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DISCOURSE |
By President BRIGHAM YOUNG, Bowery, June 15, 1856.

[REPORTED BY* GEO. D: WATT.]

As Ihave frequently remarked, it seems that
the people need a great deal of preaching; they
require to be. preached to continually to put
them in mind of tbeir duties, and to stir them
up to perform tire works which they know that
they ought to do. This at first appears strange,
and then again it is not so strange. Our or-
ganization is such, we are subject to so man
spirits and influences that are in the world,

at it is not, strange that our minds require
stirring up to remembrance, and our physical
powers to diligence,

As Saints in the last days we have much to
learn; there is an eternity of knowledge before
us; at'most we receive but very little in this
stage of our progression.

The most learned men that have ever lived
on the earth have only been able to obtain a
small amount of knnwﬁ:dge, in comparison to
the vast store of information that exists for the
faithful saints.

It cannot be understandingly exhibited by
any individual, not even by an angel, to the
people any further than they are able to re-
ceive and comprehend it; consequently the
Lord has to descend to our capacities and give
us a little here and a little there, line upon line,
an_t}i precept upon precept, as the prophet has
said, .

But we are so organized, and it is so or-
dained, that we can receive that little, and still

continve to receive a little and a little more, |

and treasure up and retain in our memories
that which we have received, so that it will be
ready when it is necessary to bring it forth.
What we learn to-day does not prevent our
learning more to-morrow, and so on.

This prineiple is inherent in the organization
of all intelligent beings, so that we are capable
of receiving, and receiving, and receiving from
g-mthmexhauﬁtible fountain of knowledge and

uth.

It has been frequently stated to us, and is a
doctrine we understand, that this people have

ot to become of one heart and one mind.

hey have to knew the will of God and do it
for fo know the will of God is one thing, and
to bring our wills, our dispositions,.into sub-
jection to that which we do understand to be
the will of GoMl is another,

We might say that this is the first lesson we
have to learn and one of the easiest, one that
is calculated and adapted to the capacity of
the child, to learn to be submissive to our Fa-
ther in heaven. Parents require this duty of
their children, when they havesbecome intelli-
gent enough to understand that the parent is
guperior In point of government, and strict
obedience is required by that authority. That
the parent is his superior is oue of the first
ledsons that the child learns; that he is his
dictator to measuffe and guide his steps, as
soon as he comes fo an unferatanding of what
is required.. T

If we are obedient to the will of our Father
in heaven it accomplishes one grand object,
namely, our being the disciples of Christ, for
he observed to his disciples, “except ye are
one ye are not mine.,” “l am in my Father
and ye in me, and 1 in you,” one eternal prin-
ciple dgm'erning and controlling the intelligence
that dwells in the pergons of the Father and
the Son. I have theSe principles within me,
Jesus has them within him, and you have them
within you.” I am governed and controlled by
them, my elder brother Jesus is governed and
conirolled by them, and his Father is governed
and controlled by them. He learned them,
Jesus learned them, and we must learn them
in order to receive crowns of glory, immortality
and eternal lives.

The principle of eternal life that sustains all
intelligent beings, that governs and controls
all things in eternity, the prineiple by which
matter does exist, the principle by which it is
organized, by which it 1s redeemed and brought
into celestia Flury, is the. principle that is in
you and me, that is in our heavenly Father.

It is life, it is the life of Christ and of every
‘saint; in this capacity they are in us and we
in them. We must be possessed of the spirit
that governs and controls the angels; we must
have thg same spirit within us that our Father
in heaven is in pecssession of, ,

That spirit must rule you and me, it must
control our actions and dictate us in life, we
must cling to it and imbibe it until it becomes
4 second nature to us, We are accustomed to
maying second nature, but in reality it is the
first nature that we i]ad, though sin has per-
verted it. God planted it there as the predo-
minant prineiple, but our giving way to temp-
tation has frustrated the plan end driven it
from ve.

