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REFORMATION VS. PROCRASTINATION

[BY 8. W. RICHARDS.]

Right and wrong, good and evil,
happiness and misery,are terma applic-
able to the acts and conditions of hu-
man life, determined and adjudzed to
man, both by Juw and conscience.

The conditinns nre that the right
and good bring bappiness, and the
opposites eternal wisery. These re-
aults are inevitable,

Mauo’s moral judgments, rightly de-
veloped, teagh him there are things he
gshould do and some things he should
not do.
conacience demonstrates to them the
fact that they must find it in the true
and right—never in wrong. The term
happiness implies something meore
than a mere gratification of passion,
which is merely flitting, 1 mean
that bappines that is derived from hav-
ing dooe nn act and pursued a courre

that ©an he approved by the
closest  serutuny of both law
and conscience, constituting per-
petual approbation — 8  perpetual

freedom from all condemobatlion, In
this condition there 13 no remorse, no
sting ofsin, no wages earned that
death ean pay. It isa condition above
all, most desirable for all, and makes
lifea joy even amlidst the confiicting
powers of wrong and error that have

sought the misery, overthrow apnd ex-

terminatiop of the human race,

This desirable conditin 1s obtain-|
able, otherwise man’s aspirations are

in vain; and if attainable, how? is the
question of our theme.

Maao 1a conscious of the fact tbat his
powers, both physical apd mental, are
for development and progress; that in
this direction, which 13 one of truth
and right, his being and happiness are
promoted,. While he is oo the
retrogade, which 18 the result of
the influence of wrong aod error,
hie }ife s a restless, unhappy
one, daily increasing his Jegeneraucy,
and the reproach of a guilty con-
aclence.

There is perhape no -day lo a man’s
life that he cannot with vareful thought
discover that [t might have Leen
iimproved elther to himself, or by
agme geberous, kindly act he could

have benetited and made happier
some ope in wneed of like de-
velopment with bhimself. Whenever

this discovery is made it demanda im-
mediate reformation. Procrastination

Men seck after happiness, and.
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hour that a wrong is dlscovered inland that enslave must be aba.udoned.

one’s habit of Jife until it I8 forsaken
iatime spent under condemuation, and
for which we must account. When
truth aod right are discernible to a
hgman being, the law of inteiligence
demands their immediate adoption,

and that one hour of delay s the hour |

They ure opposed to life and develop:
roent,

Evil speaking and the use of profane
language are violations of positive Jaw;
are sina that conquer the soul’s best
energies, and dim the lustre of Its
brightesl virtues. They should be no

of his sin, which must be nccounted | part of human utterance.

for.

As we approach the time o! some
eventful period of our Jife we deter-
mine in our minds that we will do
beiter, that we will 1mprove our nabits
and conduet. The improvement
needed is plainly discernible; we cou-
fers the past wrong, but we determine
we willnot forsake and reform until
that 'obosen day arrivesas anp event
to be commemorated.

The conclusion is, we.have sinned in
the past and we will sin a liftle longer;
we love too well the pleasuresof sin to
abandoon them at once, and a day for
reformation Is fixed upon that may
aever opme.

Who bas assured you that you shall
ever see that looked-for coming day, or
even another tomorrow, in whioh to
work your reformation? ‘The procras-
tination of nue day even may hring
You juto the presence of your Mauaker
witt: all your sins upon you.

What a fearful thought to be so be-
guiled by that soul-debaring mounster—
procrastination.

Now isthe accepted time, now s the
day of your salvation, if you will use it.
No other period of time can tre relied
vpon with any degree of certainty. The
very hour in every day of lifein which a
wrong or erroris discovered, whether of

-omigsion or commission, is the time

for reformation, to free one’s self from
the power of evil before indulgence bhas
secured A claim upon our powers that
we cahbot easily resist, koowiog full
well as we do that if we do not con-
quer we shall Le conquered by an evil-
unreleniing power toat seeks to con,
summate the degenernoy of man.

Lf we jo view of the fact can say,
as did the young man of Scripture
notoriety when the law was expounded
to pim, ‘“*All thepe havel kept from

.my youth up,”’ there is still room for

doing good, still room for the exercise
of that sympathy whioch purifies the
affections apd makes them susosptible
of the love of God towards all His
creatures. Words and acts of kindoess
we may impart to others, if we have

loot much te sell 1o give to the poor,

Angry passions must be suhdued;
they are destructive of peace both
within and without, nnd where they
are, thal love which le the fulfilling of’
the law never comes.

All the evil propeosities of our
nature are to be subdued, while the
virtues of iife weare bhound to culti-
vale.

Benevolence, sobriety, mercy and
charity, are qualities of the soul to be
cherished-—traits that briog honor to
man, and glery to his God,

Reforination may demand that we
adopt all these, and even more, in our
good resolves, while procrastination
steals the time Jno which it should be
done. Itisthe demon of man’s pro-
gtess, the evil genius of his life that
never forsakes him while hesitancy
and indecision permit its presence.

Let us search diligently for the
words of life—for the law of God, and
if we have trespassed lu the past, let
us this day ohoose and glve evidence
astd whom we shall henceforth serve.
1f we have served mammon too much,
serve it less; if we have served God too
indifferently, let us rerve Him with
greater dlligence. If we have had
little regard for a fellow man, we may
try tolove our neighbors as oursel ves,
If we have not sought diligently to
abandon errors ot faith and acts of
wrong, let us search for the truth and
do the right, and our path ghall be
ever onward and upward—the path of
the just, shining brighter and brighier
til} the perfect day and mau is develop-
ed in all the powers that make sons of
QGud, to His everlasting honor.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

At the unreasonable hour of 7 o’clock
Thursday morniog the train bearing
the legislative body, with visitors and
reporters, pulled out of the Union Pa-
cifio depot.

The faces of mestof the party jadi-
cated that the clutch of Morpheus had
oot been entirely shaken ofl, and that
thv sudden change from the down
quilt to a poorly' heated pussenger

or delay is pot permissible. From the| Foolish habits of either taste or mind | conch wae not nn agreeahle tranpsition.



