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FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL
CONFERENCE.

The Annual Conference of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, convened in the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, on Sun-
day, April 3rd, 1881, at 10 o’clock a.
m., as per call. of the First Presi-
dency:

Present ﬂl-l_f]l_lﬂh Et““,[{.i;y ?l’ thaeligirat
Presidency.~John or, rge
Q). Cannon, and Jos. F, Smith.

Of the Twelve.—Wilford Wood-
ruff, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow,
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham
Young, Francis M. Lyman and John
H. Smith; Counselor D. H. Wells,

Patriarch.—John Smith.

Presidents of Seventies.—Joseph
Young, Horace S. Eldredge, John
Van Cott and W. W. Taylor.

Of the Bishopric.—Edward Hun-
ter, Leonard W. Hardy and Robert
T. Burton.

Besides Presidents of Stakes, Bis-
hops and other leading men from
nearly all the Stakes of Zion.

Conference called to order by Pre-
gident John Taylor.

All praise to our redeeming Lord,
Who joins us by his grace.
Prayer by President Joseph F.
Smith.
The choir sang:

Oh, my Father, thou that dwellest
In the high and holy place.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYI.OR.

We are met this morning to at-
tend to the duties and the responsi-
bilities which devolve npon us atour
annual Conference. We thought
that we would change the pro-
gramme A little as it regards time;
and as it is the spring season of the
year, when men are generally en-
gaged with their labor, we thought
by commenecing our Conference fto-
day, it would give men an opportu-
nity of being present without losing
a day’s labor in their fields. We
have this morning a delightful time,
very pleasant weather and every-
thing favorable for our assembling

t E};d .?.tn_d whilst we are thus
assem is pro _
Saints of the Most ﬁ?&h God, ought
to have our hearts and feelings un-
der the direction and inspiration of
the Almighty, that we may seek for
the good Spirit of the Lord to be
with us, to guide usand to direct
us in all of our teachings,
in all of our business trans-
actions, in all’ of our counselling
and in the various duties and respon-
sibilities which devolve upon us to
attend to on this occasion.

This is the 51st Anniversary of
the organization of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
—or it will be next Wednesday
morning—and when we reflect upon
the circumstances with which we
have been suirounded from that
time until the t, we certainly
must feel that we have cause to re-
Eiﬁa and to be grateful to the God of

rael for the many mercies and
blessings which He has manifested
toward us, and for His protecting
care which has been over us in the
midst of opposition and in the midst
of calumny, and in the midst of re-
proach, having been assailed all the
time by enemies to God and to His
truth, the Lord has preserved us,and
we will give to God the glo y. And
irrespeciive of the feelings and ideas
and theories of men, we feel to re-
{?ica and praise God our heavenly

ather from the bottom of our hearts
for the kindness and mercy which
He has vouchsafed unto us; and
whatever be the feelings of
man toward us, our feelings are
glory to Ged in the highest, and on
earth peace and good will to
men, even to all who love the
truth everywhere, among all
peoples in all the world. And what-
ever may be the feelings of others
toward us, our feelings are nothing
but kindness and mercy and salva-
fion to the human family..

that we, as

——

—_—

our teachings,
tions, in our selecting mis<ionaries
to go forth to the nations of the earth
to proclaim the unsearchable riches
of Christ,and in all the relations that
we may have to do with, in our as-
sembling together, we ask for the
guidance of the good Spirit of God to
be with us, And I say to Israel,
God bless you’and lead you in the
paths of life, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

APOSTLE WILFORD WOODRUFF

Reiterated the previous speaker’s
sentiment of gratitude to for
the privilege of meeting with so
many of the Saints and those bear-
ing the Holy Priesthood in this the
last dispensation. He could not bt
marvel when he meditated over the
‘way in which the Saints had been
protected and blessed from the be-
ginning. Alluded to the example of
the three Hebrews thrown into the
fiery furnace for refusing to bow
down before Nebuchadnezzar's im-
age, and of their passing through
the flery ordeal unscathed, also to
Daniel’s cruel treatment and subse-
quent preservation. He never knew
a man who gained anything by try-
ing to shirk the duties which God
expected of him. Instanced Jo-
’s experience. Although the
Savior and His Apostles were
called upon to seal their testimony
with their blood, they could not af-
ford to turn away from the truth or
shirk its responsibilities. Joseph
and Hyrum Smith were also faithrul
unto death, and they could aflord to
die for, but not to desert the truth.
It is for all the Latter-day Saints to
cherish the memory of such noble
examples, and to remember that
they can afford to carry out the pur-
of God even though death
should ensue. But no man can
afford to compromise with error or
forsake the Gospel of God. If we
are faithful we will see the fulfil-
ment of all the promises that God
has made in respect to this age ard
dispensation. he revelations we
have received in this day are from
God, just as much as any that were
ever given to man from the heavens,
and just as truly as ancient re-
velations have been fubkilied to

the letter, s0 true is it that
not one jot or tittle of modern
revelation will fall unfulfilled.

