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K short time o 1 frid*gi_u ' (Dear Sir:—You will permit me to a o
mine (not a me I %ﬂt some e this letter, and the accompanying

aper, relative to the character and conduct of
"John Cook Benfiett, who associated Nimself wifth |
our religious community near two years ago, he
being a man of respectable talents and moderately

the Missourians were conspiring to come up to
Nauvoo and Kidnap mie, and not doubling but
that it might be true, 1 consulted with General
Benuett upon the most proper course to be pur-
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sued. We concluded to write to you on the | good literary atlainments.
subject, and, I requested him to do so. [ under- |
stand he has written to you, but I know: net in | the charter .
what manuner, and I should be very much plesased | said Benneit was elected mayor; and contijmed
if .you would write to me on receipt of this, |10 hold said office of mayor uutil within the last
giving me the'confents of his communication.  |iwo in8uths or less.  He havuig__ _ _
. L have ulso heard that you huye entertuined of | could no lonzer maintain a standing as an honor-
late yery unfavorable feelings fowards ws as a | able man in our society, he tendered his resigna-

learned that he !

e : work was alterwards made apparent.
In the judicial organization.of our city- under |

granted by the Legislaturé of Illinois, | ¢ight rbarges crossivg ' from Boston -hif

yeople, and especially so with regurd to myself,  tion, which was accepted. _
ﬁdplhat you lfava ﬂ:id I uuu;ght u_:g be slm::: &c. | The object of this communication 18, therefore,
1f this be true, [ shopnld be pleased to khow from
yoursell the reason of such hostile feelings, for 1
En_pw of no cause which can possibly exist that |
might produce such feelings in yonr breast.

t is rumored, and strong evidence exists, that
Beonett and David and Edward Kilbourn have

osted bills in Gulena, calling upon the people to

C. Benvelt, that he may not injure the innocent,
by gaining’ ¢iedence with you, or those over|
whom your Excellency is placed fo govern, = . |

We have learned fiom respectable sources that |
said John Cook Bennett has entered 'into a con-
spiracy with some of the cifizens of your State,

ﬁuld meetings, and have themselves in readiness | {0 bring a mob upon us, and thereby disturb our
at & momeut’s warniog to assemble and come Ppeaceful vocatious of 1ifé, und destroy, and drive
here, and mob, us out of the place, and try to Us from our bomes and firesides. )
kidpap me; we know not s to the truth of this |  Believing that your Excellency cannot be in-
report, but we have conversed with some trans- | fluenced by tte popylar prejudice, almost every
ient persons who had the report from a gentle- | Where entertained azainst ns, on account of ‘cur
man who lately came from there, and had seen | Pectliar religious fenets, I am the more frée to
those handbills posted in Galena. | | Write‘lo you without reserve, knowing ‘that the
In case of a8 mob coming upon us, I wish to be | ligh toned and hovorable men of ‘the earth will
informed by the Governor what will be the best

: 'vulgar prejudice; but ‘will always b2 found on
:3uu;uhﬁ;grdmﬁprhl;u;;gﬁ_ balalciama ‘the side of the law abidipg portion of the commu-

3 3 ‘nity, and will supprese, so far as in them lies,
Lieut. Gm;g:’ﬁiﬁ,;hfgi;y | evrr’y movement that tends to abridge the rights,

There was a severe shock of an eartlquake at | ©" mar the pedce and happiness of any portion of |

the citizens of our comwon country.

I have resided in this city near three years,
and ‘atlached myself to the 'Church of Jesvs
Christ of Latter Day Baints, sotm after their locas
tion Lere; and have lind' a good opportunity of
learning the feelings of the leading members of
the said church in regard to the citizens ef Mis-
souri, which dre of the most friendly nature, ever
designing to live in peace, and euitivate friend-
ship with all the citzens of your ' State, as’ also
| all the States, and all mankind generally; it being
a princifle of our faith to cultivate friendship and
livein peace with all mankind; and if Dr. John
Cook Bennett, or any other person, may conspire
with citizens of vour State, 1o bring upon us mob
violence, we confide in you as one who will, un-
der all circumstances, interpose the strong arm of
the law, in the suppression of conspiracy or mobs,
or any other violation of law, as eitizers of the
United States we claiw the protection of the
several States and the United States in all our
constitutioral rights; ‘and having learned some-
thing of your character, we the more confidently
expect your protection against ail lawless agres-
sions by any of the citizens of your State,

- Whatever may be reported concerning us, we
assure your Excellency that our feelings are as
I have before stated, of the most friendly nature,
and should Benuett or any other person report
anything contrary, yoir Excellency need pay no
attention to it; for it is not the truth, and s only
designed by wicked men to cause the overthro
of the mnocent. | ™

Should any report have already reached your
ears, I would esteem it as a great favor, if you
would give meinformation of the same by letter
immediately on receipt of this,

- I am, yours respeetfully,
GEORGE MILLER.”

