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traveled with passports guaranteeing
hlm safe passage to the frontier. Word
comen that Spanish police attempted to
capture a member of the legation and
that afterwarda an attack was made
upon the train that earried the minlster
out of the country, The treacherous
asapult was frustrated.

‘While this little act was performed on
Spanish soll, a Unlted States crulser
captured a Spanlsh shlp off Key West.
The vessel had a eargo of lumber from
Texas., whlch was confiseated. Actual
hostilities have commenced. There is
now war between the United States and
Spain.

Broadly speakKing, it 13 almost Impos-

. aible to foresee the final outcome of the

struggle thus commenced, but In all
human probability it will be the finls
Hiapaniae, at least as far as thls hem-
igphere is concerned. To a successful
maval warfare in our age—not only
shipg and guns and men of auperlor
physaleal and Intellectuat qualities are
needed, but also ecoal. Without this
articte the finest equipped hattleship is
but a helpless hulk at the mercy of the
wavesd and the engines of deatruction
of the enemy.

The announcement of Great Britain
that coal {8 to be constdered contra-
band of war is of immense importance
in this connection, Tt means that the
Aritish government wlll are to It that
that Indispensahle commmodity will not
e sold to elther of the helllgerent par-
' ties, but as A matter of fact it 1s n hlow
to Spaln which may prove disnstrous to
that country. The =hips of the United
BStates are In a position to replenish
thelr supply along the econast, while
gpain has not a single coaling =atation

‘on this alde of the Atlantic whenever
Cuba or Porto Rico shall have been oc-
cupled by our forces. To establish a line
of coallng steamers to carry the neces-
pary fuel over 2,000 mtles would he an
enormour undertaking, The steamers
would be llable to capture. rendering
the fleet depending on them entirely
‘heipless. The chances are all against
Spain and it {a to be hoped that the
people of the peninsula may realize this
, fact before long and demand the cessa.-
tion of a hopeless struggle,

CONTRABAND OF WAR.

It {3 a principle of International law
that while two powers are at war no
neutral power can furtiish to either of
the belligerents any merchandise,artlele
or commodity that is in the nature of
military supplies, or that can be used

.
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from the time the ship leaves port and
continues during the voyage. I,
however, she manages to complete the
trip and reaches her destination with-
out being overhauled, no liabillty at-
tachea thereafter, no matter what ths
character or degree of culpabllity. The
penaltles spoken of are not confined
to cases in which the contraband gooda
are carried from a friendly port to one
of the enemy’s, but are enforceable in
Hke manner for the carriage of such
goods from one  hostile polnt to an.
other of like character; it |ls the trans-
portation in the Interest of an enemy,
as well as taking prohibited articles
to his country that céonstitutes the
wrongdoing. .

The list of things whlch may be held
contraband of war is qulte lengthy and
may be variable, depending Bomewhat
upon clrcumstances, It I8, however,
invariably the ease that naval stores or
all kinds {(this including, by recent
construction, coal). war munitions and
Implements. and ln fact. anything that

alida or strengthens the enemy are
contraband of war. So also
are provisions of all kinds if de-

slgned for his use or benefit. During
our c¢ivil war General Butler invented
the pecullar doectrine, and applled It,
that the negroes of the SBouth were
contraband of war, hecause they were
coneldered as property and used to
further the cause of Confederacy. The
name attached to them and they got
to be called "econtrabands” more than
an¥thing else.

The capture by the United States
eruiser Nashville of a Spanish mer.
chantman, reported in the telegraphic
columns of today’s ''News,” ‘may or
may not have been because of the lat.
ter, having contraband articles on
baard: at thisn writing there are no de-
tailts at hand, but the presumptlon Ia
that such is the case. Otherwlise the
act would belong in a ddifferent class,
relating to war prizes, ecomcerning
which there ir not room at this time to
speak.

e
FOR THAKIWOUNDEN. _a

Civilization Influenced by the prinei-
ples of Christlanity has done much
towards reducing the horrora of war
to a minimum, The armies In the
field are wnccompanted hy efMelent
nurges to take care of the wounded
and mitigate the sufferings of the dy.
ing. Like angels of mercy, men and
women tralned for the work are hur-
rylng to and fro on the battlerields
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directly or indirectly, for the support or| with asslatance to friend and foe alike.

mtrengthening of the army of the com-
batant recelving it, or for prolonging
hostilftles. Sueh merchandise, .article
. or commodlty iz contraband of war, and
is liable to selzure and comfAscation
while in transit by the power that
would be Injured were the confiscated
property to reach its destination.

