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The Enstdaje branch, belongiong to

the Banford ward, consisle of n few.

tamilies of Baints who are founding a
seitiement on Costilin creek, in Cos-
tilla county, Col., about 25 miles south-
east of Bunford and acrose the Rio
@ranide uvei Norte. The townsile
of [Eastdale is sbout one msnd a
half miles north of the boun-
dgary line between Colorado snd New
Mexico und aboul four miles northeast
of the toot of Ute mountain. The
probperity of the Hille settlement de-
penus mainly upot the succese ol u
reservoir which the uretbren have
heen busily engmged 1n comstructing
daring the last few yeurs. There is
only one well in the whole village, the
property ot Klder Christen Jeneen, and
on this all the people and domestic
apimals rely fer their supply of water.
Hence at every hour of the day the
villagers ate seen with buckets in hand
wending tbeir way to aod from this
tigood and falthfu) well”* which so far
has Dol failed infurniehice the reguisite
quantity of water for men and beast.
The latter, however, ate not always
libersjly supplied. Hence all uay
long horses and catile are loitering
around the well apnxlously wutchiog
their chances for n drink, which only
can be obtulined when some Eind-
hearted heighbor drawa more water
than his own apimals nay need.
W hen L state that the weil is 60 feel
deep, it wlil rendlly be seen that the
heisting of water tu the surface for so
many living belngs is no alight tesk,
Tnirteen families,or seventy souls,con-
stitute the present population of the
Euastdale branch, and Simeon A.unn
iz the presiding Elder.

The Richtield ward, covsisting of 63
tamilies, or 885 souls, is presided over
by RBishop Ephtaim Coombs; his
counseiors are Wilhelm F. O. Behr-
man and Peter N, Guyman, The
village of Richfield s situated three-
qualters of a mlle esst of La Jars, s
rallway station. From 1883 1o
1888 it existed ay B wWard;
from 1888 to 1881, owing to the
removal of B8 arge proportiou of
jts tnbabitants to Sacfory, it was re:
duced to a hranch of tbe Banford ward;
but since 1891, it bas sgaio bad s foli
ward orgapization of its own., The
place poseesses nearly the same natura)
alvantages ae Banford and Manasea,
apd itz Dumerous artesinn wells afforu
the people excellent water for cuil-
nary purposcs.

‘Tpe Morgan hrancbh coneiste of
seventeeo families of Balnts, who live
.jp a scatlered ovndition on their res-
pective uuarter sections of land io &
flat and very extensive eouniry lylog
porthwest of Richfield. Toe log
meeting bonse recently crected by the
waintsof the branch, is situsted near
the Alamosa greek, eight miles from
Richfield, and sbout fifteen miles
gouthwest of the jown of Alamosa.
The ura’ och was organized in 1887, and
named fir Elder John Morgan, who
has (Bken a v:ry active part in this
valiey 10 Jocating and encouraging
the Saints who have infmigrated hither
{rom the Bouthern States. Johh D.
Wesinrook is the preeiding Elder of
Muyr«an.

The Blancus branch consisis of a few
Sajuis residivg In and srounu the
rapc « known as Zopatlo, situated im-
mediately northwest of the grand old
mouutsin cajled Mount Blanca which

raises 1te spow-capped pesks heaven-
ward at ap altitude of 14,483 feet nbove
the jevel of thesea, 1u is the second
higbest peak in the state of Colorado,
and is jJoftier than Pike’s penk by 336
feet, The Saints residing on the
pumerous small creeks which gush
torth from the west base of the mioun-
taln are all new beginnpers, and are Bw
yet not sc comforiable as they might
desire to be; but the future prospects are
pretty goou; and B ward organizalion
i contemplated here al some distent
dsy, when questions as to the owner-
ship of lamd, waler and other rights
shai} have been properly adjnsted.
At present the little brapch is slrug-
gling along ss best it cap; meeiings
apnd Bunduy schools are held occasion-
nlly, and Wiley F. King presldee over
the branchb.

‘The Beulah ward consists of twenty-
two faumilies of Beints, ot 112 =souls,
residing on the Chama river, in Rio
Arriba county, New Mexico, about 100
miles southwest of Manesss, and about
18 miles west of Chrinita, the nearest
railway atation on the D. & R. G. 1ail-
way. The aititude is only sbout 6000
feet ahove the level of the sea, which,
coupled with the faot that i3 is locateu
on the southern slope, makes it a fine
fruit couniry. But the river, which is
somewhnat similar to the Rie Virgen of
Southern Utah, is hard to control, Ltbe
bed of the stream consisting of quick-
gsands, and floods being of frequent
occurrence. Hence the breihren
have been atrugglivg bard eince 1889
to make a success of the plage. The
town is built on Iands purchaeseu from
blexicane, and a short uisiance above
the new psettlement atands an old
Catbolicchurch which was built about
three hundrea years nge. Asahel L.
Fuller is the Bishop of the Beulab
ward, being ordained to that position
in March, i891; but the ward wus not
tully orgunized till Dee. 11, 1892,

