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for the catastrophe, or to anticipate {ts

horrors, but come it would in his

opinion. R
On being interrogated as to the situn-
tion in America, he claims that the
dangers here are even greater, because
the State I8 absorbing the lndizidual’s
treedom of action much faster than
elsewhere. Hesays:
the American has the form of solf-
sovereignty, but he does not have it in
nlit 1. is diffienlt to foresee what
r?m c the ouidome of Amerjican pro-
E oss, but I do Dot think that your Re-
ublic will escape tho consequences of the
rjeneml struggle. The fact is, few men
]gmve any true appreciation of liberty.
Subservience to @ majority in personal
concerns is 8s bad as subservience to a
king, and there cad bo no worse despot
f-hﬂg’ the majorlly. Just in tho same way
that men have now come to resist the
diciation of tho Statc be it one or the

. of men) in respect of their ro-
ﬂ:gﬁjg;;t{)eliem, so when they fully under-

perty will they come to resist
:E‘c%ddil::tat.ioarrx, gvon of the million as of
tho one, in matters of private concern.”

The needed reform of the present is,
he thinke, that each man shall be com-
pelled to take the consequences of hie
own nature, and shnall have without
deductloen ali the beneflts or evils of ft.
The evils of the individual shall not
be snddled on other people, nor shall
that fndividual be defrauded of the
benefits of his nature by other people.

My, Bpencer was asked what he
thought the most effective aid to the
American people In the way of re-
jigion,
plied that teachlng did little, the dis-
cipline-of life vverything. *“Thererjs
nothing to dobut to insist upon the
carrying on of life in a thoroughly
honest, consclentious way and repro-
batingever}‘thlng that does not con-

form to n high standard of con-

duet.’? But he sanys that Ameri.
cans unfortunately can not
adopt auch 8 etandard of life

In a soclety constituted as ours is, am-
bltion inevitably takes the direction of
aoquiting wealth, and the struggle for
it brings inevitable evils, and until the
whale continent is peopled he thinks
this condition will continue.

The Detroit News, cummenting on
the Worid interview, snys that State
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Ag to -when this will come mbout hei&dvauced as it has never ad-

says, 1 do not pretend to set a date| vanced hefore under the

greatest
degree of freedom the individual
oltizen hasever enjoyed. But the evil
lies in the Inequitable distribution of
thls material prosperity among us.
Whether this is due to the individual
freedom enjoyed ls another question.
The MNewa thinke that it 18 begsuse
there wans not enough of indlvidusl
freedom that Herbert SBpencer’s idea
of individunl responsibility was not
adhered to, and that A merican eitizens
laek what hecalls “*discipline of life.”?
That 1s, each person must know his
own rights and bhave the moral coarage
to maintain them; and e must also
have the mornl rectitude not to invade
the rights of others. He who will
ullow his own rights to be infringed
will, when he has the power, invade
the rights of others.

PRISON REFORM.

THE nttack which W. P. Andrews
made in the October Forum on reforma-
tory prisons has as a maltter of course
attracted much attention. It is just
the kind of suject which small editors
gragp at with avidity, because it looks
like a convenient vehicle for a large
amount of smariness, nlong with much
tgnornnes, and with po great risks
attached. This prison document has

| proven a particularly rich moreél for

asgocintions, or the influence of sume
other school for criminala a large
number of the children born into this
world never know the meaning of dig-
cipline or government till some overt
wropg forfeits thelr liberty to the
3tate. To such youths the reform
ichool ie a" place of edu-
cation where those influences of cor-
rect msgoclation and home disciplioe
which parenta failed to bestow, may be
given.

Mr. Andrews has not the timerity
to assail openly this c¢lass of lnstitu-
tions, buf with covert allusions he
furnlshes a text for sortbblers to harp

upon. The idea that the Btate
may " not take into naceount the
question,  of reform in dealing

with ordinary erlminals is monstrous,

But assuming that all prisons are
putrely institutions of punishment, in
this age they can mever flll the
measure of their purpose save through
npproprlate discritwination between
criminals.

Thecenturies have proven that law
ie offvctive more directly iu proportion
to thy promptness and severity of the
punlshment.

Every thoughtful ocitizen of this
country is anxious for reform fin our
prison arrangements, but Mr. Andrews
has not touched the key note of the

popular feeling by anny means, The
conditions do not demuand that the con-

these writers agninst space, and they | vict’s life should be in general more

fashjon,

There is pleuty of room for andverse
opinions on the prison question, so long
as 1t is confined to jails. It la consistent

for wise men to disagree on the sub~

Ject of capital punishment. The man
who haa religious or humane compunc,
tions against the taking of human life,
Is rensonable in protesting against what
he terms judicial homicide of all kinds.
The man who considers the question
solely upon the elandard of human
right is just as reasonnble in hold-
Ilng that ihe person who bas
become sufficlently depraved to
commit a certain offense against his

journalism and selence. Here- | have worked itin theirusually brilliant | severe, but that' there should be more

certainty in bringing criminals to con-
viction,

o sy
THE PRESS ON THE REPORT.

THE report of the Utah Commission
has caused much discuesion, by the
press, of the everlasting ‘‘Mormon?®
question, Most of the papers have
something to say about it. Oune thing
I8 very clear; they all obtain the im-
presaion that it is the Commission that
makes the ¢charges of recent poalygam-
ous marriages, aod it is the Commls-
slon that throws doubts upon the sin-
cerity of the **M »ymn® people in re«

fellow man, has forfeited abasolutely | Iation to party politics.

the confidence of men and likewise

The signers of the report so &ar-

Bocinliem s initself a military despot- | the right to exist among them to, their | ranged their sentences that while con-
lem. / Its purpose is to organize indus- | Jeopardy ani harm.

try upon A military basie, to produce
wealth nnd perform all the funoctions of
soclety, thus entirely depriving the in-
dividual of, free, voluntary, spontane-
ous action. In European countries a
large measure of state control in many
instances is the rule. In the Unjted
States all reform organizations elamor
for an enlargement of the powers and
functions of government. And this,
;aays the News, in the face of the fact
that our material prosperjly has

Men may also argue if they wish,
that all prisons are instiiutions for re-
form, rather than for punishment. We
believe that with men who have pur-
sued lives of crime to 8 gertain age the
chances for reform are very alight. But
reform schools in their proper fand
strict significance do not belong in
suoh a coatroversy, and it is only
ignorance of social equity that would
guestion their propriety or usefulness.

Through incapable parentage, crimlval

»

veying these charges in effect, they
could elaim: they were merely stating
the mllegstions and opinfone of other
persons, whose names, however, they
carefully conceal. Bomeo of the public
Journals percelve thls cunning, otbers
do not. Most of them construe the re-
port us aD éffort to prevent Utah from
becoming a Btate for fear it might be
a polygamous Btate, while a few see
through this specious pretonce and
mehold a desperate struggle to retain
lucrative and easy pesitious which