How easy it is for people to understand and
do the will of Ged, if they will throw off their
urrighteous traditions and let fruth stapd for
truth. light for light, and let that which is of
God be received as such. | '

When truth comes receive it as from the
Lord, and let every thiifobe simplified to us as
unto children, for the Lord has ordained that
we may grow in grace and in the knowledge of
the truth, and be able to receive more know-
ledge, wisdem and understanding, and it is not
possible for us to receive it any other way,
only as we apply our hearts strictly to over-
come every evil and cleave to that which s+
rlﬁasing to the Lord, to that which tends to

ife and salvation, This is the only channel in
'H'hii;h we can become of one heart and of one
mind, |

This has been the burden of our exhorta-
tions, prayers and pleadings. It was the bur-
den of the exhortations, prayers and pleadings
“of the servants of God who lived in ancient
deys. as much as it is of thoge whe lve now.

| the name of God in vain.

THE DESERET NEWS.

No good person has ever lived on the earth,
one who understood the principles of life, but
what he has desired to’see the tipe when the
people would be governed by other principles
than those of sin and selfishness.’

All the righteous have desired to see the
people governed by principles that will endure,

and that will give durability to all who obey
them. Their bowels of compassion yearned
continually after the sons of men, and they

labored to bring them under the control and
government of the principles of eternal life,
and to cut them loose from the littte, selfish,
frivolous, trifling, deathly principles that per-
tain to this flesh. ,

What would be the resylt of this effort and
desire, if accomplished among us? We should
be of one heart and of one mind, we should
cease to play the hyprocrite, we should cease
to be slothful servants, we should cease to do
evil and do good continually. 1

The reflections of many are that they cannot
govern and control themselves, And should
we ask some whether their memory is good,
whether they ecan recollect certain transactions
which have transpired thus and so, they would
reply, “No, our memory is very treacherous.”
T atI is true; but in ditferent degrees, with all
people. |

e may ask one person, can you remember
anything you wish to, and the reply may be,
“it is with difficulty that we remember any-
thing.” This lack of mental force is found in
a large class of mankind, but to search into the
causes of this would take us far back, for they
pertain to parents as well as to children, to
the ancient as well as to the modern inhabi-
tants of this globe.

Another peculiarity of memory is the streng-
er recollection of an injury thaw a favor; for
instance, take a person of the most treacherons
memory and apply a littte eayenne pepper to
his eyes, and he will remember that act as
long as he lives.

It is an old saying that “we can forgive (it
is man’s privilege) but we cannot Lorget.”
Can you forget an injury? No,you will always
remember it. But on the other hand, suppose
that a friend should come in the hour of your
' distress to relieve inu from pain and suffering,

and by lalying his hands upon you your pain is
gones or furnish you food when you have none,
and administer to your wants in everything
calculated to make you happy and comfortable

|in body and mind, you will forget those kind

acts many times quicker than the act of
throwing a littie cayenne pepper in your
eyes.
}Think of that and ask yourselves the canse;
reason as to why it is that 'you can remember
an injury better than a kindness; why you can
retain hatred longer than love. Is it through
rour fallen nature? 1Is it beeause you were
egetten and born in sin? Or is it not rather
because the"power of the tempter has control
over you, and because the world is full of evil
rinciples and you have adhered to them?
‘es, this is the cause, and you must acknow-
ledge it. The whole world is contaminated
witd a spirit to remember evil and forget the
ood,
p Manrkind are organized of element designed
to endure to all eternity; it never had a begin-
ning and never can have an end. There never
was a time when this matter, of which you
and I are composed, was not in existence, and
there never can be a time when it will pass out
of existence; it ecannot be annihilated.

