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A FEBRUARY VALENTINE

0 february youyon are keen I1

your smiles are few and far between
and yet no other time of year
isie half so welcome and so dear I1

the months in glad procession go
their arms with offeofferingsringe overflow
for each some wondrous gift has In rought
and into earths dulldalI1 fabric wrought

tieme april the first violet brings
but mayhay a host upon us springs
and as its banners fade from sight
she too dissolves in bloom and light

though june into her gowing rose
the ardor of her whole soulseul throws
she thinks with anguish of july
in whose hot grasp it soon must die

of drifting enow and dazzling spell
by sunlight woven what need to tell
of trackless plains and perfect moons
whereby the nights excel the

no month is ever twice the same
yettet do you put them all to shame
yours is a more abiding worth
sweet month that brought my love to earth I1

whatever warmth your handsbands deny
to sullen earth and sullen sky
whatever hue or gift or grace
has found expression in her face

tor all the ills the winter sends
one bought will always make amends
upon a february morn
the sunniestfunniestsun niest of her sex was bornbom I1

lucy C bull

THE BANNOCK STAKE OF ZION

BY ANDREW JENSON

WENANMENAN WWARDD

william nephi stephenshens bishop
oscaroscar william greeley green first
counselor spencer vaness raymond
second counselor

menan ward the oldest mormon
settlement in the bannock stake of
zion consists of the saints residing on
the west end of pooled island thus
named in honor of john BR poole the
first settler it is also called long is-
land the ward extends east to the
latellelabelle ward or to the township line
between ranges 8838 and 39 east it is
nine miles long with an average width
of three miles the whole island
which is one of the choicest spot in the
upper snake riverbiver valley tois about
twenty five miles long and ranges
from one to three miles in width the

west end being the widest it is sep-
arated from thothe main land by the lar-
gest channel of snake river on the
north and the so called dry bed
on the south this latter stream was
undoubtedly dry once but is now a
large river with a swift and dangerous
current so that the only means of
crossing it is by ferry most of the time
the big buttes ferry is the means of
communication between pooles le-
land

is-
land and the main land on the north

fine groves of timber and numerous
clusters of cottonwood trees beautify
the island which is also noted for its
extensive meadows and very rich rodand
productive soil

only a small portion of the people
live on the townsite the others resid-
ing onen their farms

the menan Itowtownsitenette comprises
acres of land and is part of section 33
in township 5 north range 88 east
boise meridian it is 17 miles by way
of ferry north of eagle rockbock and
about sixteen milea southsouthwestwest of rexbex
burg in a samistraightht line it is only two
miles north of louisville see MIPmap
on page i1

about two miles east of the menan
townsite stands a peculiar oblong hillbill
known as cedar buttesbutte also called
little buttes to distinguish it from the
big buttes or craters on the main
land the little buttes have a
height of about one hundred feet and
is about half a mile long from north to
south it is covered with small cedars
A deep depression in the middle
gives it the appearance of two buttes
the ascent from the west is quite steep
while the slope is more gradual from
the opposite side

HISTORY the beautiful and fertile
island now known asaa pooles island
jay for many years as if lost to the
busy world except when visited by
some trapper in search of such wealth
as be might occasionally find in beaver
and wild were found in
areatareat numbers along the banks of the
snake riverbiver or perhaps some nor
matic stock owner who had located
here for the convenience of water and
pasturespasi turee which nature seemed to lavish
in bestowing upon this lovely land it
lay here as if bidden from the outside
world by the protecting hand of provi-
dence forfoi the future home of latter day
saints those ofgods children who may
choose to locate here and sanctify the
land by keeping the statutes and jjudg-
ments ofthe almighty until february
1879 when elder john BR poole being

attracted here by reports of wild game
in great abundance visited the island
after which he proceeded to ogden
utah where he resided and reported
what he hadbad seen and knew orof the
country to franklin D richards whwbk
gave him a letter of instruction author-
izing him to induce settlers to come
here and hebe was to preside over them

during that year 1879 that part of
the country was surveyed by the
government

in march 1879 joseph C fisher
moved his family to the island and
located near the little batlesbuties this
was the first latter day saint family
on the island previous to this a few
non mormon stockmenstockmen had located
temporary ranches there

in april 1879 john KR poole again
visited the island and set teams to
plowing at a point northeast of the
little buttes which was the first

plowingplow ing ever done on the island in
a letter which hebe under date of april
20 1879 sent totj apostle franklin
D richards he writes

1 I left ogden april 1 1879 and ar-
rived in blackfoot the same day after
visiting my railroad tampamp I1 together
with others proceeded to the vicinity
of the forks of snake river and thence
to the mouth of the south fork can-
yon where we encamped for the sun-
day on monday april 7 weAprocured
a boat and crossed the south forkork on
that and the following day in com-
pany with Frederfredericklek garner andrnythereothers I1 prospected the countcountrywiver

be-
tween the two forks of snake river
as far as we could within the I1limitedcited
time we had at our disposal and the
means of conveyance in our possession
for the boat with which we had to crosscroes
the river was too small to take our ani-
mals over in the evening of the ath
we re crossed the liver to camp and in
the evening of the ath we arrived at the
little buttes7 or

the south side of the river directly
south of and within three miles of the
forks of snake river on the as-
sisted by brother garner and others I1
selected a section of land lying west of
and adjacent to the buttes for a town-
site afterwards we selected and lo-
cated laudslands for farms all of which
was jodedone agreeably and to the
entire satisfaction of all present our
little company consisted of fifteen
souls among whom were three broth-
ers by the name of wilson of went
weber utah brother fred garner
and brothers jamesjamee my son


