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IDARO INDEPENDENTS.

THE Herald, in commenticg on the
political gituatiem In Idaho, scores
ceveral gcod pointe. But. in defining
the political leanimg of the *“Mor-
mors’ in the Btate, prior to their dis-
franchisement through the notori-
ous test oath law, it has mnot,
we think, taken 1into account
one fagt. That 1is, there were a
Iarge number of the “Mormons’ in
the then Territory, who organized as
‘iIndependents,’’ in consequence of the
attitude of leading men in both the
great political parties on their question.
The Independent party of Idaho had
no affiliation with either of 1hoee par-
ties and therefore are not bound now
by any parly ties to the Democrats
.more than the Republicane. ,

It ie perfeetly true that prineiple
should guide voters in thelr ¢bolee of
party adberence. They ought not
to be awayed from one eide to
another by any such inflecences
a8 Aare sometimesy brotught to bear
in favor of 6r aguinst a parly move-
ment. - People who can be Democrate
tcday and Republicans tomorrow, or
vice vérsa aw interest or whim sball
guaide, are notstahle ¢itizens, and have
but n poor idea of the responsibllity of
the franchise.

But in calculating Lbe prospeets of.
either party In Idabo allowan¢e muat
be made, as in Utab, for quite & num-
ber of citizens who are not committed
either way, snd who should be i)uat a8
free to become Ropublicans as Demo |
erats, and Democrats as Republicans,
and could not be fairly condemyped in
either’ event. We bope that in their
cholce they will be governed by what
appears to them to be rigbt, leaving
the pest where it belongs and acting
tn the living present with due regard
for tbe probable future.

STATUS OF THE BRITISH ARMY.

Ir ihe Britisb soldier is at ail sensi-
tive be wil! not be elated nt the rome-
what accurate deseriptions of himself
recently given by a special committes,
appointed to inquire inte his status.
The average infaniryman is delineated
hy ithe Duke of Cambridge as only a
few degrees removed from & physical
jmbecile. He declares that he could
not poesibly mobllize tbe forces on
ehort notice, it an emergency demand-
ed such a step., Malf of the troope at
the Aldershot encampment are un fit—
because of Youth and géneral in-
capacity— for a day’s active service
It was ironically admitted, however,
that the troops stationed at home
woulg, in the event of invacion, be a
slight percentage better than nothing.
Lord Wolseley compares thearmy to a
squeezed lemon, so it cannot be con.
spicuously juicy.

Obeerving people In Great Britain
have for years héen commenting upon
the changed condition of the British
troope. Those whko vizit the country
after an absence of years are still more
forcibly struck with the difference in
the caliber ot the men pow in the ser-
vice compared with the Brilish soldiers
of fifteen, twenty and twentiy-five
years ago. Then they were, as a rule,
robust, mugcular, active and matured.
Now an Ubserver Is impressed with

the boylash and inferfor aspect of the
rank and flle of the infantry. Asarule
they do not present a soldierly appear-
ance, and especially lack the strong
features indicative of hardihood and
determination formerly characteristic
of British soldiers. There are,of course,
a few crack regimenta of infantry,
such aa the 79th, that are up to the old
standard, but the rule is the other
way. :

The military authoritier are wak-
ingup to the gituation, and early re-
forms which will Jnduce a more
stalwart class of men to enlist, will be
inaugurated. The status of tbhe cavalry
ia still creditable, although that branch
of the army Ia not altogether as strong,
8o far ae relates o the caliber of the
men, a8 It wnsa quarter of u century

slnce.
—

A NEW LINE TO THE PACIFIC.

ACCORDING to the Ban Francisco
Chronfcle thirty California capitalists,
among whem are Alvinza Hayward,
W. 8. Hobart, James G. Fair, Jemes
Phelan, Adam Grant. Joseph Doneg-
hue, Henry Sountag and J. B. Stetson,
have taken the preliminary ateps to-
warda buildlng a railroad between

alt Liake and Ban Francisco. The
sgreemenis entered into by these
genilemen stipulnte that the new en-
terprise shall be ““a real competing
lice’* to be operated Independently of
traffic associntione, pools, trusts or com-
bines of any kind.

