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CORRESPONDENCE.

Wyitien for ihs Foper
A GOOD REPORT

OwENSRORO, Davis Co.,, Kentucky,
Feh, 16, 1895,

Ae it is very Interesting to me as
well a» encoursging to read the correse-
pongence of the Elders from their dif-
terent fields of labor, I thought I would
add my mite.

I left ibe atate of Mieslesippl, my for.
mer Held of labor, April 6th, 1894;
arrived at Madisonville, Hopkios Co,,
Ky., the 6th, and was arsigned to labor
with Elder C. W. Houiz in Hancock
County, Ky. Binceleaving the North
Alubama cunference I have traveled
488 miles on the cars, 1985 miles on
f.ot, held 58 meetivgs, wvigited 1401
families, distributed 1201 iracts, bap-
tized and belped to bajtize 24 persens,
blessed and bhelped to bless 10 cbildren,
and ordained cone Priest; written six
uttioles treating on the Gospel and bad
them publisued in the local papers.
On the 2nd of August [ bap-
tized in the beantiful Onio
river ah old gentleman aged seventy-
five years and bie wife, bixty-six. Tbe
ola gentieman bad never belonged t.
any church; said be bad been a Mor-
mon sl bia Jife and didn’t know i, He
enjoys a goodly portion of the Bpirit of
the Lord, and it makes him very
bappy, and be euys be would nol re-
tarn again into darkness for all the
world contains of perishanle matter.

I bave witnessed some marvelous
bealings and answers to prayers while
in the mieslopary flield. My health as
a gemera] Lhing has been pretly good,
and I bave enjoyed my labors. I bave
labured barmonious)y with nlne com-
panione.

Pethaps a few items of my experi-
enc¢e would be beneflclal o soine of
my fellaw Jaborers that are in the fHeid
or who expect to go there ix the near
future, A mlssionary experience ls
invaluable to a man., It tewnds to
broaden his viewe, teacbes Lim hu-
mility and relianee upon the Lord,sanu
lust but not least, a love for bis teliow.
man. J bhad been rajsed undver the
droppinges of the sauctuary and
thought I underatood Mormonism pretty
well, but I bad not been io tbe mie.
alonary Beld a month before I discov-
ered that I Knew but very little. There
are four principles that jorm the basis
of a missionary’s success, namely:
Qbedience to cuunee!, bumility, strict
observance of prayer and eystem. I
Is astonlehing bow few there are en-
dewed with the Jast nAmed prineiple.
I know Elders that have beeu 1D the
fleld for nearly two years, and they
cannot take g subject and treat upent
intelligertly and make it plaln anu
comprebensive Lo their hearers; tbheir
otber endowmenta are ail that could he
ressonably asked for, bul they ramble
rll over the Beriptores, and woen they
get Ltbrough the audieuce kEpow &s
iittle xbout the Gospel as they did be-
fore the speakers pcommenced, for the
faw jdess they did have are confused,
When such Elders take s Dew compane
fon be drops into thesame error, and
it deatroys part of his uselulness,

Bome Elders ate too retirlog and
bashinl, others tvo aggressive, The

lagt fault is far the wotst, for a person
naturally cultivates boldnees, hut it ie
a bard matter to restrain the desire to
display whbat we know, (And some-
times what we don’t know) asd en-
deavor to cram the Goepel down the
people when they are so full of prefu-
dice and esectarianism that oue
couldn’t get a mustard seed down
them. [ often think of the wordsof the
Bavior to His Apostles: ‘*Be ye there-
fore wise msgerpeunts, and barmless as
voves.” [Mat.10.16.) I have founu
in my experlence the more diplomatic
& persob can be the betler succees one
will have—atroke the cat towards tbe
awiteh end, and we are nol so apt Lo
roffle the tur; If we cao’t make & coa-
Yerli make s [riend,

The Bputhern States minrsion under
the efficlent Iabore of the Kimball
Hrothers is 1aet reaching = bigh stany-
ard of perfectivn. The house lo buuse
cADVaBB ip A greal improvement on the
cld hapbazard siyle—it hrings the
Eiders in touch with all the people and
we are vot so apt to ehun the citles and
big bouses, When the lime arrives
ihat they will have conference twice a

year, this mismon wlll bave reached a |

bigh state ol perfection. 'There are
new Elders coming into the fleld every
uwow aGd then, and the instructions
given at the conferences has grealer
weight with the Eldera tban to get it
sepond hanved from their companions,