It is brought tniether, organized and ecapa-
citated to receive knowledge and intelligence,
to be enthroned in glory, to be made angels,
Gods, beings who will hold control over the
elements and have power by their word to
command 4he creation and redemption' of
worlds, or to exfinguish suns by their breath
and disorganize worlds, hurling them back
into their chaotic state. This is what you and
I are created for. | |

But in view of all this, what can we dis-
cover in ourselves? As an instance, A has a
favorite dog which B discovers doing mischief
on his grounds, and kills, whereupon A, who
was fond of his dog for serving him so well
and guarding his house and children so long and
faithfully, becomes highly enraged and says,
“I tell you I cannot Btanc{ it, I am so angry
that I feel as though I should fly all to pieces,
and I have almost a mind to take my riile and
shoot you,”” What, for a dog?

Let a man or woman come forward that can
say they have not had such feelings, to a cer-
tain degree. Yes, you have similar feelings
in consequence of some one’s abusing your
duﬁ, but when yow enter into the holy city,
(should you be so happy asto get there) you
will learn‘that the dogs will all be on the out-
side of the walls with the murderers, adul-
terers, fornicators, liars and those who take
“For your conduct

towards my dog, I am almost ready to kill you,

neighbor.”

Do you hear such language used? Yes,
right in our midst. - Kill almost anjﬂpersnn’s
favorite animal, and he is ready to draw the

rifle to his eye, in a moment, to shed the blood
of his neighbor, Thisis the passion of the
animal organization that the devi] has power
over. When such feelings assail you stop and
reflect, and let the spirit within you reason,
and it would say, “Shame on you, Brigham,
Johin, Mary, or Jane.” Grant that an individ-
ual hgs done wrong, should we be so provoked
ah%ut it? s e b
‘e are organized for the express purpose o

controlling the elements, of gganizing _Iz-zpnd dis-
organizing, of ruling over kingdoms, principal-
ities and powers, and yet our affections are
often too {Fh]y placed upon paltry, perishable
objects. We love houses, gold, aif'_rer and va-
rious kinds of property, and all who unduly

| eneath the celestial

F. i

prize any object there is b
world are idelators.

Some say, “We areplaced here, the devils
were here, the world is full of wickedness and
we are subjected to all this without any agen-
ey on our part,” but this assertion does not
prove such to be the case. Will you subject
your children to wickedness when it is in your
power to deliver them from it? We are meas-
urably subjected to it because of the sin that
was in our lparentu, but have we now the know-
ledge to deliver our children from this power?
Wehave. Then let us begin and do 1it, and
cast off your unrighteous traditions, as I have
often taught and counseled you.. Let every
man and woman bring up their children ac-
cording to the law of heaven. Teach your
children from their youth never to set their
hearts immoderately upon an object of this
world. .

Should you train yourselves? Yes, you
should. Can you remember to do good instead
of evil? Do you watch the operations ofthe
gpirits upon Lgﬁfguﬁ!e, upon their affections,
upon their hea Can you not hear some of
this congregation, as they" leave the meeting

and afterwards, begin to find fault and com-

plain on this wise? “Well, I do not like this,
and I do not like that, and I think I shall go
back to the States. T wish I was back In

England. I will not pay my money for flour,

but I will beg it, and send my children to beg

i‘f’ and spend my money to get away £{rom
i e :

Have I done you any harm since you have
been here? Did my brothers, who proclaimed
the gospel to you, do you anything but good?
**No, O, no.” If they have done the least
thing to injure you, why will you nofktell of it
before you leave? But no, you will not, and
as soon as you go away your testimony will be,
“Brs. Brigham, and H{-- er, and Jedediah, and
the Twelve and all the brethren at Great Salt
Lake are the worst people we ever saw.”
Can you tell of one thing wherein they have
wronged you? ‘Fhey may have fed you, you
may have lived here on their bounty and kind-
ness, ‘but as soon as you go awair you partake
of the spirit of the world whigh I am trying to
contrast with the spirit of the gospel.