It ie anticipated thatemphatic oppo-
sition to the floating of the bonds of
this corporation will be experienced
from railroad interesta already estab-
liched., This the projectors bave pro-
vided for. Each of the thirty capital-
ists subecribes §100,000, making a eash
beginning of $3,000,000, This is the
best endorsement that cduld be given

_to the project, and there is little fear

thet with such a commencement the
promoters will have any difficulty in
floating their bondr, which wlill then
he regarded aa gilt-edged.

Some papers treat thle affair as a
mere railroad on paper. It is poesihle
that it iaonly a scheme to force the
existing corporationa to buy off the
prejectors of the new organlzation. But
it has the appearance of startiu%‘ out
‘‘for keepe.”? Competition in traffic to
the coast would certainly be a8 boon to
this intermountain region.

THE NEGRO QUESTION.

In the North American Rewview for
April, Thomas Nelson Page, a Bouth-
ern man, has an article on the negro
question. It reema tn have been In-
spired by one last December from the
pen of Prof James Bryce of (ireat
Britain. The Britisher in biws article
dwelt on the serivusness of the negro
question, and the general tenor of hia
argument was that the colored man
pught to have a fair chance eocially,
politically and industrially.

Mr. Page, echoing the Southern
view, eays that it is a great race ques-
tion “‘on the correct solution of which
depends not only the present salvation
of the South, but the future of the
nation.’”” He rquotea the #aying of
Senator Hoar that persons at present
livipg will see 50,000,000 negrees in the

United States. He dwells on the utter-
ance to show the obtuseness of men'
who see the growing power of the
negrr, and yet wantto invest him with'
political authority. Let the negro
domipate the Bouth, and itisonly a
question of {ime when be will also
dominate the North.

The contention on tke part of the
Bouth against political pupremscy for
the colored race is partly ethnological
and partly social. It i claimed that
the inferiority of tbe negro does ngt
arise because by was a slave,” but be.
cause he does not poscess the facuities
to raise himself above & position of
pervitude. ‘‘He hzs not exhibited the
qualities of any race which has nd-
vanced civilization or shown capacity
to be great)ly: advanced.” 8ince the
dawn of history, in Egypt, in
Phoenicia, Rome and eisewhere, he
has been in contact with civilization,
and for tbe past 200 years he hap
been under the influence of the Cay.
casian race on thie continent; in New
Zealand be has had his freedom for
over one hundred years, and yet there
ia no perceptihle advance In his
character.

Liberia, Hayti, and several of the
Southern States wbich for a few years
after the war were doininated by ne-
groeg, are taken ag illustrations to dem-
onelrate how little general, political or
intellectual ability there isin the negrop,
The trend of Mr., Page’s argument ig
that the colored race was destined by
the Creator to occupy an inferlor posi.
tion fn the social and politieal econcm-
ics of eivilization.

THE FUTURE UNVEILED.

AMONG the data we ohtained with
regard to Lhe life of Elder Jacob Gates
was an account of a vision, and tome
notes of travel showing its fulfilment,
The statement was wrilten by his ow P,
hand, and aa it was not, on aceownt of
limited apace, Included in the bip-
grapbical sketch published in jyester.
day*s issue, we give it place today,
believing that it will be perused with
plezpure by many of our readerr:

After the Prophet Joseph Smith wasg
martyred on the 27th of June, 1844, the
spirit of mobocracy raged to such ap
extent that ft was deemed advirable
to send the Elderq into tbe surrourd.
ing eountry to allay the excitement ag
far ag possible, 1 was dispatched to

“| Fountiain Green, a place known to be

very hitter toward the Latter-day
Sainte. I he!d one meeting in com-
pany with Charles Bird,my companiop,
We hads a large audience, and the
spirit of the epemy had been wrought
to the highest piteb; but the better
apirit prevailed and the meeting passeq
off quietly. Then we returned to
Nauveo. In the fall and winter of
1844, work upon the Temple was pushed
forward, so that In the latter part
of 1845 the pecple commenced to re-
crive their blesslnge. That pame fal] T
had my full endowments, together
with my two wives, Mary M. and
Curoline Elizabeth, bun‘ug the win.
ter and rpring of 1846 we were prepar-
ing to leave Nauvor, As ¥e passed
over the Mississippi River fote lowa,
where I had onceliveo, [ was re mind-
ed of adreem, or night vislon, which
wis aa follows:



