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my dear brethren and sisters and

friends I1 am much edified by the
remarks which have been made
here todayto day I1 believe that your
president Isto looking after his work
throughout this stake over which
he presides and I1 hope youyon will
take into careful consideration thathe
subjects he has presented to you as
they areore matters of practical im-
portance we feel that wowe direfire num-
bered with goda people and that it
is very well with us in a general
way but there Is13 a time coming
when we shall each and every one
of us be brought to a solemn leeriterearlouslousious
and faithful understanding of our
true relationship to god and to each
other as well as to the work in
which we are now called to labor
we all have our free agency to do
good or evil every faithful saint
will have a desire to find the bless-
ing that legitimately belongs to
each particular ordinance and labor
jnin the church for there is a bless-
ing longingbelongingba to each office and
calling to each labor and duty and
to each particular ministration and
work required of us

the elders who spoke thisthib morn-
ing made allusions to the subject of
tithing which particularly pleased
me domesome may think this a hack
keyed subject and wish we would
talk about something eiseelse belbeibelievingleIng
that they know all that has been
spoken or written ababutabacutut it but I1
think there are a few things per-
taining to ibis matter which we
may not have considered if there
is any brother here who feels that
to pay his tithing is onerous or that
this tithing is a tax upon him and
that liehe has got so much he cannot
afford to pay tithing on it or that he
has eoso little that he cannot spare a
tenth of it such a brother does not
realize and sense the blessing that
flows from paying an honest tithing
for if hebe did he would deem it I1just
as necessary to obey that law of god
to tibus in order to obtain the special
blessing thereof as he would
of going to hibhla mealsmeala in order to de-
rive the temporal blessing of health
and strength from partaking of food
if we could take home to our hearts
and understandunderstandingsunderstandinglnaina the saying of
bishop hunter here last conCoacofferenconferenceferen I1
namely pay your and be
blessed the subject of tithing
would appear of greater moment to
us I1 recollect not long ago being
told that a certain person worth his
thousands of dollars paid one dollar
and fifty cents perhaps in order to
be able to say at the endand of the
year that he paid tithing nowkow
this kindbind of compromise with ones
conscience is not thothe thing for saints

hypocrites may indulge inirk it
will youyon engage with me a few

minutes and consider the subject
of tithing as the lord has given it
to us and see if we can got to un-
derstanddederstandand it beeeee if peradventure
there iaIs something in it worthy to
be sought atterafter it is an institution
from god does hohe give us a re
gulgui rementment that is not fraught with
blessingleasing and consolation to us not
at all every requirement lived
up to brings consolation and bless-
ing if I1 can have the liberty of ththe
spirit to dwell on the subject I1wouldwould
like uaus to look at it and see if there
Is not something toin it which we
have not found out and which is
both desirable and profitable

I1 will read from the doctrine and
covenants a short but very compre-
hensive revelation upon this sub-
ject but before doing BOso let me
say that wherever tithing is spokenaken
about the word offeringsofierings laIs frequent-
ly connected with it eorFor instance
the lord by his prophet malachimalach
charged israel with having robbed
him of his tithes and offeringsofierings
these are words which althoualthough0h not
strictly synonymous are so nearly
alike that they are frequently usedneed
together and sometimes oneona for the
other but as used in the ancient
scriptures tithes are notnott offerings
and offerings arearc not tithes it
should be kept in mind that this
church waa organized more than
eight years before the lord gave to
his in this great and last dis
sensationpensation a law on thothe subject of
tithing let this be borno in mind
saas wo proceed the beginning of
this work was founded in offerings
and in consecrations by the people
giving themselves and all they
possessed to thetho work of god when

