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The people were called to order in
the lower main room of the temple
bybv president brigham young

singing by st george choir
prayer by president john W

young
president D H wells the first

speaker occupied fifty minutes
he spoke of the evidences of the
truth of thethem gospel of the last days
in the union of the latter day
saints and of the fulfilment of the
prophecies contained in the bible
as to the building up of the king-
dom ofbf god in this day exhorted
the people to increased efforts at
attainiugaluga more perfect unionnuion and
showed that all the tendencies of
the gospel as enjoyed by the lat
erday saints were toward saving

and lifting up those who yielded
obedienceobed lence to its principles

elder george Q cannon next oc-
cupied the stand he expressed
hisbis thankfulness for the privilege
of meeting in a holy temple dedi-
cated to god in which to worship
his holy name and compared the
gospel as taught in the bible
book ofMormormonrilon and doctrine Mandaud
covenants showing theirheinI1 complete
similarity with the faith and prac-
tice of the latter day saints

president B young made a few
explanations in regard to the order
of thedhe priesthood congratulated
the congregation on their enjoy-
ment of a holy temple in which to
worship and attend to saving or-
dinancesdinances for the living and the
dead a privilege enjoyed by no
other people that we havebave any ac-
count of since the days of enoenochch

benediction by elder lorenzo
isnowsbowhow

dismissed unil 2 p m

2pa
meeting was called to order by

elderEldeelmerjohnrJohnjohn taylor
singing by blaSLAst george and

choirs combined
prayer by eldereider erastus snow
elder john taylor addressed the

meeting he felt that we were
treading on holy ground thiswhis was
as itlt were the commencement of an
epoch that reached far back we
cameicamelcame together to reflect on the eter-
nities that were and that were to10
come and our connection therewith
this waswas a subject in which we and
also all those who had held the
same priesthood before us were in-
terestedte god had conferred on us
the priesthood and taught us to offi-
ciate therein for the living and the
dead the children of israel had a
tabernacle lain the wilderness and
thothe temple in jerusalem but we
were living in a time that embraced
all dispensation that had existed
among

imen the temple at jeru-
salem was officiated in principally
by the priesthood enoch
had the 6 priesthood
and wewd had every reason to believe
he built temples in zion and that
dispensationdispensation had to gather the
ppeoplepieale from the nations of the earth
as we had to do in this dispensation
wowe hadbad a zion to build up and
hundreds and thousands of temples
when the zion of enoch was pre-
paredareaned to descend our zion wouldgbe ppreparedepared to ascend the dispen-
sation we occupied was called the
dispensation of the falness of times
when god would gather all things
into one we should reflect upon
these things more than wowe did all
ancient patriarchs prophets and
men of god as well aaas ourselves
were interested in this dispensation
in which we lived the solemnsolemnityity
of eternities should rest upon us
as all who had gone before us were
watching to see that the work of
god went forward in promulgating
the gospel to the living and officiat-
ing for the dead until all should
acknowledge the rule of god adam
had a dispensation noah stood at
the headofaofadispensation abrahamabrahaPnext had a dispensation he desir-
ed to be a father of nations
and a king a prince of peace and
cary out the designs of jehovah
Melchizedecdee ordained abraham to
the priesthood as behe had a right to
itlt therheV arim and was
given to him and the promises
mentioned in the bible jesus re-
stored the gospel and the mel
chizedioedle priesthood moses and
ellaselias ministered to him onan the
mount and he was transfiguredtransfigured
many plain and valuable truths
had been taken away from the
niblebible gross darkness had been

over the earth and no man was
able to saybay Thus saith the lord
revelation waswas necessary to estab-
lish the gospel again on the earth
this revelation was given iain ac-
cordancecordance with gods promise to
abraham the keysbeys of theI1 he aaronie
and the Melchimeichizedic priest hoods
were revealed to joseph smith by
the ministrations of those who had
held the keys of the priesthoods in
former dispensations and who also
gave to him the keys of the former
dispensations and hence the work
we were now engaged in was
a gathering dispensation and all
who yielded obedience to the gos-
pel received the spirit of gathering
he prayed that the spirit of life
light and intelligence might be on
the people from henceforth

president john W young baidsaid
we did not fully appreciatethe day
iniii which we lived the dispensation
of of times if thisthia was
the zion of god on the earth was it
not worth our lives on the earth
to help build it up and perform
every labor and duty required to
attain this end we were the best
people on the face of the earth that
we knew of but we were not as
good as we should be theory was
past the days of practice hadbad come
and wewes must learn to live our
religion the eiderselders should
wake uupV and shake ofoffT drowsy
and slothful feelings this was an
important occasion and let us
make it a turning point in our
lives that we might more faithful-
ly perform every duty required of
us and establish zion the build-
ing of this city was a great miracle
the deserts south of us would bobe
settled up the waters were in-
creasing and bursting forth in the
desert that the thirstthirstyyearthearth might
beDO made fruitful he exhorted all
to cultivate the spirit of god and
do all required of them in going on
missions and performing every
duty

president brigham young ad-
dressed the meetmeetinginwoningonC on union and
improvement

after singing dismissedused until11 to-
morrow at 10 ama m

benediction by patriarch john
smith

i

about fifteen hundred people
were inlu afattendance
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meeting opened at 10 am
singing by the ist george choir
prayer by elderelder orson piatt
singing by parowancarowan choir
eldereider florenio snow hoke on the

