vigiting teachers took place in the
university lihrary last evening.
About two hundred partocok of the
excellent repast provided. The home
teachers made themselves useful in
the evening’s programme. Dr. J. F.
Millspaugh presided. His worde of
kindly greeting were responded to by
Prof. Wilson of Provo, who expressed
the gratitude and appreclation ef the
vigiting members in elvgquent terms.
He aunounced this to be an age of as-
sociation and combination to carry out
ideas, The old secret plan was secret
and wrong and meetings of this char-
acter could only redound In good to the
educational interests of the Territory.

Such occasions offered an opportunity |

for brightening up and obtaining the
most advanced viewa of the day. In
behalf of the visitors he again thanked
the Salt Lake hosta. )

Proi, V. B. Dulliver recited a selec-
tion from John . Baxe, entitied
“Pyramus and Thisbie.!? Dalsy‘y
Faith?* was given by litile Lucile Bad-
ger, the ten-yesar-old pupil of Miss
Wilkins, of the Fourteenth Ward
school, and elicited great applause.

The toast, *The Lady Teachers,
May Their Shadows NeverGrow L.ess,
was responded to by Superintendent
J. B. Peery, of Webercounty. Upon
their teaching, be aaid, depends the

rosperity of our inostitutions. The
ady teacher is the moulder of person
and character, and teaches up by divine
gifts, and leads us by & mere hulr,

J. B. Waiton recited *“Fare Ye Well,
Brother Watiiinga.” In response toan
encore he gave ' BrotherSam’s Letter,*!
from Sothern’s ‘‘Liord Dundreary.’?

The quartette then eang ¢‘Hail, all
Hail,’* and Mre. Wolfe and Mies
Sprague rendered the duet entitled
““Hope beyond.”

The gession of the Utwah Teacher’s
Asspciation wss brought to a close
December 20, one of the chief fea-
tures of the day beiug Prof. Henry
Montgomery’s paper on the suhject of
“flementary Bclente in the Public
Bohools.”? From it we take the follow-
ingextracts: ) .

The first thing to be considered in
the teaching of science is the stage of
the development of the faculties of the
child., Let this be first Jiagnosed, and
then let nv mistake be made in pre-
seribing the kind of material suited to
his condition, and the character of the
methods of instruction to be employed
in his particular case. -+

To the questior, “Should sclence be
taught fu the ublic or vommon
schoole??? I answer in the affirmative.

W hich of the sciences? 8hould it be
chemistry or physics, or zoology, or
mineralogy, ot botauy, or physloiogy,
or geology? 1 answer, all of them as
one subject, the study of nature. Ouly
in the maturity of manhood and
womanhood is it possible to 8| ecizlize.
Lt is not possible in childhood. The
youthful mind is not capable of speciai-
ization. All systems of classificatiou,
eveu to the division of the sclences, ar-
artificial. These sciences come nature
ally together, 8nd therefore are mos
readily understood aud remembered by
the child when studied in this way.
Let the chlld seethe fish swim in the
water, the bird fly through the air, the
river erode ite banks, and the waves
beat and grind the gebbles against one
another on the beach. Let him be led
to use his senses in observing the soil,
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sand, gravel, trees, insects, crops,birds,
snhow, rain, stones, rocks and tossils,
just as they oocur in nature, In every
cage, even to adult persons, the associ-
ations are of vital gignificance. Many
a time ft happens that a mineral, a bit
of rock or a fossil, by itself is of little
use in belping us to understand some
question of moment. Again, an ex-
tract from & book may be unintelligible
or ambiguous. But, in the one instance
permit uas to see the asseciated minerals
und associated rocks in position, and,
in the other, to'read the context, and
what a fiood of light is let in upon ue!
The relations that objectsof the three
kingdoms of nature bear towards one
another are of the utmost importance,
But, in addition to the importance of
the agsociation and relations, the case
with which ohildren are enabled to
comprehdhd the -characteristic strue-
ture, habile and uses of anything when

studied as it ogcurs in nature, Is some- |

thing the teacher and parent canrot
afford to ignore. It is not a question,
then, of dividing and classifying the
sciences, nnd ¢boosing one or more to
be placed on the curriculum of the
common schools. It is not a gpecialist
in any particular oranch who is needed
to teach children. Teachers should be
chosen with reference to their fitness
for teaching children at & certain stage
of menial development. This is the
natura! standard. It is absolutely
necessary that the teacher be possessed
of good common-gense, be able to pee
cleary the things around him, be ac-
curateas far as his work extends, and
be full of love for that work.

