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DISCOTURSE of the Temple at Kirtland, the law | sickly town of Commerece g0 nearly | heaven, consuming the gracious gift | ever passeth under the rod.” Do
of tithing was not knewn, but every | depopulated, by disease, that its|{whieh his brother had presented to | you know what that means? [ will
DELIVERED BY man went to work on that House|remaining inhabitants were glad to | his Maker.” relate the history as it has come
after the manner of bees returning|sell out to him their sickly place,| Cain’s offering did not represent|down to us. When they came to
El_n [H I:II I]. H | ﬁ H AH I] ; to their hive, and each bringing in| which afterwards became the de:|that gratitude and acknowledgment | pay their tithing the Lord told them

At Logan, on Saturday aflers
noon, Nov. 6th, 1882.

e
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the necessery material to enable
them to carry on the work.

When the firet Bishop, Edward
Partridge,was appointed to the high
goaition of Bishop of the Church in

ion, his duty, as given by revela-

My dear brethren and sisters and | tion, was not to deal with tithing.
friends, I am much edifled by the | Indeed tithing was not even men-
remarks which have been made |tioned in the whole revelation, but

here to-day. 1 believe that your
President is looking after his work

he was required to receive the con-
gsecrations of the Saints, and to ret

throughout this Stake over which |off to them their inheritances., No

he presides, and I hope yom will
take into careful consideration the

subjects he has presented to you, as |

they are matters of practical im-
portance. We feel that we gre num-
pered with God’s
is very well wit
way, but there is a time coming

revelation had yet been given upon
the subject of tithing. When the
Saints had gone up from Kirtland to
Jackson County in Missouri and had

been driven to Clay County, and

ople, and that it | from Clay to Caldwell County, and
us in & general | when Brothers Joseph and Hyrum,

David and Oliver, and the leading

when we shall each and every one | authorities of the priesthood at that

of us be brought to a solemn, egerious | time were congregated in Far West,
and faithful understanding of our |the then gathering place of Israel,
true relationship to God and to each | and where a Temple was appoint-d
other, as well as to the work in |to be built,it was on the 8th of July,
which we are naw called to labor, | 1838, that the Lord gave for the first
We all have our free agency to do|time to this people, through the
good or evil. Every faithful SBaint | Prophet Joseph Smith, the law on
will have a desire to find the bless- | the subject of tithing,and weshould
ing that legitimately belongs to|understand this in orderto apgroach
each particular ordinance and labor | the subject in a correct and proper
in the Church, for there is a bless- | manner.
ing belonging to each office and| Up to this time you will recollect
calling, to each labor and duty, and | that the ts had gone to Missouri
to each particular ministration and |to receive iliherltances according to
work required of us. the order of stewardships, eonsec-
The Elders who spoke this morn. | rating all they had to the Bishop in
ing made allusions to the subjec’ of | Zion; and in turn he delivered to
tithing, which particularly pleased |every man hisstewardship and gave
me; fome may,think this a hack.|to bim a written deed and covenant,
neyed subject and wish we would |in the name of the Lord, and in the
talk about something else, believing | authority of his holy ministerial cal-
that they know all that has been | ling which could not be bioken; and
spoken or writlen about it; but I |as you well know who are familiar
think there are a few things per.| with the history, the Baints were

taining to this matter which we
may not have considered, If there
is any brother here who feels that
to pay his tithing is onerous or that
this tithing is a tax upon him, and
that he has got so much he eannot
afford to pay tithing on i, or that he
has g0 little that he cannot spare a

tenth of it, such a brother does not |

realize and sense the blessing that
flows from paying an honest tithing,
for if be did he would deem it just
a8 necessary to obey that law of God
to ug, in order to obiain the special
blessing thereof, ®8 he would
of going to his meals in order to de-
rive the temporal blessing of health
and strength from partaking of food.
If we could take home to our hearts
and understandings the saying of
Bishop Hunter here last Cooference,
namely, ‘“‘pay your iihing and be

blessed,” the subject of tithing |

would appear of greater moment to
us. 1 recollect, not long ago, being
told that a certain person werth his

thousands of dollars paid one dollar |

and fifty cents; perhaps in order to
be able to say at the end of the
year that he paid tithing. Now,
this kind of compromise with one’s
consclence is not the thing for Saints
—bypocrites may indulge in it.

