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literary too, for those days women
were not allowed any higher advan-
tages and especlally to dabbile in liter-
ary work, It was moat unseemly and
unladylike, and all young girls were to
be ladies well-bred to the tips of their
fingera, even though they had to do

‘thejr own houschold drudgery, and help

keep their husband's acecounts, and
Buch other littie things of this sort as
Wwere needed after marriage. No one
Presumed to question George as to
Where he had been, though It was easy
to perceive the girls were desirous of
knowing. Finally the demure little
Merey spoke out. "Where have you
been this evening, brother; we wanted
You at home to talk about Chrlastmas
and what Ias to be done, boys have some
af the work to do, hanging things up
and driving nalls, and making raom in
the atables for the horses and all the
Gut door work and Jake can’'t do any-
thing without he’s shown just how,’
she rattled on child-like.  “Well my
little slster, since you call me to ac-
count, I'll tell you where I've been, and
Batisfy your curiosity. I've been to see
Lawyer Willlams about fixing up my
affairs 80 1 can leave home all right,
and now tell me what's to be done with
You, are you all going West with me?
Ruth, who was generally the spokes-
Than, séeing her mother did not answer,
Treplised, "I am not golng for one and 1
think ail of us old maids will stay here
©on the farm. and do what we can, and
wajt for you to come back to New
York. You'll be glad to, when you've
been out there a while and had the
ague, til! you Iook llke a shadow, like
Nat Jones, you remember hls trip west
Bome years ago. You don't then. Well
I do, he looked iike a ghost, he couldn’t
lve out there the water was 8o bad.”
. Ignoring the ague question George
asked cheerily what was to be got for
Christmas, he was golng into town in
the morning and wanted hils orders for
ristmas things. It'a according to
who i{s coming, I Buppose,” sald Ruth
and Sarah In a breath. "If the folks
from Newhurgh come we shall have tg
extra fine, besldes we don't know
them very well, they're cousins three
ar four times removed, and as proud as
ugifer, you remember when mother
Went there on a visit she was glad to
Come away and marry a poor minister.”
“I've noticed Ruth, you're not afraid
of people” Baid her brother, "because
they are either rich or proud or both,
to your credit, be it said,’ and perhaps
ere may be a smart chap among
them for one of you girls, you'll need
A& man fn the house for protection. If I
B0 away.” *“Protection’” two or three
€xclaimed at oOnce, “We'll have Jake
and his wife to protebt us, and good
bolts and locks, and we'll pot be un-
€asy on that seore, and If we get
frichteped or have any difficulty we'll
rent the farm and go and llve in
tica.”
"*That's the most sensible arrange-
{nent yet,” said George. but the mother
Ooked very serious and the suggestion
t“ODDed there, for It was easy to see
hat the mother was grleved over it.
hFinally after pome consultation the
Il of goods from town was made up
and some miore talk about the com-
E?ny expected, then the usual good
wshts were gald, and though there
) 88 a kind of restraint in thelr feel-
Ngs, the household routine was much
b € sAme aa at other Christmad home
estivalg,

RThe guests came fn troops almost,
\Achel's cousin’s children from New-
ot 'Eh among the number, and the
ho‘t)w was g0 deep that the fencesa were
wh vislble for days, but indoors all
whi} Warm and glowing with color,
neslch Invariably ndds to the cheerful-
wnﬁ of winter days. Imagine a house
to 8ix young women who knew how
2 etcornte. even If 1t is in the country,
s hese fair maldens had been away
S¢hool In Utlca and . Albany, and

had seen a little outside of their own
town; and the visitors had brought
elaborate presents of gay materials,
and the cooking was nearly finished
before the company éame, all except
the turkeys that were roasted before
the great fireplaces (more as a sort of
pastime and a curiosity) and turned
round and round with skewers and
browned to perfection. All the pastry
and puddings and meats were cooked
in the great brick oven In the Immense
kitchen and Jake and his wife Mandy
helped tend to the baking, and every-
thing was done to perfection, &s even
the clty guests admitted.

And while the feasting and merri-
ment was golng on, there was also
love making sub rosa, for the parlors
were only partially lighted, and there
were nooks and corners, abd little
Mercy was belng unmercifully teased
with admirers for whom she didn't
care a straw, while all the time she
pined for a look or smile from one,
who stood apart and frowned, as quiet
men do when In love instead of “mak-
ing hay while the sun shines.®” There
were beaux enough to g0 round
among the visitors, but for their sisters
and ecousins there was only George,
and the young fellows bantered hlm
about looking up same partners for
the odd girle, as there was t0 be some
dancing during the week. "Your sia-
ters and cousins wouldn't look at the
country bumpking about here,” s8ald
George, I don’t like to try the ex-
periment of introducing the boyvs; they
won't see at what disadvantage they
are, and it will be decidedly awkward
for me to stand the brunt of it.”
“We'll stand by yvou if wyou'll try 1t,”
they responded. George acquiesced,
and selected among hls companlons a
few of the mosat presentable and in-
vited them to the house for the follow-
Ing evening, 0 the acquaintance might
begin before the night of the dancing.
The scheme worked well: the boys
were shy but the young ladies were
sensible enough to appreciate the re-
spect they showed In thelr manner,
and were willing to dance with them
and found them very agreeable part-
ners. They had good mausle, too;
George had been very particular to
secure that, and nothing could have
been more delightful than the party on
that Christmas night in the long ago—
in that large dining room profusely
decorated with evergreens and searlet
berrlem Intertwined and winter flowers
gathered weeks before and kept in a
dark cellar. The mistletoe had been
brought from New York City by one
of the-young ladies, and was hung in
the center of the parlor.

