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L ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

We are suthorized to announce Lhaj
the Annaal Conference of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
will be held at Provo, commencing at
10 o’clock s.m., on Sunday, the 4th of
April next.

The officers and members of the
Church sre cordially invited to attend.

VICE PROTECTED IN MASSA-
{CHUSETTS.

MassicHyUseTTs, With its super-
sbundance of female population, is
one of the .most active and valiant
champions of antl-polygamy. Boston,
led by Joseph Cook, Is periodically
wrought up inte fever heat over **Mor-
monism,” and the bare idea of & man
living with more wives than one, even
at the respectable distance of three
thousand miles, and with the Rocky
Mountains intervening, gives the spec-
tacled and ‘“‘culchawed Christlans’ of
the hub the shivers, and prevents their
beans from properly digesting in thelr
shuddering vitals.

Yet Massachussetts, that wants po-
lygamy in Utah annihilatea by the
maliled hand of the law, even If its de-
struction| involves the breaking up of
thousands of peaceful homies and the
sacrifice of liberty and life, refhses to
protect its own tender and immature
virgins from the lusts and violence of
brutal men. This needs some explana-
tion, which we propose to give. It
ought to be Interesting to all who re-
flect upon the soclal problems of our

* age and sunntry.

Under the present laws of Massa-
chusetts, a girl may consent to her
own ruin at the age of ten yecars!
it she is'ten years old she has reached
*"the age of consent” and .amay freely

- dispose of her person, except by way
of marrigge. A child of ten years may
be seduced by a brute of any age, and
if it can be established that she con-
sented, Ha is free from any legal penal-
ty. Butithe law forbids the issuance
of a license to marry, to any girl under
the age 9f eighteen years without the
consent |In  writing, of the parent or

wuardian, and justices or ministers-

who marnry minors without such license
or certificate, render.themselves liable
toa fine. Thus marriage ls checkeﬂ
and crime encouraged.

In such a condition of the law, what
wonder there is such a terrible condi-
tion of Massachusetts soclety. A
young girl may consent to prostitute
her body, but not to give herself in

marriage. A lecherous man may take

advantage of trusting youth and yield-
ing affeciion, and destroy virtue with
impunity; but he must not marry the
victim of his wiles if she has
reached the age of eighteen years.
There may be nothing wrong in the
marriage restriction, but who can find
words to.express the infamy ol -the
provision concerning *‘the age of* cog-
sent’ to ruin, corruption and disgrace?

Some of the better-minded people of
that highly respec'able old common-
wealth have been striving to rectify
this evil. They have petitioned to
rase the age of consent to sixteen

5 ‘;L:lsmmcompnahed in Old
England mainly through the efforts of
the Pall Mall Gazette, though its editor,
Mr. Stead, received imprisonment for
his pains, his excessive zeal leading
him a litile beyond the bounds of dis-
eretion. | But virtuous Massachusetts
would have none of it. The petition

“was rejected. The high-~toned law-
makers of that leading Siate would not
protect its girl |children aor debar
its bovine men from thelr depredations.

It may be asked, what reasons did
they offer for their refusal? Simply
that ‘“it might lead to blackmailing by
child prostitutes.”” That is to say the
“Christian’’ legisiators of Massachu-
setts would rather protect the vile
creatures who consort with female
children, than goard those children
from their wiles. To protect profli-
gates from possible blackmail, little
girls ot ten years old and upwards
must remain expogedito the devices and
snares of desiguing scoundrels. The
excuse for its retention is worse than
the law to be retained. It shows
where those ‘‘Christian statesmen”

stand on the platiorm of virtue.

Balked fn their attempt to purify the
moral atmosphere of frigid Massachuo-
setts, the | petitioners have agreed to’
the limit of ““the age of comsent’” to
twelve years, A little advance they
think is better than none, A bill to
amend the law to this extent is pend-
ing in the Legislature of that State.
Eveh shotld this bill become a law, is
not 13. inconsistency of the principles
astonishing and the immorality of the
position disgusting? A child of twelve
years is not capable in Massachusetis
of makingsany contract asregards prop-

erty. A swindler who would de-
prive her of a doliar can
be severely punished. She can-

not dispose’ of anything belonging
to her escept her virtue. 'And any
beastly wretch who can obtain its sur-
render, can laugh at the criminal law,
and when he-has gained what he want-

- od, fllng the befouled creaturs into the
gutter witheut fear of consequences.
Massachusetts guards sacrediy the
almighty dollar, but leaves the avenues
to the desecration of the bodies of ita
virgins without a singi e bulwark or a
solitary sentinel.