Will you engage with me a few
minutes, and consider the subject
of tithing as the Lord has given it
to us, and eee if we can get to un-
derstand it, ®ee if, peradventure,
there is something in it worthy to
be sought aftex? 1t is an institution
from God. Does he give us a re-
quirement that is not fraught with
blessing and consolation to us? Not
at all. Every requirement lived
up to brings consolation and bless-
ing. If I can havetheliberty of the
spirit todwell on thesubject, I would
like us to look at if, and see if there
is not something in it which we
have not found out and which is
both desirable and profltable,

I will read from the Doctrine and
Covenants a short but very compre-
hensive _revelation ‘upon this sub-
ject; but before doing so let me

say that wherever tithing is spoken |

about, the word offerings is frequent-
1y connected with it. For instance,
The Lord by His prophet Malachi
charged Israel with having robbed
him of His tithes and offerings,
These are words which although not
strictly synonymous, are 80 nearly
alike that they are frequently used
together, and sometimes one for the
other. Buatf as used in the ancient
scriptures tithes are not offerings,
and offerings are not tithes, It
ghould be kept in mind that this
Church was organized more than
eight years before the Lord gave to
his people in this great and last dis-

nsation a law on the subject of
tithing. XLet this be borne in mind
as we proceed. The beginning of
this work was founded in offerings
and in consecrations, by the people
giving themselves and all they

during the following winter of 1838.
Odriven cu! from Missouri altc-
gether,

We will now look at this short
“revelation given through Joseph,
the Prophet, at Far West, Mizsouri,
| July 8th 1538, in answer to a ques-
tlon,” “O Lord, show unto thy
servants how much thoua requirest of
the properties of the people for a
tithing.”

1. Verily, thus eaith the Lord, I require all
their surplus property to bas put into the
hands of the Bishop of my Church of Zion,

~ FKor the building ¢f mine bouse, and for
the Iﬂyin% of the foundation of Zion and for

the Priest y nd for the debisof the Presi-
dency of my Church; . i

3. And this shall be the beginning of ' the
tithing of iny people; . "

4. And after that,those who have thus been
tithed, shall pay one-teurh of aill their
intereat apnually; and th's shall be a stand-

ing lJaw unto tsem for ever, for m
Friesthood, salth the Lord. 4 Loy

6. Verlly I say unto yom, it shall come to

l:nua, that all those who gather unto the
and of Zion shall be tithed :E:I their surplus

properties, and shali observe this lJaw, or the
shall not be found worthy to abide nmoug

JyOU.
6. And I say unto yoy, if my people cbeer
not this law; to keep Ilﬁmlr, and E‘: this lﬂ.v:

sanctify the land of Zion unto me, tbat my
statutes avd my judgments may be kept
thereon, that it may be most holy, behold,

verily 1 say unto you, it ehall not
Z!0n unto you; -9 ol gy o

7. And this shall be an ens&@muple un
the Stakes of Ziop. Even so. A.tgaﬂ.. un.

Before going further I want to
stop and consider the question ask-
ed by some what He means where
the Lord requires the surplus pro-
perty of His people as the beginning
of thelr tithing. et us consider
for a moment this word “‘surplus,”
What does it mean when applied
to a man and his property? BSur-
plus cannot mean that which is
indispensibly necessary for any giv-
en purpose, but what remains after
supplying what is needed for that
purpose. Is not the first and most
necessary use of a man’s property
that he feed, clothe and provide a
home for hinﬁalf and family? This
appears to be the great leading ob-
Ject for which we labor to acquire
means, and s, until the time that
this revelation was given, all public
works and raising of ali public funds
had been by consecration, was not

L

( “surplus properiy” that which was

over and above a comfortable and
neces:ary subsistence? In the light
of what had transpired and of sub-
eequ%t evenis, what else could it
mean? Can we take any other view
of it when we consider the circum-
stances under which it was given in
Far West in July, 18382