Musle and dancing are fasclnations
In themselves and often lead to love-
maklng unwittingly, and this party
was no exception to the rule. George
made love effusively before the night
was over to one of the young girls
from Newburgh and proud a5 she was
he didn't seem to heed it at all, and
though she was retlringly modest he
succeeded in getting her under the
mistletoe. though she sarcastically re-
sented his maneuvering, and scolded
her cousin for smuggling the mistletoe
up there in her trunk.

Mercy's would-be lover was not so
successful at that time, but Sarah,
whom all the family thought doomed
to single blessedness, waR ardently
wooed that night by ane of the visitors
from Albany, Willlam Van Luven;
afterwarda love lettera were inter-
changed, and the marriage followed in
the early spring.

George and Wealthy sparred a great
denl during the few days that re-

malned of the holiday weeks, but
he was BO masterful with
her, that she finally

j desert would
econsented | were his daily thoughts, and his mother

consider the proposition of going with
him to the far West sometime in the
future if he should return after a few
venrs. This was not very satisfactory
to George, wha had given his whole-
heart and affections unreservedly and
recelved no loving response, only cold
formality. For some days after the
company had left he was moody and
taciturn and made the home more
gloomy still by his very evident un-
satigfactory love-aftair, with a beautl-
ful girl. who rather haughtily ac-
cepted his protestations.

Mercy was as sweet and amiable ns
ever though she had not even known
whether this young Apollo, Paul Sy-
monds, cared for her as she sometimes
had suspected. Sarah was 80 Joyous
at the prospect of her own marriage
that she heeded little the affalra go-
ing on In the familly around her.
Ruth in a motherly way was delighted
that there was to be one wedding, and
thought it a good eémen for the rest,
and had she been informed of Mercy's
little Becret, she would have passed it
over gally, and told her there was
plenty of tilme for youngsters of her
age,

Time passed and George, who had
completed necessary arrabgements, but
was still very much in doubt about his
pweetheart, started off to Newburgh,
determined to face the situation, as
nmall after mall brought him no letter.
Mrs., Fleming was anxious, the girls
resented it, for thelr brother was good
enough for any girl, no matter how rich
or proud she might be. Of course,
Mra. Fleming felt all that, but she had
gone through an experience in her
yvoung days that made her feel tender-
ly for her bay. He came back tri-
umphant, his mother knew it the mo-
ment he came In and now there was a
different atmosphere about the place.

Sarah's wedding was to come off
first and Mr. Van Luven and his
friends would come up to the home-
atead, and it would be very qulet, only
the few friends with whom they were
on Iintimate terms were to be Invited.
Mandy with Ruth’'s help was to do all
the cooking for the ocecasion, and
8arah would remain at home for the
present, as Mra. Fleming would go
to Newburgh with George when the
wedding ceremony was to take place.
She had never vislted Newburgh since
her marriage and she rather dreaded
the ordeal; she had not kept up any
relations with them whatever because
of their insufferable pride, she thor-
oughly desplaed it—but the girlsa had
been at school in Albany with her
own girls and had made the acqualnt-
ance of each other, and she was pow-
erless to prevent the visiting back-
wards and forwards ever after; and
now they were to be more closely con-
nected—she rather disliked the 1dea,
but there was no avoiding it and she
knew she must make the best of {t.

Paul Symonds came up to Sarah’s
wedding as best man for Mr. Van
Luven, glad of any excuse to get to nee
sweot Mercy Gilman, and as Sarah's
piaters were her bridesmaids, i was
easy for Paul to make himself agree-
able, and from that time his woolng
prospered, for he was in earnest, and
the glrl was sweectly responslve. They
were a charming couple, happlly ma-
ted, and Mrs. Fleming would have beeh
proudof the match if she had notbeen 8o
intent upon secing George satisfied and
happy which seemed uncertain though
he didn’t seem to realize it, the fact
was he was desperately in love and
things looked as he wanted them to be,
the glamour closed all his  viston.
Wealthy was the apple of his eye, the
idol of his heart, without her life would
be a barren wilderness, and with her a
seem A palace; these

almost under protest, however, to cor-'seemed to comprehend and trembled

respond with him, if her paresits were!for the results.
willing on her return home, and tol Mrs Fleming left home wl}h gloomy



