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ChAPTER 1

at el

It 11sad TW f vr r wuwal early evening fTb
R M daday hadbad been perfect aDdDd nwnow tlthe
t lw

III
nOd
no slanting ray 0of the eunUD ltlit up with

bewlp
Ia InC IT rd radiance tthebe ccharmingb rInn-

IleIlehe middle aan landscape Variegated lowrflower

Ias there ith ti pled the meadow wihwith beauteOUS
MIt a whichbleb contrasted yetJeterII over tb eled with the brilliant tapestry 0oft

illIon bbaa
nort
tfIl1 green TheTh hilhill andaDd gentleentrSea 1

I

lloarundaroUnd the little viavillage of N

07ud UpPer reth presented a ot panoramic
1 butbeauty worthy otof an a cncanua

IL11 t In the bright luneun
D I light otof a electItar daysday the icenecne

4 u now softened Into a yetJet
TOnTOI r glory In Ihthe yellowelow light

ot the lunaun
coa0I t PP JUIJUSt Ia the funaun wual beginning to

apper behind Ihthe mountains graceful
outline twoIwo mn appeared walking

0JJ toward the v ia 11 They were In urearur-
tt neat andnt1 tbthey glancedlance atal vachlarh other In

Ici If laebeach Wawaa pained at the utter
of hi0 companion

EKLY TrThere walWa yet In I

ththe appearance ofoC the two Both were I

youngyun bothbolh were active andnd welwell I

formed there wasaan
In their demeanor antiand conversation i

which that both were depdeep
find thoroughly In

their thought Bolh worwore an air 0ofIONON TO leadership asal ItIC to
thought and actonaction upon their comcom-
I

I

I and to moulmould othera to their
willm

The WIwac In 10 ontunu
In their demeanordemeanor One wuwas lIght 01r complexion t ith brown waywavy
blue frankIk Ieleye ItoHe WAwas lea grace
tulful thanlion hila companion and more aUself

In andmovement speech In2 dledeed he would bbe tAken at A glance forCorCo-
rone

for-
oneone otof the uncultured yet coun

or Gil I whom the educAted
otof Juila affected to

IIt was as ellaretcar that the oilier Wawas one
0of thOlthose 11Ills drflashed wIth the ofpride 0 intellectual

and suPeriority Jlits moremoe
ments were motmou studied thAIthan tho0of
the and Indeed hihis entreentire dede-
meanormeanor wasos lacking In the oopenn frank
ness so80 in hihis lieHp waswas-

handan Thurshurl
one who waswaa to dtpleep melmell
InUre thought on every actionotof anIton terest rather thanIhan generous

and the C being hishb gulleguide
AsAa they commenced the ascent 0of the

V

hilull on whose summit Nazareth Wiwaa
U
vI p

hullbuilt the Judan abruptly and
fedeyed with apparent disdain the charm
Ing

te C No wonder youOU are
looking fortor somethIng
he Mid One who gazes day andlusED TO TH night winter and summer on the

iONON LIST
dreary monotony ofoC lull and plain un
relendrelieved by the brilliance otof glistening

to10 cle dome and palace can find
to fromrom the duldull thoughts suchluch InIn-

spire
In-

spirespire only by above the earth
1 end hoping to findnd there IItIs only the Involuntary upward

glancIng 0f the eye made weryweary by

133 Thou dost not
J Let thine etlcyra retrest on suchuch scenes
t Bas WIve otof see dalydaily interi

thEthe Judean and thou
t seck no farther fortor satisfaction What

doesdoel the world holhold more beautiful
than the ofoC Solomon reproduced

t In added splendor and hyby
the greatgrent Or the househoule otof

4

i Hero surp ln ninil other 0of
I JudeaJuden on the mount 0of Olives

8
I and lolelook down upon Jerusalem Olvesthou I

rent 5

wiwilt desire no greater honor than to10to-

R
take part In the stirring scenes enacted
In the city

3 RIER nuthut
WhwJ dOlt thou listen EatEarn wihwith

Itat Vernal i
auch credulity to10 tale 0of the

at public oue What nonsense Is It thou wert
telling me but now What means thyatory otof a virgins miraculous concep

g at the na notable birth In Bethlehem
wu threethre weeks agor a new Itaritar strangestrange-
rr lIghts angelic voices the shepherdsadoration bitIn It not that thine Ignor-

ante

0 it ant returning fromrom Ithehetaxing In the elcIty oroC Davi were filledI T Od with winewih alil have seen these sIghts
i In their IIt II suchluch a story

rc been I nour old dames and senile chroniclers
iT sail nay teltell but Is18 It worthworthy the bletbelief
lIt Lake of such as thou and nI

lieHe paulelpaused andond the look otof contempt
f deepened Into aieone 0of suspicion ant

And who Is this king 0of the JewsellI vs W-at nneedd have we otof na king Theon mightymight Augustus In the seat otof thegram wil Cat the great and wlwisee Inthe mast the place 0of the haveHerogiven
iak us splendor magnificence
a aM a And taxation Interrupted

withlh na quiet smile IIt wawas a home
d of thrust The Judean colored ddeeplyply

Indand fortor 1a mmmomentnt wasvai at na lossloas foror
an answeranBerw

a he But what Iii the payment 0of a fewew
later w paltry Mid he at length

compared withlh the gloryglor glengiven uui by
the splendid rule 0of Rome

a MiAh saidaid the GalIAnOuthou Bat totoo truly that Rome givesuUI tierber glory Intended bby IsJIart of to bbe the light ofoC the world hahasa become ala the monmoon reflecting anionly an
ad 1 Iota otof the glorylory which RomeHome
rd ws shedshO upon h er Even Ihthy own

graciously
name

sibii IlYIy friend II borrowed fromCram tbthy mumater nalonnation 18as thy people borrow their
vs JHastt thou ceased lookingn r forward to Ihthe hoPhope 0of alalt true eonsotof One shall arisearlei Ihalus to be the 8SIN shedding aamonItruetruJa ntnot a borrowed radiance on lriIsrael and
Dry

OnI the worlworld Ftctl on thee hanutotn Prefer the rulerulo otof Romepeter to the reign
0of Immanuel

rUb hutnave thy is1 to or to woraWhatro
Iallisd weewore thy life thenal 2I my IIlife northorth now devotIIIh at t eeu aas It IIis to the service 0of such a
weo I

