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editorialsS

A FURNACE OF FALSEHOOD

evidences we have adduced that
therallthe call forthelor the mormon battalion
was a cruel test of I1 mormon loyalty
responded to in the spirit of patriotism
and sacrifice has enraged the delirium
tremenscremens attachment of the daily slan-
derer into further ebullitions of lautem

tollyfolly A long stream of invec-
tive a udnd prevarication fills up promin-
ent space in the sunday edillonedi ilonflon re-
lieved only by a few chips of fact that
render the general mass of trothfroth and
falsehood more conspicuous

it all amounts to another attempt to
show that the DicSIE RET NEWS en-
dorsed as Isa plain statement of facts
the assertion that the enlistment of the
battalion was a signal mercy and was
so intended it is assumed that this
theory was the burden of mr ban
crofts chapter on the mormon bat-
talionnandand was endorsed bytheby the review
of it in the nimsNEWS the answer to this
is that in the chapter reviewed
the author gives both sides
of the controversy toe very
large preponderance of testimony
strengthening the mormon view of
the transactiontransactfon and that we merely
said in reference to the work that the
impression produced by the
elforteffort was that he bad aimed to offer a
plain statement of facts

the attempt sojo twist and distort and
garble this remark into an endorse-
ment of the absurd theory that the
abstraction of the very strength olof the

mormon camp in an indian country
was Isa merciful design to help them
is a sample of tribunea methods with an
adversary it is the course pursued
dowiltowardsads I1 mormon I1 public speakers as
well as writers words that they never
uttered are put into the mouthsmonths of the
former sentences written by the latter
conveying a definite meaning are used
inain a totally opposite sense and alleged
arguments built on this foundation of
falfalsehoodsebooh are repeated and piled up
day after day and mouthmonth after month
until sensible people revolt at the
sighteight of them

jowas a matter of fact the DESERET
NEWS did not state that the chapter
on the mormon battalion in ban
crofts great work was a plain state
ment offacts 11 that being the case
the long streams of virulent black-
guardismguardism torfor which the assertion that
we made that statement is the excuse
have been poured forth in vain the
proof that we said no such thing is
found in the exact language that we
used in our review which we here
reproduced

we think every reader of the narra-
tive will be duly impressed that the
autauthorhorbashas not aimed at sensational
effect nor made any attempt at embell-
ishmentishlah ment but rather to offer a plain
statement of facts and give due credit
to all concerned
to declare that a certain narration is
a plain statement otof facts is one

thing to give tthebd opinion that readers
will obtain the impression that it was
the aim of the author to offer a plain
statement of facts rather than
produce a sensational effect is
another and different thing it
Is by substituting for our language and
its purport something awewe have neither
said nor intended that the daily pre-
varicatorvaricator weaves garments of lisslies
around a thread which is only partly
composed of a semblance of truth
here is another example of this kindof
tribune fabrication in its sunday ar-
ticle this sentence appears

ITtheithehe toot notes which in the first
were but referred to and which

the article said were abundantly offset by
historical facts the writer of the NEWS
in the second article makes the burden
of his story

the italics are ours we use them
to draw attention to the wilful false-
hood embodied in the words they
make prominent here is what we
said

Thewthe mormonormon view of the design
bellevbelieved to have been hiddenbidden behind
the call for the battalion and the
hardships of the demand for livefive hun-
dred able bodied men under the cir-
cumstancescum stances in which the saints were
placed at the time is19 duly presented
facedbutut offset with the claim of others that
the object was to than in-
jure the persecuted pilgrims on their
journey toward the west

these remarks were made in support
of the opinion that the general impres-
sion produced by the history would be
thatthatthethe author aimed to be fair by
giving both sides of the story we did
not say that the mormon views were

abundantly offset by historical facts
as the reader can perceive that is
the tribunen style of argument it is
the usual dishdishonestotiest anti mormon
method it is the meanest form of
I1lyinging that paper could not tell
tthee truth even in reporting the
so called lecture of the young
apostate whom the ribald infidels
are patting on the back and laughing at
in their sleeves he hadbad to complain
of words being attributed to him by the
vile reporter of thevile concern that he
never used nor intended to use it is
just the same with the reports of elderbider
sloans remarks in london and of the
public utterances of I1 mormon speak-
ers in general and no one need look
lorfor any fair correction of the garbled
and manufactured theyey are
intentionally made to misrepresentent the

aplanguageagg and intent of the speakers
and thet un truths thus arranged are
made to do duty as subjects for tribune
editorials year in and year out

atis this course by that disreputable
paper that makes the DESERET NEWS
reluctant to notice it to reply to its
continual perversions would occupy
valuable space and be too much otof a
condescension for any decent journal
occasionally we stoop to expose some
of its slanders hutbut usually we navehave to
pass them by as too low to speak
about and too absurd for rational con-
sideration8 Ideration in this instance we have
ddeparted from our usual custom outbut
do not intend to make a business of
bandying words with professional
libelers and quenching flames from a
furnace of falsehood

