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the keys of that authority. Bo great
4 prophet was he, and heid 1n euch
high esteem by heaven, that he was
Belected out of all the children of men
to baptize the Bon of God. No greater
prophet was ever born of woman. Yet
it s paid of bim that be did no mir-
Acles. Why was he such a great
prophet? Because he had Lthe
distingulehed booor of leading the Son
of {God bhimeelf into the waters of
baptiem and immersing Him in the
waters of Jordnn,to fulfill all righteous-
ness, He was beheaded, but he held
thie ‘authority; and he wae sent to
Joseph Bmith and Oliver Cowdery,
and they solemniy declared that he
l:id bis hande upen them and ordained
thém to the esmme authority that be
held, Noone elee on tie earth held it
a4t the time.

But John the Baptist eaid, after he
baptized the Jeyn, *I indeed baptize
You with water; hut one mightierthan
I cometb, the latchet of whose shoes [
Am not worthy to unloose: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghoat and
with fire.?” He did not profees to bestow
the gift of the Holy Ghost. That did
not belong to the authority which he
held, and John the Baptist Jdid not
trangcend his powers any more than
any other servant of God will. He did
not pretend to bestow a blessing that he
was not authorized tv bestow. Many
men would say, “If I bave the au-
thority to baptize, I have the authority
to do something wvlee.?* But John the
Baptist d1d not. He kept within the
-Erescribed limits of his authority. He

ad the nuthority to baptize In water for
the remiselon of mins. He had not the
authority to hestow the gift of the
Holy Ghost. He bore testimony, how-
ever, to the mission of the Bon of God,
who held thatauthority. Joseph Bmith
received the autbority to baptize,
and men Aod women who were bap-
tized by him received, if they were
baptized according to the conditions
prescribed, the remission of their sine.
But this was not all. It was necessary
that more authority should be given.
There wae yet remaining to be received
the authority to confer the gift of the
Holy Ghost. And who sheould come
to bestow that! Where could it be
Obtained on the earth, it having bewn
taken from among men? Forthesame
reapon that Jobn came, it was necee-
Bary that other angelic beinga should
come. The Bon of God whlle on the
earth ordained A postles. On one ocoa-
8ion he sald to Peter, after Peler had
boroe testimony that He was the
Chriet, **A nd [ wlll give unto thee the
keyes of the kingdom of heaven: and
Whatsoevertheushaltbind noearthshall
be bound in heaven; nnd whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth eball be loosed
In heaven.”” He gave Peter these
keye and authority. It was great
Power. ¥You will remember that when
the people of Bamaria received the
Gospel and were baptized by n man
Who had the authority to baptize, but
Not t6 confer the Holy Ghost, some
0f the Apostles were gent to

Bmarin, and they laid thelr

ande upon the Samnritane who had

en baptized, and they received the

oly Ghost. Now, Peter, James and
John had this authority, and theee
threw Apostles, Joteph Bmith and

liver Cowdery testifted, came ty them,
laid their haude upon them and or-
t'hli‘meu.l them to the same suthority that

they hnd—that ip, they ordalned them
A postles; so that once more upon the
earth the Apostleship exieted, and thie
A postleshlp embraced all theauthority
that God gives to msan on the earth.
And Peter gave to Joseph Bmith the
keys that he held, in order that the
authority might be once more among
men by which the gift of the Holy
Ghoet could be bestowed.

No sooner did thie aathority rest
upon these men, and they began to
haptize, than a storm of persecution—
the same storm that had attended the
exercise of that -authority in anclent
days—again began to rage. It is a
ptrange thinyg that in this enlightened
age the same spirit that had sought to
destroy the work of God should again
appear among men. Iverything evil
that could be eaid about Joseph Smith
was suld. He wae persecuted. Hie
kindred and everyouwe tbat embraced
the Gospel as be taught it were perse-
cuted. And, a8 [ have eaid, hie
sole orime coneisted in teaching the
Gospel ae 1t is recorded in the hpoks that
bave conie down to ue. He said to men:
“If you will believe In Jesus Christ,
repent of yoursine, be baptized for the
remission of them by one having au-
thority, aud have handelaid upon you,
you shall have the Holy Ghost, and
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your eine will be remltted.” What
was there nhout that doctrine that men
should get angry at }i? [s is not the
same doctrine that was taught by the]
old Apostles, and for whioh they |
were persecuted and slain? It s pre-
cisely the same. Hedid not eay, p
am poni@msuperior being; worship me;
look upon me as your Bavior.!” Men
might bhave got angry -at a statement
of that kind. But he gaild, “I am a
bumble follower of Jeeus Christ. He
bus chosen me to be His servant. He
hae given me the authority to promise
to you that if you will repent of your
einys and be baptized, you shali have