I uave found the southern people t.
be excepiiooally kind aud bostitabie,
sad there are bundreds of them
that would emhrace the Gospel i
it were not for toeir ministers; but
ureat many of Lthem are igaorant as
regards to book educatlon, snd they
depend upen their miniaters to instruet
them in the Beriptures and they uac
every mesns poesivle Lo keep them
ignorant for eelfish purposes, and elr-
culate ali manner oi faleeboods and
libelous literature among them topreju-
dice them againet ue. Bul to judge by
appearances and the signe of the times,
the peogle will bect me loo puor to pay
the minister and then the presching
will cease and the pevple will hunt the
true Quepel. God speed the day,

We have closed cut Hanecock county,
and my audress wiil be Hopkinaville,
Choristien county, Ky. The DESERET
NEwS comes to the Eiders an 8 ¢om-
forting friend, for it gives us the pews
ofvor fur away boine, besides a greal
dealof valuabje insiruction. May it
ever prosper as jt deservea,

CHaa, E. WaALTON.

SEVIER STAKE CONFERENCE.

Our quarterly contereuce just closed
bhas been one of the most interesting
ever beld in this take. 'There were
ptesent President Joseph K. Smitb,
wnJ of the A pustles Elder Jobhn Henry
Smith, beejdes tbe Stake presiveacy,
High Council, Patriarchs, Bishope anu
& large ponxregalion ot Balots, It was
found our present place of meeting wae
tvoemnll and arrangements had to he
made for an overfiow meeotlng at the
socla] ball iu the afternoon.

Preslvent Smith  addreeeed the
Saints on the benefits uf charity anu
txemplary conduct respecting each

other’s rights in all things, to over.
look our hrethren’s fallings and follow
the pattern and teachings of gup
davior while on earth, that wg
mjght become prepared to enjoy Hie
presence al a fulure time. He
also referred to the “ord of Wisdom
and the excelient report made hy
President Besgmiller regarding the
observance of Lbat law by those aoting
tn the Priesthoud in this Stake, that
only n very f[ew ut thie time were
violating that commandment. He
agdvised temperance in laboring as wei]
a8 eating and drinking 8nd thag
cbildren sbould help their parents, as
well aa paretits helping their cbildren
and tbat love and due respect woulg
«reatly aid in equalizing our respept.
ive hurdena in life,

The overflow meeting filled the
Bocial Hlall in the afterncon and wag
aduressed hy Eider J. H. SBmith of the
Apostles ss cbiel speaker, especially
upon the innate nature of bumanity tg

.revere some superior power, and thag
'we a8 a people need not be misied intg
'worabiping an

improper suhject, fop
thetrue ligbt of the Guepel waes withip

four reach, and all were exhorted to get

that true knowledge and Blways pe
willing to sckuowleuge our Redeemep
any our Creator of beaven anu earth {p
al]l things.

In the afterncon Elder J. W. Crosby
spoke for a lime on our aocouatahlljty
to God and each other, In the afier.
noon nlso at the main meeuing place
President Joseph F. Bmith dell\'erm‘l
a soul-stirring diecourse showing the
far-reacuing eflects of the fall of oqp
frat purent:, then the blessing of the
aloning blood of our Bavior and the
deep obligations that we are under aa
Hz prolessed followers, to 1ive bumh)g
and upright lives, never letling go of
tbe rod of irun, so that we may avolg
the terrible consequences of the secongd
death.

At 7:30 p. m. » mecting especially
oailey for ynung people was held apg
much good instruction given.

Mooday the 18th— President Joseph
F. Smith having returned northwarq
the firet subject of couference wan
preseniing the Siake repoi t (statistipg)
showing & totalol 6,319 souls, cuntsineg
in 1,065 familiee. Tne General apg
Biake aulboritles were next presentag
sud Bnunimously susiuined,

Rev. Mr. Meteer of the Presbyteriap
church madve a lew remarks, followeq
by Elder Hyrum 8. Harris grapbieally
ehowing the trisls aud suflerings of
the primitive Churen and 118 progree.
sive adulieration and final “bBUl'ptInn
by the chuteb of Rome. Elder Johy
Henry Bmith then epoke of Lbhe yoble
reformers, Martin Lutner and others
wbo manifested the greateat cOurage'
any faitbful adberence 1o principte 1n
succerafully combatting the wipked
practices of the licentlous Roman
cburcu. He also bighly vulogized the
offorts and integrity of the young man
Josepd Smith 1o establishing the mgst
perfect pyrtem of theclogy ever pre-
s¢pted since the Buvior, and bore s
poweriul testimony to the work of (Fod
48 now organized jor the benefiy of
tbhe children of men,

In tbe afternoon Prepident Beeg-
miiler Introduced Lbe Blake Tabernacte
subject, and several home induatrial
watiers; his counselors, W. H. Clark
snd Joe. 8. Horne, slso made 1nstrue.
live remarks on geversl subjepts,