—e T

The Battle of Bunker Hill.

The sound of drum and trumpet, the clatter of
hoofs, the ratiling of gun-carriages and all the
other military din and bustle in the sireets of
Boston soon apprised the Americans, on their
rudely-fortified height, of an impending attack,
They were ill-fitted to withstand it, being jaded
by the night’s lubor and want of sleep; hungry
and thirsty, having brought but scanty supplies,
and oppressed by the heat of the weather,  Pres-
cott sent repeated messages to Gen. Ward, askin
reinforcements and provisions. Putman aecuudﬁg
the request in person, urging the exigencies of the
case.

Ward hesitated. e feared to weaken his
main body at Cambridge, as his military stores
were deposited t.ere, and it might have to susfuin
the principal attack. At length, having taken
advice of the Council of Safety, he issued orders
to Colonels Stark and Read, then at Medford, to
march to the relief of Prescott with their New
Hampshire regiments. The order reached Med-
ford about 11 o’clock. Ammunition was distri-
buted in all huste—two flints, a gill of powder,
and fifteen balls to each man. The balls had to
be suited to the different calibres of the guns: the
powder to be carried in powder-horus, or loose in
the pocket, for there were no cartridges prepared.
It was the rude turn-out of yeoman soldiery des-
titute of regular sceoutrements.

In the meanwhile the Americans on Breed’s
Hill were sustaining the fire from the ships and
from the battery on Copp's Hill, which opened
upon them about ten o’clock. They returned an
occasional shot from one corner of the redoubt,
without much harm to the enemy, and continued
strengthening their position until about 11 o’clock,
when they ceased to work, piled up their intrench-
ing touls in the rear, and looked out anxiously
and impatiently for the auticipated reinforcements
and supplies.

Aboat this time Gen. Putnam, who bad been to
headquarters, arrived at the redoubt on horseback.
Some words passed between him and Prescott
with regard to the intrenching tools, which have
been variously reported.

The most probable version is that he urged to |
have them teken from their present place, where
they might fall into the hands of the enemy, and
carried to Bunker’s Hill, to be employed in throw-

Antigua. |

Saturday, 25.—Transacted business with br.
Hunter, and Mr. Babbitt, and sat for a drawing
of my profile to be placed on a lithograph of the
map of the City of Nuuvoo, |
. Messrs. Stephens and Catherwood have sue-
ceeded in collecting in the interior of Americy, a
large amount of relics of the Nephites, or the an-
cient inhabitants of America, treated of in the
Book of Mormon, which have receutly been land-
ed in New York. |
- Sunday,26.—President Brigham Young preach-
ed on the law of consecration, and union of ac-
tion in building up the city, and providing labor
and food for the poor. :

1 attended meeting, and council at my house
at 6 o’clock p.m.; present, Hyrum Smith, George
Miller, N. Ig] Whitney, William Marks, Brigham
Young, Heber C. Kimball and Willard Richards,
to take into consideration the situation of the
pine country, and lumbering business, and other
subjects of importance to the chureh; after con-
sultation thereon, the brethren united in solemn
prayer, that God would make known bhis will
concerning the pine country, and that he would
deliver his anointed, his people from all the evil
dem’gna of Governor Boggs, and the powers of
the State of Missouri, and of Governor Carlin ana
the authorities of Illinois, and of ull Presidents,
Governors, Judges, Legislutors, and all in author-
ity, and of John C. Bennett and all mobs and evil
designing persouns, so that His people mig}it con-
tinue in peace and build upithe City of Nauvoo,
and that his chosen might be blessed and live to
man’s appointed age, snd that their kouseholds,
and the household of faith might continually be
blessed with the festering care of heaven, and en-
Joy the good thiggs of the earth abundantly. Ad-
journed to Monday evening.

Monday, 27.—Transacted a variety of busi-
ness.  Borrowed mouvey of brothers Woolley,
Spencer, &ec., and puid Hiram Kimball for the
mound. .

