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DECORATION DAY,

Our honoted dead lle slombering hore,
Free from all worldly strife;

Only walting 1ill God shall come
And glve them ail naw life.

Cover their graves with garlands fair.
With reverence try to pay,

Flaral offerdings from lgving hearts,
On Decoration Day.

For who wnuld not a0 gladly go
To where their loved ones rest,
And flowers of aiTection being
To acatter o'er their breastt
QOur dear nnea may ba laid to rert
In plucos far nway;
W11 some sind friend give them p ftower
On Decoration Duy.

'Tis but p feeble way to show
Our love so pure und deep .
For lov*d nnes who have paased away,
Who now have gnoe to aleep,
They too have pus ed thro' earthly woen,

So now a tribute pay,
Tg brighten the Oity of our Dead
On Lecoration Duy?

Thore who die in the Lord Jesus,
Know their eward In sare,
*T1= byt a littie while to walt
Let’s putivntly endaore.
When ripen’d garber’d, gnther’d home,
Where olice We used o play,
How gron, iow grand, we'll have no uao
Tor Decoration Day,
M. F. Manioen
Bountifui, Utah, May 251h, 1898,

LtTIER FROM SYRIA.

Xleppo, April 4, 1388,

Qur party has now safely reached
this elty, Our journey, overland to
Kiiiis, by horse, thirty-five miles, and
from Killis to Aleppo by wagon. An-
other thirty-five miles, or thereabouts,
was pleasant epough so far as the
weather wes concerned, but the ride
on horse-back., a long distance, with
poor saddles and poor animals i very
tiresome, Could we have been seen by
our friends they would have smiled at
our appearance. Stiff and limpy we
made our way into Killis and found
our night's lodgings in the same Inn
with the donkeys and camels. The
donkeys brayed with such foree and
melgdy that talking while they had the
floer was out of the question, Still we
were entertalned, for the soldiers at
the barracks practicing the calls on
their bugles wera reaponded to by the
‘“Jaeks"” in their basso tones, And then
for a change the dogs on the market
below would have a quarrel and then
a battle, all of whieh helped to break
the monotony of the occasion.

I shnuld have mentioned the parting
with the Saints at Aintab. On March
the 29th we left Aintab, after a touch-
ing farewell with our dear brethren
and shters whom we have -earned to
love for their faith and love of the Gus-
pel. They went with us out of town,
many of them, where we gathered in a
group and offered prayer. This custom
has remained gince the days of the
Apostles, when they left, we read that
the Baints went with them. and that
they prayed, eommitting one another
to the kind keeplng of God, 1t Is only
fair to mention here that though many
of the people are light-minded in some
thinge and have but few cares th a
worldly sense, being satisfied with but
a lttle; yet it must algo be mentioned
that they are intellectually bright
when touched by a flash of light, and
that the Qespel Is a1 sweet theme to
them. And then they do really desire
their poul’s salvation. And I do believe
a fair per cent of them will be useful
membher in the Church of Christ and
wiil do much toward the upbullding ot
the kingdom of God upon the earth.
This may be equally applicable to male
and female. Many gogd staunch. sis-
ters may be found among our Saints,
and T must say that I have been much
surprised at the faith and independ-
ence our sisters have é¢xhibited In re-
cejving the Gospel, While here ten

vears ago 80 little was scen of the
women that no real opinion could be
formed, but now that the Gospel leaven
has had time to work we find the same
conditions here as in other countriea,
and find sisters who have stepped for-
ward and received the ordinance of
baptism. ever though father and
mother oblected. Young men full of
faith and hope have broke loose from
kindred and traditions and come cut
boldly for the truth. Now If they have
neen inepired of God through His Holy
Spirit to hegin right, why should they
no have power to ¢continue and be use-
ful in doing the part in bulldidg up
th> various stakes of Zion if they ob-
setve the conditions of the Gospel?

At Klllis we ¢hanced on a Cherkes
(Caucasian) whom we hired to take us
to Aleppo. He proved a very mnlce Iit-
tle fellow; so0 we partly spoke for him
to take us from Aleppo to Damascus,
overland. At Aleppo we were met by
the Saints outside of town and by them
we ware escorted to the home of Dr.
Hagohian, where we were made wel-
come, and, where Brother Lund and
the writer made their home while they
sojourned a few days in Halep, The
Saints in Falep were not so united as
thoee in Aintab and Zora: still, we be-
Heve we stucceeded in reatoring a good
fecling and In organizing them in a
better order so that they will find it
much hettor and easier to overcome
their diffieulties. Three were added to
the Chureh here.

Aleppo, or Halep. as the Turkse call
it. is a large city, with a large trade.
Its bazaars are very extensive. There
is n good deal of weaving going on
hare, 50 that It may be =ald to be a
manufacturing town also, so that ita
100.000 Inhabitants are kept quite
busy. Many niee houses are being built
on the outskirts of the c¢ity, an that
some parts have quite a modern ap-
rearanee. Bince the road has been
built through many fine carriages are
found In town.