the remiseion of them, and you shall
receive the Holy (3host.””? And
he enld further, ©If you doubt my |
words, ask God, In the name of Jesus,
for a testimony, and you eball receive
it.>> What more could soy buman

being esay than this? et this
persecutien  continued to rage,
and the prople who be-
lieved In hls <eachings became

theobjectaof it. A strange thing to
say, that Io our,day men and women
who believed such & doctrine should be
driven from their homee, their property
taken possession of, and their livea
threatened! As [ have zaid before, it
would seem {ncredible If we did Dot
koow that euch thinge had occurred.
We can read of them in bygone times,
and the wonder ariges in our minde, in
reading such events, bow it was Bai-
bie for prople to become v excited and
bhave such dendly hatred to men who

taught and belleved In such pure dog-
trines. Yet it is a matter of record,
attested by pnumerpus witnesses, that |
such wam the caee in ancient days. |
We kpnow that those who then be-
HHeved in Jeaus were suhjected to all
manner of persecutlone—to the most
violeut tortures and the most dreadful
deaths. And as we read about this we
wonder at the cruelty and the hlindnese
of the people who were gullty of euch
atroclous deede. The nnmes of the
men who perpetrated thesethiogehave
come down to us and we execrate
thelr memories. When we wish to

11 Co

give strength to a description of
cruelty we use the names of these per-
secutore of the followers of Jesue.
Would it not seem incredible that In
nur day,with all these [llustrations that
have come to ue, In thie verf land of
ofirs, and under this glorious form ot
goverument,similar persecution should
be practiced, and that men and women
should suffer death because of their
belief in the principles which Jesus
and His Apostles taught? Yet such
ie the case. The Luiter-day Baints
were compelled to lenve Ohio because
of the persecutions that they endured.
It was as muoh ae their ljves were
wurth to stay there. Joeeph Rmith
bad almoel to leave the State by
stealth. Br'gham Young, who had
achieved some prominence at that
time, had to leave In arimilar manner,
besides numbers of others; and they
had to flee to Miasouri to escape the
vexatious attachs of those who hated
them. In Misepurl they were treated

in a simllar mannper. They were driven
from Jackson county into Clay coun-
ty, their houses burned, their property

destroyed; from Clay loto Caldwell

county, and from Caldwell county out
of the Btate. Many of them died

through the suffering they had to en-

dure. They were driven Jut in the

midet of , an lioclement winter,

and eome of them shot down

like‘ so many wlild beasts. And

what was it for? Because they

belleved that God had spoken from the

henvens, that the Gospel had been re-
stored ip its primitive purity, and that

the gifts of the Gospel were again en-

joyed by men who obeyed the com-

mandments of God; because they

sought to walk in theoid paths, and

contended for the faith that was ouce

delivered to the sainle. OQf couree, all

manner of falsehoode were told about

them. They were hilaghkened, because
it waa pecesmary to doeo, just as, In the

daye of Rome, it was pecessary to
blacken the Christians, The Christiane

were accused, when they met in eecret
to partake of the sacrament, ae we have
done today, of eacrificlng children and

partaking of a canaibal fesst. That
was one of the stories cireulated to ex-
cite the prejudices of the populace nnd
to justify the atrocitles that wete
practiced upon them. Bo in our day

it has been wneceseary to blacken the
characters of the Lattcr-day 8aintas, to,
accus® Lhem of the vilest - crimes, to
attribute to them the most base
conduct, to make that which
was (done to them appear justifiable
in the eyes of the world, We uged to
be agccused of living by theft, before we
came Lo these valleye,and that we were
& lawlesa band, That was the ory that
went out fromm Nauvoo, and It was said
thattravelers were not enfe. These storles
were told to juetify the terrible wrongs
that were practiced upon us. We hud
to be driven oul,and what excuse could
men havefor driving an innocenl peo-
ple? Liee had to be told, just ne they
ware nbout the early Christiane. Their
names and their eharaciers were mads
ne odious ns possible, in order that all
men wouid bate them, and that there
would be no sympathy for them. It
hae required generations to vindicate
their memnries and to clear away the
miste of misrepresectation and faise-
hood which gurrounded them. We
proved when we came here that we
were not thieves, and that we could

live withoutetealing. Then something