(God is over us and we need not fear,
He will break every weapon formed
against us, and though we have met
with tion in a measure, and
even now the hands of the wicked
are stretched out against us, God
will deliver us from all our enemies,
Why are we persecuted? It is said
we belleve in the principle of plural
marriage. This merely a pretext.
If we compromised that prineiple
we should have to renounce uill_.
prophets, apostles, bishops, laws and
ordinances, and even our éml. This
we cannot afford to do. God will
sustain us. He controls man, and
he will watch over us henceforth
and for ever. We need not fear
man, nor renounce one principle of
our religion for his sake. But fear
God and keep his commandments,
and we sha
his celestial kingdom.

APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW

Said we could well afford to enter-
tain good will and toward all
mankind. It is fog this that we have
been called to the pi;eitiun we hold,
and this is our mission wupon the
earth. Jesus came to earth to carry
out his Father’s will and to
do the work of his Father.
He, in turn, gave the same mission
to His apostles. He glorified His
Father and he told His disciples they
must do likewise.
they should be hated of all men for
His sake. All that we receive of
good comes from God, and ro man
can understand the ways of God
but by the Spirit of God. Before
the foundation of the world, a sys-
tem of communiecation between God
and men was established, and in no
other can communication be
received from Him. The Jews
could not, with all their understand-
ing, know that Jesus, the Son of
God, was in their midst. Jesus said
then, ““This Is eternal life to know
the true and living God, and Jesus
Christ whom he hath sent.” On one
occasion, when Peter had answered
Him that He was *“Christ the Son
of the living God,” Jesus said:
‘“‘Blefsed art thou Simon bar Jona

for flesh and blood hath not revealed

|

this unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven;” and he also

Chureh is founded—the prineiple of
revelation from God. Through this
came all our knowledge and intelli-
gence concerning the things of God,
and we receive through- it the com-
forts of the Bpit;;iit whi]t.;!':”ermhla us
to suffer persecution gladly, lookin

forward to our eternal exaltationg,
and ready to suffer and sacrifice all
things for the sake of the Kingdom
of God. By doing the works of God

we glorify God, even as Jesus did’,
and we know that if we do these
works, we shall be rewarded by
being raised to His presence and
made sharers of His glory. We
must be united and act as a unit in
bui]dln%ou‘r God’s kingdom. If we
refuse 0 the works which will
make us one, God will find some
means to compel us to become one,for
except we are one we are not His.
In souri the Saints failed to con-
secrate all their Enmgerty to the
building up of God’s kingdom and
the%v' afterwards had to give it all u

to the mob. Let us hope this wi

not be the case again. But let us
keep God’s commandments and seek
to glorify Him in all our acts, :

APOSTLE F. D. RICHARDS

Felt thankful for the } eace in which
we had been permitted to meet to-
gether; that the gospel had been re-
vealed to man in this day, and that
so many had believed it. We have
good reason to be grateful,while pes-
tilence, war and famine acenmpany
the human family in other nations,
here we have health, peace and
plinty. Yet we are sometimes
prone to think we are hardly dealt
with, and often we borrow trouble.

late in the Capital, but he had not
been disturbed in his feelings for a
second. There is an excitement in
the warfare we are engaged in; the
consciousness that we are on the
winning side and that vietory will
eventually perch on our banners,
renders the experience pleasurable,
With the activity which prevails at
home among the Saints, with the
labors of the Home Missionaries, Im-
provement Associations, Relief So-
cieties, Sunday schools, ete., and
the sending of missionaries abroad
to disseminate the principles of truth
together with the building of Tem-
ples and other works, it is no wonder
that opposition should be fierce and
that there should be a great deal of
talk and agitation about the ‘“Mor-
mons.” We have been taught from
the beginning that these things were
to be. Year after year, as this work
develops and the pur of God
unfold, do we see the striking ful-
filment of the prophecies concern-
ing us. Joseph Smith, a prophet of
the living God, heralded as good and
as evil throughout the world, is gra-
dually being lifted up, and through
this thename of God is being glori-
fled. Many of the Prophet’s pre-
dictions of 50 years ago, and up to
the time of lus death, have been
fulfilled, and he has been

roven to be a prophet Not

y the Saints alone, but by the in-
habitants of the earth at large; they
are doing all in their power to es-
tablish his claim as an inspired ser-
vant of God. How marvellous are
the purposes and works of God! Us.
ing men, nations, governments, as
seemeth Him good to effect His

