existence, four special witnesses,
ralsed up to t« to the truth of the di-
vinity of the Book of Mormon, s

Were thess all the witnesses God gave
before the rise of this church? 'No, no!
There are eight other  witnesses whose
names are recorded, attached to théir'own
testimony, a testimony which they pive
:t:l: ressly to go forth in connection
record to |
under the whole heavens, What do the:
testify? They teslify in wordesofso
that they have seen the plates fromi ‘which
this record was translated, that ‘théy have
handled these plates,’ that they saw the
engravings on these plates, that théy had
the appearance of ancientf work dnd of
curious workmanghip, and they bear this
testimony in words of sobérness, and give
their names to go forth to the whele world
of mankind. 1 ask if either of these
twelve witnesses have denied their testi-
mony from that day to this? Never, in no
instance. Neither of these twelve men,
whatever have been his circumstances,
wherever he has been, has ever denied his
testimony from that day to this. Forty-
two and upwards have passed away
since those twelve witnesses, four of whom
saw the angel, gavethis testimony. -

What other witnesses have you besides
these? On the strength of this testimony
other persons believed in the everlastin
gospel and went forth and were blptlm&i :
repentiog of their sins, for the remission of
them. And God commanded his servarits
whom he had called and ordained to be
apostles in this church and kingdon, to lay

eir hands upon them, and said that the
the candidates, should receive the Holy
Ghost through that ordinance, Did they
receive the Holy Ghost? They testified
that they did. They prophesied,—they

were filled with joy and light, and with a
spirit that they never had exp: ced be-
fore, They testified that Héi oelved

ecel
the baptism of fire and of Gb‘;ﬁ
in fulfillment of the promise,’ da
reveal to them anything by this spirit that
came upon them through obedience to the
d he reveal? "He

gospel? Yes. What V]
revealed to them the dlvinity of this work,
knew gs well as

the truth of it, and they |
these witnesses whose testimonies are re-
corded that Joseph Smith was a prophet of
God. They knew that no human being by
human means could confer the baptism of

ith |
record, or in &ll the tﬂn&hﬁ&ﬁb‘ﬁb‘lz* |

every people, tongue ‘and'nation | w

m that =

‘and thy got
tion to .
‘man might know whether he or she was a

the Hrg? Ghost, as they testified they had
recei it, consequently they became
witnesses in their turn, and many of them
were sent forth as messengers'and mission-
aries to preach to their neighbors, and into
the regions round about, to dec

plish in the midst of the 19th century.

ik ‘1O ANISHaT]
rious signs to follow the CJ hﬁlﬂ or
beliﬂ'r.:fu in Chris ho m’ﬁ L all

_ at _has beco
all the Christians i centuries thatare

t and gone? eré are they? If there
;:m been any they have these ai
following them. hat, do you mean,

r.
Pratt, to unchristianizeé the world? Oh no,
1L am only quoting the wordsof Jesus. If
there have been any Christians in the world
for the last sevepteen centuries, these signs
have followed them. They have lald hands
on the sick and the ;sick have recovered:

they have cast out devils in the name of
Jesus, for recollect the promise is te all

helievers, not to a few or a part of them,

- Notice the two promises: First, salva-
tion--he that believes,(that is—all believers
throughout the world,) and is tized shall
be saved. Will you pretend to say that
that promise of salvation was limited to the
ay8 of the aposties? *‘Oh no,”” answer all
the Christian sects with one united voies,
;:!ll; rTi'll:liuaﬂ nft uﬂvnitiuat: is for n{lal [Jhritu;

| n the first age, in the second age
all future ages throughout all the world,”
Very well, come to the next verse ‘*These
#igus shall follow them that believe.'’ “Ah,"”
n?¥ the christians, ‘“‘that is not for us, that
18 limited to the days of the Apostles; that
'was not intended for the Christians of the
second, third, fourth or fifth century, or for
the people in our day. No, all we have to
ii; iia “t: ﬁl&im the first promise and reject
» :

. Well, we were not 8o foolish as all this,
although taught by our forefathers, and the
pretended Christians around us, that these
18 would not follow the believer; yet we
re just simple enough to believe that

Jesus told the tru and quentl
‘when the servants of God went forth and
gospel that an angel

taught the everlas ﬂh{
‘had' bro from heaven, the Lord eon-
whom? T those

|

signs fellowing. To
0 believed. He prom-
tgg;hon]d have certain signs,

, and this was a confirma-
Every man and every wo-

believer or not in the gospel; if they

tained the signs they were believe if
they obtained no or no signs e

was some lack on their part, were
not Christians in the full sense of the word.
Don’t you think we would have been dis
couraged aller forty years' trial 1f God had not
folfilled the promise? I think weshould, I
do not think you wounld see this large congre-
gation here in this desert mountainous coun-
iry, I have no idea you would find such a peo-
ple here In snch a forbidding country as we

ob-

| DOw oceupy, if God had not, in numerous in-

stances among the nations in which you for-
merly dwelt, falfllled his ise, and given
you the promised blessing, This, therefore, s
another ev deace, besides the evidenca and tes"