0
per

the fas Rome here Iis the
af martna which ledan the might and Judas Itp o t tothe deedPO which have rendeI rendered themImmortal DDoes hold theirnow j Then IsII OurTn great torluau orbat rulrules Joh not

I Idea HiIlls speechch alas Imimpetuous KluHdHad hebeii been Ireuthe hen and moret liehe might hive leniee ththe mor
sinister uI elann which clothed the tcountenance otofan the Judean nutBut It wuwas ononlyI

taou
fallI teythey

AsAI the brief
Ihlthe

twilight tra0of UIthe
to

wt JhAb MirIam exclaimed Ezra withp mingled U and surprise a aa maiden I from an adjoiningtretIrl r bright Ieyeu and oldengoldenhairte be tohardisplayettheir
not the tulfull Irhlight otof day

beauty They seemedto ad a radiance to theSW twilight undandher rbrube clingingliti slender to10
H br but wellel rounded formtorIa enteru j of light which chained

U thIrapturous attention of the two
l SmIth

youngOUt men
C wasa HesPecially affectedAAi af teI presented himth to0Ihl Irlgirl u hihis friend sadaadhIbe bowed lowrdand then11perMd to devour brher witti thIdeeyesens Notot for hlfo aa Instantal as tWalked aonan didid hhe withdraw

r

L
E

A

i ii0

blhis pilgain ruinrom her facetace and figureI To
the questionS ald roisis-

markmakmark of Jl he mad wilyonly

II HII mInd wuwas nu longerlonger-
ononcJerusalem the King 0of
the JIJens Nazareth or Caesar
thought udand lulsoul were centracentered onon the

0of before himhim-
AtAtt length he leftleCt them to hihis

lodging while lraara walked wihwith lrlalain to10 heher heme
I fear thy friend aishe saidaid wihwith aashudderudder

lieHe teafears ththee not my Miriam alails
Ezra wihwith a baa
amsmileleWould hihis admiration were frfear

hat dan feelingeUn but the onone he
howchow lrlie hasha iAan evilvl spirit

IIs JIt requires only An occa
don1100 to malemake him thinsthine enemenemy PraPray
God hilhis admiration fortor thy betrothed
may not givehf occasioncalonLaughing at her fears ICara leftIft herher-
AlitAl her fathers dordoor and then walked
thoughtfully homeward beneath the
brilliant staretr

n1
Jm u

Her plapalace lalay In
splendor under the brilantbrilliant aay sunurThe IrUstreets 0of Jerusalem were thronged
wihwith traders Indand whoho uexex-
changedchanged friendly greetings goodha
lurlured badinage or threatsthreat and vie10

lenC
Iinn the crowd wrwere Iermen 0of various lana

tione In strangetare fantastic garbrb They
gazed wihwith Interest on the
buIldings which the luxurious hutbut
prodigal And oppressive leroe had
hlllbulit The was strange to men
who had tratraveledvl Coror days andami wWeekk
Amid the deserts and harelbarren hills 0of
Arabia and JulJudsie

wealWear It Wllwas noiio wonder that thethey
walked uas In11 a dildase nor that thythey
were tHtb object ofoC remarkhark and rIdicule

trlfrom th loungloungersrs
One grulgroup otof ththese travelers howhow-

everever differed rein the retrest Their dress
was1 strange to Jerusalem hutbut IIt was
lutHut grotesque They were titanmen 0of 1so
herr thoughtful mien their faces turffurfur-
rowedrowerowed with the utica 0of deep serious

the men 0of
the group were venerable As they
walked toward the Inn near the palpal-
ace place ofat the eyes 0of the crowd
were turned tOtowardrd them with
tarytarr respectful attention

Who arare they 7 a richly
dressed a RomanHoman soldier

I1 kno lotnot answered the soldier
Apparently they arare from the east

but whether lartParsee or
I klowknow not

Taking upUI their lognlodging In the Inn
these men sett strangee rumoNrumors afloat by
theIr questions Is he that Is

Irnborn Ring of lieUle JewsJewl For we have
seen
to worship

his starItar
him

In the east alland oreare come

0Of alall who cameume to10 fesee them 0of tholewhom tile met In thelel streets 0of
Scribe Sadducee and
they asked this question until lietho
clcity wwas filled wilwith the strange rumor
that at last Jehovahah hAd looked upon
his people and sent themloketheir ulonilede

TheTue rumor reached the ears 0of

lero brought to him hby curious wonvon
mn

Wherehere Is he thatt Iis brborn King otof thetho
JewsJew they akeasked antand who Is liehe

lying on his 10bed In his richly
furnished palace wasvas gretygreatly disturbed
byf these rumors lelie walwas In the lutyearear orof hihis life OlOld before hllhis time
wasted by broughbrought upon himhini
bby hilila excesses tIlled wihwith
remorse foror hlllila murder 0of wife childchild-
renrnren and frendfriends Ilshis Pacepeace otof mildmind
Wawas gotieOi from him And eveneen thehe shadshad-
ow

shad-
owow 0of a rumor 18was enough to cause
him serious ear Had one come to dldie

hishll right to tle WAWas the power
0of Hore tlt hint toIn hha 1

fledrd who rtnd where wvas thei ICingirof
the Jews

could notnol restt until theshoes qUeques
ton were answered lieHe could not
brook eeleven the thought 0of 3a rival be
IngIne hornborn to dispute wihwIth him authority
overoer Ihthe Jews or to the roterulo
of hIhis Smil

lutBut liehe was ia craft asal he WOIwas susus
Ulie called Into his councIl

chamber niall the chief priests and
elderelders 0of the JewsJew and alkeasked them
where It Wawas probable the expected
king was brnborn Theyhey knew that liethBelh
lehem wasIU the clcity ofoC David and thetho
king would likely be ofat his lneline They

Ihthe prophecy that out
otof ato corecoins the DeliverDeliver-
erer 0of the Jews In answer
to Hros questioning thethey gave the
opInIon that the new king would hobe
roundfound In Bethlehem

the Jims ner laylar on
hishll bedll foror awhile absorbed In thoughtthought
Theh question which hadbad filled Jerusa
leniJem the arrival 0of the wilocIse men
from the eastat was uppermostt In his
thought and would not bbe queued