When the couneil assembled in the evening,
brothers Huuter, lIvins, Woolley, Pierce, and
others being present, the adjourned council was
postponed till Tuesday evening, and I proceeded
to lecture at length on the importance of uniting
the means of the brethren for the purpose of
establishing manufactories of all kinds, furnishing
laber for the poor, &e. Brothers Hunter and
Woolley offered their goods towards a general
fund, and good feelings were generally manifest.

This morning little Frederick G. W. Smith
told his dream to ¢ll the house, “that the Missour-
ians had got their heads knocked off.”

Tuesday, 28.— Puid brothers Woolley and
Spencer. Brother Hunter's goods were received
at the store, and brother Robins consecrated his
goods and money to the general fund.

The adjourned council of Sunday evening met
in my upper room, and were agreed that a re:
inforcement go immediately to the Pine country,
led by brother Ezra Chase, and alter uniting{u
solemn prayer to God for a blessing on themselves
and families, and the Church in general, and for
the building up of the Temple and Nauvoo House
aud clty: for deliveranes from their enemies, and
the spread of the work of righteousness: and
that Lrother Richards (who was expecting to go
east to-morrow for his family) might have a
prosperous journey, have power over the winds
and elements, aud all opposition and dangers, his
life and health be preserved, amd be speedily
returned to this place with his family, that their
lives and healths might be preserved, and that
they might come up in peace to this place, snd
that brother Richards might be prospered accord-
ing to the desire of his heart, in all things in
relation to his household, and the Church, and
that the Spirit of God might rest upon him con-
tinually, so that he may act according to the
wisdom of Heaven. The council diepersed.

Previous to the council, 1, in company with
Bishop Miller, visited Elder Rigdon and his
family, and had much conversatiou sbout John
C. Bennett and others, much unpleasant feeling
was manifested by Elder Rigdon’s family, who
were coufeunded and put to silence by the
tru. .

not be easily carried atway by popular opinion or bucketful; and tantalizing it was to the hurgry

and thirsty provincials to look down from their |
{ ramparts of earth and see their invaders seated in

fo inform you of the true character of said Juhni
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orizinal | Being all marksinen, accustomed 8o take deliber-
_ be very important should | ate aim, the slavghter was immeuse, and especial.
ie troops be obliged to retreat “‘ Beeed’s Hill. |1y fatal t officers. The assailan's fell back i
o,this Presaett demurred that these employed to | some ¢ tusion; but, rallicd on by their officers,
convey them, and Who swere tlready juded with | advanced within "pistel shot. A pother volley,
toil, might not return to his redoubt. A Ix ¢ more effective than the first, made them agaiy
part of the tools were ultimately carried (o Buu- recoil.” To «dd to their confusion, they wens
ker’s Hill aud a bresstwork commenced by order | galled by a flanking fire from the hasudful of Pro.
of Gen, Putman. The importance of sueh a vincials pested in Charleston. Shocked ot the
‘earuage. und seeing the eonfusion of his troops,
About noow. the: Americans descried lwfal'#}'-!ﬂinhl’igut was urged to give the word for
paraliel ! petreat. o BB Ay
lines. They contiived a large detachment of|  In the meanwhile Gen. Howe, with the left
grenadiers, rungers and | ht infaptry, admirably ' wing, advum'-t'd-all::n%ilﬂyﬂic river, towards the
equipped, and comwanded by Major-General fence where Swrk, Read und Kpowlton were
Howe. They made & splendid and formidable | stationéd, thivkitg to cinyy this slight bredstw ork
appearance with their gcarlet uniforms, and the with ease, and 5o get in the resxr of the fortress.
sun_ flashing upon muskets and bayouvets wd His artillery proved of litile uyail, being stopped
wress field-pieces. A heavy fire from the ships by a swampy piece of ground, while bis colemns
and, batteries covered their, advance, but no at- suffered froin 1wo: to three ficld pieces with which
tewpt was made to oppose them, and they landed Putnem hed fortified the fence.  Howe's men
about 1 o’clock at Moulton’s Poiut, a little to Lljp,'hepb up a fire: of musketry as they advanced, but,
north of Breed’s Hill. S eany e - |mot taking aim, their shot passed over the heads
. Here Gen. Howe made a panse. On recon- of the Awericsns. The latter hud received the
noitering the works from this point the Americans ' same orders with those in the redoubt, 1ot to fire
appesied to be much more strongly posted than untl the enemy should be within thirty paces.
he had imagived. He descried  troops also hes- Some few trancgressed the cominand. Putnam
lening to their assistance, These were the New ! rode up and swere he would cut down the next

Hampshire troops, led on by Stark, Howe im-|
medistely sent over to Gen.aaga far more forces
and a supply of carmon balls,  those brought by
him being lound, through some egregious over-
sight, too Luge for the ordnavee. |

While awaiting their arrival, refreshments were
served out to the troops, with ‘fgrog” by.the

groups upon the gruss E&I;ing and d:iukjug, and
preparing themselves by a hearty meal for the
coming encounter.