Now God has promised to help us in
real trouble, but He has never said
He would help us to bear up under
““borrowed trouble.””  ‘We should
trust in God. He will he ever near
to guide, console and advise His
faithful people. It belongs to us to
keep the covenants we have made
with the Lord and with each other,

inherit eternai life in | PT&Y

He told them

and the Lord has =aid it is His busi-/
ness (o take care of His Saints. The
hand of God has been over us from
the beginning, and ever since our
glorious retreat into these moun-
taing, we have prevailed.: God
has said, 1l the lord will for-
give whom I will forgive, but it is
for you (the Saints) to forgive all
meit 7 We must remember this

and pul it into practice in thought
and action. Do we realize that we
once lived in the spirit world and
had the picture of this wWorld placed

before us, and that we have been

permitted to come here because we

were faithful in a pre-existent state?

We came here first as our Savior did,

to descend below all things, and by

adopting the principles of righteous-

n &8 to gradually asecend to our eter-
nal exaltation. This is the only
way by which man can bo exalted.

And although we are persecuted for

preaching these principles, we can-

not afford to relinquish them. But

no member of the Church who has

the spirit of his ealling upon him,

wishes anything but to the

human race. It is our constant

er that the world may receive

the Gos]i*rel and partake with us in

its blessings.

The choir sang the anthem,

“Sing to the Lord in joyful'strains.”

Benediction by President George
Q. Cannon.

Sunday, 2 p. m.
The choir sang:

¢‘Mortals awake, let angels join,
Andﬂn:thamhmnlw."j

Prayer by Elder Erastus Snow.
The choir sang:

“0 Lord of Hosts, we now Invoke
Thy Spirit most divine.”
ElﬂermOmnbyPraiz ;nwhu flt:rm been

prostra 8 ess many
weeks past, had so far recovered and |
gained sufficient strength as to be
brought to the Conference, and took
his seat with the Apostles.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

Said owing to the magnitude of this
immense audience, it was very de-
sirable for as much silence to be
maintained as possible, he therefore
called on the Deacons to keep chil-
dren from walking about, and to
preserve as good order as could be
maintained that the congregation
might be able to hear the remarks
of the speakers.

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

Addressed the assembly. Expressed
his pleasure at meeting with the

| wonderful purposes! Those who
have been brought up in this Church
who can remember the dark and
bitter pasty, know how lit le the
once could see the accomplishment
of these prophecies. They could
only see them with the eye of faith.
But the years that have ensued
have brought to pass the things that
seemed  so unlikely to be fulfilled
When the work was ia embryo, it
excited hatred and called forth at-
tention., A young and illiterate
man testified thatshe had seen an
angel from heaven, and that the old
gospel, its gifts and the everlasting
priesthood were to be restored,and the
Church of God es ablished upon the
earth, Itaroused a fever of excite-
ment. Men were stirred up to per-
secute him, began to tell lies about
him, and to blast his reputation.
His family and himself were calum-
niated. Every word or actof his
life was tortured into - evil, and
charges were spread abroad respect-
ing him,which had not the least color
or semblance of truth.Fifty yearsago
the Church was organized with
but six members. 1t would seem
that so insigniflcant & number of
men might be permitted to pass un-
noticed. Buatnotso. 1t was herald-
ed far and near that Joseph Smith
had organized a Church, and every-
thing was done to ¢rush him., False
charges were heralded by the press
and pulpit, and every effort made to
slander and destroy this youth and
his associates. At the same time
it was said that “Mormonism” wasa
delusion and would soon burst and
disappear. But it did not. The
Elders went forth without purse or
scrip, preaching by the apirit and
power of God, in the face of all the
slanders circulated concerning them
and the work continued to grow and