Wherehere laIi the kIng 0of the Jews and
who Iis liehe need 0of another

Am notnol I ththenefriend 0of the
JewsJewl and ofoC Caesar WhWhy then lreare
they alwaysahuy looking forward forCor the
cringcoining otof a deliverer 1I my kingdom

I

only temporary And isII Iit sso hateful
to the whomhom I1 am always seek
Inlag to conciliate

These Mid otner questions
Hero asked himself are the onelones
which and lususpicion alAIal-
waysways ukask otof tyrannytranny In his oleold age
and ddeclining Irllife Urronu confrontconfront-
eded1 hyby the universal Problem otof makmak-
InelagIne himself and hishll Influence immortal
And hebr would nothing which
endangered hishll throne and the stability
otof hi Ihlline otof succession Hence hIs

Intand suspicion 0of this new kIng
0of the JJews

A step In the corridor caught hishll sen

lrear Whotho isII thereIhen hhe cried In
alarm andnd thenIhn adredadded Ua a0 welwell knowlknown
figure appeared Ah isIIlure It
thou Thy coming isII moat opportunemOAPerhaps thou eanet alweranswer Ihlthis ant
versal concerning theerl new
king 0of the JewsInThThe Judean advanced confidently andI enty

toward Hertiered concealing
mOtmoat skillfully the liebe telfelt InIn-
thethe subject fortor he had thought deeplydeplyon
disbelief

the warawords 0of Eira this pretending

ThyThey my he bahas been brnborn at Heth
he Ildsaid with

ferenee
The chief prempriests anand elders nay hlie

should bbe brnborn at anaM
Herod But thou Mt hahas

brnbeen D-t thou know thathint lilahis bIrth
walwas thr-

A
therethere-

AsAAs welwell Aas one mayInay know anything
from an old dI talelale and
exaggerated by drunken men D-tDolt
thou Minebelieve the adagedae In yO verver-
itas lrlu IIf 1so thou beleebellee thAt

truth
drunken havehavo told the

WhitWhat hahave thethey told thee aAkenaked

Herolisted eagerly rising with toto-
a

to-
ftfta reclining I elIOCampoCarrll nutiut of hll proud
Iuiou rr ln trf mind bby tMthe butbeauty oof
hi thtb n repented the etorstory

EL11i 11 hmhim AsAI liehe proceededeltHI S f Messianic hope shone
11 t III UI larkark eyesu lighting upUI hilhihi-

rr e 1 t r which proveproved
him a Jew by birth and feeling thouthoughh

IfIf-
iEiE

o
striving to make himself Aa Homan byby-
aaadoption adand bby education IIt wuwas a
radiant night In springtime The bibills
otof Bethlehem werewe bathed In

and there thehe shepherds
wachtwatched their louflocks The whIte rotroofs
0of Bethlehem In the Ioumoonmoon-
lightlight Drowsily the guardpard leanleanedd on

hihis spearpar watching the dying ember
0of the lrfire aldand listening to the taintfaint
nibbling otof the browsing sheep Far
tar away In ththe infinite depths otof Ihthe
bileblue ether thoIho stars bluebiased forth their

shedding a melomellow radiance on

hihill andad allBut now the attention 0of the guardguard-
IsIsII no10 longer on browsing sheephep and dd-

In
dy

Inlag emblaembers In rapt hlhis

Pigale IIs on the hheavens There amid
the startar isII A of light no momore
luminoUS thalthan thythey yetet vastly
eat IIt descends toward the
grouprup orof shepherds The spring to0
their fetfeet In amassment at another
apparition In the midst 0of the tight
formingarmin a nucleus to Iit and
tntag IIts brilliance abulabout hllhi leron IIIsIs-

anan angel hta countenance Iklike
ning hi eoeyes lIke the sunun at nondaynoonday
ButnUL hishll aspect not hihis manner IIis tel

Voiceolce and wordsword ICare Infinitely
gracious alland tender Fear not he
soothingly saysNY to tlethe quaking hiephep
herds For tOIatoday IIIs brborn to you InIn-

the
in-

thethe city ofat DavidDuM a kinking who I Christ
the lordIN Then the light braklbreaks Into

each one IILvisage and from thelthese assembled 1

bursts forth the chant 0of Praise OlorGlory
to OoGod tnin thelie highest and on earth
Ilace goodo11will to mennien Then Ias the
glory fails andamI thelie hostsheavenly risceecede train the wondering SAgase otof the
shepherds fainter and fainter corneacomes
thisthe refrain OlorGlory to OoGod In the high

men
eteat and on earth PAcepeace goadoowiwill toto-
men

to-
men

Such 0 said the youngoung tAnman
hishll manner suddenly changing fromrmgrIgravity to light raillery Iis the story
SundsSounds Iit nott like na rhapsody born Inin-
thethetho minds 0of ignorant In

wihwith the stronger vintage 0of

ButDut manner dId not change

Pso radlreadily During alall thetho recital he
hudhad narrowly watched the facetace of SylSyl-
vanusonusvanus and had hung on every word
wihwith rapt attention And when worthe
JeJew appeared In the lokslooks and orsof his youngoung o r 11ii viewed the ex

wihwhIt alarm forCor hIhe lWsaw thertherethere-
inIn an echo 0of the universal opinion 0of
the Jews that a Messiah wawas to come
and brekbreak the yokeoke 0of HoreRome romrein the
neck otof IsraelIsrnel Ami this fact must be
unconsciously manifested by one 0of his
sworn eveneen while liehe was
bigIng to show himself A friend to Herod

markedd apparent
suspicion and proceeded to reassure
himburn Dost thou think 0 Hero that I
believe this story nsas I amam-
andand thy officer mamay I cnncan I turn
from mmy allegiance to thee to follow
after fable No0 no The world has
but one emperor the might Augustus
IraelIsrael IIhas but one king the great Ierod When Augustus caine to10 rule hoheh-
ewawawas the Promisede InIn-

thethelie reign 0of Plcpeace In him the sceptre
hillisa departed fromrm IraelIsrael anti the only
lawgiver we havehav or care to have Is

tthou my masterna ter
dWIY U tyUI Her

od asked01Command me the other
UIt thou that thin puling Infant ilbe roundfound 01arid slain