==l have been unable in studying
this subject to find any other de-
nition of the term surplus, as used
in this revelation, than the one I
have just given. I find that it was
80 understood and recorded by the
Bishops and people in those days, as
weil as by the Prophet Joseph him-
gelf, who was unquestionably the
ablest and best exponent of this
rﬂ;elatiun.

mmediately following the perse.
cutions of the Saints ing the eI:pul-

possessed to the work of God when
? hey embraced it. Tn the building

i

sion from the State of Missouri, the
Frophet Foseph; in 1888, fomnd the

l

which was witnessed in his brother

lightful Nauvoo—for Gnd blessed it
Abel’s. And while God could pour

and made the place healthy as well

take this down to the times of Israel
in the land of Canaan. The Lord,
when he gave them the law of|

are always commanded to build
unto my name.” The cornerstones
were luid and the gathered gaints

were diligently at work on the build- | tithing, gave also the particular
ing. item of offerings. They had to
How did they bulld it?Here for the | bring offerings and different |

kinds of offerings before the Lord,
that by complying with these the
favor of God might rest upon them.
But to give a more striking and sig-
nificant instance, let me refer you
to the case of Selomon, who, want-
| ing a certain peculiar blessing from
the Lord, offered a sacrifice unto
the Lord of 3,000 bullocks, and said
he, 0O, Lord, if thou wilt accept of
my offering, I desire not the riches
nor the wealth, nor the honor of the
world, but I desire wisdom, that I
may be able to lead the people in
the right way of the Lord.” What
effect did this offering produce? The

firsat time in this dispensation the
principle of tithing was practiced
by the Baints in the labor of build-
ing a Temple. Few if any in those
days who came to Nauvoo had any
surplus, and many bad not a com-
fortable subsistence, consequently
the tithing of the p=ople on that
Temple was mostly in labor as I
well recollect—for I worked in the
quarry every tenth day when I was
not absent on missionary service. I
remember very well that every man
who was dependent on his daily la-
bor went in good faith and perform:
ed the work assigned him, and it
was considered and credited to him | Lord granted the deeire of his heart.
a8 his tithing, When brethren who| Here wasa standard given. Solo-
had property gathered there they|mon did not want a blessing worth
were tithed of their surplus proper- | a certain amount, he wanted one
t:i and then after that of their in- | that should reach ]JiBPODP

le through

crease of the residue from that time | him; the blessing that he mignt be
on. BSoabundant was the spirit of | enabled to rule over them in wis-
consecration among the Saints in|dom. He sought such a blessing,
those days they voted rather than|and not the blessing of earthly
have the Temple fail of completion | goods; and God granted it to him,
by the appointed time, they wounld | and he made the wisest of men and
appropriate their homes and the|the best ruler that ever led that
lote on which they stood for its ac- | people; although his heart was led
complishment. After paying such | astray, after idols, as the Lord told
surplue as the beginning of their | him 1t would be if he took wives
tithing ““those who have thus been | from other nations which were idol-
tithed shall pay one-tenth of all|atrous. When we make offerings
their interest annually; and this|unto Gol, they should be of the best
shall be a standing law unto them | and the choicest that we have, and
forever, for my holy, Priesthood,|when this is the case we can with
saith the Lord.” Again, “Verily { | more freedom and faith ask our
say unto you, it shall come to ,| Father for some of the best of His
that all those who gather to the|blessings. But if we give the poor-
land of Zion shail be tithed of their | est of our property, as some do, will
surplus properties, and shall observe | it be acceptable to the Lord and
this law, or they shall not be found | shall we obtain the blessing we de-
worthy to abide among you.” This|eire?

