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A FEBRUARY VALENTINE.

O February, you are keenl

Your smiles are few and far between;
And yet no other time of year

Is half 80 welcome and so dear!

The monthe in glad procession go,

Their arms with offerings overtlow,

For each some wondrous gift has brought
Avnd into earth’s dull fabric wrought.

*Tia April the first violet brings,

But May a host upon us springs;
And a8 its banners fade from sight,
She too dissoiven in bloom and light.

Though Juna into her g'owing rosc
The ardor of her whole geul throws,
ahe thinks with anguish of July,

1o whose hot grasp it soon must die.

Of drifting rnow and dazzling spell
By sunlight woeven what need to teil?
Of, trackless plains and perfect moons
Whereby the nights excel the noons.

No month is ever twice the same,

Yet do you put them all to shame;

Yours i5 a more abidiog worth,

Bweet month that brought my Love to eartht

Whatever warmth your bands deny
‘o sullen earth and sullen sky,
wWhatever hue or gifi or grace,

Has found exprossion in her face.

For all the ills the winter senda
One Lwought will alwaye muke amenda:
Upon a February morn
The sunniest of her pox was born!
Lucy €. Bull

THE BANNOCK STAKE OF ZION.

FENSON.

BY ANDREW

MENAN WARD.

wWilliam Nephi Stephens, Bishop;
Oscar William Greeley Green, Firat
Ccunselor; Spencer Vaness Raymond,
Becond Counselor.

Menan Ward, the oldest ‘““Mormon??
gettlement in the Bannock Stake of
Zion,consists of the Saints residing on
the west end of Poole’s Island, thus
named in honor of John R. Poole, the
first settler. It is also called Long Is-
lJand. The ward extenda east to the
Liakelle Ward or to the towpship line
between Ranges 38 and 39 east. It is
pine miles long with an average width
of three miles. The whole Island,
which is one of the choicest spot in the
upper Bnake River Valley, is about
twenty-five miles long and ranges
from obe to three miles in width, the

west end being the widest. It is sep-
arated from the maiu land by the lar-
gest channpel of Snake River, on the
porth, and the so-called “Dry Bed,”
on the south. This latler stream was
undoubtedly dry once, but is now a
large river, with a swift and dangerous
current, so that the only means of
crosging it I8 by ferry most of the time.
The Big Buttes Ferry is the means of
communication between Poole's Is-
iand and the main land on the north.

Fine groves of timber and numerous
clusters of cottonwood trees beautlfy
the island, which is also noted for its
extensive meadows and very rich and
productive soil.

Only a small portion of the people
live on the townsite, the others resid-
ing en their farms.

The Menan townsite comprises 320
acres of Jand and is part of sectiun 33
in township 5 north, range 38 east,
Boise Meridian. It is 17 miles, by way
of ferry, north of Eagle Rock and
about sixteen miles south west of Rex-
burg. In astraight line it is only two
wiles north of Louisville. (See map
on Page 180).

About two miles eastof the Menan
townsite stands a peculiar oblong hiil
known as Cedar Buttes, also called
Little Buttes to distinguish it from the
Big Buttes, or Craters, on the main
land. The f‘Little Buttes’> bave a
height of about one hundred feet, and
is about half a mile long from north to
south; it is covered with small cedars.
A deep depression in the middle
gives it the appearance of two buttes.
The ascent from the west is quite steep,
while the slope is more gradual from
the opposite side.

HisTory.—The beautiful and fertile
island pow kngwn as Poole’s Island
lay “‘for many years as if lost to the
busy world, except when visited by
some trapper in search of such wealth
as he might ocecasionally find in beaver
and wild animals, which were found in
ereat numbers along the banks of the
Snake River, or perhaps some nor-
matie stock owner who had located
here for the convenience of water and
pastures which nature seemed tolavish
in bestowing upon this lovely land. It
lay here as if hidden from the outside
world by the protecting hand of Provi-
dence for the future home.of Latter-day
Baints, those of God’s children who may
choose to locate here snd sanctify the
land hy keeping the statutesand judg-
ments of the Almighty, until February,
1879, when Eider John R. Poole being
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attracted here by reports of wili game
in great abundance vigited the island,
after which he proceeded to Ogden,
Utah, where he resided, and reported
what he had seen and kpew of the
country to Franklin D. Richards, whg
gave him a letter of instruction, author-
izing him to induce settlers to come
here and he was to preside over them.

Duriog that year (1879) that part of
the country was surveyed by the
government.

In March, 1879, Joseph C. Flsher
moved his famliy to the island and
located pear the ¢*Little Buties.” This
wan the first Latter-day Baint family
on the island. Previous to this a few
non- Mormon stockmen had
temporary ranches there.

In April, 1879, Jobn R. Poole again
visited the island and set teams to
plowing at a point northeast of the
‘‘Liittle Buttes,”* which was the first
plowing ever done on the island. In
a letter which he, under date of A pril
20, 1879, sent to Apostle Franklin
D. Richards, he writes:

T left Ogden April 1, 1879, and ar-
rived in Blackfoot the same day. After
visiting my railroad ¢amp I, together
with others, proceeded to the vicinity
of the forke of Snake River and thence
to the mouth of the South Fork Can-
yon, where we encamped for the Bun-
day. On Monday. A pril 7, we procured
1 boat and crossed the Bouth Fork, On
that and the following day, in com-
pany with Frederlck Garper and
others, I prospected the country be-
tween the two forks of Snake River,
as far gs we could within the limited
time we had at our disposal and the
means of conveyance iu our possesslon;
for the boat with which we had to cross
the river was too small to take our ani-
mals over. Inthe evening of the 8th
we re-crossed the river to camp, and in
the evening of the 9th we arrived at the
‘‘Liittle Buttes,” or mounds,standingon
the south side of the river, direcily
south of and within three miles of the
forke of Snake River. Oun the 10th, as-
aisted by Brother Garmer and others, 1
selected a section of land Jying west of
and adjacent to the buttes for a town-
pite. Afterwards we gelected and lo-
cated lavds for farme, all of which
wae Jone agreeably and te the
entire satigfaction of all present. Our
little company consisted of fifteerr
souls, among whom were three broth-
ers by the name of Wilson, of West
Weber, Utah, Brother Fred. Garner
and-brothers, James Pinecnck, my son
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