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very fond at one time without serious
inconvenience to the assemblage

these old kitchens are very ancient
some are from to years old and
were the original and sole dwelling
places of the founders of the family
some have the remains of the central
cone shaped holes in the roof through
which air and light once exclusively
came as is still found in some of the
scottish crofter huts of lewis and skye
the corner chimney and open fireplace
which now are seen are comparatively
modern though often from one to two
hundred years old tiny windows are
now found in these ancient kitchens
but the floor is usually of beaten earth
nearly as hard as stone A few rude
wooden shelves the heavy iron pots and
kettles a strong pine table and a stool
or two complete the scant and cum
brous furniture

the living room isis a more pretentious
apartment huge pine rafters stretch
from wall to wall and their natural red-
dish tint is deepened by age to the rich
hue of rosewood often the windows
have deep casements with little dia
mond shaped panes and in the summer
they are bright and winsome with plants
and flowers this room always has its
wide high fireplace and occasionally
two of them on opposite sides of the
room in one corner near the fireplace
is a cupboard wide deep and extend-
ing from floor to ceiling and if not flam-
ing with paint it will be covered with a
profusion of carving often in imitation
of various articles of tableware

in ththee angle where the stairs ascend
to the second story another curious
closet or cupboard is let in to the projec-
tion this will contain the family store
of books and whatnotwhat not for the long
winter nights amusement A huge pine
table stands in the center of the room
and its legs will be fairly flounced with
carvilcarvings usually a smaller pine table
is placed at the side of the room with
the best chair or stool behind it against
the wall this is the seat of honor but
no guest must ever occupy it without in-
vitationvii from the bonde or his wife

there are a number of shelves always
laid on pegs or perched on grotesque
carved brackets and the stools and
clairschairs are a curious collection of home
handworkhand work I1 have seen inin many peas-
ants houses more than a score of chairs
carved out of solid cross sections of huge
pine trees the seat is hollowed deep
and wide the back is worked out thin
and round with a fine oval top in which
is cut a curved hole for the hand in

order to easily move the chair from
place to place wide well fashioned and
carved arm rests are at each side and
the bottom of this curiouscurious piece of lur
kiture is always worked out as true
thin and perfect as an inverted chop
ping bowl or cauldroncauldrencauldron kettle

usually the heads of the household
sleep in this comfortable living room
and the bed will always be found in the
longlone recess behind the angle of the
stairs in many instances the beds are
simply bunks built against the wall and
in most of these the chief portion of the
bed clothing observable will be skins of
sheep or of the reindeer beautifully
dressed and the hide itself cured as soft
as loosely woven wool in not a few of
the more pretentious peasant homes the
beds in these recesses are sufficiently
wonderful for exhibition at worlds fairs
they are big enough for giants to rest
in and are from four to five feet above

the floor steps lead up to them and
the single cornercomer post and the side tailrail
which show in addition to being carved
or painted in the most fantastic manner
will be covered along with the sides of
the ascending steps with painted texts
or mottoes while a rallybraily painted rude
panel let down from the ceiling above
the front of the bed bears in flaring
letters the names of the bonder and his
wife and the date of their marriage

in the larger guards there will be a best
room usually the length of the living
room but narrower and if this is not
possessed the chamber above the large
living room bears the same relation to
the norwegian peasant home it is in
either case a sort of show room where
the possessions of the female members
of the family are on exhibition and a
sort of huge family closet its furniture
is always as rude and simple and of as
primitive construction as that in other
portions of the house but it is more
gaudilygaudily painted curious 01oldd pine
bureausbureaus and cheffo are here mar-
velous in design and coloring wedred yel-
low and blue paint dominating these
contain the family underwear and all
the general drapery

one always has painted uponlipon it the
maiden name of the housewife and the
date of her marriage forming a sort of
permanent marriage certificate and un-
doubtedly in this packed carefully anav
in aromatic leaves and bits of ancient
finery will be found that mostmosi glorious
bauble to eyes and heart of illall norwe-
gian women the huge bridal crown of
hand wrought silver or gilt I1 have
been shown some which were said to be
over years old and no doubt there
are hundreds of these huge and gaudy
relics in norway which have descended
in unbroken line from mother to
daughter since the days of olaf the
saint and hakon the good