The congequences of such violation of
the international code are penaltles
<collectible without a great deal of cere-
mony or delay. If the owner of the
contraband articles is also owner of
the vessel, he forfeits the craft aa
well as the goods and all other things
that may be intermixed with them;
this ls algeo the case If the ship bear.
ing the interdieted property has false
papers or s In anyY manner saseeking
to conceal her destination, and her
owner may lozse her If it can be shown
that he knew of or in any manner
consgented to the carriage of auch prop-
erty, Ignorance accompanjed by
good faith are not much more effeptual
in such cages than In the violatlons of
law with which we are more familiar,
for while the owner may save his own
,ptoperty by making out a decldedly
¢lear case, the goods themselves are
forfelted.

The pregent war, however. promises
to be to a large extent one at sea,
and it has so far not been practicable
to extend to the viectims of naval war-
fare the same tender care as to those
fizhting on land. A modern battle-
ship is, even In times of peace. but
poorly provided with facilitles to care
for those on the sick list. In an en-
gagement this condition becomes
wWorse, The wvessel ls divided inte
numerous compartments, each =sep-
arated from the others by water-tight
partitions, rendering the earrying of

wounded (rom one part of the ship to|

the other during the engagement im-
practieable. 'The effect on a ship's
crew of a modern naval battle is not
known except from the late war he-
tween Japan and China, but judging
from the terrible executlon of bursting
shells during that war, the mutilation
of men and fatalities ln any naval bat-
tle between modern ships must be ter.
rible. The question how to properly
care for the wounded 18 therefore a
grave one.

The present surgeon-general, Dr.
Van Reypen, according to the Medleal
Record, haa suggested that an am-
bulance ship should accompany every

plane for such a vessel. ‘They are aa

follows:

‘“The vessel as designed will be threce
thousund, five humdred and fifty tons
displacement; two hundred and sev-
enty-five feet on the load line and three
hundred feet over all; with twin screws
and a speed of f(ourteen Knots; fifty
feet heam, and drawing elghteen feet;
a coal capacity of four hundred and
fifty tons, glving eighteen days' steam-
ing at ten knots. The water tanks wiil
hold nine thousand gallons. The ship
will earry four steam launches and
four barges, each barge arranged with
a flying floor between the thwarts 80 as
convenlently to carry twelve cots on
the fioor. There will be beds for two
hundred and seventy-four and ham-
mock space for eighty-six, state rooms
for elght disabled ofMcers and cot space
for twelve. The forward ward on the
upper deck has been left with only one
tler of bertha for a ward of isolation
or to accommodate more serious cases.
The vessel ean comfortably accommo-
date three hundred and thirty sick or
wounded men, with sufficlent berthing
space for the crew of the veesel. There
are quarters for four medical men, two
apothecaries, and twelve nurses. . . . .
Near the center of the ship on the berth
deck ia the operating room, eighteen
by twenty-one feet. It is well lighted
by a large skylight and by alr ports
above the deek. . . . . Am moon as the
action la over & launch should tow ita
barge alongeide a vessel that has been
in nction, the woupnded rhould he
holsted out and Into the barge and
should then steamy away with all dis-
hateh . to the ambulance ship, unload
its human frelght, and speed away
agaln on lts misslon of humanity.”

The naval authoritiee have acted on
the suggestion and purchased a ship
which now §a being converted into a
fioating hoapital. It I8 intended to ac-
sompany the North Atlantlec squadron
on an errand of merQy.

A JUST CAUSE.

The rellgious and secular press of the
country s practically unanimous on
the question of the justice of the war
now on, and the same view of the mat-
ter is taken abroad by all who dre not
blinded by prejudice. In Spaln
gtrenuoug efforts have been put forth
to ereate the !mpression in Burope that
the United &tates has entered upon
a land-grabbing polley and that Spaln
fs the first vietim. But it is evident
when all the clreumstances are consid-
ered that before the enlightened pub-
lic oplnion of the world this country
neads to offer no apology. On a large
island almost within sight of our own
shores conditlons barbarous even for
the middle ages have been maintained.
From the rulns of thousands of homes
In the ravaged provinces come the piti-
ful appeals for deliverance, We have
a right to ask of Hpain to terminate
these condltlons. The Intereats of
humanijty require 1f, and also self-in-
tereat, because as long as the fiames
of insurrection are {Mluminating the
pouthern horizon, there is danger to
our nation.

This i8 not a war for the purpose of
annexing territory belonging to some-
body else. Congresp has given the
pledge that the crusade ls not wunder-
taken with a view of exercising 'sov-
ereignty, jurisdlction or control of the
island."” Wor 18 it etrietly speaking a
war of retribution. It has been the
policy of the United States government
to carefully avold all Inslnuations that
the Maline disaster was a casus beil.
Other countries might poasibly have
called Spain to account for placing
the noble ship where the fatal tnine
could do its work, or for the eriminal
neglect, atterwards, In falllng to traca

The lNability for such carriage begins fleet on active service, and submitted the crime to its sourece, but our govern-



