
T
it

UHEE DE RET AST

aed arealej J alford M D henry
john W mizell john penton

deersonmddPP argonerson Ppacker and others
T louisianaiana is a land of perpetual sum
tor the earth here isis never chilled

firtleme snows and ffrosts of winter as it
to in the north there are no chattering
teeth and shivering forms from cold
weatherer no necessity for coats of fur
in thisabis sunny land where the earth is

robed in never fading verdure this
oart of the state is covered with a vast
forestt of timber mostly pine of the finest
auty beneath these stately trees the
wounaaround is matted with an abundance olof

crass upon which stock may graze
amm april until november plantations

biow and small are interspersed here
MWad werethere in the mighty forest upon
winchpah manya any of the dusky sons of africa
may be seen as in slave time laboring
iw the cotton cane and corn fields they
elanifor as themthey work and seem to be
hoopy

abetae ricrichestliest farmingfanning land is found in

theakik swamp also much valuable timber
och as cypress green oak hickory etc

essm is
faa coucountry witwithh a generous soil

I1

tech will bless energetic human effort

itha kind reward the clouds are
laden with moisture and heavy dews

as we never have in zion are
always sparkling in the morning sun

fh pluma and peach areestrees are now inin
bloom and some of the fields are green

letb sprouting gragrainin M P PRATT

A missionaryNARY NOTE

TAYLOR co KYjari matchmarch i1 1897

t himehave delayed writing having been
g several days on my way to

wilynewayne county about seventy five miles
down on the tennessee line having

fixed marion county and closed it on
hao Ah of february with prayer that
tafe lordd will remember those who have

many honest peopleuus kindly
estimatingestigating the gospel and many

areawe not but make fun but we do our
hatintoja in warning them and then leave
them in the hands of the lord

f I1haaveavoe been in lebanon about a week
aad stayed at a hotel and it cost me
f thing the kind lady sent heherr son uptg everyavery night to find me and bring

the lord moved herher housebouseaftaetotoft do it to enable me to do the work
th Llordrd very often softens the hearts
atOtopeopleeople towards us and they know
switotwaywhy but they keep us while inin their

1midstI
I1 calledlied at a hotel the other night and

tuethe tody said she could not keep us but
xhid go right up to that housebouse and
they will keep you we went and
found entertainment the gentleman be
ing the leading merchant next night
we again found entertainment at a hotel
0soo you see the lord softens the hearts
qrf the people to care for us from day to

you can send letters to me for the
time being to monticello wayne county
ky I1 would like to have you live near
a temple where you could spend the re-
mainder of your days in the work for
the dead I1 am well and weweighh iksibs
so0o you see they treat me I1 am in
a ttange land they very often sayaseemyou seem just like some of my kin
beut is the priesthood we holdbold that
make them hang about us and hate to

go away we went into a neigh
and held fourteen meetings

they hauling us around in their carricarriages
and cookincooking bibig dinners for us rhethe
blessings laurd were upon us and
we held some very good meetings they
furnishing the choirs when the time
came to leave they shook hands with us
and sang god be with you till we
meet again and some had tears in
their eyes six people were ready lorfor
baptism but the weather was very cold
so they put it off for a few days I1 felt
bad to leave them they seemed so
friendly but we must go and not stay
long anywhere I1 will close for the pres-
ent NEPHI MARTINEAU

IN THE CREOLE STATE

OPELOUSAS la feb 20 1897
we are laboring in st landry parish

which is located in the southwestern
part of the state the principal indus-
tries of this parish are timber or