I1 hy embraced UM tain builbulimegfeg

of the temple at kirtland the law
of tithing was not known but every
man went to work on that house
after the manner of beebbees returning
to their hivehise and each bringing in
the necessary material to enable
them to carry on the work

when the first bishop edward
ewas appointed to the high

position of bishop of the church in
zion his duty asan given by revela-
tion waswag not to deal with tithing
indeed tithing was not even men-
tioned in the whole revelation but
ho was required to receive the con-
secrationssecbecrations of the saints and to petsel
oftoil to them their inheritances no
revelation had yet been given upon
the subject of tithing when the
saints had gone up from kirtland to
jackson county in missouri and had
been driven to clay county and
from clay to caldwell county and
when brothers joseph and hyrum
david and oliver and thetho leading
authorities of the priesthood at that
time werenvere congregated in far west
the then gathering place of israel
and where a temple was appoint d
to be bulleitbull tit was on the esth of july
1838 that the lordluord gayegave for the first
time to this people through the
prophet joseph smith the lawjaw on
the subject of tithing and wowe should
understand this in order to appapTapproachroach
the subject in a correct and proper
manner

up to this time you will recollect
that the itatalatis had gone to missouri
to0o receive e according to
thehe order of stewardshipsstewardships consec-
rating all they had to the bishop in
zion and in turn he delivered to
every man his stewardship and gave
to0o him a written deed and covenant
inn the name of the lord and in the
authority of his holy ministerial cal-
ling which could not be broken and
as you well know who are familiar
with the history the saints were
during the following winter of

driven out from missouri altoaito
gether

wowe will now look at this short
19revelation given through joseph
the prophet at far west missouri
july esth 18381638 in answer to a ques-
tion 11 cro0 lord show unto thy
servants how much thou requirest of
the properties of thetho people for a
tithing

1 verily thus saith thetho lord I1 require all
their surplus property to babe puttut into thothetbhands otof ihathe bishop oft my church otof zionI13 for the building otof mine houbouhouseseandfand for
the laying btbf the foundation otof zion and forthetha priesthood and for thathe dewsondebts ot thetha fresifresljonejr ofmy church

3 and this shall be thothe beginningbesiaalag of ihathaof my people
4 and asteralter who have thus been

tithed shall pay oneono seurh of all theintheir
interest annually and this shall be a
ing law unto tremteem for ever for my holypriesthood the lordloriverily I1 slayflay unto you it shall come topass that all those who gather unto the
land ofzion shall be tithed of their surplus
propertiesleeles and shall observe this law or they
shall not bebo found worthy to abide among
jouIOUOU

6 and I1 say unto you it my people observenot this law to keep I1itt holynolyoly and by thisthib lawlowsanctityban the land of zion unto me that myray
statutes audand myrny judgments may ba kept
therethereonongons that it may bo mostmost holy beholdverilyverily I1 say unto you it shallshail notbe a land ofalon unto you

7 and this shall be an unto allthethoth stakes ofelonofzion evenevensoeversoEvensoeasoSO amenarnen
before going further I1 want to

stop and consider the question ask-
ed oyby bomegome what he means where
the lord requires thetho surplus pro-
perty of his people as the beginning
of their tithing let us consconsiderer
for a moment this word surplus
what does it mean when applied
to a man and his property sur-
plus cannot mean that which is
indispensably necessary for any giv-
en purpose but what remains after
supplying what Is needed for that
purpose Is not the first and most
necessary use of a mans property
that he reedfeed clothe and provide a
home for himself and family thisappears to bobetheahethe great leading ob-
ject for which we labor to acquire
means and as until the time thatthis revelation was given all public
works and raising of all public funds
had beenbean by consecration was not

surplus propertyproperly that which was
overovenavenandand above a comfortable andneneceacesarycesanyntynryaty subsistence in the light
of what hadhati transpired and of sub