Hold softlyor st ll-

HerHer liee wil and not totoo hathasty
Bethlehem Is but IIsix miesmiles distant and
news 0of danger travels SWUswiftly hutBut
hithast thou heard 0of those wise men who
liarshue come from he east to visit anti
worship this Messiah ThThe wilvise are
duldull enough to execute m and
Ihlethese wise men shall I use foror 1mlINpose thou that ththey IoIelodge
At the neighboring Inn BringDring them

themthem-
As

hither Sylvanus that I mimay question

AlAs the youngoung omee departed to perper-
form prformCorm iiAlila errand the 0of emo

within his soulBoul manifested I

cearlclearly In his facetace On the one handlianI

wasvas the hope 0of his Jewish originI

and training that ntat smsome I

would be supreme and her
subdue alall enemies under lilahIs feetft OrOnOr-

the
II

the other hand were the desires springspring-
IngIng fromrom hishla present worldly ambition
to rierise high In thethc kingdom 0of I

and the empire 0of nome lutBut the strug-
gleKlegle was Irlobrief and the question was dlosas we weak mortals often I

those the standpoint 001

the flesh not otof the spirit
In a fewtew moments he returned usherusher-

Ing
usher-

IngIng the inagi Into presence InIn-

the
In-

thethe meantime the king completely
changed his demeanor Though 8stilltlI

racked wihwith pain and loathsome withI

hilhis disease hlbe assumed a calmness anti
thoughtfulness which liehe rightly considconsid-
eredereered would confirm In the minds Q th
wilewise men the Idea hohe desired should be

liehe Ialins alan orthodox
convert to and a believer InI

the expected IelahIllsHis interview wihwith the wlvise montmen was I

brief SSo successfully he conc al
hfhis l that liehe exacted
fromrm them a promise to return to himI

when Hiethey hallhad found theho child antianI
brinKbring him word lint he might know
where to10 go and pypay similar devotion

Dismissing the travelers hohe called
Sylvanus closclose to his itTe and together
thethey talked In low tones 0of tIme plot

hail In mind And to ththee 81
anus he said as their interview

closed I1 trust its execution Let thelthese
but bring me wordward 0of timethe whowhore

about 0of this bMboasted kinking unit not niall
the thunders 0of the Jews Jehovah shall

11save him from mmy wrathrath
As Sylvanus departed from the coun

elcli hil thoughts were In na
tumulttumult Doubt and fear loveloe lint

I

rdred faith and unbelief struggled toto-
gethergether and Iit required alall his 1

I

trl to avoid na betrayal 0of hillila emotions
to the loiterers among whom he walked
nutBut ringing In his mind aboveaboe alalL hIs
baser thoughts was the beautiful reome

trainrin he hind repeated to Heroflared Glory
to GoGod IIin the highest and on earth
peace good wiwill to

HIll
The wiseImen hallhad taken their depart

UNare to Bethlehem aand11 ththe star went
beforebeCore them and guided them to the
hOIhouse where the bbbabe lalay Ass they na

terththe Iren otof the divine purity
lying In hishll mothers arms alall the eler

emotions of sulsoul and
sensen vere arulearoused to10 their hl Reae
tYly and with tears 0of gratitude and
Iray otof adoratIon the bowebowed bbebe-
foretofore the hbbabe and poured their rich
Irlrifts 0of goldold frankincense and myrrh
intoInlo his lap Then wihwIth a Inhin
gering Ilegaze In which alall the worshIp
and devotion otof a lifetime otof prayer and
inward contemplation were

0od they leftleCt ththe sacredpresence
That night their dreams were troubledu 8 otof blblood and death dis

their rest antInl the one themerunning through sleeping Indand wakIng
hourours raelS Intended cruelty to

t
I Ipt P P

1

walward the bbbabe ts1 ththe aroarose the next
morning they gazedald at one another
wihwith serious questioning eyes hach
divined the thought of ninil the restt and
the eldest Misaid wihwIth alall antiAncl

Let usUI back anotherLt rgo by
way foror Her seeks to10 do the child
harm lrU must Itno know Ilits restingUn
place JI volvoice wowas ththe voice orofo-
ralalall and with lullsouls uam thethe-

IUIUsoulsI otof nnnone 0of tirthe magi otof the uteast
had been satisfied before ththey toktook nnanan-
otherother rUlfroute to their hOILHerBerod awaited their return toto-

ll I i11m
patiently Ibthenn furious withlb suspenseIU nThe hothol IrlIrOUS ofoC remorse andond tearr wore i

thrust Into hihis Poul and the dread 0of
I

approaching death was strong within
him Would bhe didie before liebe could find
this kingkine andnd slay11 him Would he
leYeleave to weakerekr andnd Ieeu
handshand Ihlhe talefate otof thethe Infant rival to hihits

Inline and thus endanger Ihthe thrones 0of
hllhi suns TeThe thought waswa unbarIbl to hIm Ielie could notnol help knowknow-
In

know-
ingIning that teryerdday Jhis bralbreathh wawas bbebe-
comingcoming fouler andn mormore IIhis
lehflesh
tense

more loathsome hishll pain mormore In

Sylvanus who was1 Ilila constant
attendant adand closest confidant
watched the working otof these
with mingled pleasure antiamI anxiety
pleasure bulebecause bhe Isaw the
ty of testing the Messianic 0of
Ezraa andnd quieting o0 confirming hhissownown
fears anxIety because hthe feared HerHe-
rososcould bbe perfected

before plans foror thehe final tetteat

The nrnew kinking 0of the Jews mustmut hbe dede-
stroyed and wihwith Hmhim the Mesestank hopshoe alil alall rivalry to
nomanfloman rule hr attaIned
Sylvanus knew that hhe would be lnIn
this Ileline 0of preferment In he kingdom
ofoC HerO antiand hihis anti his

mIght evenfn loklook forwardorwardant to10to-
aa position In the court oof AndAnd-
aa deeper dearer desire him
antiand urged him forward Since thelienight when hrhe met the baubeautifultu I andami
virtuous Miriam his halban cnconcon-
stantly reverted to her To her
WIwan a desire Ias strong 11as hihis
lonion Indeed hhe intended to useue po

