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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services,

Religious services were held in
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Bunday, August 25, 1889, commenc-
ing at 2 p.m., President Angus M.
Canuon presiding.

The cheir sang the hymn com-
mencing:

0O Thon af whose supreme command
The hosts 0f darkness fy.

Prayer by Elder Edward Snel-
grove.

The choir sang:

He dled! the Great Redeemer died,
And Israel’s daughters wept avound.
The Priesthood of the Fourih
Ward officiated in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

APOSTLE JOINN W. TAYLOR

addressed the congregation. He
deemed it o great privilege to meet
with the Latter-day Saints in a wor-
shiping capacity. Fach honest-
hearted person has come here to
learn of the ways of God, and to
partake of the Lord’s Supper and
make covenant that bhe has no jll-
feeling toward his neighber., He
should partake of the Sacrament
worthily, and in remembrance of our
Lord and S8avior. I trust that those
who have partaken of this Sacra-
ment today have done so worthily,
that we might be blessed.

I feel like ¢alling your attention to
the admonition of Jude, wherein he
aays, “‘Contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the Saints.””
The Latter-day SBaints believe inthe
whole Bible, as far as it is translated
correctly. There have becn many
different transiations, and they dit-
fer in minor matters, therefore ve
say aa far as it is translated correet-
ly. Webelieve we are children of
God, and that if we are faithful we
will some day reach that degree of
intelligence, and wisdom, and glory
which He possesses today. There-
fore we are diligent in keeping His
laws.

Many strangersseek to know what
the Saints believe in, and some of
them get their information from
such unreliable svurces that they
become doubtful whether any good
can come out of ‘‘Mormonism,”
The ways and ideas of men differ
greatly, but the actlons and laws of
God are harmonious. We find
many different creeds among pro-
fessed Christendom, but shall we
take the opinions of men as the stand-
ard of religion? If we did would we
ever come to a unity of faith in|
God? We know by the history of
the world that time is uot a corrector
of error in this regard, for there is
no less diversity of opinion today
than there was thousands of years
ago. The lproEer standard by which
to judge whether or not a religion he
of (od, is the word of God Himself.
The Latter-day Saints helieve, as
Paul says in the 12th chapter of 1
Corinthlans, wherein he speaks of
the gifts of the Spirit, and the fruits
of obedience to the Gospel which He
taught. Jesus said, “Ye cannot

gather grapes from thorns, nor figs
from thistles.”” Tn the chapter I have

read, Paul tells of the officers that
exist in the Church of (dod, and of
some of the doctrines of the Gospel.
The Latter-day Baints are of the
same mind with Paul, and have the
identical organization of which he
speaks. The glorious gifis of the
8pirit of which he tells are also be-
lieved in and enjoyed by the Latter-
day Saints. These gifts are exer-
ciged only where faith exists.

Thepe doctrines are strange to
many who come to visit the SBaints.
W here willlyou find them believed in
and practiced outside of the Latter-
day Baints? Not anywhere. As
Hoegea predicted, there is a famine
in the earth for need of the word of
God. The world at large say there
are no Prophets—that those peculiar
administrations ceased in the
early days of the Christian era.
Burely this is the condition de-
scribed by the Apostle when be said
men wculd teach for the Gospel the
doctrines of men. It certainly is
not barmonious with that which
Christ’s teachings bring forth among
men. It is that which has been
brought about by a departure from
those teachings.

The Gospe! of Jesus Christ in-
cludes all knowledge and intelli-
gence. It isa system of progression
that embraces ail truth. The Latter-
day Baints believe that all denomi-
nations have some truth among
them, but that nome outside of that
Church that God has organized
gossesses all truth. His Holy Bpirit

oes Dot testify of the truth of thut
which eontains error; so that al} the
different sects cunnot have a testi-
mony that they are true, because
pone of thern are strictly in accord
with the truth. There is but one
Church, one plan of salvation that is
recognized and approved of God. If
we desireto recetve His blessing we
should seek out and unite ourselves
with that Church. Then will the
Holy Spirit rest upon us, and if we
follow it we will be guided into all
truth. Then will the gift of prophe-
¢y be with us, notwithstandlng the
fact that Prophets are unpopnlar to-
day. God placed the variousofficers
in the Church, and tliey cannot be
changed Ly men.

Those who desire salvation must
come in at the door, as Jesus said.
Peter tells thls class that they
should repent and be baptized, and
he promised them that they should
receive the Holy Ghost. This Apos-
tie had authority to make this decla-
ration; andhe further stated that the
promise was to all that the Lord
should eall.

In the eighth chapter of the Aects:

of the Apostles, it is recorded that
Phili%had been baptizing in Sama-
ria. ut those whom he had bap-
tized did not receive the Holy
Ghost. Why? Beecause Philip had
not authority to lay hands on them.
But he sent to Jerusalem, to Peter
and John, and they came and
lald hands on them, and the Holy
Ghost rested upon them. This lay-

were with Him before His cruci-
fixion. This laying on of hands
must also be by =authority, or the
Lord will not acknowledge it, any
more than He acknowledged the
unauthorized baptizing which Paul
found had been done among the
Ephesians, and which was without
force, so that he had to rebaptize
them.

Christ and His Apostles taught
faith, repentance, baptism for the
remission of sins, and the laying on
of hands as the means by which to
receive membership in the Church
of Chrigt. I testify that these are
princiﬁ.les of the Gospel. When we
obey them we receive a testimony
which o man can take away.
Nothing but sin on our part can de-
prive us of that testimony. The
Saints believe in all the teachings
of the I.ord Jesus, and in nothing
outside of the truth as revealed 2{
Him, for His Gospel embraces alt
truth and light.

I exhort the Latter-day Saints to
‘walk in the paths of righteousness.
Wo unte those who keep not the
commandments of Jesus Christ.
Wo unto those who remember not
the Babbath day to keep it holy.
Wo unto those who violate true
principle in any way, instead of
trying to do right in all things. But
blessed are they who do the works
of righteousness. They who do,
will have with them the testimony
of the Lord, and will partake of the
wlory that he wil pour out upen
Zion. Iwarn you as a servant of
God to avoid the paths of evil. Fear
not those who work iniquity, but
turn to the Lord with full purpose
of henrt, remembering the judg-
ments that have been visited upon
those who were hypocrites and gin-
ners.

I say to you that God the eternal
Father and His 8on Jesus appeared
to the Prophet Joseph, and revealed
to Him the Gospel. The Saints
know this to be lrue, therefore they
turn mnot when persecution is
brought against them. They are
building on the rock of revelation,
and evil will not prevaii over them.
Those who seek to measure hands
with Almighty God will find that
they have made a great mistake.
His purposes will be brought about,
and Christ will come to reign on the
earth ag Lord of Lords and King of
Kings.

May we live in righteousness and
biing forth fruit to the honor and
glory of God. T ask strangers to
bear a truthful report of the testi-
mony they have heard among the
Saints, and may the right triumph.
Saints, endure your pains yet for a
little geason, live pure, just and up-
right lives, and the blessing of God
will sanctify all for your eternal
benefit.

The choir sang:

How beauteons are their {eet
Who stand on Zion’s hill.
Benediction was pronounced by

ing on of hands for the gift of the;

Holy Ghost, by those who have
authority, is one of the doctrines
believed in by the Latter-day

Patriarch John Smith.
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A “MORMON" MONUMENT.

AFTON, Aug, 10.—8pecial corres-

Saints. The world considers it a|pondence Des Moines, lowa Regis-
new doctrine, but it is one that was | fer.—A recent visit to Mt. Pisgah
taught by Christ and those wholin this county (Union), brought