Aleppo is an old ¢ity, prohably was
In existence 2,000 yeare before Christ.
Tt was then named Beroea. It Is located
about 1,300 feet above the level of the
sen. The climate i{s somewhat cool dur-
Ing its short winter peried, but the
suymmer s pleasant, belng temperate,
with cool westerly winds.

A curious diseasse known as the Al-
eppo boll or buttom prevalla in this
city and neighborhood. Most of the
peoplé seem to take the disease. It Is
maid not to be painful. hut after a
year's time leaves [ts marks. and the
people are horribly disfigured with it,
of course, some more some less. Vis-
ttors are said to have taken the plague
long after they have visited Aleppo.
Dogs and c¢ats have thelr turn also,
hence the poor street-dog who has a
pevere attack presents a mo#t horrid
AppeaTance,

Ow!ip® to the barren looks of the coun-
try around Aleppo, the eity and sur-
roundings look llke an oasis in the des-
ert. This Is, however, not because of
the real barrenness of the country, but
because of the indolence and eareless.

ness of the fellah (Amab farmer}. Thigs|

ppeciea of humanity does nathing to
improve conditions, nor io make for
himeelf comfort. He plants no trees
nor think of hls needs tomeorrow but
is content to keep things moving in the
same lines that his father left.
Retween Killis and Aleppo {is much
fine country, come with fine water
privileges. Thousands of acres of as
fine tand aa I8 laid out door in any
country. Yet wWe saw no pigns of a
enrn (malsg) stoek. Wheat and barley
was the grain, that or nothing. Of
course in many distriets it was next to
nothing. But had they planted a little
corn. which must ecertainly do excerd-
ingly well here, they woud rest the
land and get better yields and have a
chane? to clean out the land which Is
pretty weedy in many places, O, how

well we Americans ¢ould llve in places
like that if we had it under our control.
A beautiful elimate, good soi], and rafr
water! Many people with fair energy
and econpmy are llving high with no
such opportunities laying out doors as
may be found in northern Syria. With
such n ecountry at their command, it is
no wonder that the Syrian kings ecoutd
rafse great armies and carry on great
wars. Here were resourgseg and a
place where wealth 'could be produeced.
| Palestine has 1ts 'execeliences, but it
is small. Had Jarae! been blessed with
room like the Agsyrians, what a nation
they would have been, but God must
have hed a purpose in keeping them
hemmed In on a small corner. For an
exampe of results one needs  only to
look ‘to America and see just a branch
of the mother people broken off and
planted In a fertile spot of the earth,
and soon they far outnumbered the
whole house of Israel. And if such re-
sults could be had from a small twig,
what coud not the main tree have
done. But the Turk says inshal Ia
daha oladjak dir, je, hy the help of God
it will yet be. S0 we feel, the house of
Israel will be felt in the earth, and
they will vet be erying for room and
they will continue until they hawve fil-
led the whole earth.
F, F. HINTZ.

Hama (Hamath) April 6th, 1898,

It so happened that our little com-
pany, eonsisting of four Rlders from
Zion and cpe from Turkey, reached
Hama, the ancient Hamath, on the 6th
day of Aprll, conference day In Zion.
We faneled ourselves sitting in our
favortte places In the large Tabernacle,
listening to the servants of God dis-
pensing the word of God. Though we
were not pregent, yet we felt that much
valuable counsel was given, and that
God, through His Spirit would Instruct
us 80 that we might always bhe found
In lime and harmony with His work.
‘We gpent part of the day In Hama In
hunting up the lost sheep of the house
of Igrael. We feel somewhat encour-
aged, for though not knowing a soul,
a couple of us went out and enquired
around as to who might be found will-
In to hear. We were soon taken to a
young Dr. Salloom’s, who proved to be
n gentleman, and in o few milnutes
after meeting the doctor we were in-
vited to n meeting that same evening,
where we milght preach to them the
word of God. We accepted with thanks.
At meeting the doctor acted as inter-
preter and Elder Hintz delivered a dls-
course upon the firat prineiples of the
Gospel. This is perhaps the first dis-
courge of the kind in this dispensation
in Hamath. ~ And we hope it will bear
good fruits, as it was brought around
I11'1 such a remarkable way. We left

with pressing’ ipvitations te return.
Undoubtedly Hamath has heard many
| a testimony In earlier davs, as is wns
of some importance under the Romans.

Between Aleppo and Hama {s three
davs' jourrcy with wagon, or ahout
100 miles. The first day out from Al-
| eppo we had a fine view of the sur-
roundinga of Aleppo and of the hilla
south of the eity. Cultivation Is not
| very good except on the river, which
| extends only the short disftance of ten
miles aputh, where It is lost in o
SWaNIp.

After getting out of the hilly country
| we struck an open country, more or
1egs Improved, but noorly farmed.
There was one polnt of excellence how-
ever, that we should mentiop—they un-
{Tersally plough the ‘longest =nnd
straightest furrows here of any I have
seerd inm any country. Many fields may
he #seen one half mile long, and every
furrow it as straight as ap arrow.
They manage to sow their grain In
| rowd and many places one INARY 8ee
{ them cultivate the wheat a® we do our
'eorn. by going through the rows with
a plow. This is quite a scepe in this