1asea means 0of pseasse-
curingcuring her favor lieHe doubted not that
hishla superior birth and education added
to the splendoror otof A position at the
court ofoC a kIlking would be sufficiently

to winIn her from ayany peasant
0of Galilee Besides It EanEsra waswal deardear-
erIrer than a friend to her there was an
easypuy means 0of removing him through
lila unmistakable faith In timethe coming

anti his opposition to the rule
otof nomeflome In tactfact Iit seemed to him
that thim destruction ofoC timethe alleged

would 1 e thA kvkeP to onn
to himburn the dorsdoors otof m ill n 1 iloveve

1

The youngoun officer canoealnInto Ieroheronss
chamber just oCerafter the king hadad had naa-
moremoremare than ordinarily severeIere paroxysm
0of pain As usual hilhis feareAr hailhad arisen
with hIs pain andamid weakness as01 alsoalo his
anxiety to urgeurle torforwardrt hilhis ambitious

Dismissing the other attendattend-
antsants he and Sylvanus remained to
geth forCOl na tmtint In earnestt conversa I

tonlion When arearose and turned
hihIs faceace toward thelie dooror there was naa-
gleamgleam In hihis eyeee and a firmness In hilila

which showedhowethat liehe was prpared foror the event ofoC hilhis lelet-he
life

the casting ofoC a die on which wouldauld
depend fame ardlt fortune or disgrace
Indunit dethdeath

Three hours laterInter hhe was In I thle
hem at lie lurnehead otof a chortcohort 0of menmen-

oo S I

ThreThree daysdarA aterafter Ezras conversation
wihwith Sylvanus the Olleon 11was walk
bigIng wihwith Miriam on thlie road south
wardcad toni Nazareth ApparentApparently thythey
WEre prepared fortor Aa long journey fororor-
thethethey were In garb and Era bgbag of and a bthothot-
tietetie 0of water rimey walkwalked In silence
tOItot Ia fewW 1111 and foror a time 11 I

evadedace her glanceglances nuthut
when they had reached the open councoun-
try

coun-
trytry where no pedestrian might meet
andruin overhear them turned to herhe-
rant

her-
andand saidldantMiriam1r1 thoU no doubt
wh I have thee to go0 withit meme-

I

me-
toto10 I have not dared to tIltell
thee until now fortor terfear the secret
might anti 01evil
followolo Thou mustmut not ask me whence
I had ththe knowledge which I Am
about to impart to thee Let me tell
thee ninil and tholthou canet decide Iif telImay
action Is wiseWIH When was In
Nazareth I repeated to him the story
our told 18us 0of timethe birth otof the

babe hoping that hhe a Jew
would blevebelieve the story rind confess the
muncIe To Imy surprise he turned on
me wih disdain with onan evil excx

on his faceanIwhich showed81 not
merely unbelief but violent opposition
lieHe toltold me In effect that wishing fortortor-
R

for-
aRa nrnew king wawas treason against Home
FromIrom his malnermariner mormore than fromrm lilahis
wordsword I JUdgejudged that liehe would do allalIn his power to falsify OUr te
hope ToTho ellemil thou In hilhIs eye
WAwas not evil against thethee or mrme stillUIworeorae It was evil against the Lords
Christ

lieHe pausedlul Ia moment while Miriam
gazed upon him withth anxious Interest

This morning he continued I rere-
ceived fromCrom a0 traveler thislii message
For thy sake foror ththe sake of Syloanusvanus for thisthe sake otof the Infant kinkin-

go
kingking-

gogo atat once to Bethlehem Whatliat the
meansinsane I1 know not but I tearfear

elevil andond violence to timethe snson 0of the
virgin arid fain would I shield him
I take thee with iCme Miriam aulit danger threatens theho bbbabe sorrow
threatens the mother anti comfort
fromrm na countrywoman would be sweet
to her

thou will
do Inquired the anxious Miriam wi

AlAll laIs conJconjecture JIt IIis
under the influence 0of HeoTIered no evil
wiwill be too greatcreat fortor him to desire
against timethe bbbabe I fearer everything
yetlt know nothing

Thus fearing and talking 0of their

hem
fears they toktook their waway to

The City of David Wiwas beautiful In
the MiMa sun anti quiet were
IsIts walls undanti roofs Quirtquiet the Wen

hishills
where the shepherds watched their
flocksnork nutBut tearfear Indand dismay filled the
hearts 0of tImethe people fortor onan edict 0of
slaughter had goneone forthoth and thithis wasWathelie hour for Ilits In vainolntrembling mothers foldefolded
their Infants In their arms and bared
their ownon breasts to the swordbreIn
vainaln etron fathers the
herdshards starstaff and the goad
to the axes and spears 0of the nomanItoman
soldiers antiand hilhis men were
dent to 11nil appeals fortor mercy andevery child Iinn the villageIAre Irlless thAnant
two yearsears old WAwas sadandtwenty mothers worewere bereaved The
hloof innocent infancy stained lbsstreets otof Bethlehem jutjust as ththree dode
edN later the bloblood otof innocent man
hOthoodI stained cross ThatcrlOIblood Wawas shed to the
Christ thilthIs to laesave the world ItI
sad infant marlmartyrs 1se thrice blessed martremanhood IIf Ihthe crowncronnbleofat greatestst Ilorglory IIs prepared fortor him who diMdiesfortor truth then ausurelyrei the otthesethue children Inand thetho tears blOtotof their I

mothersmothe nextneit only to the blood and

tertears 0of Christ Ihalshall crcry to
God fortor justice anti rewardrardIIt WIwas In tllit 1amidstIIlt otof this cruel
slaughter that EzraEzra smithnd Miriam nr

In Bethlehem The crlcries 0of par
were through pr

timethe
streets ofoC tIlethe clcity and the cruel 51eel
dices were just their workworlotof us01 theIbe two approached
the house Earn hallhiatt reasonaln to

blebelieve the 11 Without
hesitating theytny entered the hOlMhouse walwas
empty and anxiously Ibmspaped from lommourn to romroom yetet
fearing to hdhad the virgIn and her babebbTheThey were not theethere

0 lIars returned too the entrance andjoined Miriam therthere Bhanu and1111 hihis
band otof murderers reached the house