JUSTICE BEFORE pop-
ularity

THERE are many people who are of
the opinion that tilethe condemned an-
archiststs of chicago are entitled to a
new trial but have not the courage to
acknowledge their convictions the
petition that is being circulated to
give them another chance for their
lives has been numerously signed by ita
certain class and there is reason to
believe that more influential men
would subscribe to it itff it were not
for their dread of public opinion it
is a pity i that there is not more
moral courage in the country

it does not follow because a man
thinks the prisoners hayehave been un justat
ly sentenced that he endorses an
archaism or any of the acts if which
the defendants have been proven
guilty liehe maybemay be as much opposed to
the methods otof the anarchists as the
most violent of the extremists whoano
clamor for the lives of the condemned
he may be just as hostile to their ar-
gumentsguments and yet believe that they havegeen
been tried more on the strength or
popular animosity than than of definite
evidence connectingconnect ins them with the
crime in the chicago haymarketbayhavimarket

we have no sympathy torfor the weap-
ons of the assassin nor with the se-
ditious utterances of the prisoners
which may have led to the unjustifiable
and diabolical assassination by dyna-
mite but we failed to find in the ac-
counts published of the trial proofs
that the defendants or either of them
were actually engaged in the offense
with which they wewerere charged
were not merely accused of incendiary
language and promoting and encour-
aging a breach of the peace they
were on trial for wilfulwilful murder
if they were notno t actually engaged in
the assassination by fomebome overoverttactact
besides making the inflammatory
speechespeechesfl to the mob they ought notto
have been convicted of the capital
crime

it Is because otof this conviction
which is shared by many people that
an effort is being made to have the
case reopenedre opened we believe it ought
to be done we do not care tofo
the popular demand for vengeance
that ought to cut no figure in a trial
for mens lives neither should it influ-
ence the press in damandidemandingde mandi the right
we have suffered too ninemuch from voxroa

to reverence it as vozvox dei and
we have seen the opinion of the great
public changed so often and so radi-
cally jnin a short time that we are cer-
tain it tois not a safe guide we would
rather be right than popular and wish
that there were more people in thehe
world willing to stem the tide of poppopu-
lar

u
error and close their ears to ththee

din of the noisy crowd who one day
will strew palm braDbranchesches and flowers
before the teetfeet of a great teacher or
hero and on the next will cry away
with him he is not fit to live I1 I1

THE TENDENCY OF THE TIMES

wicWB have made several references to
the increase of crime in the united
states during the past thirty years as
disclosed by official reports of prisons
and penitentiariesaries and commented
upon by the press an article on this
subject from the pen of mr georgegeorge BR
stetson of massachusetts is receiv-
ing some attention and we make from
it the following extract

it appears from the census that in
massachusetts the native criminal
populationlation has more than doubled in
the thirty years from 1850 to 1880 in
1850 with a native population of

there were native prisoners or
one in each 1267 in 1880 in a native
population of there were 2-
175 native prisoners or one in
each in 1883 one person of each
29 of the population was arrested for
crime or taking five to a family there
was one arrest to every sixaft families
in hampden county where the popu-
lation has increased IW per cent the
criminal populationlation of the house ofpoucorrection has increased perpercentcent
in the period from 1863 to 1883 of-
fenses against public order and decen-
cy are increasing very much faster than
the population the ratio of divorced

has increasedIncreasediffromrom 1 to in
1863 to I1 in 1537 in 1880 the popula-
tion increased in those years 37 per
cent the ratio of divorced persons
percentper cent from 1873 to 1882 the pro-
portion of divorces torfor adultery anddesertion was 79 per cent it is not
found that easy divorce keeps related
vices in check as convictions for
crimes resulting from such aloes have
greatly increased in the past 20 years