As soon as you are overcome by the spirit of
the world you forget every good deed and kind-
ness that bas been extended to you, and you
only remember the transpiring and infliction of
what you deemed to be evil. You imagine a
thousand things to be evil that would have re-
sulted in good, had you done right. Can you
believe that? “O, yes.” Those who have
apostatized and left cannot recollect a kindness
that 1 have done them, but I can say to the
praise of a few gentiles, whqg have passed
through here, they have recollected the kind-
nesses done to them by this people, Almost
universally, after having received the greatest
Kindpesses they ever received, apostates and
some -gentiles, after they leave these valleys,
vividly remember and proclaim, from Dan to
EBeersheba, every faneied injury,

Br. Tobin lately arrived from tlfe army in
Oregon; bLe there became acquainted with a
part of Col. Steptoe’s command. Yesterday,
as we were walking about, I told him that the
Indians who were tried for the murder of Cap-
tain Guunison were confined within the walls
of the Penitentiary. He said that he thought
they had made their escape; that he had been
informed that the lock was broken, the gate
opened and the Indians sent off, 1

l informed him that it was true that the In-
dian prisoners escaped, but that I soon recov-
ered them, placed them in charge of the ward-
en, and wrote to Col, Steptoe, who was at
Bear river, en route for California, aequaint-
ing him with the circumstances. The colonel
replied, and thanked me in his note. I asked
br. Tobin whether the colonel did not tell him
that those Indians were recovered. He re-
plied, “No, but it has appeared in nearly all, if
not all, the western papers that the ‘Mormons’
let the Indians out of prisen.” They could
publish that the Indians es®aped, but they
would not proelaim that the *Mormons’ speed-
ily recovered them, and that they are still
safely lodged in prison.

Those who love righteousness and possess
the Spirit of God, those who delight to do
Ennd, can remember good. They can remem-

er every good principle and every good act;
awmd when they read the Bible, the sayings of
the prophets and apostles will be as near
their hearts as lies are to the hearts of the
wicked. By this yon may know whether you
are saints or not. Can you remember good?
If you forget good and remember evil, you may
lay it down as a positive fact that you are on
the bigh way te destruction. If you love the
truth you can remember it. '

One may here inquire, *“Can I strengthen my
memory and bring it into lively exercise?”
Yes, by applying your mind to the point you
wish to improve upon, and you can learn and
remember righteous d’eeds, if. you are full of
integrity. =

The goa?el of salvation has beenrevealed to
us expressly to teach our hearts understanding,
and when I learn the dErinciplea of charity or
righteousness I will adbiere to them, and ‘sa
to selfishness, you must not have that whic
you want, and when it urges that I have no
more flour than I shall need uuntil harvest, and
that I must not give any away, not even a
pound, I say, gel out of my door. And when
it argues that a brother will not be profited by
our endeavors to benefit him, that you had bet-
tez kecp your money to yourselves and not let
him have this ox, thatfarm or cow, etey and
strives to persuade you not to feed such a poor
person, not to do anything for the P, E, F.
Cnmpafg', that you have not any more than

ou need, just do as the man did in Vermont,
or by the report we would judge him to be a
]:retty good man, He had a farm, raised a
arge quantity of grain, and usually had some
to spare. It so happened one season thata

i

"

poor neighbor thrashed out his rye, and was to
receive hig pay in grain. The ][]JDDI‘ man came;
the farmer told him to leave his bags and he
would measure up the amouut and have it
ready when again called for. He was alone
when measuring the grain, and as he put it
into the measure something whispéred to him,
“Pour it in lightly,” but instead of doing this
he gave the measure a kick. When he put on
the strike something said to bim, “When you
take that off take a little out, the poor man
will know nothing about it.”” At last the
farmer says, “Mr. Devil, walk out of my barn,
or I will heap every half bushel I measure for
the poor man.”
| hen you are tempted to do wrong, do not
stop one moment £6 argue, but teil Mr. Devil
' to walk out of your barn, or you will heap up
‘every half buskel; you can do that, I know, A
drunkard can walk by a tavern, though I have
heard it said that some men ecannot go by, or
if they do manage to get by that they say, ‘now
I know I am the master, and I will go back
and treat resolution.’