Wt events what else could itmean can wo takethet he any other viewof it when we consider the circum-
stances under which it was given infar west in july 1838

been unable in studying
thisth s subject to find any other derldell
ni t on of the term surplus asna used
in this revelation than the one JI1havhave justejust given I1 find that it was
BOso understood and recorded by tilethebishops and people in thesethebe days aaas

as by the prophet joseph him
bolfif who was unquestionably the
ablest and best exponent cfof thisthib
revelation

immediately following thothe perseperser
cutrona of the saintssainta in the expul-
sion from the state of Mismissouriboudsoud the

joseph in IRD found thothe

sicklybickly town of commerce so nearly
depopulated by disease that its
remaining inhabitants were glad to
sell out to him their sickly place
which afterwards became the de-
lightful nauvoo for god blessed it
and made the place healthy as well
as beautiful soon a site was eese
jecter on which to build a temple
as bays the lord which my people
are always commanded to build
unto my name 31 the cornerstonescomer stonesatones
were I1aldaid and the gathered saints
were diligently at work on the build-
ing

how did they build I1 there for the
first time in this dispensation the
principle of tithing was practiced
by the saints in the labor of build-
ing a temple few if any in those
daysdaya who came to nauvoo had any
sursurplus and many had not a camcom-
fortablefor table subsistence consequently
the tithing of the people on that
temple waswaa mostly in labor as I1
well lexecollect for I1 worked in the
quarry every tenth day when I1 was
not absent on missionary service I1
remember very well that every man
who was dependent on hiahis daily la-
bor went in good faith and perform-
ed the work assigned him and it
was considered and credited to him
aaas hishia tithing when brethren who
had property gathered there they
wwerere tithed of their surplus proper-
ty and then after that of their in
creasocrease of the residue from that time
on boso abundant was the spirit of
consecration among the saints in
those days they voted rather than
have the temple fallfail of completion
by the appointed time they would
appropriate their homes and the
lots on which they stood for its ac-
complishment after paying such
surplus as the beginning of their
tithing those who have thus been
tithed shall pay one tenth of all
their interest annually and this
shall be a standing law unto them
forever for my holy priesthood
saith the lord again verily I1fsay unto you it shall come to pass
that all those who gather to the
land of zion shall be tithed of their
surplus properties and shall observe
this law or they shall not be found
worthy to abide among you this
is a commandcommanditlt doesdees not sayany it may
or may not be but they shshallghaliallail not be
worthy to abide among you andI1 say unto youyon if my people observe
not this law to keep it holy and by
this law sanctify the land of zion
unto me that my statutes and myray
judgments kept
it may be most holy behold verily 1

I1isaybaysay unto you it shall not be a jandland
of zion unto you this language
is plain and free from ambiguity
and this shall be an un-

to all the stakes of zion
I1 call your attention to this that

we mayy look at it and come to know
what it reallyrealynealsneais means to pay tithing
for I1 do believe that the majority
of the brethren want to understand
Wtill t is the mind of the lord onori
this subject because our bless-
ings all depend upon our un-
derstandingderstanding what is his mind
and will and then carrying ltitiout to the bestbeat of our abilleabilityy
someSOMO who pay their tithing thinkthey ought not to be called upon torforfoany offerings to the temple or poor
and t if I1 havesay to make dona-
tions VI1 cannot pay tithing and
then act accordingly

I1 might go on to speak about ajigreat variety of views which are
taken of this subject but suppose
we take a look at what the lordsaid and did about these things
anciently first a word concerning
offerings people carry somethingto the poor because they feel it to
be a requirement but do they do itinn the way that they may recenecereceivevethe blessings of the lord that per-
tain to the giving of those offerings
there is a great deal more belong-
ing to this than I1 shall attempt to
explain now the first manifesta-
tion ofot gods favor and of his dis
favorbayor to man over the matter of of-
ferings was towards two of the sons
of adamamAbelAd abel and cain abelbrought the firstlingsfirstlings of hiahla flock
and of the fat thereof such an offer-ing wahwaa acceptable to the lord and
because of this the favor and bles-sing of god was upon him cainhis own brotherbrothers child of the sameparents brought his ofofferingfierIng to thelord but his ofoffering the lordwould not accept it was
in his sight the bible does notnat

the particular reasons for theacceptance of abelsabers and the relrejec-
tion

ec
of cainscaws offering but the tal-mud an ancient jewish record in-

forms us that 91 while abel selected
the finest and best conditioned ani-
mals of his1119 flock cain offered fruits
of an inferiorInferlor quality the poorest
which the earthafforded therefore
cainscairs offering wawas unheeded whilowhilea
the orsore off ftfellir sremfrem

