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keys of that authority so great
a prophet was hebe and held in such
own esteem by heaven that he was

out ofofall the children of men
to baptize the son of god no greater
prophet was ever born of woman yet
it is said of him that hebe did no mir-
acles why was he such a great
PMprophetpheth because be had the
distinguished honor of leading the son
of god himself into the waters of
baptismbaptismandand immersing him in the
waters ofJordanAo fulfill all righteousleous
newnes he was beheaded but he held
this authority and he wasw As sent to
joseph smith and oliver Cowcowderydoryl
and they solemnly declared that he
laid his hands upon them and ordained
thea to the same authority that he
held no one else on tle earth held it
at the time

but john the baptist said after hebe
baptized the jews 1I indeed baptize
you with water but one mightier than
I1 cometh the latchet of whose shoes I1
am not worthy to unloose he shallhall
baptize you with the holy ghost and
with fire he did not profess to bestow
the gift of the holy ghost that did
not belong to the authority which he
held and john the baptist did not
transcend hisbis powers any more than
any other servant of god will he did
notdot pretend to bestow a blowingblessing that hebe
was not authorized to bestow many
men would say if I1 have the au-
thority to baptize I1 have the authority
to do something elseelee but john the
baptist did not he kept within the
prescribed limits of his authority he
had the authority to baptize in water for
the remission of sins he had not the
authority to bestow the gift of the
holy ghost he bore testimony how-
ever to the mission of the son of god
who held that authority joseph smith
received the authority to baptize
and men and women who were bap-
tized by him received if they were
baptized according to the conditions
prescribed the remission of their sins
but this was not all it was necessary
that more authority should be given
there was yet remaining to be received
the aauthorityuthority to confer the gift of the
holy ghost and who should come
to bestow that where could it be
obtained on the earth it having been
taken from among men for the same
reason that john came it was neces-
sary that other angelic beings should
come the son of god while on the
earth ordained apostles on one occa-
sion he said to peter after peter hadbad
borne testimony that he was the
christ I1 and I1 will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven and
whatsoever thou bind onearth shall
be bound in heaven and whatsoever
thou ahalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven he gave peter these
keys and authority it was great
power youitou will remember that when
thee people of samaria received the
gospel and were baptized by a man
who had the authority to baptize but
notdot to confer the holy ghost some
off the apostles worewere sent to
samariaSaiuaria and they laid their
hands upon the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans who had
beenen baptizedzed and they received the
solyroly gast now peter james andjohnohn had this authority and these
three apostles joseph smith and
oliver cowdery testified came to them
laidid their hands upon them and or-
dained them to the same authority that

they bad that I1ie they ordained them
apostles soBO that once more upon tho
earth the apostleship existed and this
apostleship embraced all the authority
that god gives to man on the earth
and peter gave to joseph smith the
keys that he held ioin order that the
authority might be once more among
men by which the gift of the holy
ghost could be bestowed

no sooner did this3 atitauthorityhority rest
upon these men and they began to
baptize than a storm of persecution
the same storm that had attended the
exercise of that authority in ancient
days again began to rage it is a
strange thing that in this enlightened
age the same spirit that had sought to
destroy the work of god should again
appear among men everything evil
that could be said about joseph smith
was said he was persecuted his
kindred and evereveryoneeveryyoueoae that embraced
the gospel as he taught it were perse
buted and as 1I have said his
sole crime consisted in teaching the
gospel as it is recorded in the books that
have come down to us he said to men
if you will believe in jesus christ

repent of your sinssine be baptized for the
remission of them by one having au-
thoritytho rity and have handshand laid upon you
you shall have the holy ghost and
your sins will be remitted 2 what
was there about that doctrine that men
should get angry at it Is is not the
same doctrine that was taught by the
old apostles and for which they
were persecuted and slain it tois ppre-
cisely

re
tal same he did not say 1 Iam being worship me

look upon me as your savior men
might have got angry at a statement
of that kind but he said 1I am a
humble follower of jesus christ he
hasbus chosen me to be his servant he
has given me the authority to promise
to you that if you will repent of your
sins and be baptized you shall have
the remission of them andadaa you shall
receive the holy ghost ia f and
he said further if you doubt my
words wkask god in the name of jesus
for a testimony and you shall receive
it y 1 what more could any human
being say than ahw yet this
persecution continued to rage
and the people who be-
lieved in his teachingseach ings became
the objects of it A strange thing to
say that in audayour day men and women
who believed such a doctrine should be
driven from their homes their property
taken possession of and their lives
threatened As I1 have said before it
would seem incredible if we did not
know that such things hadbad occurred
we can read of them in bygone times
and the wonder arises in our minds in
reading such events howbow it was possi-
ble

i
for people to become so excited and

have such deadly hatred to men who
taught and believed in such pure doc-
trines yet it is a matter of record
attested by numerous witnesses that
such was the case in ancient days
we know that those who then be-
lieved in jesus were subjected to all
manner of persecutions to the most
violent tortures and the most dreadful
deaths and as we read about this we
wonder at the cruelty and the blindness
of the people who were guilty of such
atrocious deeds the names of the
men who perpetrated these things have
come down to us and we execrate
their memories when we wish to

givegiro strength to a description of
cruelty we use the name these per
eecutora of the followers of jesus
would it not seem incredible batahat in
our day with all these illustrations that
have come toth us in this ververy land of
ofira and under this glorious form ot

persecution should
be practiced and that men and women
should suffer death because of their
belief in the principles which jesus
and his apostles taught yet such
is the case the latter day saints
were compelled to leave ohio because
of the persecutions that they endured
it was as much as their lives were
worth to stay there joseph smith
hadbad almost to leave the state by
stealth bergham young who had
achieved some prominence at that
time had to leave in asimilar manner
besides numbers of others and they
had to flee to missouri to escape the
vexatious attacks of those who hated
them in missouri they were treated
in a similar manner they were driven
from jackson county into clay coun-
ty their houses burned their property
destroyed from clay into caldwell
county andana from caldwell county out
of the state many of them died
through the suffering they had to en
dure they were driven outaut in the
midst of an inclement winter
and some of them shot down
like so many wild beasts and
what was it for because they
believed that god had spoken from the
heavens that the gospel hadbad been re
stored in its primitive purity and that
the gifts of the gospel were again en-
joyed by men who obeyed the com-
mandments

com-
mandmand ments of god because they
sought to walk in tthehe old paths and
copcontendedtended for the faith that was once
delivered to the saints of course all
manner of falsehoods were told about
them they were blackened because
it was necessary to do so just as in the
daysday of rome it was necessary to
blacken the christians the christians
were accused when they met in secret
to partake of the sacrament as we have
done today of sacrificing children and
partaking of a cannibal feast that
was one of the stories circulated to ex-
cite the prejudices of the populace and
to justify the atrocities that were
practiced upon them so in our day
it has been necessary to blacken the
characters of the latter day saints to
accuse them of the vilest crimes to
attribute to them the most base
conduct to make that which
was done to them appear justifiable
in the eyes of the world we used to
be accused of living by theft before we
came to these vallevalleyyandsand that we were
a lawless band that was the cry that
went out from nauvoo and it was said
that travelers were not safe these stories
were told to justify the terrible wrongs
that were practiced upon us we had
to be driven out and what excuse could
men have for driving an innocent peo-
ple lies had to be told just as they
were about the early christians their
names and their characterscharac tera were made
as odious as possible in order that all
men woud hatebate them and that there
would be no sympathy for them it
has required generations to vindicate
their memories and to clear away the
mists of misrepresentation and false
hood which surrounded them we
proved when we came here that we
were not thieves and that we could
live without stealing then something


