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days.

Now then let us consider this gospel, so
We
have shown you how to obtain the remis- |
sion of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost.

far as the power of it is concerned.

ples are concerned, as preached in ancient

thoroughly established they were no longer
necessary? Is this the language of the an-
ci:nt apostle? Hear what he says:—*“They
were given for the perfecting of the Saints,

for the work of theministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ,””—the Churech.

ow
Now what are the powers of this Holy | if they were given for these three special
Ghost, as promised to the beliaver? for we . gl o

have seen that the promise is not a limited | needed for these purposes atthe present

one, When the apostle made the
on the day of
it is not

only to

but “to all afar off,
Lord our God shall call,” every human
creature on the face of the earth that has
the gospel preached to him has the promise
of the Holy Ghost, if he or she will yield
obedience.

purposes, let us inquire whether they are

romise | day? Is the work of the ministry needed
pentecost he aailzl, “the nﬂi? 3

promise is to you,”’—a large multitude;and | tell you that the work of the ministr
you, but ‘“toyourchil-
dren,’”’” meaning the then rising generation;
and not only to ;yuu and your children”

J'—meaning the distant
nations of the earth, and to all that‘‘the

#0, yes,” all denowminations wiill

8
needed now. Waell. recollect that, acagrd-
ing to the words of the Apostle Paul, these
gifts were given for the work of the minis-
try. You take away these gifts, and how
can there be a ministry? There can only
be a false ministry,—only those who have

no power of God with them,—a ministry

that God has nothing to do with. They
may go and preach, but their preaching is
as powerless as the preaching of the hea-

Now what are the powers of the Holy | then priests.

Ghost? What are its Eiﬂ;s and blessings?
How are we to know w

Holy Ghost? I will mention the Seriptur-
al accountof the blessings and gifts that
pertain to the Holy Spirit,
12th chapter of 1st Cor
have a
and gifts of the Holy
learn that God gave to every

tion of the Holy Spirit to profit withal.

Says Paul *“We are all baptized into the

same body by the same spirit.”” That is,

they were not baptized into half a dozen or
a hundred different bodies, or denomina-
tions of people, called Christians; but they

You read the
thians and yon will
escription of the various powers
Ghost. We there
man, that is
every man in the Church, the demonstra-

en we receive the | were

Another purpose for which these gifts
vere given was for the perfecting of the
Saints, Can Saints be perfected now, any
more than in the days of Paul, without the
gifts of propheey, revelation, visions, the
ministration of angels, tongues, the inter-

retation of tongues, healing, wisdom and

nowledge by the power and spirit of God?
1f they can be perfected without these gifts

then we have a new gospel, and not the
everlasting gospel spoken of by the ancient
apostle. But it seems that mankind, at
the present day, have so fallen into tradi-
tion, and bhave preached a gospel without
its gifts =0 long, that I have ny doubt there
are thousands of them who really believe

wereall baptized into thesame body, by | it, and believe that God will acknowledge

the same spirit, and all made partakers of

the gifts of that spirift, enjoying the Dbless-

their gospelsto be divine, and acknowledge
their churches to be His chuarch, It is the

ings and powers of the same. The mem- Igraateﬂ piece of foolishness that could pos-

bers constituting the body of Christ are di-

versified; and being filled with the Hol
(Ghost, it operates In various ways. “To
one,” says Paul, **is given through the
spirit the word of wisdom; toanother is
EI?EII by the same spirit,
newledge; to another is given faith by the

same spirit; to another the gift of healing; to
of miracles; to an-
other prophecy, to another the discerning
of spirits, to another divers kinds of
tongues, and to another the interpretation
of tongues; but all these work after that

another the working

the word of

[ to sup

8ibly be conjured up in the minds of men
pose that the church of the living
God could be here without inspired proph-
ots and apostles in it! How could Saints be
periected? Has God altered the gospel or
changed that pattern of things that is re-
corded in the New Testament? Has He

| predicted that the time should come when

the Sainis should no longer need the gifts
to perfect them, or that they should be per-
fected by the learning and wisdom of man?
If He has introduced, or designs to intro-

duce, any such order of things He has not

one and the selfsame spirit, severally as | told us anything about it, but has left us

He will.”