if this room be the chamber all
around the wall will be ranged a curi-
ous collection of little pine trunks or
chests some are elaborately carved
and all are gaudily painted when a
daughter of the house passes from girl-
hood to maidenhood she is given one
of these chests her name isis painted
or carved upon it and from this moment
the highest ambition of her life aside
from honorable marriage is the filling of
this chest with bedding underwear
trinkets silver ornamentations and
gowns so that by the time she is be-
trothed she can make a fine showing of
accumulated nick backs and necessary
articles to her lover and her envious
companions and there is no sacrifice
she will not make or drudgery she will
not cheerfully undertake to worthily ac-
complishcom this object

if this room be the chamber still
numbers of bunks are built against the
opposite wall depending from ropes
strung across the ceiling are rows of
dresses many are woefully plain but
here and there are glints of tinsel and
gimp bits of wonderful coloring in
grotesque embroidery and flash ings of
silver buttons claps and brooches
along the walls here and there are hung
curious embroideries chiefly in wool
plainly some are and wrappings
others seem to be patterns for bodices
or best aprons but most of them simply
express the norwegian peasant womanscomans
ambition to provide unmistakable evi-
dences of her skill with the needle
brighter than all these however are
thedie flowers which fill the windows of

every norwegian home huge fuchsiasfuchsiusfuchsias
and gorgeous geraniums are most com-
mon and these with the wonderful
luxuriance of the wild mountain flora
almost bring to norway iqin summer the
seeming of the odor and bloom of
wanton tropic lands

the inbred sturdiness and indepen-
dence of character of all norwegian
peasants are best illustrated in the
simple yet skillfullyfully made belongings of
these hamlet like homes their handi-
craft is wonderful the timber for their
homes has been felled and fashioned by
themselves every structure in the
country farmhousefarm house storhaugstor haus dairy
bakehousebake house barn smithy shed and bell
tower is built by the peasant himself
every article of furniture he possesses
has been wrought by his own hand hebeats out his cutlery on his own anvil
and carves its handles all the utensils
of the dairy cheese molds tubs firkins
bowls churns milking pails and presses
are of wood and of home manufacture
yokes for the saeter girls necks bas-
kets saddels harness snow ploughs
andand even comfortable stoll carts and
sledges are all made in the little family
workshop during the long winter
MODSmonths

the peasant tans hides for the family
a supply of boots and shoes and makes
all the latter beside his own fireplace
nearly every article of clothing is made
on the premises by the housewife and
her daughters the wool is carded and
spun at home the stockings blouses
and arear knit at home and thewoolen cloth for the family clothing is
woven in the chamber the best roomor in the huge old kitchens even the
buttons of wood of horn or even of
brass or silver are products of

and are often beautifully carved
inn scores of peasants homes where I1
havelave tarried the eye could not discover asinglesingale article of utility or ornament save
the glass in the windows the oil lamps
thehe scarce supply of crockery and thehuge clock reaching from floor to ceiling

which was not completely a product of
norwegian peasant ingenuity and skill

the norwegian peasant is equally
independent of the restfest of the world in
all the food necessities of life hischief articles of food are supplied byby
itshis own herds milk butter cream andcheese are found in startling quantities
in the lowliest peasants home one or
two cows are kept at the farmhousefarm house forsummer use the remainder olof theherdbierd are at the mountain saegerssa eters from i

which comes an endless procession of
mountaineers and saeter girls often
accompanied by sure footed ponies allladen with huge pannierspan of butter andcheese or flasksflacks of sour milk and whey
the butter and cheese are constantly be-
ing conveyed to the fiord side marketsor are stored against the winters needs
while the sour milk is used for food andand
theth whey aids materiallymaleri ally in fattening the
swineswine there are thus always animals
for killing the flesh usually being dried

many peasants are fishermen andcure their own fish if not dried fish
can be secured in exchange for the pea-
sants own products probably cheaperthan inin any other country in the world
each peasant farmer raises his own bar-
ley rye oats potatoes and often a
little wheat on nearly every farm and
certainly in every neighborhood there isa water mill for grinding the grain I1
know of no other country where straw-
berries and raspberriesrasp berries grow wild in


