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As it tola very to me asae
well asan encouraging to read the corree
ponpona denceence of the elders from their dif-
ferent fields ot labor I1 thought I1 would
add my mite

1I left the diatebbate of mississippi my for-
mer field of labor april eth 1894
arrived at Madimadisonvillesonville hopkins co
ky the jtb and was feigned to labor
with elderbider C W hoelz in hancock
county ky since leaving the north
alabama conference I1 have traveled

miles on the carscare 19861985 miles onOD

lotfotf ot holdheld 6858 meetings visited 1401
families distributed 1201 tracts bap
fixed and helped to baltbaptizeize 24 genensperseos
blessedblamed and helped to bless 10 children
and ordained one priest written six
attiarticlescles treating on the gospelgompel and hadbad
them published in the local papers
on the 2ndand of august I11 bap-
tized in thehe beautiful ohio
river an old gentleman aged seventy
five years and his wife sixtybiety six the
old gentleman had never babelongedlonged t
any church saidasid hebe had been a mor-
mon all hisbis life and know it he
enjoys a goodly portion of the spirit of
the lord and it makes him veryverj
happy and hebe saysguys he would not re-
turn

re-
tarn again into darkness for all the
world contains of perishable matter

I1 have witnessed some marvelousmar veloue
healings and answers to prayers while
in the missionary field my health asae
a general thingkhlok has been pretty good
and I1 have enjoyed my labors I1 have
labored with nine com-
panionpa e I1

perhaps a few items of my experi-
ence would be beneficial to some otof
my fellow laborers that are in the field
or who expect to go thereaber ia the near
future A missionary experience is
invaluable to a man it tends to
broaden bisble teaches him hu-
mility and reliance upon the Lord anu
last but not least a love for hisbis fellow
man I1 had been raised under the
droppings of the sanctuary and
thothoughtkgb aiI1 understood mormonism pretty
well but I1 bad not been iuin wethe mis-
sionary field a month before I1 discov-
ered that I1 knowknew but very little there
are four principles that lorm the basis
of a mission arys success namely
obedience to counsel humility strict
observance of prayer and system it
lais astonishing how few there are en-
dowed with the last named principle
I1 know elders that have been in the
field for nearly two years and they
cannot take a subject and treat apon it
intelligently and make it plain and
comprehensive to their bearers their
other endowments are all that could be
reasonably asked for but they ramble
all over the scriptures and anen they
gotget through the audience know asa
little about the gospel as they did be-
fore the speakersspeak drsire commenced for thetb
few ideas they sliddid have are
when such elders take a new compan-
ion he drops ioto the same error and
it destroys part of his usefulness

some elders are too retiring and
bashful othersother too aggressive the

latapt fault tois far the worst for a person
naturally cultivates boldnessbold but it lais
a barnbard matter to restrain the desire to
display what we know and some-
times what we dont know andaad en
deavor to oramcram the gospelgoepel down the
people when they are soBO full of preju-
dice and sectarianism that oneolle
could nAt gotget a mustard seed down
them I1 often think of the words of the
saviorcavior to iliahis apostles be ye there-
fore wise asan serpentspento and harmless as
doves ls mat 10101616 1I have found
in my experience the more diplomatic
a person can be the better success one
will have stroke the oatcat towards the
switch end and we are not so apt to
ruffle the lurfur itif we cancantit make a con
vert make a friend

the southern states mission under
the efficient labors of the kimball
brothers11 Isin last reaching a high stand-
ard of perfection the house to house
canvass isin a great improvement on the
old haphazard wyle it19 brings atie
elders in touch with all the people and
we are huot so apt to shun the cities andadd
big houses when the time arrives
that they will have conference twice a
year this mission will have reached a
high state of perfection there are
now elders coming into the field every
now and theothen and the instructions
given at the conferences hasbaa greater
weight with the elders than to get it
second handed from their companionicompanionc