heaven consuming the gracious gift
which his brother had presented to
his maker

cains offering did not represent
that gratitude and acknowledgment
which waswaa witnessed in his brother
abelsaberg and while god could pour
out his blessingessingol and spirit upon
abeabel accepting orof his offering heibe
could not do BOso to cain we may
take this down to the times of israel
Inthein the landofland of canaan the lord
when he ggaveave them the law ol01

tithing gave also the particular
item of offerings they had to
bring peace offerings and different
kindshinds of offerings before the lord
that by complying with these the
favor of god might rest upon them
but to give a more striking and sig-
nificantant instance let me refer you
to the cabecase of solomon who want-
ing a certain peculiar blessing froimfrom
the lord offered a bacrisacrificedleeflee unto
the lord of bullockbullocks and said
hebe 0 lord ifjf thou wilt accept of
my offofferingeringening I1 desire not the nichesriches
nor the wealth nor the honor of the
world but I1 desire wisdom that I1
may be able to lead the people in
the right way of the lord what
effect did this offering produce the
lord granted the deedre of his heart
here was a standard given solo-
mon did not want a blessing worth
a certain amountamounts he wanted one
that should reach liskishishib people through
him the blessing that he might be
enabled to rule over them in wis-
dom he sought such a blessing
andslid not the blessing of earthly
goods and god granted it to him
and he made the wisest of men and
the best ruler that ever led that
people although his heart was led
astray after idols as the lord told
him it would be if he took wives
from other nations which were idol-
atrous when we make ofofferingsferingEr
unto goj they should be of the best
and the choicest that we have and
when this is the case we can with
more freedom and faith ask our
father for some of the beslbest of nishis
blessingsblesblebsinge but if wewd give the poor-
est of our property as some do will
it be acceptable to the lord and
shall we obtain the blessing wowe de-
sire

if you were going to make an of-
fering to the nobles of the earthyou
would never think of presenting
anything but the bestbeat and choicest
of the kind of gift you were going to
make I1 do not want to speak
lengthily upon this matter of coffieroffer-
ings but to merely remind you that
when ve make offerings we should
do so in BIncesincesincerityrItyrivy imparting the
bestbeat we have as did abel and never
preEpreventingenting anything that our better
nature would intimate to us would
not be acceptable to god or his ser-
vants that we may notmot sharebhare the
lot of cain
let us now return more particu-

larly to the subject of tithing the
lord gave to his people anciently
the law of tithing ic is recorded in
the chapter dt61 genesis that
abraham when he went out with

trained men and in the power of
god slewslaw certain wicked kings
thereby winning the admiration of
gods high priest
we are told went out to meet him
when he wagwas returning lieme and
blessed him abraham turned over
one tenth ot the spoils that behe had
taken to this man of god he did not
even take them home so regardful
was hebe totb conform to this law which
he respected and honohonoredredyreds and the
observance of which brought such

blessings upon hisbis own head
nd uponpon the heads of his genera-

tions after him who also observed
this law paulspaulgpaul hundreds of years
afterwards quoted it as an example
for those of his day

the bible informs us that jacobjboob
while serving for his wives recog-
nized this law and said to the lord
of all that thou shall give me I1

will surely give the tenth unto
thee the lord blessed him with
the desires of his heart and prosper-
ed him exceedingly he paid his
tithing

boso also the prophet joseph and
other leading elders of the church
in our own day have covericovenantedanted
with the lord and paid their tith-
ing with most careful consideration
when israel was being brought up
from the land of egypt and the
lord established his law among
hemthem to make them his he

gave them the following command-
ment in regard to tithing leviticus
maimal 30 34 all the tithe of the
land or of the fruit of the tree is the
lordslorda it is holy unto the lord
and if a man will at all redeem
ought of his tithes hohe shall add
thereto the fifth part thereof and
concerning the tithe of the herd or
of the flocksflock even of whatsoever passpasa
eth under the rod the tenth shall
babe holy unto the lord Whateo

