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The piant has received the endoree.
ment of several leading agriculturiate,
us good both for a coldand dry climaste.
It is said that three to five cuttiage oan
be made §o n seasnn, that ite yield 18
even greater than with Jucern, and
that it is egually euitable for animals,
who relish tne leaves of the plant nar-
ticularly, The Freneh, En lish and
Germnsn hortirultural journals praiee it
bighly; ite strongest endoreernents in
Lhis rountry come from the QCornel!
University experiment station and the
lowr aerlealtural college.

Juat now the reed 18 rather expen-
8l ve, costing $26 a pound wholesale—
that {» one-iortieth of what the originsj
sfock brought to this conntry cosi;
therefore it is only obinalpable 1n smanl)
peckete. For the prewent, there i not
likely to be any rush for it in theso
puris, ae ite superiority over Jucern has
not heen fully established, ang even if
it were as clalmed is not sufficlent to
warrant great chapges., It will be
weall, however, 1o uote tbe results o)
terts to be mrde of the new plant in
the Westl, with a view of ascertalning
whether or not the horticulturiste
really have hrought oul an tmprovaed
forage plant.

C——————

ON SCILOUL MATTERS.

Thie communication has been
celved from James M. Ballard,
Grafton, Utakr:

If it is Dot asking too much, wonld yon
be su kind as to nnswer ihe following
questions in regard to our iree sunool
Taw: 2

1, To Sec, 76 It reada thys; **No¢ school
district shall revelve any apportionwént
%4 school moneys unless such dis-
trio: sbull bave muintalned s achoel
therein for at least twen:.y weeks during
the nex. preceding school year.” Now,
doos the law contemplale furnl=hing the
funds 10 maintain a ~chool for (hat
lengib of time,or does it intend that when
the appourtionment lor such distriot ls
exbau~ted that 1be pecple open their
ow 1 pursea and muintain the sohool vhe
required lengih of 1ime at their own ex-

eunse?

2. Will the law compel soch disiriot to
muiniaio a school 1wenly weaks unleas
the innds are furnished? Our school
population iz small, eohsequently our
appor fontnent is light, but in order to
maintain our soboo! the required length
ol time, we have had to pay {or a poriion
ot outof onr own pockews, whioch in
1803-4 cost us nearly tooar dollars per
sehnlar.

Whilo we rre thum sitnated there are
dirtrivts obn bolh pides of us thai draw
fund= enough 1o matniain their school the
reqoired length of iime.

}rom the toregoiug I do bol wish it
understood that I am no friend to eduea-
tion, tor there ia Do one who would make
a greater effort for the canse of edupailon
than I would, :

We aro supposed 1o comply with a ecde
of +chool lawr, such as 1he changing of
books, the employment of & wuftable
teachor and being compelled to eend
‘ohildren hetween certain ages,or bo fined
for noL doIDE 8o.

Naw it looks as thongh, if the law
compels us to do these Lhings, Lhat it
ought to come lo our aid with tunda Lo
maintaip our echool, and Dot because we
are a sinall district leave us out in the
cold 10 take oare of ocurselves the best
that wo cAD.

As to the first queertlon: The law
conlemplates furnlubing the'fubds (o
malntaln a school tn each district for
the lenglh of Uime stated; but it does

re-
at

uct pcontemplste that the apportion-
ment named in thal part of the law
quoted ls Lhe on'y available fund for
vbe purpoee. The law inltends that
wben the apportionment for such dts-
trict §a exhausted the owners of lax-
able property shall open thefr pureen
and meluain the school the required
length of time.

Fur a further explapation It may be
atated that tbere are three lex funye
rom which to draw for the expense of
supporting and malntaining publie
schools. There are(l)the Territoriai
tevy; (2) the county levy; and (3) the
renool Jdiatrict levy, The ‘Territorinl
levy creata a fund which Is appor-
tioned hy thoe Territorial commissioner
uf sgbools; the county fund of thessme
charscter ia apportioned by the enuuty
saperintendent.  The distribution e
based upon the number of echool ehil-
Jren 1esiding Ju each distriet; and |l
the dratrict trustees do nol keep s
rchool twenly weekusiu the year for the
Lenefit of the children referred to, u«
dist:lbutivn 1 made to the disiniol.
Foat iz the apportionment mentlonen
in seotion 786, quoted by our curres-
peodent. The olther fund to be Jrawu
on Js wholly under the controi
ol the trustees, and is provided for in
seolion 38 of tbe school law, where ibe
trosless are empowerad toraise "'on the
inxable properiy of the distriot, one-
fourth of one per cent for the support
of schoole, and to defray current ex-
penses.”? Tois jatter fund isthe oue
referred to when weeay Lhe owners of
taxable property are required to open
their purses to maintsin theschools.
They do so in the case of lhe olher
funde as well, 1or it all comes out of the
taxpe Yers® pockels,