Here then we see what it is that consti- | His people are to be
tutes the body of Christ, or in other words | or by men studying

entirely in ignorance on the subject, If

years and years, poring

His Church. First those principles that I | oyer the theology of the day, if anything of

have named,—faith, repentance and bap- | this kind is intended to

tism for the remission of sins; then the

perfect the chil-
dren of men, then I don’t read the Scrip-

laying on of hands for the reception of the | tures aright; for T am told in the Secip-

Holy

Ghost; then, when the spirit falls | tuares that God gave these

ifts specially,

upon the Church, it diversifies all these | because. we cannot be perfected without

gifts that are named throughout the whole
body of the Church. This agrees with the
promise that Jesus made when he gave the
great, last commission to His apostles to

preach the gos»el in all the world to every | hear a minister use very flowe
n that occasion He made cer- | a

creature,
tain promises to every creature that should
dwell on the earth. Said He, ‘““He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, and
he that believeth not shall be damned; and
these signs shall follow them that believe:
“In my name they shall cast out devils.”
Now, notice, this promise was not exclu-
sively made to the A postles, they were the
ones who received the commission to go
and Frﬂach the gospel; but the . oromises
that I am now repeating were made to all
persons in the world that should believe
that gospel they preached. They who be-
lieved should not only have the gift of sal-
vation conferred upon them, but, “these
signs shall follow them that believe., In
my name they shall castout devils, they
shall speak with new tongues; anl if they
take up serpents, or drink any deadly
‘thing they shall not hurt them, and the
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
s ao. i gifts of that ancient ]

ese are the 0 ancien !
—the powers that pertained to the bﬁgm
of the Holy Spirit, promised to every be-
liever in the world. These were the powers
that were remarkable in the Church of the
living God, and which constituted that
Church the body of Christ.

them. They were given, says Paul, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. O,
how much the Christian world seem to
be edified at the present day! Ifthey can
language,
eat deal of oratory, and bring into his
subject, as it were, all the various parts
and pofnta of logie and rhetorie, their ears
are tickled, and they feel that they are
wonderfully edified, buf it is a false edifi-
cation,
speak of are those miraculous gifts that
esus gave when he ascended up on high.
Without them the world is liable to be
deceived and carried away by every wind
of doctrine that is incorrect; and Paul
tells us that they were given for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ until we all come
to the unity of the faith and of the know-
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect

&

man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ. That is, they were
never to cease, they were never to be done
away until the Church arrived at that
period when they should no lenger look
through a glass darkly, but see face to
face, and becomeimmortal and be exalted
to His presence; then these gifts would no
Iungar be necesary, ‘Ihe gift of healin
will no longer be needed when we are a
immortal; there will be no need of the gift
of tongues or interpretation when all have
one language,

Besides being designed to bring the Saintis
to this state of perfection these gifts were

Now, we will inquire where has this body | also intended to prevent the church from

of Christ been during the last seventeen
hundred years? Has it existed among the
Greeks or Roman Catholies? or has it ex-
isted among the Protestant denominations
for the t two or three centuries? No;
these gifts have been banished from the
earth for several centuries and the univer-
sal cry in the religious world of Christen-
dom is that ““These gifts were only intend-
ed for the first age of Christianity.,’’ Baut
if these gifts are part of the gospel, you do
them away and you do away with the
gospel. Let us quote a passage to prove
that these gifts were to remain among the
true believers so long as true believers
should be on the earth. We have alread

quoted one passage to prove this, which is
to be found in the last chapter of Mark,

where all believers in the four quarters of

the earth are promised that certain signs
should follow them. Another passage you
will find in the epistle of Paul to the Ephe-
sians, which says that when Jesus ascend-
ed upon high He led cﬂvtiﬁty captive, and
gave gifts unto men, 6 gave s0me apos-
tles, some prophets, some evangelists,
pastors and teachers. All these various
gifts that I have quoted were given unto
men when Jesus ascended up on high,
What was the purposé for which they
were given? Were they given, as the
-Christian world say, merdly for the sake ol
establishing the gospel, and when that was

q

being carried about by every wind of
doctrine by the sleight of men and their
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in
wail to deceive. Yon take a people who
have not these gifts, and you wiﬁ see them
carried about by every wind of doctrine.
One leaning to the Methodist, another after
the Baptists, another after the Presbyteri-
ans, and another after this seetand another
after that, They have not the gifts necessa-
ryito keep them in the unity of the faith;
and mnot being keptin the unity of the
faith, not having the power to call upon
God and receive revelations from Him to
guide and direct them in regard to doe-
trine and principle, they are overcome by
the power aqd persuasion of the e¢hildren of
men, by their sleight and cunning crafti-
ness until they are overpowered and
dragged away, as it were, into every spe-
cies of wild enthusiasm, the doctrines of
men. So much for the gospel as taught by
bholy and inspired men in former days.
Now for another part of my subject.