) | mony recorded in the Book of Mormon, an

evidence which hundreds and thousands enjoy
at the present day., Hundreds and {housands
have sesen with thelr eyes and have experi-
endéd the prwer of God as manifested in the
vartoas gifts, 28

, "I‘lﬁh is what constitutes the true Christian
Chbareh, Th's 1§ what distiugn{shes Cirisiian-
ltr’rfnnm' a'l spurlous doctrines, and separates
the irue from spurious Christianily. This is
the great distingaishing polnt, it is the power
of God made manifest through the preaching
Oof 1he everlasiing gospel, itisthis which has
gathered this people out from among the na-
tlons, It 1s becanseihelr siok have been healed
in their own country; it its becanse thousands
Of this peeple, now in this Territory, have
been healed themselves, It is because God has
shed forth his power by the ministration ofhis
servanis and proved to them with testimonies
they never can deny thatthe Lerd God of Is-

e what | Tél has spoken from the heavens, Blessed be
God had commenced to perform and accom- | the name of the Lora our Goa!

Pralse his
name forevermore, that héhas egain sent the

By and by thousands] received the work | 808Pelin 1ts fallmess to the earth, 'We should

Did they receive the Holy Ghost? Yes

pralse his name because he has not only re-

every person who repented sincerely be- | stored the gospel, but the power and authority

fore
Jesus Ch :
was baptized by lmmersion by
whom the Lord called and a

by revelation, did receive the Hof; ho
by the Isfying on of the _ha.ndnaqf the ser-
vants of God. These would constitute

God, who bhad faith in the
Chris

t, and came forth humbly, and |

to preach it, and alminister its ordinances
Power and authority sent down from heaven

| #nd conferred apon weak morial man to bap-
| $ize for the remission of sins! Power andau-

thority sent from the elernal heavens to bulld
up his ehurch bere on the earth; and we see

thousands of more witnesses in addition | d/vine pewer and au‘horily secompawying

to those that I have named. .

. || those whom he has thus called and to whom

But let other witnesses speak, besides all | be bas thus revealed himself, Consequently

these who had received a
divinity: of this work.
nesses did God give?
witnesses to the Church after it was bnil
up that he gave to the ancient chureh,
hat did be give to the ancient Churel ?
es, as recorded in the
last chapier of Mark, ‘‘Go ye forth and
preach the gospel in all the world to ev
creature, he that believeth and is bap
shall be saved; he that believeth not s
be damned. And these 8 shall follow
them that believe.”” Notice, now, certain

What other

revelation of the | 0ur gospel does not come with the cunning
wit- | crafliness of man's wisdom. Though we may
He gave the same | be poor,illiterate men,taken from our common

avocations of life and sent forth by the Lord
Aimighty to proclalm his gospel, we have one
thing that the world has not got. Though we
may not be able to proclaim the gospel in elo-
quence of language and In the power and wis-
dom of the world, we have a power that is su-
perior to that~-we have Lthe power of Almighty
God. We have his angels to go before our
tace, his Spirit to dwell richly In our hearts,

signs were to be given not only to the | and his presence to go with us and be Wwith us

twelve men to whom he was speaking, but
all the world that should belleve their tes-

| on our right hand and our left.

timony, making millions and millions of
witnesses. “Thesesigns shall follow them
that believe; in my name they shall casi
out devils.”. These believers, not you

flesifo whom Iams ingalone; but
a that believe B

the gospel which

‘you preach, ‘‘they shall cast out devils in

my name; they
tongues, if they shall drink any deadl

thing or take up serpents it shall not hur
them; they shall lay their hands upon the
sick and they shall recover.” What glo-

It is he who
performs the work; 1t is he whe proclaims |t
to the inhabitants of the eartk by the mouths

of his seryantis, saying, ‘‘Repent, and prepare
the way for the great day of the coming of the
Lord from the heavens”

Wil they hear? No,llke the people in the

days of the flood, they eat—=ihey drink-they
are engaged in merchandise and in the traffic

shall speak ;with new | of this world, and the volce of inspiration and

the power A.lmmhtii God that are bein
made manifest among the people will not r
s, 53 amd by: by his Judgoranter will poo
. " 8 W r
out his indignation upon all ll:lﬁﬂ:lll. Aman,



