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traveled with passports gudimaguaranteeingteeing
himbilm safe passage to the frontier word

ir domes that spanish police attempted to
capturebapte itureture a member of the legation and
that atterafterwardswards an attack was made
upon the train that carried the minister
out of the country the treacherous
assault was frustrated

while this little act was performed on
spanish solisoil a united states cruiser
captured a spanish ship oftoff key west
the vessel had a cargo of lumber from
texas which was confiscated actual
hostilities have commenced there is
now war between the united states and
spain

broadly speaking it is almost imps
bible to foresee the final outcome of the
strugglerugglesrt thus commenced but in all
human probability it will be the finis

at least as far as this hem-
isphereI is concerned to a successful
naval warfare in our age not only

shipships and guns and men of superior
physical and intellectual qualities are
ileneedededed but also coal without this
article the finest equipped battleship Is
but a helpless hulk at the mercy of the
waves and the engines of destruction
of the enemy

the announcement of great britain
that coal is to be considered contra-
band of war is of immense importance
in this connection it means that the
british government will see to it that
thatthat indispensable commodity will not
tyetote sold to either of the belligerent par
tieshea but as a matter of fact it is a blow
to spain which may prove disastrous to
thatt country the ships of the united
states are in a position to replenish
their supply along the coast while
spain has not a single coaling station
on this sideride of the atlantic whenever

eubar or porto ricoalco shall have been oc
c coupled by our forces to establish a line
of coaling steamers to carry the feces
aaltaa lt fuel over miles would be an
dion4 undertaking the steamers

would be liable to capture rendering
the fleet depending onan them entirely
helplessel pless the chances are all against
spain and it Is to be hoped that the
leopleople of the peninsula may realize this
fact before long and demand the cessa
dign of a bohopeless struggle

contraband OF WARWAB

it is a principle of international law
that while two powers are at war no
neutral power cancam to either of
the any merchandise article
or commodity gamt is in the nature of
military suppliesleef or that cam be used
directly or indirectly for the support or

of the army of the com
bai16 tant receiving ttft or for prolonging

such merchandise articletoror commodity Is contraband of war and
js liable to seizure and confiscation
whilehue in transittra neit by the power that
would be injured were the confiscated
property to reach tteits

the consequences of such violation of
tlethe international code szeare penalties

without a great deal of cere
labny or delay itif the owner of the
contraband articles is also ownerowner of
thethe vessel he the craft aa
well as the goods and all other things
that may be intermixed with them

ma is also the case if the ship beardbear
in the interdictedinterdicted property has falseaersatheers or tois in any mariner seeking

concealceal her destination and herbrxoer may lose her if it can be shown
he knewnew of or in any manner

consentedanted to the carriage of such prop-
erty ignorance accompanied by
good faith are not much more effectual
in suchmch asescases thanown hithein the violations of

iw withth which we aye snoremore familiaraimUar
ar whilehile thehe owner liaynv his ownartyaty byby btit a decidedly
KM baskcase the goods are

w such carriageim begins

from the time the ship leaves portpart and
continues during the voyage itif
however she manages to complete the
trip andaad reaches her destination with-
out being overhauled no liability at-
taches thethereafterreatter no matter what tiltthe
character or degree of culpability the
penalties spoken of are not confined
to cases in which the contraband goodis
axeare carried from a friendly port to one
of the en but are enforceable in
like manner for the caiTicarriageage of such
goods from one hostile point to an-
other of like character it is the trans-
portationpor tation in the interest of an enemy
as well as taking prohibited articles
to his country that constitutes the
wrongdoing

the list of things which may be held
contraband of war is quite lengthy and
may be variable depending somewhat
upon circumstances it is however
invariably the case that naval stores ot
all kinds this including by recent
construction coal war munitions and
implements and in fact anything that
aids or strengthens the enemy are
contraband otof waxwar so also
are provisions of all kinds if de-
signed for his use or benefit during
our civil waxwar general butler invented
the peculiar doctrine and applied it
that the negroes of the south were
contraband of waxwar because they were
considered as property and used to
further the cause of confederacy the
name attached to them and they got
to be called contrabandscontra bands more than
anything else

the capture by the united states
cruiser nashville of a spanish mer-
chantmanch reported in the telegraphic
columns of news may or
may not have been because of the lat-
ter having contraband articles on
board at this writing there are no de-
tails at hand but the presumption tois
that such is the case otherwise the
act would belong in a different class
relating to war prizes concerning
which there is not room at this time to
speak I1