I told you that God had revealed an
ancient Bible,—the Bible of aucient Ameri-
ca, by the ministration of an angel, sent

forth from heaven, What does it contain?
A record of this same gospel that I have al-
ready named. ‘ But,” saysone, ‘“we have
a record of that already, ia the New Testa-
ment; what is the use of another record of
it?”” Inanswering that question, I will ask

| America and the northern

| very different
| aborigi

perfected by learning, |
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another, When Matthew had written his
gospel, what was the use of Mark writing
one at!tarwards; and when Matthew and
Mark had each written the gospel what was
the use of Luke writing it; and when these
three had written it what was the use of
John the Revelator writing another record
ofit? And so we might go on and say
after Matthew, Mark Luke and John had
written why should God revea4l to us an-
other Bible containing the same gospel? I
will tell you,—It is because God inteuds to
give just as many witnesses to the children
of men as seems Him good. Ifwe haveihe
testimony and witness of the Jewish nation
on the eastern continent to that everlast-
ing gospel, is it not reasonable that God
should also give us the testimmony ofthe
inhabitants who formely lived on the great
western world. Let us reason together on
this subject. The infidel says, *“Why was
the Lord so narrow in His feelin % that He
confined His operations to that little spot
of ground called Palestine? Why dida't
He reveal His will, requirements and laws
to other nations?’’ This is one of the argu-
ments of the infidel, and it is very good so
far as it goes. The infidel sometimes hap-
pens tohit upon some truth, I would say
the same. God had a peoplehere in ancient
Ameriea, there is no mistake about this,
and all who want to know for certain inre-
gard to this Continent being settled, just
read the history of its antiquities,—read the
works of Stevens and Catherwood and many
others,on the great and mighty ancient
cities whose ruins are seen on various parts
of this Continent, especially in Central
part of South
America. Ruins,loo,that not only speak of a
former civilization of the inhabitants who
dwelt there, but which show thatthey
were a people who understood the arts,—
understood building magnificent cities,
temples and great palaces. They were a
people from the present
nal inhabitants of the Continent,
Now if God had a people living on this

reasonable that He should speak to them
as well as to the people of Asia? Reflect
upon it for a few moments! Why should
God leave the great western world out of
the plan of salvation? Has He not declar-
ed Himself to be an impartial Being? And
if He is impartial would He not remember
those who are of the same blood? We are
all created by the same Creator; the inhabi-
tants of the four quarters of the earth des-
cended from the same parentage; they are
all of the same blood, and consequently
they are immortal beings, and have souls
to be saved. Then was it not needful, in
order to be saved, that the fulness of the
gospel should be revealed to the people of
the West as well as to the people of the
East? Now, Reason, independent of any-
thing else, would say that it would be per-
fectly Godlike for Mim te reveal Himself
to the people of ancient America as well as
to the people of the eastern world; that
they might know about Jesus, and the
atonement that He wrought out, and be
miade partakers of the same gifts and bles-
sings as the children of God in the eastern
lands. This is a reasonable conclusion to
comse to.

And again, if God did reveal to the peo-
ple of this continent the plan of salvation,
showing that he is an impartial Being, why
should it be thought incredible by the
learned or by any reflecting person that He
should bring these revelations to light,
especially when He had promised, accord-
ing to what you heard this forenoon, 1o
send an angel with the everlasting gospel
to be preached to every people, nation and
kindred under the whole heaven? Why
not bring to light, by the ministration of
an angel, the record of the gospel that was
preacheci here on this
phere?

Perhaps some may say that we have
neither witness nor testimony,save it be the
Book of Mormon, and theliving witnesses
whose names are attached to that book,
that the people ofthis Continent knew any-
thing about God or about revelation, But
let me inform such persons that they are
mistaken, Only a few years ago,—in 1865,
thirty-eight years after the plates of the
Book of Mormon were taken out of the
earth by Joseph Smith, one of the great
mounds in the State of Ohio was opened,
near Newark, in Licking County. It was
a very large mound: it measured, before
they began to cart away the stones and
dirt, 580 feet in circumference, and was
from forty to feet in height. After
they had carted away from this mound
several thousand loads of dirt and stone,
for the purpose of canaling or fixing a
canal, they found on the outer edge near
the cireumferenc of the base of this mound,
just within the circle, several smaller
mounds, builtentirely of fire clay, that had
the appearance of putty, When digging
into one of these smaller mounds they
came to something that had the appearance
of wood, and after having removed the
upper surface of it, they found a trough,
and in that trough several metalic rings,
Eruhabiytheanuienb ceins of the country.

hey also found that the interior trough
had been lined with some kind of el.th,
but it was in such a state of decom position
that only the least bit of it would hold to-
gether, not even a pieceas large as your
thumb nail. There were also some human
bones in this trough and a lock of fine
black hair, Underneath this trough, still
further down in the fireclay, they found a
stone, and when it was taken out they
found that it was hollow and that there