spread. They went into Canada
crossed the ocean and sowed the seed
of truth on foreign shores. It went
from land to land until almost every
nation heard the gospel sound. The
Elders were persecuted, but they
cared not, but continued to preach,
for they knew they had it to do. At
home persecutions continued, even
as the work increased. The Saints
were charged with every crime, but
especially with the crime of profess-
ing to receive revelations from God
and to enjoy the Spirit of God and
the gifts of Christ’s ancient gosgel.
In Missouri, Gov. Boggs issued an
exterminating order, ahd the
Saints were driven out of
the State, for death and apostasy
were the only alternatives, In the
midst of all this, Joseph Smith pre-
dicted that the Saints would become
a greal and mighty people, and
throughout their persecutions they
clang to these promises. They
knew they were {0 be hated hy all|
men for the sake of their religion,
even as the ancient Saints were, but
they had faith to endure through all

and to-day they can see the fulfil.

that are to be fulfilled. Our destiny
is written in heaven, enrolled inthy
archives of eternity. God has
en it and not one jot or tittle shsy

unfulfilled. While we an
waiting for it on earth, m]rrhﬁ*_‘-
angels and spirits of the just unem,
bodied and disembodied, are !
and watching it with e&
from the heavens. It is the worg
which bhas. been predicted by 1he
prophets of ancient days, the golde
age foretold by the ts in theh
gorgeous picturings of futurity, By
the people who are doing it, aregs
cused of every crime and misd
meanor, and every effort is beiy
made to blacken their reputatia
Why is this? The Saints know
The same encies that
at work anciently—that ruoin
the reputation of Christ, that
fied Him, that murdered His Ajx
tles and the Prophets, and did
stop until. the Church of God haj
been taken from the earth, is g
work now agamst the Latter-day
Saints. It is marvelous that the
world cannot see this. = Here is 'y
small handful of people, driven from
their homes into an untrodden wil.
derness, yet still carrying in their
hearts a love of liberty, of their

country, its laws, and the prlnﬁpluq
L

of freedom; and instead of seeking
alliance with Mexico, whose territo.
ry they occupied, or with Great Bei
tain, their neighbor on the nor
with any other power, they :am
be admitted as ‘a Stale into th
Union. Did they not show by
their patriotismm and their love.
liberty? And by their virtue, |
temperance, kindness and hospi
ty which they have shown from
beginning,have they not manifi
a desire to serve God and love

3

Y | fellowmen? Why is all this outey

and spirit .of persecution |
against us. Because it is to be, The
warfare must go on—God on one
side and Satan on the other. Satan
has been at work since themin.-.l
ning to gain the wvictory, it
would almost seem sometimes thaj
he has been successful. But evenf
ually the victory is with God aud

His ple. It is the destiny 1

Saints to uphold the principles of i

erty, of right;and tosustain the cop

stitutional government. We are th

nucleus of a nation upon which this
daty will yet devolve. We are con-
tinually battling for the prineiples of
liberty. We are now pleading for
them, while efforts are Eeing made

torob us of eur rights. We want

the liberty to serve God, and we
wish all

ple to have the same
liberty. ]Hiet?erty of conscience, lib-

erty of thought, speec ¥
so Jong as it does not infringe upon
anyone’s tights, is our motto and
our perpetual desire. This is gospel;
the gospel of humanity; and ft isas
good a gospel as could be ;preached,
The speaker closed with a fervent
prayer for the good of Israel. ”

The choir sang the anthem, ik

How beautiful upon the mountains.

Benediction by Apostle Brigham
Young. = lghaq‘
SECOND . DAY. !

Monday, 10 a. m.'_f."
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Cﬁnfémnm convened as . ‘
iournment. e .‘;

The choir sang,

Praise ye the Lord, *tis good to raise,
Your hearts and volces in his praise. 9

|

Iﬂ’f_rﬂ.}’ﬂr by Prest, Wilford Wood-
m - |
The choir sang, (

May we who know the joyful sound, %

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F, SMITH

Spoke of the multitude of thfym h

¢

midst; said it was mothing but re
sonable to ex that they would
be better qualified to carry on the
great work of God and accom plish &
more staunch and wvigorous laber
than their fathers have done,on
account of their being free from the

handed down from generations past.
It is astonishing to think of the great
number from the beginning to the
present, who have embraced the
gospel and then have fallen away.
Even of the first Twelve
Apostles  who had been or
dained to that high and holy calling
nearly one-half had apostatized from
the faith within two or three Vears
of their ordination. The trials and

temptations to which they were €x-

of Zion that are growing up in out

many false traditions that have been

F