CARE TOR a
civilization influenced by the princi-

ples of christianity has done much
towardsdg reducing the horrors of war
to a minimum the armies in the
field are accompanied by efficient
nurses to take care of the wounded
and mitigate the sufferings of the dy-
ing like angels of mercy men and
women trained for the work are hur-
rying to and fro on the battlefields
with assistance to friend and toefoe alike

the present wrwar however promises
to be to a large extent one at see
and it has soBO far not been practicable
to extend to the victims of naval war
tarefare the same tender care as to those
fighting on land A modern battle-
ship Is even in times of peace but
poorly provided with facilities to care
for those on the sick list in an en-
gagementga this condition becomes
worse the vessel Is divided into
numerous compartments each sep-
arated

i

rom the others by watertightwater tight
partitions rendering the carrying of
wounded from one part of the ship to
the other during the engagement im
practicable the effect onan a ships
crew of a modern naval battle Is not
known except from the late waxwar be-
tween japan and china but judging
from the terrible execution of bursting
shells outingduring that war the mutilation
of tetmen and fatalities infix any naval bat-
tle

bat-
tig betweeneen modern ships mustinsist be ter-
rible the question how to properly
care for the wounded is therefore a
graveye one

the preceptpretept ent n ariere pr
mn the Ladigo

has al ed hat aaiii am-
bulance ship should accompany every
fleet on active service bad

plansplane for toucheuch a vessel they are fimas
follows

the vessel as designed will be three
thousand five hundred and fifty tow
displacement two hundhundt toedled and sevbev
enty five feet on the load line and three
hundred feet over all with twin screw
and a speed of fourteen knots fifty
feet beam and drawing eighteen feet
a coal capacity of four hundred and
fifty tons giving eighteen days steam-
ing at ten knots the water tanks will
hold nine thousand gallons the ship
will carry four steam launches and
four barges each barge arranged with
a flying floor between the thwarts soonBO as
conveniently to carry twelve cots OP
the floor there will thebe bedsbeda fortiofor two
hundred and seventy four and ham-
mock space for eighty six state roomsMOM
for eight disabled officers and cot space
for twelve the forward ward intheen the
upper deck has been left with only OROone
tier of berths torfor a ward of isolation
or to accommodate more serious
the vessel can comfortably accommo-
date three Tihundredundred and thirty stoksick or
wounded men with sufficient berthing
space for the crew of the vessel there
are quarters for four medical men two
apothecaries and twelve nurses
near the center of the ship on the berth
deck is the operating room eighteen
by twenty one feet it is well lighted
by a large skylight and by air portal
above the deck As soon as the
action is over a launch should tow its
barge alongside a vessel that hashaa been
in action the wounded should be
hoisted out and into the bargebargwandabid
should then steam away with all difdi
patch to the ambulance ship unload
its human freight and aspeedpeed away
again on its mission of

the naval authorities have acted on
the suggestion and purchased a9 ship
which now tois being converted intointha a
floating hospital it is intended to ao
company the north atlantic saudsquadron
on an errand of MOMYmercy

A JUST CAUSE

the religious endand secular presspresa of the
country is practically unanimous on
the question of the justice of theole Wwar
now on and the same view of them matt
ter Is taken abroad by all who OPSalm notbat
blinded by prejudice in
strenuous efforts have been put forthath
to create the Impressimpressionioli in europe twthat
the united state has entered upon
a land grabbing policy and that spain
is the first victim but it IsIB evident
when all the circumstances are consid-
ered that before the enlightened pub-
lic opinion of the world this country
needs to offer no apology on a large
island almost within might of our own01

shores conditions barbarous even foror
the middle ages have been maintained
from the ruins of thousands of homes
in the ravaged provinces comacow the
ful appeals for deliverance we baveb
a right to ask of spain to bermitlutte
these conditions themthe interests of
humanity require it and also self inaft
terest because as long as thothe flames
of insurrection are illuminating the
southern horizon there is dandangerdannerthgerthto
our nation

this is not a war torfor the purpose of
annexing territory belonging to some-
body else congress has given the
pledge that the crusade tois not under-
taken with iviewa view of exercising wr

jurisdiction or control or the
island nor tois it akingsa
war of retribution it hashaa been we
policy of the united states
to cmcarefully avoid galall inelinsinuations MWht
the maine disaster waswaa aia 4tela
other countries might ve
called spain to account
the nobleboble ship where the
could do tte work or top the
neglect afterwards in 10
the fatime to ft some but our getemgotem


