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THE NEPHITES AND

. OFLAMANITES.

The colony of lehi landed in Chile,
on the west const of South America,
aboyt 600 yenrs before Chitist, There
i& no oame recorded of the locality of
the first settieinent, but it {8 thus de.
seribed by the great leader, Nephi:

“There ware bensts ‘1p the forests of
every kind, both the 60w and the ox, and
the ags and the horso, and the goat and
the wild goat,and all manunor of wild ani-
mnle. which were for the use of men,
And ’we did find all manper of ore, hoth
of gold and of sllver and of copper.” (I
Nephi, 18: 25.)

The colonists lived together fur
about |hirty years, when serious quur-
rels hroke out among them sod the
members divided into two factione,

brothers, and while at first the La-
manites were tlie aggresdors, and acted
the part of Cain towards their kindred,
in due time Loth nativns were arrayed
agninst each other by mutual hatred,
and their pepetual teuds and sapguin-
ary confliots which have left the land
they have inhabited atrewn with mon-
uments of mtlitary skill and grahly
relica of devastating war,

Laman and Lemuel, the oldest sons
of Liehi, were waywusrd and, violent in
temper in thelr early life,but under the
weary and trying experlences ot thejr
nowmadie life in the wilderness, and
the atill more tedtous and aflictive sea
voyage, they became gloomy and ill-
natured, and thelr moroseness fre-
quently broke out in fierce rebellion
against legitimate
others members of the family were
wild and teniperate, and manitested a
religlous disposition ; they rendered
ready And cheerful obedjence to the
wise swny of their great lsader, Nephi.
But notwithstanding quarrels apd in-
subordination the colony kept to-
gether during the life time of Lehi;
but shortiy after the death of that illue-
trious  Pairiarch domestic turnulie
broke out afresh and resulted in the
complete rupture of the young colony.
The immediate cause of the troubie
was jealousy. Theilr worst passions
were Aroused against their younger
brother because of his popularity- and
the influence he was capable of wield-
ing ln the community. They wanted
to ruje, but lacked the power to oown-
mund the respect and obedlence of the
people. They finully becnme sn
embittered agatust Nephi that they de-
termined to murder him. Seeing the
impossibility of Jivine In peace with
the malcontents, nnd alae being warned
of his danger by thie Lord, Nephi took
those who adhered to him and departed

and thus became the nucleus of twol from the country to veek a new home.

rival pations. 1t has bLeen observed
that the hottest ltate is that exhibited
when blood relatlons quarrel and fight.
The tounders of these mations were

Lo this separation of the Lehite
colony into two sections the foundation
was laid for that dual etato of social life

—that mixture of barbarism and refine-

restraint.  The|

YOL, XLIIL

ment—everywhere observable among
the “aborigines of the American Con-
tinent.

The elements of the Nephite nation
are given by thelr founder as follows:

“Wherefore it camoe to pass’/that I,
Nophi, did take my family, and also Zo-
ram and his fumily, and Sam, my sldor
brother, and his family, nnd Jacob and
Josoph, my younger brethren, and also
my sisters, nnd all those who would go-
with me. And all those who would go
with me wore those who believed in the
warnings and rovelations of God; whore-
fore they .did hearken unte my worda,
And we did take our tenis and whaitso-
ever things wero possible for us, and djd
journey in the wilderness for the spate
of many daye.” (II Nophiv., 6, 7.}

A further distinction was aleo made
by Jucob: ~

"*Now the people who were mnet
Lamanites were Nephites; neverthelosa,
they wore called Nephites, Jacobites
Josephites, Zoramites, Lamanites, Lom-
uelites and Ishmaelites. But I, Jacob,
shall not hereafter distinguish them by
these names, but I shall call them
Lamanites that seek to desiroy tho people
of Nephi, and those who are friendly to
Nephi I shall call Nepbites, or the poople
of Nepli, according to the refzns of the-
kings.” (Book of Jacob, i: 13, 14.)

The Nephitea woere fortuuate or
judiclous 1o their choice of a new
locality, After they **had journeyed
for the space of many days* they
pitched  thelr tunts, They left
the Lamaniles in possesaion of
their deserted bonues and journeyed
porthward, taking with them their
flocks of sheep aud other nnimals, and
such bhousebold -goodr as their con-
venlence would permit. They ad-
dresred themaelvea without delay to
the developing of the resources of the
country around them, which was then,
88 now, very rich in vegetable pro-
ducts and minerals,

Nephi saye:

#Aand I did teach my people to build
buildings; and to work inall mannper of
wood, and of iron, and of copper, and o