Thus the ways are kept own and easy
to lives of shame. At ten years now,
at twelve years il the bill passes, girls
may be freely tempted and led into the
psthof infamy,and the ranks of the

cyprian l-th be replenished
with youihg and jraw recrults. As the
hospital and the/dead house receive the
prematurely faded and decayed victims
of the burning and besetting sin of the
m.mump-mmwhonm
for tender p to supply their places
in the t of corruption. Hinder

- marrikge, facllitate prostitation. Im-

prisop and despoil & man who marries
aod snpports two wives at 'the same

time, and who feeds, clothes and edu- | 9f, the

. eates thelr children. But lay not a
hand on the seducer of any number of
girls of twelve years of age, | ng
he can them to;lold Lo his
perfidy, no matter if they .bring forth
paupers, and the children are bred to
vice while the mothers run riot to rain
and to hell.
mmmmwa
the “surplus” women of Massachu-

not'l

A VERY LAME E!OU&E.

Tux publication in 2 in the !'Hbmwotl
private letter from Franklin 'to Mr.

Alfred Best of this city which that
gent,eman never received,remains un-
explained notwithstanding the excuses
that bave been offered by the Post-
master and the paper. Mr. Lynch
states to the Herald that the letter was
not lost threugh the faott of his ofiice.
The Tribune says the blame wss not
with the Postoflice nor the clerks. It
claims that the letter was brought to
the Tribune office without an envelope
and with the address then off. All this
is a very thin way of crawling out of
the responsibility of “publishing a
private letter that came into other
hands than those for-wiich it was in-
tended,

Taking the **explanation’ as though:
it were true, which few people who
know the depths of Tridune trickery
and mendacity will believe, the whoz
business was dastardly and withou
excuse. Both the sneak whoTound(?)
the letter and took it to s mewspaper
office for publication instead of to the
Post Ollice or the owner, and the
double sneak who spread it before the

of cvery civilized being. - The Trib-
une scribe pretends thatby publishing
the letter it was brought to the no-
tice of the persbn to whom It was
written, As if that ceuld not have
been done in an_honorable manner, by
announcing thepouenlon of the letter
and the name and address of the per-
son who wrote it, supposing the name
and sddress of the person to whom it
was written bad been torn off. And if
the digcovery of thc owner was the
object in view, why was the finder not
interrogated in reégard to the name,
ete., that he tore off the letter?

We regard this dirty act of the Trib-
une creatures as even lower aud viler
than the mapafacture of the “‘Bishop
West”? letterand othier of their similar
blackguard fabrications, If this had
been even alleged to be the work of
+Mormons," woyld not the Proseenting
Attornep and the'grand jury have been
dilizently at work. befove this to dis-

so. But who believes that elther Mr.
Dickson or any one else auntherized
move lor an ‘favestigation will take a

step under the circumstances? - All
the same, every dJdecent mam and
woman ia_the ecommunity wiill reckon
up the statas of the low-lived belngs
who have thus exhibited their own
degradation.

AN EXCELLENT STEP.

Ture determinatiop- on the part of
the city. fathers to give good
drinking water to the thirsty Inhabit-
ants.of the bench land which eonsti-
tutes the northern portion of the city,
is worthy of all commendation. When
people are practically without sucha
necessity to health and life as pure
water, and a supply is attainableata
price far below the -value of theboon,
there should be no question upon the
subject. Insuch cdges it is nearly as
inhuman to press priority and vested
rights, as to interpose similar @bstacles
In reference to fresh air, If it werepos-
sible to  corral that essential to the
general well-being.@ Here is the ques-
tion first in point of \consideration:*‘Is
the supply adequatefor ail,if those de-
prived of a needed share are morled
it? That poin€ has not been doubted.

lows as anatural sequence.

We congratalate our fellow cltizens
of the dry bench on the closeness of
the prospect for thelr relief. The
trapsaction consummated by the late
Mayor and Council in purchasing a
large tract of land contiguous to City
Creck has hastened the attainment of
an object so long and “earnestly de-
sired. The present Cmet Mumicipal
Magistrate and Council are to be com-
mended for bringing at soearly a date
the copsummation of so importanta
matter for which their predecessors in
office lald the foundation. The step is

one of declded Importance. By it prop-
erty on the *“‘banch’ will be enhanced
in yalue, while, still more Important
life will be made more pleasant to the
people who dwell in that heretofore
undesirable section of the city.

———l e

ILE-PAID LABOR OF WOMEN.