in 1863 the ratio of divorces to mar-
riages was I1 to 52 5 in 18822 1 to 34 3

these figures are very significant
they tell aa tale of moral decadence
which badly for the boasted
fountain of intelligence and christian
civilization ina this country massa-
chusettschu claims to be at the head of the
states for education patriotism and
progress and boston to be the very
nubhub of the wheel of culture and refine-
ment there are no people who affect
a greater horror of the social system of
the mormonscormonsMor mons than the Peck sniffs of
massachusetts aryany departure from
the btraight road of propriety ouon
the part of a personperson claiming
to be a mormon is set down as
an illustration of the effects of polyg-
amy evils that are direct violations of
the principles of our church are pro-
claimed as the natural result of its
teachings

if massachusetts were hudgdonjudgeJudg don I1itsis
own statistics by the rule adopted I1in
relation to utah what a crushing blow
would be given to its own system of
faith and morality I1 by their fruits
ye shallhall know them is an excellent
rurulee by which to test the creeds of men
but the corrupt acts of a few
individuals inia opposition to the
spirit and letter of the creed
which they profess Is no fair criterion
of its merits yet this is the guage
applied by the opponents of morimor
monism but utterly rejected when
returned fforor home application

if the improper acts of a very few
persons are to be viewed as evidence
of the tendency of a system what may
not be justly inferred from the rapid
increase of the ratio of crime in a
state like massachusetts where all
ttheP powers and influences of modern
christianitytty have ample sway the
character of the criminal increase is
worthy of grave consideration as well as
its volume violations of public order
and decency are common marital in-
fidelity and sexual vices are among the
principal moral disorders of the state
which poses before the country as the
ne plus ultra commonwealthbommon wealth with a
standing virtual proclamation of 1 I
am hollerholier than thou

it is the tendency of the times this
is an evil and adulterous geriegenerationration
its spirit is manifest in tilethe inability of
men and women to comprehend how
plural marriage can be entered into by
either sex with virtuous motives
the 1 true sanctity of the
marriage relation is grasped by
but a lewfew and
is predicated as the mainspring and
object of plural marriage because it
lies at the very root of the prevailingailin9
custom society in other places be-
sides massachusetts looks on com-
placently and has no word of censure
torfor the man or woman who has cast off
one spouse to marry another even if
the spurious polygamous process has
been several timestime aerepeatedP but would
be startled into lirtvirtuousuyhystericshysterics at
the very thought that one of its mem-
bers had two wives ivvle and

at the same time and yet
plural marriage is biblical while put-
ting away Isia forbidden in scripture and
the bible inill theory tss held up asaa the
standard offaith and moralsand mon-
ey is spent by the hundreds of thou-
sands to circulate it throughout the
country and in nations afar off

mr bletson adduces other evidence
tto0 substantiate the statement that

whichever way we turn we find
positive indications of an increasing
laxityamity in public and private morals of
we weakening of the moral sense and
the decline in the habits of virtue

candid men and women who have
traveled and mingled with the
world know and are ready to
admit that this is no unfounded
assertion A looseness of principle
and a laxity of moral restraint are to
be perceived by all who move among
the people of this country with their
eyes and their ears open these are
partly the effects of the prevailing
system of godless education the cul-
ture of the intellect without the devel-
opment bof thel moral and spiritual
faculties

mere khowknowledgeledge is not an antidote
0too crime the heart must be cultivat-
ed as well as the brain the innermost
feelings of the soul must be reached
and the influences of pure religion
which alone can touch the secret
spring human action must have op-
portunityportunity for free exercise or the race
will go down not perhaps into savag-
eryry and barbarism but to a selfish and
immoral condition of individualism
and aversion to control in which

every man for himself will be the
mattomotto and the restraints of faith in
divine retribution will be cast to the
winds and ridiculed as superstition

the statistics of crime in this coun-
try are fragments that show the trend
of the tide in utah they demonstrate
the fact that the anti morimor
mon minority furnish most
of the criminal element that
there are scions of mormon stock
that go to the bad is true but it is a
fact that the increase of thin feature
of evil idourin our community is correlative
with the influx of anti mormon
population and largely due to its influ-
ence and example the IMormormonmoal
system if left to carry out its own
mission unimpeded would produce far
better results than at present for it
teateacheshes a pure morality as martofpart of its
theological doctrine and discipline
and contains within it a spirit
and power which tend to the
cultivation of the higher nature
and to curb those impulses that
lead to the evils that afflict the world
and are inciincreasingeasing with an alarming
ratio not only in massachusetts but in
every part of boasting christendom
thefhe spirit of the lord is being with-
drawn from the nations and that which