everaver basseth under the rod do
you know what that means I1 will
relate the history as it has come
down to us when they came to
pay their tithing thelthethelfordlordlondmordjord told them
it should not be the poorest neither
would he askaek the best thereforetheretore
they put their flock or herdhed
in a pen having an outlet
just large enough for one to pass out
at a time and as the animals passed
in single file the owner stood by
with a rod in his hand that hadbad been
dipped ansomein bomesome sort of coloring ma
erial counting them as they came

out and touching every tenth anani-
mal with hiahis colored rod he would
not go in among them and pick
them least his judgment might not
be right but the flock passed out ac-
cording to their own inclination
and as they passed the owner stoodblood
with the coloring rod and marked
on the back of every tenth animal
and after all had passed out to an ad-
joining fold those that were marked
were then picked out from the flock
he shall not search whether it be

good or bad neither shall behe change
it and if hebe change it at all then
both it and the change thereof shall
be holy it shalliotshall not be redeemed
they were to take it as it came not
to pick the good nor the bad this
waswaa the requirement that they
should give to the lord tithes of all
leviticus ii 30 and 33 thithurere iaIs
another feature in this which is
worthy of notice while all israel
paid these and tithes of
their seed and grain flocks and
herds to the ones appointed to ieic
ceide it to the Levilevitestestep that tribe
of israel was forbidden to have any
other property but they had to live
on the tithing thus presented still
they were required to pay a tithe of
what they received the samebameeamealas the
reat of the people the scriptures
say about this in the chapter
otof numbers and the lord
unto mosbsmoses saying thus speak unto
the leviteslreIjovites and bayeay unto them
when ye take of the children of
israel the tithes which I1 have given
you from them for your inheri-
tance then yeyo shall oneroffer up
anall heave ofneringoffering of it for
the lord even a tenth part of the
tithe and this your heaveheava offering
shall be reckoned unto you as
thouthoughah it were the corn of thetha
threshing floorandoranaarandarana aaas the fullnesstallness of
the winepresswinepress 11 thus we see that
the levites had to pay tithing of all
they received

again thothe lord called upon is-
rael to hold at certain seasons what
they called feasts he told them
that they should bring their sup-
plies provisions etc at the times
of these feasts and that on the first
day they should not do any manner
of work but should comecomo together on
the day of the feast of pentecost
and the passover andaud shoulduld re-
member howbow the lord pasfaspasseded by
them in the land of egypt and the
first dbyday and the last day odtheof the
feast they were required to keep
without working and the people
were commanded to esteat bowe the
lord with clean hearts and with re
icingsjo and were particularly re-
quired to invite the levite who
was without part or inheritance
among them the lord pointed
out things definitely for his peo-
ples

peo-
ple and as long as they obeyed
strictly the requirements made of
them they flourished and pr espered
in the land and it waswab wonderful
how that little land of canaan wagwas
made to support the millions of
israel with all their flocks and
herds it was truly a land flff awingvingwing
with milk and honey and it was
because of the blessing of god that
was upon it

the lord our god wants us to
sanctify this land unto him by pay-
ing our tithing and offerings that
he may blessblees it unto us and makemakre
it a blessed land upon the face of
the earth not only to us but to our
generations after us he haabaa gone
so far as to say that kinga should
not rule over it and that if the peo-
ple who live upon it should become
wicked when the cup of their ini-
quity became full they should be
cut off these are great
made unto us if we carry out the re-
quirementsquirements of the gospel and yet
howow little do we know of the great
blessings that follow obedience to
thothe law of tithing some seem to
forget that if theythoy do not pay tith-
ing they are not even entitled to a
recommend from their bishop to
partake of the general blebloblessingsisings
of the lords house they
do not beem to realize this the day
is coming when you will want to go
into the temple of the lord which
iaIs now being erected in your city
and receive your ordinances therthere
the records will be searched to see if
you have paid your tithing and theiltheli
youyon will have for borror