IIt wawag tltile only one they had not viivie
IIIn alnil the others thethey hadnosoughtought

toror the object 0of Ier wrath and
slain without question or remorse each
innocent babe Loudly their
fistsnala clanged against tIllthe dordoor OverOrOver-
comecome byb her own thoughts aridand by timethe
scenes ofoC blodblood and grief she hadbad wiwitwit-
nessed MIramMiriam to the forfloor In 1ataint as1 theIho murderous band rushed
Into the roomroam Shehe lay there a heaphrap1of white insensibilIty Eau stood be
torefore her hihis drawndran sword In histOhand

Coming train Ihthe Ihllight Into the semiml
darkness ofoC the rmroom SylvanusSylvanua at
first failed to recognize hilila former
friend Seeing the white figure on the
lor liehe would have rudely
but EzraElra opposed him Why
thou hither he Idsaid In a finn yetet I

constrained voice eying wihwith grief andnd
contemptt the blobloody swordsword 0of SylSyi

anand Lilahll mIrain
I come b1 order and authorIty 0of
rd SI nu answered

aside fellow thatlist I may do his bIdId
dl ne

The tone Wawas haltlal otol
grief halthalf orof angelanger but alall oof reproof
Sylvanus time voice antI forfor-
R

for-
aRa WIWas Timerhn

11all hthis llola anand I

bil lerv which hdhad beernI

well11 nigh racked by the scenes and In
0of timethe day he cried In

anelilahis ohtonstone ofoC doubt and disdain By UrlI

godsRoda Esra I verlverily believe thou hathast
behind theethre ththy precious virvir-
gin

Ir
ginIn and habbabe fortor whom WIwe have
sought Irin blodblood and death throughout
this dey Ststand11 asideulde that II-
ma

I-

maymamay her on timethe fatherhood
ofat her child for even amongamone the PIOUS

ita may conceive hutbut
nmm virgini neverneer

The taunt was more thinthan Ezra could
endure WihWith a crcry 0of execration he
raised hi and hurled himself
on HlIii firstrt thrust wasas
parried but a second would have fared

IIll wihith the Jurlean hallhad not hilhis fol01
lowers leaped forward anterd the indIgnant man WihWith a laugh
ofoC trIumph Sylvanus the mallmall-en

timid
enens prostrate formCorm and unfolding lienher
armsarmI lokelooked eagerly foror an Infant
there Jlhis rough touch brought hrher
hackback to conscIousness and seeing his

ViMvisage and bloodstained
hAnds sheehe to her frtfeet with aa-
ery

a-
crycryery
ce

0of terror The Judean the evievil

Miriam Miriam exclaimed thetho
agonized man One look otof plypity one

1

word oof loveloe I am not whatwhal I semseem
HutBut with another crcry otof terror the

girl covered h tireface wihwith her
anti fdfled to this otheroilier stile 0of thetho rmroom

Sylvanus overcome bybV unwonted
scenes of blood antand bby averaver-
donliondon to himhim burst Into a tfit 0of passionpassion-
ateate weeping antanti commanding hilhis menmen-
toto followolo rushed into thohe street Inaarid
thence toward Jerusalem I

andnd sorrowfully Ezra Iled
MirIam from thisthe houhouse

Ahh TIara she has ho
babe escaped

Jehovah I hilhis falerfather lieHe 11will alsalso

lilie hilhis answered IlaItira tielIe

out WihWith bowed hedsheads nlanxious hearts toktook up theIr
wearweary back to Nazareth

IV

JerkSrd
The wretched lelIfe 0of HerWawas near

lag ItIts endnd 11Iii a lastlut vaIn attempttempt toI

prolong Iit hhe hdhad Inegone to the warm
springs1 Itat beyond Jordan
to trtry the elerteffert otof drinking aridand batbath
in In the waters tirI But It was
without avaIl lieHe wwas dying bybJ slowIlow

and no healing
could stayta the hindhand 0of GGod fromro exeexa

on him due punishment foror his
many

he sotot out to return to
but reachIng Jericho hehe-

lltikill 10go no ratherfarther and there liehe lay
down upon hll deathdrath bdbed

Since thelie terrible daday At Bethlehem

halhad plunged Into niall the oxex
0of the corrupt court 0of HeroHerod

In ththe hOlohope otof raining respite from
remorse foror hishll evievil acts antiand from grief
at lothingloathing 0of him But one

he nursed antiand encouraged to
thetho forCor EzraEzro Whetherjutjustly or ntnot helie laid on him timethe blame
fortor time elevil impression ofoC hinthim wihwhich
hindhod been made on mind lieHe
WRwas surelure that the deed perper-
formedformedforme byy himhim In Bethlehem which

pr
he

regarded merelmerely asan a dutduty to
waswal construe by Ezra antiami
not onlyonh Ias an act orof crueltY but Ias Alan
attempt to10 destroy the Jewish MessIahreliahlieHr was fully aware that0 they woulwould
not understand or belevebelieve that hishla

hindhall been directed merely
agaInst thelie rival 0of Hero and hishll
lneline that he would recognize And aeac
knowledge as w-nsoon IUas anyoneanone na propprop-
erlyerlerly accredited Christ coming afas rulerotof thelie JevJews This liehe would fain have
the Miriam believelev though It
IIs doubtful Iif he believed Iit himself
But liehe knew that MiriamIrlam would not
hold this opinion otof him or bestow
uponIp him any thought ofoC love 18as long
as she WAS under influence

Therefore It was not merely Mas aa-
rl

a-
rivalrlrivalI but chiefly nias an unfavorable
mentor thit he feared and hatehated his
former friend Since liehe would giveIve
anything hlhis lelife held foror the love ofoC
this girlrl he wasWAI willing to do every
thinKthing possible to rmonremove this obstacle
to the otof hilhint hopeshOIsBut Mothranother duty now devolved upon
him In the weak otof hlllila lastmonths otof lelife Heroinsisted on hayhav
Incing haul uas hihis constant
ant This lutduty wasa riotnot 1so trying its
IonIIon ass nih hArhiA IItn f Iital
hllhim DutBitt whenh n Bas waswaA

c un
often

nn
the onceoueV

hIhe wasIUS left In the silentll nt watches of thelienightflight alonealono wih tle Ilksek man hisposition walwas one otof motmost intense tearfearanti dreaddrad An innocent man wouldhahave Able without fearfar though
notflot without disgust sadInd loathing towatch at Mini a deathbed countingtime quickened pUpulsations11Iona Inhaling thefiercely heated bbreath anand stiflIng untier the foultoulter odors emanatedfrom hil loathsome nut fISlanul waswa not an innocent Titanman miteththe noisome watersater otof conniption andmurder which were surgingur about thenlthroat 0of the Wretched liehe hadItset hihis feet And It seemed butLut a mat0of ira untilnuhhe allalsomewoul1 libe submerged ForPor the

otofmllethe
slime anand qUIrkquick sandriver blbed otof sin yieldsrarely upthe victim whohn lbegins the fatal entrance IntoInlo ItsIta depthsrn