be the very means of their re-
demptiondemp tion they are turning upon with

fury as though determined
to obliterate it from tilethe earth

LET US GIVE THANKS
THURSDAY is thanksgiving day

therhe custom of setting apart one day in
die year for a special time of return-
ing thanks to god for his manifold
mercies originated in that feeling of
true devotion which ought to animate
every fehstbrei ast the form is kept up
out little of the spirit of it remains
therhe chief of the republic recommends
the observance of the day and ac-
knowledges a supreme being as the
object of the nations adoration
the governors of the various states
and territories echo the proclamation
and a general holiday is melne result it
will be a time of01 lastingfasting and merri-
ment and lain many places of intemper-
ance andana revelry lamer thanbhanotol01 devout
worship and genuine thanksgiving to
wethe author of all good

A few people howevernowever inin various
placesplaced upon tuis broad lanulana will rever-
ently approach the eternalb eatherbather usas
the taunt otof every blessingbles bing tl and
praise illshis holy name in word and
in deed rejoicing in his good-
ness antiand recognizing his hand in
all things among them should de tilethe
lattur bainestoaiuta theyiney have come
out from taeine world to be emphatically
his people observing hishia precepts
keeping lily commandments and seek-
ing hishid kingdom and his brigaterighteous-
ness

ous
before ail kartaly wings roio them

layday should ue observed
azcui abug to10 the spirit and meaning

thereof
Aialthoughthough they are passing through a

period OL01 trial tilethe iatter day balkits
laidve muchbitten to be illis
once desert land under tae smile otol
Jehovahhashas ocen quickened iulo ler
tilitalibity and nashas responded to their la-
bors

la-
bois itithachub become a choice spotapoi torfor
the gathering of his people ana if
weythey nave not retretainedalnea thatthai talllull pos-
session of the soil which would be a
source of impregnable ngeth to
luem and tathe cause which they have
espoused it has not been the laultfault olof
him who placed it within weir grasp
inese valleys teem with plenty andana llit
their products are not enjoyedenjoyer by every
living soul according to10 needs nuno
blame can be reasonably attaattachedclied to
the Be sLower of these gilts

light and truth nave been revealed
by his power and are within the reachleach
oxof all as freely as pours down the glad
sunshine tue straight path to the
eternal lives has been opened up andana
their feet have been placed upon it
the way of redemption torfor their dead
hushas been disclosed and the ordinan-
ces with tue power and authority to

them by which trietoe eternal
laubly order waymay be established in
perpetuity have been made plain so
mac a waymay be laid in
holy places lorfor that immortal glory
anuand dominion which was
tilethe suminsummitit of the ambition that area
the hearts of the sons oiof god in all
former ages

tae buinisbabnis have been wonderfully
preserved in the midst of threatened
adversities and the plots and schemes
of vile yet able wenmen and combinations
lor their destruction the hand of
the lord has been visibly stretched
forth in their behalf their very af-
flictions have turned for their good
fhone who have suffered fmc

and exile be NA
of their adherence to principleeipl e havei
received benefits from tueane very means
adopted to crush baem and hivehave been
brought nearer to the lord by the
methods used to drive out
their hearts the hope and
with which they are inspired are
superior to all the threats and designs
of evil men and their souls should
swell with gratitude to god for their
situation and prospects

rejoicing and feasting are
not incompatible with sincere
devotion on a day like that we
celebrate if the giver of all
these blessings enjoyed is truly
acknowledged in worship and obedi-
ence and sympathy for those who arearc
in need of help therhe poor ye have
with you always they should re-
ceive a portion of the abundance of
the wealthy and there should be no
lack in the land on thanksgivingni day

the NEWS will observe the
holiday as a national ordinance and as
an opportunity for rest rejoicing gra-
titude and recreation and recommends
its celebration by all its readers whom
it wishes continued cacauseuse for genuine
and heartfelt praise and thanksgiving