Sao Luis isthe opnly Stske of Zion
in Colorado, but there is room for
meny more ssttijements in the same
valley, Dot to speak of other portione
of the siat-. More SBaints are wanted
here to strengthen the ditferent wards
and branches of tbe Chureb; but all
who come must consider thatithey are
to live been 7000 and 8000 feet up io
the air as compared Lo the sea level
Otherwise the facilities are good, Here
nte “myunisins bigh,’’n ‘‘¢lear blue
sky,” and ‘fpure breezes’ do foueed
bhlow, #8 [ am sure anyone woulai
acknowledge who spent n week ago
lsat Saturday bere; and the ‘‘clear
streamlets,’” such as the Conejos, San
Antonito, Rio Grande del Norte anu
lbeir pumerous tributaries fl)»w con-
tipuslly, affording excellent oppor-
tuulties for exteusive irrigation. Yes,
lot Lintter-day Seints who are in searcu
of homes not forget ithe Ban Luis
Yalley; but before deciding to locate
theit families here let lhem come anu
dpe for themselves, 'Then they can
blame¢ po one for exaggerating the
pataral adveniages of tuis sxtensive,
loity and windy valley,

ANDREW JENSON.

——

LETTER FROM ANN ARBOR.

ANN ARBOR, Michigan, Dec. 18—
With & tempest raging without and
the fire cheerfully beroing withlin,
these noles are being written.

On takiog wup Iaet Wednesday

evening’s lown paper we noticed that
the Utab statehood bill had almost

uoanimously passed the House, How
gratifying thie was to us! We fully
expected tbhat it would pees the

Senate and President without muoch
gifficulty, but we pnow gee that the
Women’s Soclety of Washington are
going to do their best to bave 1t blocked
in the Benate—thelir ground being that
polygamy 18 not dead ino Utah. We
with watch with infereat the dolngs of
tbe upper bouse, snd see if 200,000
people are to oe kept down by s band
of women--claiming that of which
they know nothieg.

The NEws of December 10th miade a
fiying trip tv Aonn Arboer. It arrived
here the evening of Dee, 8ri—muking
the trip from Balt Lke it 48 hours. It
18 the Utah paper that e songht aftexr
here,

La prippe seems an epidemic here.
Nearly sll of Utah’s chiidren have
battled with 1t, but, happy to eay, allk
are better of it now.

That we sre ail keeping temperasnce
and not breaking the Word of Wisdom
will be seen when 1 say that none of um
smoke or chew tohacco, drink liquor ot
any kind, tea or coffee. We bave
good, bealthful 0oCos at oul
mesnls and waler between limes.

To \hoee who fear for the spiritusl
welfare of friends and relatives bere
we would eny: Here we are put solely
on our own resources; we meet ohstu~
cels in our studies Lhal seemu Unsur-
mountable, and we learn that there ia
but One who can aid us, We therefore
become more prayerful and humble,
and I am safe 1o saying that we are
mote strlet in the dJduties of our faith
than we ever were belore,

Herman von Holst, the great histo--
tlap, and of Chicago univereity, deljv-
ered a lecture on “Toussaint Llouver~
ture,’” bafore the students in university
ball, last Saturday cvening, the 16th.
[t was s master offort—s gem of
tboughi—though the delivery was not
the beat, being of the German-English
brogue. Mr. Holst was the guest of
President and Mre. Angell while here.

Christmas vacation is nigh and with
it will come but little rest for us. Re-
viewing our past lessons it will take
most of our time. The law depart=
ment closes for - vacatiov on tbe 2lst
jost.} literary, medical and musical om
the 23rd.

Mise Louise Keller, of Manit, now at
Cp.k county norma! scbool ut Chicago,
18 expeoted here toepend Christmas
vacation with us. Jodie Horpe of
Riobfleld goes o Graod Rapius in
company with Ernest Partridge of
Provo, to spend B few days with
college comrades this week.

H. 8. Harris and wile, Mrs. Jamee
Browo, B. Wooley et a), bave bud the
grip, but all are well now.

Q. U. E E R.

Cyrus Hille, of Campo, Cal, hag
been pestered for some time by a hig
mountain lton, which Ekilled bis hogs,
ponlts and calves. be loss of a par-
ticularly fine colt determined Hilla to
get the lion st any cost. He fixed up
u big steel trap and balted it,taking the:
uimost care to fool t e snepiclous heast,
and that night be bagged bis game.
The lion wus traneferred to a slout coge
and is kept cbalpned. He ia a fierce
specimen.