TaIs It not passing strange that a Syl
anulanus lnilpo a Herdwould fanfail totn read Iniii the tyrants fateatehilhis ownawn Who for the andondambitions tof thithis Uelife would die uasHerod dIed rAndAnd yetel how malmany forfog

thosethole pleasures amid ambitions have
lived RSas lived And who that hashas-
so8died
so lvelived wl evereer tile except 18as ler

Sylvanus feltelt timethe fear 0of hint death
but not Isits When In hue ii-

IleneIlenesilence 0of the night constant
0of pinpain changed to 1a piercing

shriek 0of remorse as the
images otof his rOlrose luauhim
In his delirium swsaw timethe bloblood
ofat the murdered innocents and hearheard
thetho agonized shrieks oof timethe defenseless
mothers Time andlothe again 1111did Ilshis cry
of terror Ichoecho HerI treline rind again
dldid hthe rurushh trembling to the cuchcouch failaldown beforetorl Iit aldamid Illseek foror
comforting fromraI thethe-
other

the-
otherother ofoC fearteRr aldand remremorsearM Andnd
when ntat hilhis watch was relieved
liehe woulwould hasten Into ththu refectory 0of
timethe and strive to drown In
winevine antind boisterous thetho

ofoC hi guiltltOne night as antiand Imesome other
officers otof Hei wereerwatching ntat the
Ildbed otof death theHIe king akoasked half In
delirium

ThInk ye8 thisthe Jews wiwill mourn my
death 7

IIt sasal a question foror servile
later rf ofC ryalroyalty to10 answer AlAs they

matched wihwith a
medic otof derision and contempt enoeno-

eyee not 7 hishe saidHid att length
that I understand the slings 0of the

Jews toward 14nit Mourn Why
they wlwill laughlauh with lIcele SongsWiandprayers ofat gratitude to God wIll1 ascend
from everevery laore and every househoule
wi bbe a 0cit praise

IIloror a moment lie wasaIlentsilent thenlien liehe
continued liiIn a low voice thiS

gathered coeclose around tIme bedd
to hear But I would he mourned I
would have Iit IIsaul thahintt never did kingpass away amid suchuch 10sorrow1

and and wringingrr0of
hands must tofollowI0 my departure

Again liehe paulJpaused antI a 0of doee-

mOimOimoniaclac joy ted hishll countenanceIIt wasa 1as if timethe Prince otof devidevils was
Incarnate hI hllhun bringing abutabout thelie

ofat Ilall the fIendish h ac
ions ofoC Ia lifetime Againaln he spoke

hlllii voice stillant wasn lowerlown ListenSylvanus and AlnAAlexas LtLet alall timethe chiefelietaco otof the JewlJews In alall thelie provinces
be gathered together In the hippodrome
at JerIcho to awaiawait the hour 0of Imay
death AsS Insoon Ias mmy death Is 01an

let alall these JewsJewa bbe put to10
deathdrath antIand worthword otof the slaughter spread
throughout the laudland In erevery province
In everyevry viage nay tnin everyVer house
hollhold timersthere wiwill be mourning at thedeath 0of Herdheron Anal Iif mourning Is

learlear to lie departing Hulsoul mineamine shahhallye the earth wihwith sweetest Incense
0of Ilartears oldand

though tholthose ten were
to actsoell 0of blooblood they
aghast at so0 appalling a command
hundreds 0of innocent men to10 bbe slain
thousands ofoC unfortunates bereaved to
MUtsatisfy the vanity oof Ba
As Iif stricken dumb with
they breathlessly awaited hisblo further
ordersorr

AginAgain liehe spoke this line with stistillgreater To thethee
is15 the proscription Thou
must prepare the lists andond gather my

together Not 1a word
0of this bbe uttered letlest thethey divineraymy Purpose To thethe Iis liiIn
trusted thelie slaughter LetIet not Illypity or
remorse turn thy hand and heart from
the tasktalk Though the run
with bloodlo las never before andn that
bloblood the best among timethe JewsJel Iamy
fellow travelers shallhal be noble
to deserve to barbear mema

The relIct had gone forth rt It was
to bbe obeyed no time mut bbe lostlostwa
Hero had but 1a few morinure weeks 0of
lehife IIt would take time to nI the
lurmonsummons Into alnil and galgatherher
thehim leaders 0of the JewsJOWH Therefore Syl
vanus must gofO abuabout hllhis work atAl Olceours

Dark and thoughtful was his facetace as
he heft the Suddenlya
hishll brow lightened with a gleam otof joy
and resolutIon And whwhy 1011not he cxx

i tthi h A T u
I

r r l n in rhhands have
u

I not
from Hero fullul Ivauthority

WhWhy shouldhould I hesitate DoDoes E
stand between ins and in hopeshOlls Then
should I remove him DoDoes liehe poison

against Insrne Then mustmut
he die IIf hlhe makes me appear to herher-
as

her-
asas an apostate Jew ccapable 0of dldes

not only InnocencInnocence but
the Christ aas welwell sheahe will
holhold meinc Iniii abhorrence IIs notnol Imy justjustiwi

cAton great enough That she may
love me shehe mustmut understand me thathint
she may understand mIme mmy
must die There Is no other wasay And

victims
IBarns nomename Wilwas added to the list 0of

Mingled wonder and spread
throughout the land BSas letters hearing
Hero seal werewere received bby niall the
leaders 0of thetho Jews commanding them
unterunder pain otof death and timethe
lonion 0of aloil their Property to assemble
In lie hippodrome Itat Jericho