The teaching of science to children
implies practice in drawing, writing,
composition and aritbmetic. An after-
noon’s, or better still, & forenoon’s
ramble over the feids, upa canyon,
upon the pideof a mountain, or along
the shore of a lake or bank of a river,
or a visit to a good museum, will
ordinarily afford abundance of material
and opportunity for penmanship, letter-
writing, drawing, mgasurement, cal-
culatiou and oral and written language
leszons.

A3 to methnds of instruction In ele-
mentary scienee, the judicious use of
books, pictures, g¢harts, maps and
models is proper, But, the ipstrustion
should be largely by open air excur-
sions of two or three hours each, and
taken twice or thrice a week. Lo the
school room the material collected by
the teacher and pupils in their ram-
bles may be examined and studied.

Jn comparing the system of teaching
by field-excursions with instruction
given wholly in the schoolroom, Pro-
fesgor Montgomery sald: “Underthese
circumstances whal are the teachers to
do? Bimply stay shut up in the school-
house during the finest weather, aml
be obiiged four Yo six hours a day, to
teach as best they can, perhaps with-
out maps, globes, modeis or other pro-
per appliances. This would be some-
what bearable, aye, even profitable,
were the pupils 18 to 20 years 5ld, But
it is a terrible thing for children, and a
terrible thiog for their teacber, to be
ex pected to endure. If such there are
in Utah they have my sympathy. I
sincerely pity them. Think of trylug to
hold in quietness and attention in a
school room, for hours at & time, forty
or fifty children, whose tender grow-
ing bodies and minds enil loudly for
air, forsunshine, for exercise and free-
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dom! What is the use of talking atiout
teaching #cience so long as in our very
attempts to teach it we continue to act
in opposition to the iawe of nature??!

The speaker recommended that per-
manent collegtionn of patural aud
manufactured objects be made by each
school; Aud’ pointed out the way In
which the Ueseret University museum
could be made usefu! to the pupils and
teachers of the public sehools of Utah.
A fter emphasizing the necessity for a
teacher of science being himselt an en-
thusiastic student of pature, he called
attention to the fact that, partially or
altogether, three systems of organe of
the buman body are, for reasons of
delicacy, omitted from the course of
instruction in all the schools, He be-
Lieved that something could and would
be done to provide proper instruction
npon these portions of physiology and
hygiece.

Professor Montgomery concluded his
paper in these words: I know the
public schools of this country have
done und are doing & useful and a
noble work. The nation cannot do
without them, nor can it afford to per-
mit their usefulness to bs impaired
through lack of support and sympathy,
(Five them the support and sympathy
they - need and deserve, and they
will be improved, and the country

profited thereby. Honest and in-
telligent {nterest in  the schools
gshould lead to improvements in

thetr condition. It changes in thegsys-.
tem seem desirable, let them be made *
Liet peither prejudice nor individua
selfishness eiand in the way. It ha
more thap once been stated by Ameri-
can educatore of experience and high
standing that science teaching was
difficuit, and that few teachers are ca-
pable of engaging in it. I fear there is
much truth in this statement. Science,
like any other subiect of education,
must be taught by a competent person.
It is folly to expect proper results trom
persons who have not both the natural
and the acquired quallfications of the
true teacher; and it is much greater
folly to expect them from those who
have neither of these gqualifications.
Teachers possessed of both are indeed
rare; and how can we expect them to
be plentiful so long as the trustees and
boards of education, and the people be-
hind the trustees and boards, remain
satistied with so low a standard?Whén
the public come to realize that a higher
standard of quallfieations, mental and
moral, on the purt of the teacher is
absolutely necessary for the weltare of
our country; when they come to
show a heartier appreciation of high-
class attain:nents, they will be willing
to make adeguate compensation for the
teacher’s labor and influence, they
will seek teache:s of longer and better
training and experience, teachers who
carry with them an atmosphere of a
higher and more iuspiring character.
I have hope that this time will come.
Let us do what we can to bring about
these conditions. For the sake of the
youth of our Jand, for the sake of the
material, the physical, the raoral and
intellectual advancement of our coun-
try, for the sakeof everything that can
contribute towards the promotion o
the clvilization of this great nation, let
ug pray that the dawn of thatday may
he hastened, and that the free public
school system, which forms s nelwork
throughout the length and breadth of.