ErGHT thousand female cloak makers
have been on strike in New York.
Loog hours and low pay drive many
poor, half-starved anod worn-out
women to infamy, There are over
two hundted thonsand of such work-
ers in New York City, most of whom
toil from fourteen to sixteen hourss
day for a bare subsistence. Think of
it! They live in crowded tenement
houses, badly ventilated, and eat the
commonest food, working week in and
week out to keep bndysnd soul to-
gether,

And the Iarge protits of thefr labor
20 into the pockets of fat “‘Christians”

-who roll to Charch in their carriages

on Sunday, and snuflle over the wicked-
ness of the ““Mormons” in Utah, where
two or taree women actaally marry the
same man. How much better it would
be, if the civilized' “Christian” plan
was forced upon those benighted
“Mormons,” so that the “‘surplus”
women might ran machines and stitch

grand social and comméreial system
which Is the glory of the nineteenth
century!

We hope the' wmi(n will' win ln
their fight with conscionseless capital,
and - that other woskers besides
the cloak makers will wrest from
their heartless taskmasters, an ad-
vance of wages wherewith to keep the
wolf of hunger from the door. For

receive equal pay. And until that rgle
prevails the great cities of Christen-'
dpm will continue to swarm with poor,
lost creatures, who can fare’ beuu by
the sale of their bodies than by the 1l1-
requited toll which grinds thm to the
graye. _
————— s
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Ordering O the Btrikers.

8‘. LO'U!". n. ‘ ” pa .._‘m exac-

utive committee has just decided Ingd

order which

has
to outside Mbliu. Iby tlu rport
of which the men
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*“You are ordered by ‘the General
Execative Board Lo g0 to work, Honor
demsndl of youl that those | who

ut to nnpport the .strike go to

rh We will telegraph yoa the

hour and day.
(Signed), MarTiN IRONS."

| Returning te Work—Freight Tratus

Aganin Meving.

St. Lovuis, 31,—The Missouri Pnclue
thls morning sent out three f ’
trains from their yards; the re:u
numbliar it i{lnouw, 0 '!‘thh“l thc
road {8 practica open. e mn
Monntain road also in
I eccial Trom Housten, Te

special from Houston, Texas, savs
the facilities of the Missourl Pacific
are tested to their utmost ln moving
the accnmulated freight. The strike
mms to be over.

P m.—The men in-the Wabash
ynds o North 8t. Louls, retarned to
''work at 2:16 this afternoon. All were
recelved.

FOREIGN.

CATEST TRANSATLANTICO BIS-
PATCHES.

Loxpox, 81.— Baron Penshyn is
dead.

DHATIES,

NEBLEY.—At Franklin, Idaho, March 1,
1886, of pneumonia, Amos Lionel, son of
Orson D. and Mary Neeley; born Dec. 15,
1884.
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SALT LAKE Tﬂmu

Positively Last Appearance

—OF—

;| Miss Mary Anderson

Under the d:mtion of
MRE. HENRY E. ABBEY,

SUPPORTED 67 A FULL DRAMATIC COMPAN.

TEHIS BEVENING,

o YOU LIKE [T!

ROBALIND............... MI-8 ANDERSON

SCALE OF PRICES:

«++$2.00, §1.50 and 78 cls.
Admission............. $1.00, 75 els. and S0cta.

BANKS. -

DESERET NATIONAL BAMK.

_ SALT LAKE CITY.

PALD UF CAPITAL, - - §$200,000
SURPLUS, - - - 200,000
H. 8. ELDEEDGH, President,

FERAMORE LITTLR,Vice mst

JOuN Suanre, .

W W. RiTer, - DIRECTORS

J. A. GROESBECK,
L. 8. HiLus, Cumar.
Jas,. T, LITTLE, Asst
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ARTIES DESIRING COMFORTABLE
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OLD GLASS WANTED.
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WARALLELED OFFERINGS OF
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We are &pﬂdent. that our display is the Inggest
and richest ltoekhqg imported and dqmestlc novel-
ties in Dress M Prints, Ginghams, Lawns,
Straw Hats, Laces, Embmldcrleq, Buttons, ete., ete.,
ever shown in Utah. N

& C.
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CARPHTS! CARPHETSI!

No Lady can afford to re-varnet he'b{muao an-
til she has seen our goods and 'learns whﬂ; Low
Prices we offer. , .

————— ey

STEEL GOODSI

Shovels, Bpades, Hoes, Rakes. Forks.
most onvmplete SBtock in the West,

OROCKERY!

Another car In Bulk, has nrri\ ed.
goods and commnare prices.
H. 8. ELDI%:FDGE, Supt.
0 - I‘I .‘ I -
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1864, NEW
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005, 1886.
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CARPETS!
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UPHOLSTERY !
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GENT'S SUITS MADE T0 ORDER

‘N

MAIL ORDERS FILLED CAREFULLY |
A T D PRQM':ETLY. ‘
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- »

BEFORE BUYING.
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