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CLEV ELANDS MESSAGE

washington november 29 1893
the presidents message isis ready for
congress it will be submitted next
week and could an advance copy be
secured it would bring a hundred doll-
ars for every crabbed stroke in the sig-
nature at its close presidents messages
always affect the stock market and
once every year the president puts forth
a paper which makes and unmakes for-
tunes this was never more so than it
is today and there are numbers of new
york brokers who are ready to pay well
for advance information aA wall street
man is said to have offered to
one of the white house employedemployes for
an advance copy of one of andrew
johnsons messages and one of presi-
dent hayes messages was sold to the
newspapers by the printer who set it up
for 1000 the agreement was that he
was to have 1500 and the combination
which bought it were the correspondents
of the chicago times of the cincinnati

0 enquirer and the new york times
each one of these papers was to pay
flooboo for the exclusive use of the mess-
age but the times went back on its
bargain through the difference in time
between new york and chicago the
chicago tribune correspondent in new
york had heard that the message was to
beantprintedhinted he remained up all night
and bought the first new york papers
that came from the press he found
the message inin the new york timestim
findand at once telegraphed it to his
chicago paper storey was then editor
of the chicago times and he refused to
pay his share of the and so the
man only got 1000 for his perfidy

Clevelands message has been very
carefully guarded he has written the
most of it with his own pen and he does
more and more of his own writing every
day the white house has never been
so close and exclusive as it is now and
news has never been more carefully
watched president cleveland seldom
uses a stenographer though there are
several good shorthand writers at the
white house and there is one who
draws a calary on the executive pay roll
as such the president prefers to write
his own letters and his message has
been written almost entirely with his
own hand he uses a pad and a pen

1I and he has written the message inin piece-
meal taking up the different subjects
one by one and fitting the pieces into
the mosaic which isis now inin the hands

kv of the government printers he is a
remarkable ready writer his hand is
small and eramcrampedped but he writes rapidly
and he revises little he has a good
command of language and he likes out
of the way expressions during his last
administration he penned the longest
message which was ever submitted tocongress and the probability is that
the present message will equal this in
length

so far none of president Clevelands
messages have been published in ad-
vance of their submission to congress
he has been exceedingly careful to keep
them from the newspapers and it isis in-
terestingte to know how this is done thematter is given out only to the most

trusty compositors and the proofs and
the galleys are locked up when not in
use inin a burglarproofburglar proof safe this was
the method which was adopted when
cleveland was in the white house be-
fore and at this time the government
printer read the proofs himself and
made the corrections he brought the
copy to the white house and carried
the proofs to president cleveland in his
own hand then the news was not half
so valuable as it is now infor-
mation as to the financial question isis now
being greedily asked for the whole
country wants to know what Cleveclevelandjand

I1is going to say on the tariff and his
exact statement as to the hawaiian
matter would be worth 5 a line if it
could be published now the employedemp loyes
about the executive mansion appreciate
this and they are as silent as the sphinx
secretary thurber looks wise and says
nothing executive clerk pruden isis
more dumb and owl like than ever and
the whole white house seems to have
suddenly become tongue tied

one of president arthurs messages
was stolen and published a day or so
before it was delivered in the househonse of
representatives and grants first mes-
sage was read by the whole county a
day bearebei ore congress had it one of
the most striking thefts of presidents
messages was one of Lincol ns which
was gotten by chevalier wykoff for the
new york herald and it is believed
that this man obtained a sight of the
message through mrs lincoln he was
living here at washington as a gentle-
man of society rather than a newspaper
man and when hisbis dispatch was pub-
lished he was called before a committee
of the house of representatives and
commanded to state where he had
gotten the message he replied that he
was bound under a promise of secrecy
not to reveal this matter and it was
currently reported that mrs lincoln
had shown him the message while he
was out riding with her in her carriage
president lincoln was greatly annoyed
over the matter and wykoff finally said
that the gardnergaddn r at the white house
had gotten the manuscript and shown
it to hmhim his statement was evidently
disbelieved for congress did nothing
with the gardner and he afterwardsafter wards
received an appointment as second
lieutenant in the army

president harrison spent fully as
much time upon his messages as does
president cleveland he wrote them
in sections and handed the first draft
over to miss sanger who transcribed
them with the typewriter and handed
the copy back to the president for
revision president harrison then went
over this copy changing it here and
there and sometimes rewriting an en-
tire paragraph after it was finished
it was given to miss sanger to be again
copied and again revised until it exact-
ly suited president harrisons ideas
hee was very particular as to his mes-
sages

mes-
sage and his state papers will rank
high for their diction and thought
none of his messages were ever pub-
lished in advance though they were set
up at the government printing office
president fiarnharrisonson gave positive in-
structions as to the care to be taken in
regard to them and at one time he
thought of having the printers come to I1

the white house to set them up at
least this report was published at the
time

the message does not go to con-
gress inin typewritten form it is usually
sent in manuscript on long sheets of
gray blue paper and it seldom reaches
congress inin the handwriting of thepresident one of the best penmen in
in the united states is the executive
clerk mr pruden and it is he who
copies the messages for congress
two copies are made one for the
senate and the other for the house and
at the same time that these are read
printed copies are laid on the desks of
the senators and representatives some
of whom follow the reading of the clerk
with the books and others who take the
printed messages homelive to read at their
leisure w

it is said that president cleveland
writes his own messages he takes
plenty advice from his cabinet and gets
all the suggestions he can but he has
his own opinions and he writes his own
ideas at the end the present message
has been looked over by the cabinet
and a few outside parties cleveland
and gresham lamontlament and bissell have
had the most to do in consultation but
the finished document is I1 am told the
work of the president

why it be you ask thereply is that it ought to be but at the
same time it would be nothing strange
if it were not many of the executive
messages of the past for which presi-
dents get credit were written by others
than themselves washington gave the
ideas for his farewell address but it was
alexander hamilton and james madi-
son who put the thoughts into shape for
him amos kendall wrote most otof
andrew jacksons messages and his
first inaugural address was written for
him by major lewis and henry lee
jeremiah black wrote a number of
fhe messages of andrew johnsonJohoson
andnd daniel webster revised the
inaugural address of william
henry harrisonHar it was full of
classical expressions and had many
allusions to greece and rome web-
ster cut these out and in speaking of
his work at a party the night after he
had revised the aldressa he excused him-
self for being tired because of the
number of roman proconsulsproconsuls he had
kkilledlied that day you remember jack-
sons famous nullification proclamation
it is said that edward livingston
brot 4 it for him and it is so with other
famous messages

the first messages to congress adrewere
read by the presidents in person and
the presidents would probably be read
ing them today in this way had it not
been for thomas jefferson kfjeffersonlerson
it is said could not speak hehe was a
poor reader and he want to ap-
pear ridiculous by trying to read his
message to the house the result was
that he sent it up by his private secre-
tary washington gave his first mes
sage his inaugural to congress in new
york he took the vice presidents
chair in delivering it and a few days
after this the house and senate pre-
pared a reply to the message and went
to house and one of their
members delivered the reply to him
this procedure was gone through with
for several years and president wash-
ington was looked upon as having the
right to direct congress he delivered
thirteen messages to congress during