The only consolation was to take advantage of
the del:y while the enemy were carousing, to
strengthen their position. The breustwork uu:
the left of the position extended to what was cal-
led the Slough, but bevond this the ridge of the
hill, and the slope towards Mystic river were un-
defended, leaving a pass by which the eremy
might turn the left flank of the position and seize
upon Bunker’s Hill. Putnam ordered bis chosen
officer, Capt. Knowlton, to cover this pass with
the Connecticu’, troops under his command. A
novel kind of rampart, savering of rural device,
was suggested by the rustic General. .

About six hundred feet in the rear of the re-
doubt and about one hundred feet to the left of
the breast work was a post-and-rail fence set in
a low foot-wall of stoue, and extending down to
Mystic river. The post and rails of another fence
were hastily pulled up and set a few feet in be-
hind thig, ana the intermediate space was filled up
with new mown hay from the adjacent meadows,
The double fence it will be found proved an im- |
portaut protection to. the redounbt, although there
still remained an unprotected interval of about
seven hundred feet.

While Knowlton and his men were putting up
this fence, Putnam proceeded with other of his
troeps Lo throw up the works on Bunker's Hill,
despatching his son, Capt. Putnam, on horseback
to hurry up the remainder of his men from Cam-
bridge. By this time his compeer in French and
Indian 'warfare, the veteran Siark, made his ap-
ﬂearanca with the New Hawmpshire troops, five

undred strong.. He had grown cool and wary
with age, and his warch from Medford, a distance
of five or six miles, had been in charscter.  He
led his men at a moderate pace, to bring them
into action fresh and vigorovs. In crossing the
Neck, which was enfiladed by the enemy’s ships |
and batteries, Capt. Dearborn, who was by his
side, suggested a quick step, The veteran shook
his head. “One fresh man in action is worth ten
tired ones,” replied he, and marched steadily on.

Putnam detained some of Stark’s men 10 vid in |
throwing up the works on Bunker’s Hill, and
directed him to re-enforce Knowlton with the
rest. Stark made a short speech to bLis 1gn, now
that they were likely to bave warm work IHe
then pushed oun, and did good serviee that day at
the rustic balwark.

About two o'clock Warren arrived on the
heights, readv to engsge in their perilous defence,
although he had opposed the scheme of their oc-
cupation. He had recently been elected 2 major-
general, but had not received his commission:
like Pomeroy, he came to serve in the ranks with
a musket on his shoulder. .

Putnam offered him the command at the fence:
he declined it, and merely asked where he could
be of most service as a volunteer. Putnam point-
ed to the redoubt, observing that he would be
under cover, “Dun’t thiuk I seek a place of
safety,” replied Warren. quickly: “where will
the attack be hottest?’ Patnam still pointed to
the redoubt. “That is the enemy’s objeet; if
that can be maiutained the day is ours.”” Warren
was cheered by the troops 2s he entered the re-
doubt. Col. Prescott tendered him the command.
He aguin declived. ¢ have come to serve only
as a volunteer, aud shall be happy to learn from
a soldier of your experience.” Such were the
noble spirits assembled on these perilous heights.

The British now prepared for a general assanlt.
An epsy victory was anticipated: the main
thought was, how to make it most effectual. The
left wing, commanded by Gen. Pigot, was to
mouut the hill and force the reabubt, while Gen.
Howe, with the right wing, was to push on be-
tween the fort and Mystic river, turn the left
flank of the American. and cut off their retreat.