Cuining to tbe second interrogation;
The law directs (seotion 39) that the
trustees “‘shall organize, maintain anuv
cobveniently locate schools for the
vdupation of the obildren of schos)]
age within the district, or cbange or
disountinue any of them nccording

10 Iaw.” The chaoge relerred tu
relates to tbe re-arrangement of
ajstriote, eto; the discontinuante to

schooln where Lthe averave sileudance
of puyplls is less than elgbt for twenly
consecutive daye. In all olhar czses 11
ts provided (eection 48) Lhar *‘every
dlstrict school sball be Kept in seesion
ot less than two terms in eacb sohoo)
year;* that 18, twenty weeks, Tnis
18 abvut as pear compeliing the main-
senance ol & scbool ror that length o!
Ume as cun be well done unqer exlet.
1ng circumstances; tbe penally for
siluce to comp y is to deprive the dls-
triot of the appurtionment of Territor-
] and county school funde. But the
tullure to keep echoul Ja hardly charge-
able to the law not furniebhing the
tunde, siLCe if the t wo-and-a-buit mille
distfict tax be ocollected in wsddition
ta  the apportlonmeois  relerred
to, there probably s no echool
district rufficiently large to
ne entitled to that independent
distinellon which would nut then
nave plenly of fundsa to run echool balt
lime,

Thls anawera all the dis ct-queries of
of cur correspondent. His statement
of L0e auvasutages distriots on botb
sides have jn secuiing enough from the
Territorial and county apportionment
to run echools the reguired fengih ol
time, and the resson tosrefor, shuuid
silurd s suggestion to our (rafton
tifends as to how they can become
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equally well fuvored. It le the gp

wny we koow of, and then they Br’;
much better situated than many
others who might be named. There

18 a8 large Dnumher of people, ea.
pecially in rmall Jietricts 16 the comy,..
ury, who fancy that in the larger citjgg,
the sobools sre malntaived vut of g,
general) fund npportioned by Terruo"a,,
a0y coboly scbuol officers. This ia

very great misteke. As a maller of

| fuot, the clty sehool distriote are mugjy

more heavily burdened than thoge in
the conoltry, aRnd the extra eost oo .
tiuned by our Grafton correspondent s
scciulog lo pevple ju bis uistrict fqp
schvol meintenance would be regargey
by olty taXpayersn 8 a COM pPuratfve
fiy-speck, 1f sl that price they cuulg
secUre the educations) laclilties g gy,
enjoyed. The sobool LluXavon g)p
sround ia proportionstely muoca bea viey
tn the oty escbool uiseiricte in thig
Territory than |{n the country dletrigg i

In comparisou with Its tmmedigyg
neighbore, however, Gralton seemy to
ue sulleriug an iojustioe, and in cal].
Ing attentioo Lo thie facl our corpgg,
pondent ocertaluly sbould nop pe
deemed unfriend:y to education,
le merely peoinling out s situation
sbould be changed so tbat all ip the
fucality can be trested alike, or thge
should be understovd as the best thag
can be done,so people may begy itd
cheerfully, The couniy court "“ght'
give reliel in one difection, as (g
stntule uathorizes it todo, by GunBuligag.
ing UGraiton wilh eome aietriol mgpe.
bleszed in the way of schouol pupulstipp
If that should be deemed advisable, 4,
It might he il the districtis unable,’ |,
thethree funds whioh the law Provide
t0 meel necessaly eXpeneve,

{3
thag.
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POVERTY AND CRIME.

The NEWS hee published s com m -
nicatlon from dr. John B, Glenson, i
whioh professing Cbristlaoe are ap
\reated to engage in Whattbe correg.
nondent very properly terms “practigal
Chbristianity'*—hbelping those who gq
in need, DMr. Gleason ae8umes Whgt jp
probably true, that fhere are & yregy
many needy and deserving Pereonps
bere upon whom the divive Principle
ot cbarity eould ve made lo opergte
beneficiaily, not only for the good that
would cuvme to them bat also for the
henefit that would, accfue Lo those wig
by thelr liberality give an evigences
of love tor thelr feilowman. MNg
deubt there are many people
who profess (hristian
who mlght bless 8nd be blessed
hy putting those prinelples fnjg
practice. To these Lbe sugprestions of
the correspondent should eome hyme
with a force that will fnepire Ibem 1o
uotion,

Atthe same time It must not be for-
gntten tbat prsetical Christinnity of
the kind referred lo finus & hroayg ex- I
uvrclee In this commubnity. There mre
many people of all sbades of religious
oplolon . who give muub time apd
weans Lo the reljel of those Wbo are jn
Jdistress, and In a general way tbey |

cover the field euccessiuliy, at
least so far as the worthy poor
asre concerned, Tbere may be io- |
stADces among this olass where

the facte do not become known, and
pecple eufler in coneequence of a falwe
pride that will not alluw them to reveal

prineiples l
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