Western hemis-

was something inside of it. They found
by inspection that it had been cemented
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together with hard cement. With consi-
derable exertion they broke the stone in
two. Itwas oval, or elliptical in form,
They separated it where it was cemented
together, and in' the inside they found
another kind of stone on which was en-
graven the Ten Commandments in the
ancient Hebrew. This stone was imme-
diately sent to Cimcinnati, where many
learned men saw it and they declared the
inscriptions were in ancient Hebrew, and
translated the Ten Commandments, The
stone was nearly seven inches long, nearly
three inches wide, and almost two in
thickness, On one side of it there was a
depression, and in this depression was a
raised profile, the likeness of a man clothed
with a robe,—that is, carved out of the stone,
with his left side partially facing the be-
holder, and the robe and girdle upon his
left shoulder; he had also a turban on,
Over his head was written in Hebrew,
Moshe, which is the Hebrew name for
Moses. They therefore represented this’
person, thus carved out, as Moses, Around
about him, that is on the various sides of
the stone, were writfen the ten command-
ments in ancient Hebrew.,

Now, what does this Ernva? It proves
that the inhabitants of this country were
acquainted with the revelations of heaven,
—those given to Moses; and if they under-
stood these would they not naturally look
forward to the coming of the Messiah?
Would they not look for the Lord to raise
up such a being, which their law indicated
by types? And when that being came is
it to be supposed thathe would leave the
inhabitants of America ignorant concern-
ing that event? By no means. He would
not forget them., Aud this record,—the
Book of Mormon, gives us an account of
that very people.

Let me here state that I have seen this
stone; with my own eyes I have seen the
Hebrew engravings upon it; and though
many of the characters were altered %n
ahga from the present Hebrew, yet I had
sufficient knowledge of them to understand
and know how to translate the inscription,
This stone was sent to the New York Eth-
nological Society, and while there by the
Enliteness of the secretary of the Society I

ad the pleasure of seeing it. Another
mound was opened in the same county in
Ohio and out of it were taken stones with

other Hebrew inscriptions; and in 1860 and
1865 there were several of these antiquities
exhumed with Hebrew characters on, and
one with characters that were not Hebrew,
and which the learned could not translate,
showing that the peugla of this continent
not only understood the Hebrew, but some
other kind of an alphabet, This book,—
the Book of Mormon, informs us that the

Lord brought the colony to this country
six hundred years before Christ, and that
he brought them from Jerusalem. Was
there anything connected with these an-
cient characters that would indicate such a
great antiquity? Yes. The Hebrew, since
six hundred years before Christ, every
learned scholar knows, has been greatl
altered in the shape of its characters. It
now has square characters, with vowel
points; that is, the form of the Hebrew
characters now is entirely different in
many respects from the ancient charac-
ters, such as are found in coins and engray-

ings lately exhumedin Palestine. Moreover

since the period that colony was brought to
America, not only have the forms of the
Hebrew characters been changed, but some
fourteen different new characters have
been introduced. Now, the stones taken
from these mounds, on which the ten com-
mandments were engraved, had none of
these new characters,which shows that the
inscriptions were of a more ancient date
than the modern Hebrew. Still further,

The Hebrew as it now stands, has a great
many of what are termed final characters
that it did not have six hundred years be-
fore Christ. ¥You do not find these charac-
ters on these stones that were taken out of
the Ohio mounds, All these circumstan-
ces prove, pointedly, the great antiquity of
the people who formed these mounds and
wrote the characters on these stones. .

The Book of Mormon informs us that
they understood the Egyptian as well as
the Hebrew. They kept many of their
records in the ptian character as well
as the Hebrew character. That book also
informs us that Jesus, after he was ¢rucifi-
ed in Jerusalem, appeared on this Ameri-
can continent, and commanded the people
to do away with the law of Moses which
their athers were in possession of and
kept; and He introduced the everlasting
gospel in their midst; and he commanded
them to write it on the plates, from which
this book was translated. Thus you see
that this isa record of the everlasting gos-
pel, as Jesus, Himself, administered it to
the ‘faﬂpla of this continent eighteen hun-
dred years ago,that is,after his resurreciion
from the dead, and after he had finished
His mini try in Jerusalem.

On what part of this Continent did Jesus
appear? e appeared in what 18 now
termed the northern part of South Amer-
jca, where they had a temple built, at
which place the people were gathered to-

ether, some twenty-five hundred in num-
%er, marvelling and wondering af thegreat
earthquake that had taken place on this
and, which had destroyed so many cities,
&e., and the great darkness that had over-
shadowed the land, which was asign given
them by prophecy concerning the cruecifix-
ion of Christ. They were marveiling and
wondering about it, and while they were
talking over it, nearly a year after the res-
urrection of Jesus, they heard a voice in
the heavens, and casting their eyes heay-



