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THEkhz herald inID commenting on the
pollipoliticalleal situsituationatin in idaho scores
several gcoy pointe but in defining
the political leaning of tlethe mor
moremaro in the state prior to their ddieIs

through the notori-
ous testteat oath law it has not
we think taken into account
one fact that laIs there were a
large number of the MormonMormonssl in
the then territory who organized asae

independents 12 in consequence of the
attitude of leading men in both the
vegreatrest political parties on their question
the independent party of idaho had
no affiliation with either of those pat-
ties

par-
ties and therefore are nonot bound now
by any party ties to the democrats
more than the republicans

it isin perfectly true that principle
should guide voters in their choice of
party adherence they ought not
to be swayed from one side to
another by any such influences
as are sometimessometimese brought to bear
in favor of or against a party move-
ment peopeoplele who can be democrats
today and republicansrepublicans tomorrow or
vicete versa as interest or whim shall
guide are not stable citizens and have
but a poor idea of the responsibility of
the franchise

but in calculating the prospectsto of
either party in idaho allowance must
be made as in utah for quite a num-
ber of citizens who are not committed
either way and who should thebe justjuat as
free to become republicans as demo
crate and democrats as republicansbe publicanspublic ans
and could not be fairly condemned in
either event we hope that in their
choice they will be governed by what
appears to them to be right leaving
the past where it belongs and acting
in the living present with due regard
for the probable future

STATUS OF THE BRITISH ARMY

IF the british soldier is sitat all sensi-
tive he will not be elated at the some-
what accurate descriptions of himself
recently given by a special committee
pointedappointed to inquire into his status
thebe average infantryman is delineated
by the duke of cambridge asan only a
few degrees removed from a physical
imbecile he declares that he could
ootnot possibly mobilize the forces on
short notice if an emergency demand-
ed sucheuch a step half of the troops at
the aldershotaldershofAldershot encampment are ununfitfit
because of youth and general in
capacity for a daydaysdayisIs active service
it was ironically admitted however
that the troops stationed at home
would in the event of invasion be a
slight percentage better than nothing
lord wolseley compares the army to a
squeezed lemon so it cannot be con-
spicuously juicy

Obeobservingerving people in great britain
have for years been commenting upon
the changed condition of the britte
troopstroop those who visit tbtha country
after an absence of years are still more
forcibly struck with the difredifferencerence in
the caliber of the men now in the ser-
vice compared with the brilbritishish soldiers
of fifteen twenty and twenty five
years ago then they werewerd as a rule
robust muscular active and matured
now an ibbobserverserver is impressed with

the boy jab and inferior aspect of the
rank and fileale of the infantry As a rule
they do not present a soldierly appear-
ance and especially lackjack the strong
features indicative of hardihood and
determination formerly characteristic
of british soldiers there are of course
a few crack regiments of infantry
such as the that are up to the old
standard4 but therthe rule is the other
way

the military authorities are wak-
ing up to the situation and early re-
forms which will induce a more
stalwart class of men to enlist will be
I1inauguratedna ugurated the status of tbthee cavalcavalryry
is still creditable although that branch
of the army toIs not altogether as strong
so far as relates to the caliber of the
men as itft was a quarter of a century
since

A NEW LINE TO THE PACIFIC

ACCORDING to the sanban francisco
chronicleChronfele thirty california capitalists
among whom are alvinza hayward
W 8 hobart jamesjamea 0 fair jemis
phelan adam grant joseph donog-
hue henry and J B stetson
have taken the preliminary steps to

bardswards building a railroad between
alt lake and san francisco the

agreements entered into by these
gentlemen stipulate that the new en-
terpriseter prise shall be a real competing
livelice to be operated independently of
traffic association pools trusts or com-
bines of any kind

Itisit Is anticipated that emphatic oppo-
sition to the floating of the bonds of
this corporation will be experienced
from railroad interests already estab-
lished thistlethis the projectors have pro-
vided for each of the thirty capital-
ists subscribes making a cash
beginning of this is the
best endorsement that be given
to the project and there is little fear
that with such a commencement the
promoters will have any difficulty in
floating their bond which will then
be regarded as gilt edged

some papers treat this affair as a
mere railroad on paper it is possible
that it is only a scheme to force the
existing corporations to buy off the

of the new organization but
t has the appearance of starting out

iforfor keeps competition in traffic to
the coast would certainly be a boon to
this intermountain region

THE NEGRO QUESTION

TNIN the northnorta american review for
april thomas nelson page a south-
ern man hasbaa an article on the negro
question it seems to have been in-
spired by one last Dedecembercemper from the
pen of prof james bryce of great
britain the Br in his article
dwelt onOD the seriousness of the negro
questquestionlop and the general tenor of bisbig
argument was that the colored man
ought to have a fair chance socially
politicallyleally and industrially

mr page echoing the Soutsouthernbern
view pays that it is a great race ques-
tion on the correct solution of which
depends not only the present sal aaion
of the south but the future otor the
nation ap he quotes the saying of
senator hoar that personspersona at present
living will see negroesnegroesi in the

united states he dwells on the utter-
ance to show the obtuseness of men
who sieflee the growing power of the

and yet want to invest him with
political authority let the negro
domdominatepate the south and it is only a
question of time when he will also
dominate the north

the contention anon the papartrt of the
south aagainst political supremacy for
the colored race is partly ethnological
and partly social it is claimed that
the inferiority of the negro does not
arise because h was a slave but be-
cause he does not possess the faculties
to raise himself above a position of
servitude he has not exhibited the
qualities of any race which hasbag ad-
vanced civilization or shown capacity
to be greatly advanced since the
dawn of history in egypt in
phoenicia rome and elsewhere he
has been in contact with civilization
and for the past years he has
been under the inalinfluencebence of the cau-
casian race on this continent in new
zealand he has had bisbig freedom for
over one hundred years and yet there
tois no perceptible advance in hisbig
character

liberia hayti and several of the
southern states which for a few years
after the war were dominated by ne-
groes de-groes sireare taken as illustrations to dem-
onstrateonstrate howbow little general political or
intellectual ability there is in the negro
the trend of mr pages argument is
that the colored race was destined by
the creator to occupy an inferior posi-
tion in the social and political econom-
ics of civilization

THE FUTURE UNVEILED

AMONG the data we obtained with
regard to the life of elder jacob gates
was an account of a vision and somegome
notes of travel showing its fulfilmentfulfillment
the statement was written by his own
hand and as it was not on account of
limited space included in the bio-
graphical sketch published in yeaterjester
days issue we give it place today
believing that it will be perused with
pleasure by many of our reareadersderF

after the smith waa
martyredmarty red on the of junojune 1844 the
spirit of raged to sucheuch an
extent that it was deemed advisable
to send the BIde the sursurroundroULd
ing country to allay the excitement asa
far as possible I1 was dispatched to
fountain green a place known to be
veryaery bitter toward the latter day
saintosaint I1 holdheld one meeting in com-
pany with charles birdsy companioncompaniolD
we had a large audience and the
spirit of the enemy had been wrought
to the highest pitch but the better
spirit prevailed and the meeting passed
off quietly then we returned to
nauvoo I1inn the fall and winter of
1844 work upon the temple was pushed
forward soBO that in the latter part
of 1845 the people commenced to re-
ceive their blessings that samegame fall I1
hadbad my full endowments together
with my two wivel mary M and
caroline elizabeth during the win
ter audand spring of 1846 we were prepar-
ing to leave Naunaumonvod As we passed
over the mississippi river into iowa
where I1 had once lived I1 was armindn mind-
ed of a dream or night vision which
was as follows
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