is & command;it does not say it may| If you were going to make an of-
or may not be, but they shail not be | fering to the nobles of the earth,yon
worthy to abide among you. “And|would never think of presenting
I say unto you, if my people observe | anything but the best and choicest
not this law, to keep it holy, and by | of the kind of gift you were going to
this law sanctify the land of Zion]|make. I do not wsnt to speak
unto me, that my statutes and my |lengthily upon this matter of offer-
Judgments mayjbe kept thereon,that | ings, but to merely remind you that
1t may be most holy, behold, verily, | When we make offerings we should
Isay unto you, it shall not be a land | do so in sincerity, impariing the
of Zion unto you.” This language |best we have, as did Abel, and never
I8 plain and free from ambiguity.| presenting anything that our better
*“And this shall be an ensample un-
to all the Btakes of Zion. '

I call your attention to this that
we may look at it and come to know
what it really means to pay tithing.
For 1 do believe that the majority
of the brethren want to understand
what is the mind of the Lord on
;;hja eu?iieu‘;: be?m our bless-

ngs a epend upon our un-
derstanding what ll::} his mind
and will and then ing it
out to the best of our ability.
sSome who pay their tithing think|
they ought not to be called upon for
any offerings to the Temple or poor,
and say, * If I have to make dona-
tions I caunot pay tithing;” and
then act iy.

I might go on to speak about a
great variety of wviews which are
taken of this subject, but sappose
we take a look at what the Lord
sald and did- about these things
anciently. ¥irst, a word concerning
offerings. People carry something
fo the poor because they feel it to
be & requirement; but do they do it
in the way that they may receive
the blessings of the Lord that per-
tain to the giving of those offerings?
There is a great deal more belong-
ing to this, than I shall attempt to
explain now. The first manifests-
tion of God’s favor and of his dis-
favor to man over the matter of of-
fe¥ings was towards two of the sons
of Adam — Abel and Cain; Abel
brought the firstlings of his flock
and ef the fat thereof, such an offer-
ing was acceptable to the Lord, and
because of this the favor and bles-
sing of God was upon him,
his own brother, child of the
paren{s, brought his offering to the
Lord, but his offering the Lord

not be acceptable to God or His ser-
vants, that we may mot share the
lot of Cain.

Let us now return more particu-
larly to the subject of tithing. The
Lord gave to His people anciently
the law of tithing. It s recordedin
the 14th ochapter ot (Genesis that
Abraham, when he went out with
318 trained men and, in the power of
God slew certain wicked Kings,
thereby winning the admiration of
God’s High Prieat Melchisedek, who
we are told, went out to meet him
when he was returning home, and
blessed him, Abraham turned over|
one-tenth of the spoils that bhe had
taken to this man of God; he did not

was he to conform tothls law,which

observance of which brought such
great blessings upon his own head
and upon the heads of his genera-
| tions after him, who also observed
this law. Panl, hundreds of years |
Inftermdﬂ_ 1uuted it as an example
for those of his B

The Bible informs us that Jacob,
while serving for his wives, recog-
nized this law, and said to the Lord: |
“Of all that thou shalt give mal’
will zurely gilve the tenth unto
thee.” The Lord blessed him with
the desires of his heart and prosper-
ed him exceedingly. He paid his
tithing.

B0 also the Prophet Joseph and
other leading Elders of the Church
in our own day have covensanted
with the Lord and pald their tith-
ing with most eareful consideration.
When Israel was being brought up
from the land of KEgypt, and the
Lord esfabllshed His law among
would not accept, it was displeasiog | them to make them His people, he
in his sight, The Bible does not|gave them the following command-
give us the particular reasons for the | ment in regard to tithing. Leviticus
acceptance of Abel’s and the refec- | XXVII, 80, 34: ¢“All the tithe of the
tion of Cain’s offering; but the 'Tal- | 1and, or of the fruit of the tree is the
mud, an ancient Jewish record, in- | Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord.”
forms us that “ while Abel selected | And if a man will at all redeem
the finest and best conditioned ani- | ought of his tithes, he shall add
mals of his flock, Cain offered fruits | thereto the fifth part thereof. And

—

Cain,
same

of an inferior quality, the poorest|concerning the tithe of the herd, or

| herds, to the ones ap

| on the ti

nature would intimate to us Wnuldl

| without working.

he respected and honored, and ibe|

it should not be the
would He ask the

oorest nelther
t; theretore

as beautiful. Soon a site was se-|out his blessing and epirit upon |they put their flock or hexd
lected on which to build a Temple, | Abel, accepting of his offering, He |in a pen having an outlet
as eays the Lord ““which my people could not do so to Cain, We may | just large enough for one to out

at a time, and as the animals passed
in single-file, the owner stood by
with a rod in his hand that had been
dipped in some eort of coloring ma.
terial, counting them as they came
out, and touching every tenth ani-
mal with his eolored rod. He would
not go in amorg them and pick
them least his judgment might not
be right, but the flock passed out ac-
cording to their own inclination,
and as they passed, the owner siood
with the coloring rod and marked
on the back of every fenth animal,
and afterall had d out to an ad-
joining fold, those that were marked
were then picked out from the floek,
““He shall not search whether it be
good or bad, neither shall he change
it; and if he change it atall, then
both it and the change thereo! shall
be holy; it shall not be redeemed.”
They were to take it as it came, not
te pick the good nor the bad; this
was the requirement, that they
should give to the Lord tithes of all,
Leviticus xxvii, 30 and 33. There is
another feature in this which is
worthy of nctice. While all Israel
paid these ofierings and .iithes of
their seed and grain, flocks and
appointed to 1e-
ceive it—to the Levites; that tribe
of Israel was forbidden to have any
other property, but they had to live
ing thus presented. BStill
they were required to pay a tithe of

| what they received the same as the

rest of the people. The Beriptures
eay about this In the 18th chapter
of Numbers: ““And the Lord spake
unto Mosee, saying, Thus speak unto
the Levites, and esay unto them,
when ye take of the children of
Ierael the tithes which 1 have given
you from them for your inheri-
tance, then Yye shall offer wup
an heave offering of it for
the Lord, even a tenth part of the
tithe, And this your heave offering
shall be reckoned unto you, =as
though it were the corn of the
threshing floor,and as the fullness of
the winepress,”” Thus we see thal
the Levites had to pay tithing of all
they received.

Again, the Lord called upon Is-
rael to hold at certain seasons what
they called fenats. He told them
that they should bring their sup-
plies, provisions, efe., at the times
of these feasts, and that on the first
day they stiould not do any manner
of work but should coms tugether on
the day of the feast of Pentecost
and the Passover, and should re.
member how the Lord pas.-ed by
them in the land of Egypt; and the
first day and the last day of the
feast they were required to keep
And the_people
were commanded to eat bafore the
Lord with clean hearts and with re-
joicings, and were particularly re-
quired fo invile the Levite who
was without part or inheritance
among them. The Lord pointed
out things definitely for His peo-
ple, and as long as they obeyed |
strictly the requirements made of

even take them home, 8o regardful | them they flourished and prospered

in the land. And it was wonderful
how that little land of Canaan was
made to support the millicns of
Israel, with all their flocks and

herds. It was trauly & land flowing

with milk and honey. And it was
because of the blessing of God that
Wwas upon it,

The Liord our God wants us fo
sanctify this land unto bim by pay-
ing our tithing and offerings, that
He may blees it unto us and make
it a blessed land upon the face of
the earth not only tous but fo our
generations after us. He has gone
so far astosay that kings shounld
not rale over it, and that if the peo-
ple who live upon it should become
wicked, when the cup of their ini.
quity became full they ehould be
cut off, These are great promises
made unto us if we carry out the re-
quirements of the Gospel. And yef,
how little do we know of the great
blessings that follow obedienee to
the law of tithing? Some seem fo
forget that if they do not psy tith- |
ing they are not even entitled to a
recommend from their Bishop fto
partake of the general blessings
of the ITord’s house. They
do not seem to realize this. The day
is coming when you will want to go
into the Temple of the Lord whiech
is now being erected in your City,
and receive your ordinances there,

which the earth afforded.’ Therefore, | of the flock, evén of whatscever pass-
Cain’s offering was unheeded, while | eth under
the fire of accoptance foll

the records will be searched to see if

e rod, the tenth shall|youhave paid yourtithing. And then
fropn * be holy unto the Lord.” ‘“Whatso.! you will have oceasion

or SOrrow