THE SNOW HABEAS CORPUS
CASE

MANY of our citizens impatient at the
laws delays have wondered why the
habeas corpus case of apostle lorenzo
snow has not yet been brought up be-
fore the supreme court oiof the united
states to which it has been appealed
from the third judicial district of
this territory they must exercise a
little more patience but may rest as-
sured that it will be heard soon and
will no doubt be fully argued on its
merits we are pleased to inform our
readers that the case has been ad-
vanced on the calendar and has been
set for january 1887 brother

snow has exhibited greatgreaf fortitude and
serenity of spirit in his unjust incar-
ceration and has now a of01
getting some measure of justice

the point to bpbe decided Isia the ques-
tion of segregation it is to be de-
terminedteter whether the offense of unlaw-
ful cohabitation under the edmunds
act is or is not continuous andaad there-
fore one offenseoffease only or may be con-
strued into many offenses until indict-
ment this is of vital importance it
is to settle the powers of a grandarand jury
to exercise autauthoritybority never batore re-
posed in such a body under the rul-
ings of the utah courts a grand jury
and here that really means the arbspros-

ecuting attorney who manipulates it
catican at will put a defenddefendantax in jeop-
ardy of six months imprisonment and
a fluefine of three hundred dollars or of
double or treble or as many times
multiplied those penalties as itic
chooses keeping him a prisoner for
life and depriving him of a fortune for
exactly the same offense as that torfor
which the law prescribes the smaller
punishment1 ashment if this could not be law-
fullyin 1 y done in mr snows cuecase it can-
not be done in any other case hence
the importance of01 the cause before the
supreme court apart from its person-
al effect on the venerable gentlegentlemansentlemanmant
who is unjustly deprived of his liberty

on a fair rational and strictly legal
construction of the third section of
the edmunds act brother snow could
not have been imprisoned or fined at
all but that point is not before the
court of last resort only the segre-
gation question is at issue we be-
lieve it will be fully presentedpresented andi
ably argued mr snowssnows counsel will
will be ceorge ticknor guruscurtis
and PF S richards the last named
gentleman will leave here about
christmas time for washington antiand
we hope to hearbear of a favorable deci-
sion upon one of the most important
questions affecting the administration
of justice in utah that has ever been
judicially argued or become a matter
of general public inteinterestresl

D EATH OF prohibition ISSIN
PROVO

wicWB observe with regret that provo
city has yielded to the pressure otof per-
sons who favor the recognition of the
liquor traffic and has commenced a
trial off the license system there may
be reasons for this change of policy
with which we are unacquainted they
may be sufficient to justify the conclu-
sion which the city council has
reached we observe however that
the council was almost evenly divided
on the question the license proposi-
tion prevailing by a vote of six to
four we notice too that those
who endorse the change support thettheir
positionioa by the claim that 16 prohibi-
tory ordinances do not prohibiti unless
rigorrigorouslyu y enforced this may be
correctly affirmed of every law or ordi-
nance and amounts to no argument
whatever when any statute or regu-
lation Jsis established it is presumed that
it will be rigorously enforced no
rule is efficacious without enforce-
ment

we believe that this is therealthe teal cause
of the partial failure of prohibition
in some places where it has
been tried the executive branch of
the civic government has failed
to enforce what the legislative
branch hasprovided if prohibitory
ordinances were rigorously enforced intia
places like provo where the ggreatreat ma-
jority of the citizens are favorable to
those regulations the evils of the
liquor traffic could be kept down as
closely as many other evils that are re-
pressed by law but not ffullyally eeradicatedr

it is true no doubt that liquor is
sold on the sly without revenue

public in places where
prohibition is established by law
buttit such illegitimate business is
under the ban and must of neces-
sity be crippled and kept
within bounds if the officers
are vigilant and uninfluenced by the
evadersevanders of the law if they are not
active in their duties they ought to be
removed and men placed in their posi-
tions who will be faithfulul and ener-
getic when a small town chiefly
composed of mormon inhabitants
proclaims its inability to enforce
wholesome regulation a confession of
weakness is made that does notcot speak
very loudly for the backbone ofof its
officials or else is a manifestation of
insincerity onOIL tilethe part of many of 1itsca
ppeopleeo le when they declare in favor of
tthatha regulation we hope however
tthatha the provo municipality willwill
be able to enforce the license
ordinance better thinthan it seems it has
been able to sustain prohibition and
if the evils that flow from the liquor
traffictraffie prove to be less under license
than they were under prohibition we
will be ready and willing to approve ofef
the change and saysav that it has been
justified by the fruits thereof at pres-
ent we do not anticipate such desira-
ble results

A FAIR AND CAPABLE
LECTURE

IN the latter part of last summer an
english gentleman george

M A was Terequestedquested by the
sunday lecture society of london to
to deliver a lecture the subject as-
signed him was mormonism or
the faith of the latter day saints its
history and moral