rice growing and sugar manu-
facturingfacturing

the lumbering industry is the most
extensive owing to the vast swamps
covered with a dense growth of timber
such as cypress white oak ash and
gumsims this timber is covered with alonglong gray moss which has a tendency to
make the swamps look dismal and lone-
ly and indeed theythem are or at least they
seem so to us as we pass through them
and in the distance hear the mournful cry
of the screech owl mingled with the
doleful echo of the timber choppers
the manner in which this timber is got-
ten out to the sawmills is somewhat of a
novelty to us utopiansUtonians instead of go
ing into the timber on a wagon they go90
in a boat called a sharpshootersharp shooter J in
place ofstanding on the ground to cut the
timber they either stand in the sharp-
shooter 0 or chop a hole in the tree and
place an oak plank called a spring
board in it and upon this they stand
while chopping instead of hauling the
timber to the mill they float it or as it
is sometimes called rule it and by
the way it takes an expert to stay on
these logs while floating to the bayou
there is a stream draining these swamps
at this bayou there are a great many
logs which are raftedcrafted or hitched to-
gether and floated sometimes for miles
to the mills where they are sawed inizeinto
lumber

rice growing isis a special feature of this
parish carried on principally by french-
men commonly called creolescheolesCreoles this
rice isis grown on the prairies or swamps
which are low marshy flats of land where
the water stands until the rice is matured

cane raising is the greatest industry of
the state buthisbut is not carried on to any
9greatreat extent in this parish although
enough is raised to supply the demand of
the people in both sugar and syrup

if you had happened through our par-
ish during grinding time you would more
than likely have seen two mormon
elders quite busily engaged in convert-
ing some of this cane into vagas

since our last conference which was
held on the and aoth OFof august we
have according to instructions given us
by our presidentr i ent elderider E S kimball
aadoptedopte the following plan of laboring
onn entering into a neighborhood we
makea e every effort to hold a series 0
meetings on the first principles of ththee
gospel thereby giving the deoppeoplele a
chance to hear what we are teaching
so far we have found this to be by far the

most profitable way of presenting thegosgospelell to themaewe have succeeded in allaying guclu
prejudice and are making a host olof
friends J GRANVILLE PACKPACE

R H SMITH

AN ELDERS experience

ROMNEYROMMEY HAMPSHIRE co W va
march 4 1897

I1 left my home in emery county
utah march 12 1895 to fill a mission inim
the northern states I1 left salt lake
city march isah to attend conference
that was to be held march and
at newberg preston county west vir-
ginia where we met we had a good
time together I1 was abassignedsigned to labor
with eldereider A J allenalien in tucker county
west virginia we canvassed a large
part otof the county and held a tewfew meet-
ings but it was hard for us to get any
place to preach in except in private
houses we labored there till the fint
of september then we attended a con-
ference at pratt allegheny county
maraland where we had a splendid
time

I1 was assigned with elder G W
parrish to go back and finish tucker
county and we made lots of friends and
held quite a number of meetings we
labored there until april 17 1896 when
we attended conference held at la belle
randolph county west virginia

I1 was assigned to labor in pendleton
county west Vvrginiavirginia elder doseph

my partner we went to
the county and found a few saints there
but there had been no elders in that
part for three years the people were
glad to see us while in that county we
made many friends and were treated
well all the time we were there I1 be-
lieve there will be some baptized into
the true fold we held a goodly num-
ber of meetings there in the school
houses and some who refused to keep
us when we first yentwent into the county
afterwards invited us to come and stay
with anem we stayed there until oc-
tober when we went to conference atpratt allegheny county maraland on the
3rdard and ath of october 1896

elder P R gillespie and I1 were sent
to finish canvassing hampshire county
west virginia since we have been in
this field we have fared well we have
held quite a number of meetings and
made many friends in february it was
veryverv muddy but we held meeting in thethat
sandy rig and the cold stream school
houses on the sast of february I1 had
thehe privilege of leading T R homer
into the river and baptized him there
were all of two hundred people
present to witness the ordinance
some of them came a long ways tp see
him baptized he is well learned on
the scriptures and is well thought of all
through the country I1 think there will
be more who will be baptized there if
they can raise the courage for there are
many who are convinced that we preach
the gospel according to the scriptures
we have been told in some places that
we are the I1 first ones they ever have
heard preach the gospel the people
are fast finding out that the mormon
people have been mimisrepresented to
them

1 we are among a good hearted people
as a general thing indand many of thermthem
are willingwillingto to listen to us explain thethat
gospel they can seethaasee that they agrenotare not