Gen. Pigot accordingly advanced up the hill
under cover of a fire from field- pieces and howit-
zers planted on a sma!l height vear the landing-
place on Moulton’s Point. His troops commenced
a discharge of musketry while yet at a long dis-
tance from the redoubts. -

The Americans within the works, obedient to
strictcommand, retained their fire until the enemy
were within thirty or forty paces, when they

"teries.  Before man

opened upon them with a trewendous volley.

moen that fired eontrary to orders.
When the British arrived within the stated dis-

tancey a sheeted fire opened npon them from

rifles, muskets and fowling-picces, all levelled
with dexdly aim. The carioge, #8'in the otlier
instance, wis horrible.. The B itish were thrown
into conlusion abd fell buck; fome even retreat-
ed to the beats. | n i
There was a general pause on the part of the
British.  T'he Americun officers availed them-
selves of it 10 prepare for another attack, which
must soon be made. . Prescott mingled smong
his men in ihe redoubt, who were all in higy
spirils at the severe check they had given *‘Lbe
regulars.”” He praised them for their steadfest-
ness in mainlaining their post and their good con-

duct in reserving their fire until the word of com-

mand, end exhorted themw to de the same in 1the
nextalttack., . . | SOARP TR

-Putnam rode sbout Bunkerls Iill and its skirts
to rally and brivg on re-enfereements which had
been checked or scattered in ercssing Charlestown
Neck by the rakivg fire from the ehips and bat-
could be ‘braught to the
scene of action the British had cowimenced their
secoud attack. ' i

They eguin sscended the 1#l to storm the
redoubty their advance was covered as before by
discharges of artillery. Charlestown, which bed
tnnoyed them on their first attzck by a flanking
fire, was. in flames by shells thrown from Copp’s
Hill und by marines from the chips, | Being built
of wood, the pluce was soon wrapped in a general
conflagration, .

The thunderof artillery from betteries and ships;
the-bursting of bomb-shelis; the sharp diccharges
of musketry; the shouts and yells of the com-
batants; ‘the crash of hurning buildings, and the
dense volumes of smoke which obscured the
summer sun, all formed a tremendous spectacle.
“Sure I am,” said Burgeyne in ove of his letters
—Sure I am, nothing ever hos or ever can be
more dreadlully terrible then whut was te be seen
or heard at this time. The most incessuut dis-
charge of guuns thut ever was licard by mortal
ears,”’ | . ' |

The Ameriean. troops, thouch unused 1o war,
stood undismayed umidst a scene where it was
bursting wpoen them with all its horrors. “Resery-
ing their fire, as before, until the enenvy was c!ose
at hand, they eguin poured forth repeated volleys
with the futal aim of sharpshooters. - The British
stood, the furst shock, and continued to advance;
but the ineessant stream of fire stoggered them.
Their officers remonstrated, threatened, and even
attempted to goad them om with their swords,
but the bavoe was too deadly: whole ranks were
mowed downs many of the officers were either
slain or wounded, and among them several of 1he
stafl of Gen. Howe. The tioops again gave way
and retreated down the hill,

All this passed under the eyes of thonrands of
gpectators of both sexes and all ages, watehing
from efer every turn of the baitle in which the
lives of those most dear to them were at hszard,
The British' soldiery in Boston gazed with as
tonishment and almest incredulity at the reso-
Inte and protracted stand of raw ‘militia,  whem
they had been taught to despise, and at the ha-
voe made among their own veleran troops.—
Every eonvoy of wounded brought over to the
town increased their consternation; and Gener-
al Clinton, who hed watched the action from
Copp’s Hill, embarking in a boat, hurried over
as a volunteer, taking with him reinforcements.

A third attack was npow determined on, tho'
some of Howe's officers remonstrated, declairing
it wou d be dewnright butchery.

A differept plan was adoptes. Instead of ad-
vancing in front of the redoubt, it was 1o be
taken i flank on the leit, where the open
space between the breastwork and the fortified
lence presented a weak point. It having been
accidentally discovered that the ammunition of
the Americans was nearly expended, prepara-
tions were made to carry the works at the point
of the bayonet; and the soldiery threw off thei
knapsacks, and some even their coats, to be
more light for action. |

Genersl Howe, with the main body, noy
made a feint of attacking the fortified fence; bt
while a part of his force was thus engnged, the
rest bronght some field-pieces to enfilade the
breastwork on the Jeft of the redonbt.

A raking fire soon drove the Americans o
of this exposed place into the enclosure. Muth
damsge, too, was done in the latter by balls
which entered the sallyport .

The troops were now led on to assail the
works; those who flinclicd were as before goad-
ed on by the swords of the officers. ‘The Amer-
icans again reserved their fire util theirpsscil-
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