I am aware that some will argue that they
ecennot do good without evil’s being preseunt
with them; that has nothing to do with the case.
Though it may be present wilth th&m, as it was
with Paul, there is no neeessily for any man’s

iving way to that evil. If we should do good,
gu it, and tell the evil to stawd out of the way.
| You are privileged to be masters of yourselves;
you,can strengthen your memeries, and by a
close application you can train yourselves to
remember the g'nmiinﬂtead of the evil. If any-
body has injured you, forget it. Can you do
so? 1 know you can.

Forget the imperfections of your brethrenp;
for often the injuries which you imagine to
bhave been done, arise through the weakness

of the flesh, and without the individual’s being
‘aware that he has done you-an injury, and when
‘no evil was designed. Judge not according to
the outward appearance, but according tothe
‘intentions of the heart. If they designed to
(injure you they sinned, if they have injured you
without design you are bound. to forgive. Re-
member good prineiples, afid when you hearthe
truth if you have a love for it you will remem-
ber it. :

It is frequently said by mothers, and is a

‘universal characteristic of the rising generation,
*how easy it is for children to learn mischief;
' I do not like to have my children associated
‘with such and such children, or go to this or
]that school.” Do they learn any good? Per-
haps they do a little, and a great deal of evil.
It 18 natural for children to learn that which
they should not, and todo that what they should
not, but no more so than it is for you and me.
There are many now before me who desire
something put in their possesston which would
be injurious to them, therefore donot blame the
children so much for desiring to handle that
which is not meet for them to handle, and to
pessess that which they cannot take care
of. : | .

What shall we do? We will cut off every
avenué of evil, as fast and as far as may lay
in our power. You can stop those evil com-
munications that corrupt good manners in your-

'selves first, and then keep your children as
strictly from evil as possible and not many
generations will pass away ere”the heavens
will acknowledge that there is a reformation
among the Latter Day Saints. How many gen-
erations we do not know, but I sometimes think
that the Lamanites will become a white and
delightsome people about as quick. 1t belongs
to us to commence the work of reformation,
and in the first place to set the example of good
works before our children, and when they grow
up they will say, these are the traditions of my
fathers. They will thus improve a little, and
the next generation will improve a little more,
until the traditions of the children are in ac-
cordance with the principles of the eternal
priesthood, which will produce life and salva-
tion. 4

I will speak a little more upon placing your
affections on beings who are not worthy of
them. Take a prophet, an apostle, a man of
God, one who is just as good in his calling and
capacity as Jesus Christ was in his, a than who
has adorned the doctrine of his profession un-
til he is sealed up unto evernal lives by the pow-
er of the priesthood, one who is sure of a
glorious resurection, and let him desire to have
awife. Now suppose that he gains the affec-
tion of a lovely woman -and marries her, how
much shall that righteous man love that wo-
man? Shall he say ‘I love this woman to such
a-degree that I will go to hell rather than not

have her, I will do even this rather than lose
my wife?? No, for you ought to love a woman
only so far as she adorns the doctrine you pro-
fess; so far as she adorns that doctrine just so
far let your love extend to her. When will she
be worthy of the full extent of your affection?
When she has lived long enough to secure to
herself a glorious resurrection and an eternal

exaltation as your companion, and never until
then.

Elders, never love your wives one hair’s
breadth further than they adorn the gospel,
never love them so but that you can leave them
ata moment’s warning without shedding a tear.
Should you love a child any more than this?
No. Here are apostles and prophets who are
destined to be exalted with the Gods, to be-
come rulers in the kingdoms of our Father, to
become equal with the Father and the Son, and
will you let {Eour affections be unduly placed
on anything this side that kingdom and glory?
If you do you disgrace your calling and priest-
hood. every moment that persons in this
church suffer their affections to be immoderate-
ly placed u%qn an object this sid® the celestial
kingdem, they disgrace their profession and
calling. When you love your wives and child-
ren, are fond of your horses, your carriages,

your fine houses, your goods and chattels, or