Ezra carried hisbin summons to Miriam
and together they considered Isits Im

Almost involuntarily they asso
elated It with and that 8mao
clation made It evievil IIt seemed strangeuranga
to Ezra he a humble obscureyoung man otof Nazareth Ihoshould be sum

with the noblest arid greatest
men of own and oilier cities This
fact also tended to make this whole
movement suspicious in eyes
Miriam his fears amid sue

and contrary to his earnest
wishes she determined to share his
fate whatever that mIght be Accord

when he journeyed to Jericho
she rent with him

It Is unnecessary and it would be
painful to the reader to describe the
death of lie died as every ira

tyrant must with naught butremorse behind him and fear of
lion to comae flut those feelings didnot prompt him to revoke the cruel or
der he hind given for time destruction
of the Jewish leaders When his spirit
heft its decaying tenement and wentto its reward that
or was left to go wIth past murdersand blacken his To the lastmoment of he hail urged

hits not to neglect his wishes regarding the unIversal mourning
Crowded into the groat circus urero

lie Jews who had been gathered fromnil parts of As they conversed upon the strange events whIchwere occurring conjecture an
snored by conjecture but no oneamong them knew the truth

So passed the few weary days beforethe tyrants death But though theprIsoners in the circus vere necessarilyinactive and Incapable of discoveringthe design concerning thiem there wasone outside who was Using all time mesources of her womans wit to wringfrom lie secretIt was the night of death
hail watched at his bedsideuntil brain anti ached and tingled

with the burden of the vigil Comingout of time room lie went to the nunala which played In tIme outer courtanti head and hands iii its coollag waters thencehe entered a passage whichled to lie spacious banquet hall herowere assembled as usual a ofmen and women attached to tIme courof anal with lie dutyof making diversion for him and hIsofficers himself into theirfestivities Sylvanus tried to forget for
bet
a time the scenes of the

V

But lie had not noticed that afigure him Into lieanti stood bated breath totime scraps of laughter song and
came faintly rumroom close to lieone should touch her inMiriam listened eagerly furto relieve tier mind of its suLong she waited until the

above boisterous mitTwo hours of weary hiher into despair h
anti wildertion rang ou to

use is our hippodrome to be put
thou think it or thi amidto Use it as a shambles

Silence cried
Dost thou not

it heal of
his voice and In he liirushed through he
moat brushIng against Miriam tin i

thus
anti cautiously one ak r

her heart but arm infinitely gi
In its Miriam f ri

L

anid sought list hedging
next hour

half au hour before i

had sought aunt it n I

with the ott
whom the murder of the
era was anti hi airthe eloquence raid logic itt ittconviction she stoke against hi i

opposing it from very
point of humanity maid Policy ntfeet of such an act on thie CUI
of was her most i

If by order Lb r
alan of the Jews were
that without provocation
his eons answer for this deed t
nail this Jews Though t
winked at crimes of
it likely thit such a wanton rbe condoned What vital i

oven of rule would b
by such an act

Thou when she UIpathetic language the a ItJewish and of tIme Jewish
time universal mourning hot Im ii

slaughter of but rr tj
needless of a
whim the tenderhearted liusInto tears of compassIon and v

A slight rustle at time door was to
by a loud knock amid

bunt Into he To thy I

lie cried hut ielag in his excitement Thegreat king is dead Now let the dogs
in yonder kennel also

They must not die
calmly The will of a

is riot of force after his death This
shah live

Art thou mad exclaimed anus
aghast tIl thou defy the wilt f
king rind miss thins opportunity firpreferment Wherein is thy

Ily the law of humanity by aw
of kingly policy I ann justified As hespoke he aside and
Miriam to the startled Solonger Patti and shrinking Iii hi
once of the evil eye but bold saldefiant she tittered words of stern re
luke which lilai to hit j
Never had hue been able to control hint
self itt her In her he
saw lila fate rendered alL thie
bitter to him by the thought that his irival would live In lie sunlIght of her
love fur whose sake lie would stu
all else life held dear Th br
tire urns more lion lie could

and by the double
in mat i I

Joyfully Miriam Alasanti to lie hippodrome ani as
he first rays of time

its massive pillars this doors
thrown open and was in
arms For tIme first her
ml failed and alms burst into tears
That night and Miriam

some others of time is
for their homes under a sat

furnished them b Alias tithey forward in flit in
anti reached a lonely

in the mountain road tile
ghastly object lying prone in their ithQuickly Ezra sprang from lii hoise tnt
raised the prostrate figure in hkIt wits the body of
idly fierce determined a
his ce the swirl
still iii his hand told tiaplainly han lie had escaped a death
like Tenderly they took up
lie body and carried it to its last rest

at Jerusalem

CHAPTER V

The setting sun looked down upon
the fields and hulls of Galilee Some
weeks had passed since the return of
the Jews to their homes

attains hati settled to their
accustomed routine Great rejoicing
attended time return of these chief lumen
for gratitude at tIm averting of such
it calamity as had
their leaders was strong in the SoulS
of all

Particularly blithe anti gay were the
hearts of and for on thu

they were to wed html lift
cause of doubt and tear In
their knew riot hathappened to time babe A year his 1

since his birth arid Ezra ani
Miriam tipon whose so
an Impression of his birth and

death bath been and nh
almost alone of all the people in NaS

remembered mind believed time
I story of the virgins child were full of

anxious fear
ts tIme evening tell on this

landscape the betrothed pair walked
slowly In earnest conversation on the
southward road But the long toil
sonic journey to Bethlehem or to Jer
icho did not lie before them It was
fitting that with the greater
introduced Into oriental life by

these to should walk toto-
gethergether in happiness on time roadthey had traversed together twice be
fore in grief nail anxiety

Traveler are approaching from the
south Let us and
greet them They may need our guid

and hospitality
An old man slowly walked along

leading a donkey on which sat ityoung beautiful holding a
babe With a cry of joy Ezra andam sprang Joseph Mary anithe babe they
Miriam relieved lie weary of
her precious burden while Earn took
the and half supported
the man Silently rever

and joyfully they made their
unity to Nazareth

Only to those had time trUe
MessianIc hope was he scry of Jose hi

and Mary told Its incidents were
strongly on minds

in the synagogue twentynineyears Inter amid rime reverence of thefew and time derision of the many
Jesus his Messianic claim and 1

vaa rejected
The first of time

louis birth was marked by twofold rejoking in three humble households But of a kind withthe festivities marking that first great
are the the
the prayer and praise

of Christmas which bless andgladden the