I1 have found the southern people t
be exceptionally kind and
aadad there are hundreds of them
that would embrace the gospel ilif
it were not for tasir ministers but a
areat many of mem are Igiaignorantorant atab
regards to book education and they
depend upon their ministers to instruct
them in the scriptures and they use
every means possible to keep them
ignorant for selfish purposes and orcir-
culate all manner of0 falsehoods and
libelous literature among them to brejpreju-
dice

u
them against usup but to judge by

appearances and the signs f the times
the will beci me too poor to pay
abe minister and then the
willIII cease and the people will hunt the
truerue gospel god speed the day

we have closed out hancock county
and mycay address will be HophopkinsvilleHopkioBvillekinsville
christianIb ristian county ky the DESERET
NEWS comes to theho elders as a com-
forting fiield for it gives us the news
of our far away home besides a great
deal of valuable instruction may it
ever prosper asan it deserves

CHAS E WALTON

SEVIER STAKE conference
our quarterly conference jjuit closed

hasbaa been one tfif tibethe mostmoat interesting
ever held in tuistain stake there were
present president josephjoaeph VF smith
and of the apostles elder john henry
smith besides the stakeintake presidency
high council patriarchs bishops anu
a laruelarge ot it was
found our present place of meeting weewar
tootuo smallamt antiand arrangearrangementsmente had to be
made for an overflow meeting at wethe
social hall in the afternoon

president smith addressedadd the
saints on the benefitsbene fita of charety and
exemplary conduct respecting each

othersobbers rights in all things to over
look our brethrenbreth rensa failings and follow
the pattern and teachings of our
savior while on earth that we
might become prepared to enjoy hlahis
presence at a future time he
also referred to the word of wisdom
and the excellent report made bypresident Beegi regarding the
observance of that law by those acting
in the priesthoodhoud in this stake thatonly a very few at this time were
violating that commandment he
advised temperance in laboring as well
as eating and drinking and that
children should help their parents as
well as parents helping their children
and that love and due respect would

greatlybeatly aid in equalizing our respect
iveiva burdens in life

the overflow meeting filled the
social rallhall in the afternoon and wallwae
adartaddressedsped by elder J if smith of the
apostles as chief speaker especially
upon the innate nature of humanity to
revere some superior power and that
we asan a people need notdot be misled into
worshiping an improper subject for
the true light of the gospel was within
our reach and all were exhorted to get
that true knowledge and always be
willing to our
and our creator of heaven antiand earth in
all thingsthing

in the afternoon elder J W crosby
spokepoke for a time on our accountability
to god and each other in the after-
noon also at the main meeting place
president joseph PF smith delivered
a soul stirring discourse showing the
far effectseffect of the fall of our
first thenthan the blessigblea of theatoning blood otof our savior and the
deep obligations thatbat we are under meashis proprotestedleaved followers to livejive humblebumble
and upright lives never letting go of
thebe rod of iron so that we may avoid

the terrible consequences of the second
death

at p mw a meeting especially
called lorfor young people was held ancana
much goob instruction given

monday the Preelpresidentdent joseph
F smith having returned northward
theibe first subject of conference waspresenting the stake depoi t statistical
showing a total of souls containcontainedin 1065 families tae general ang
stake authorities were next presented
aud unanimously sustained

rev mr meteormeteer of the presbyterian
church made a few remarks followed
by elder hyrum S harris graphically
showingbowing the trials and sufferings ofthe primitive chuick and its progress
ivaalve adulterationadolteralton and final absorption
by the church of romeborne elder john
henry smith then spoke of the noblereformers martiacarlla luttier and others
who manifested the greatest courage
and faithful adherence to principle lainsuccessfully com batting the wicked
practices of the licentious roman
church he RISOalso highly eulogized tilethe
efforts and integrity of the young man
joseph smith in establishing the mostperfect attain of theology ever
beltedled since the saviorssavior and boreabore apowerpowerfullul testimony to the work of god
as now organized for the benefit of
the children of men

in the afternoon president swaseeg
miller introduced the stake tabernacle
subject and several home industrial
matters hisbis counselors W H darkand josjoe S hornehome also made Inainstruc-
tive

truc
remarks on several subjects