subject efof union odtheof the saints in
their financial affairs and the neces-
sity of this union to the latter day
saints that they might obtain
power before god by carrying out
the order revealed to joseph amithsmith
and presented to the saints of
nilsAlismissouri he spoke on the benefits
and blessings of having a temple
and expressed a hope that this tem-
ple would never be polluted by
strife and dividivisionslon among those
officiating therein he exhorted
the presiding officers in the various
wards and settlements to be fathers
to the people over whom they pre-
sided to throw away selfishness
and avarice in all their business
among the people loving those
over whom they presided as they
loved themselves or their own
families and thus confidence and
union would be established among
the people and their leaders
elder orson hyde said he could not

find language to express his emo-
tions on entering this holy temple
he desired to serve the lordllord and
all he had was on hand for the ser
vice of god

elder george Q cannon spoke a
few minutes on the education of
our youth in the principles of the
gospel in our seschoolkoolssandand recom-
mended thetho bible book of mor-
mon and doctrine and covenants
as text books

singing by the carowanparowan choir
dismissed by elderjeider wilfordVV ilfordliford

woodruff

SECOND DAY aeterAFTERAFTERNOONanoon
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elder Orson Pratt occupied the
whole of the afternoon one hour
and forty five minutes delivering a
most thorough and able discourse
in which he traced thothe work of
oneness in temporal and spiritual
things from the day of adam to
the present giving data from the
new translation of the bible by the
prophet joseph and from modern
revelations sermons more appro-
priate tothourdoundour presentresent condition de-
livered with greater power we

never listened to order decorum
and the spirit ofdf god prevailed
throughout the congregation

elder john D T mcallister was
this afternoon unanimously elected
president of this stake of ZioZionnandund
thomas J jonesjonea and henry ey-
ring as counsellorscoun changes too
were made in the presidency and
counsellorshipcounsellorship of the priest teachtench
ers and deacons quorquorumsqu tims electing
experienced men to those several
positions meeting adjourned

GENERALJ conference
AT STSTGEORGEGEORGE

FIRST DAY 11MORNINGORNING

ST GEORGE april 6
pursuant to adjournment made

at the last semiannualsemi annual correr
ence the general conference of
the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints met luin the temple
in st george there were present
in the priesthood
stand president brigham young
and his counsellor presidents
john W young and daniel H
wells of the first presidency
elders john taylor wilford
woodruff orson hyde orson
pratt charles C rich lorenzo
snow erastus snow franklin D
richards geo Q cannon brig-
ham young jr and jos F
smith of the quorum of the
twelve john smith patriarch
and local authorities of the stake
bearing the priesthood
in the other stand immediately

iopposite chis set apaapartrt for the
presidents of the several quorums
of the lesser or priesthood
satbat in the top row bishap
edward hunter and some visiting
bishops whom he had invited to be
seated there the other three rows
were occupied by the presidents of
the several quorums of the lesser
priesthood of the stake of zion

president B young gave out the
first I1hymnlymn which was sung by the
parowancarowan choir

the prayer dedicating the tem-
ple iand opening the general con-
ference was offered by prestpreat DDHH
wells

the beaver choir sang highnigh on
the mountain top a banner iais un-
furled

elder george Q cannon read
from the book of nephi pages
and also the first verseverse of
the revelation given april
1834 page Book of doctrine and
covenants new edition he re-
viewed the subject of union in tem-
poral affairs briefly alluding to the
social unions which hadbad been at-
tempted in france and in different
parts of the united states the
combination or union enjoined up-
on the latter day saints was of a
much more binding nature it
formed part of the lawjaw of god de-
livered to them and was an essen-
tial to full salvation in gods king-
domom god had entrusted to us the
mission to establish right forms
ardami the correct practice of every
institution which would enable us
to live right physically and spirit-
ually socially morally and polit-
ically here and hereafter if we
as latter day saints did eurour duty
we would cast behind us the un-
sound and darkening traditions
of our forefathers we had
commenced the establishment
of a reform in the marriage relation
in obeying the divine command
we had been greatly blessed we
were called to effect a reform inin ouroui
financial or business relations and
our efforts in tills direction would
be crowned with blessings and
our power our

and our neighbors would in-
creasecrease for good iinn the land his
concluding remark was 1I beaibear
testimony to you my brethren anc
sisters this day in godagods
Temple that the almighty requires
us to enter into this united order
and that we cannot progress much
farther without this union

president brigham young en-
larged upon some of the views ad
vadancedced by elder cannon

the combined choir th
anthem and it shall come t
pass in thetho last days

the meeting was adjourned
2 p in

elder john D T mcallister ofoff
fereti the closing prayer

A9 2 pm
the beaver choir sang letle

those who would be saints indeed
prayer was cded by elderjelde

john taylor
the parowancarowan choir sang theth

lord will comfort zion
elder joseph F smith sspoke0 0

the privilege of entering into a
temple to worship the god of is-
rael and adverted in an earnest
manner to the necessity of the
saintssainte having their hearts prepared
to serve the almighty wewo were
called to serveservo god with all our
might mind and strength the
saints must expect to receive op-
position and persecution just in
proportion to their faithfulness in
living the religion of heaven there
was a warfare between christ and
eella and this would continue
till righteousness covered the earth
god would triumph all the pow-
ers of earth anand keilhellhellheli combined
could not hinder this he exhort-
ed the people to be strong inirr the
lord the purposes of heaven would
be wrought out this work in which
we werevere engaged would never
cease till it fully accomplished that
whereunto it was sent As indi-
viduals we might turn aside from
duty and apostatize yet this king-
dom would never be given to an-
other people but would stand for-
ever as was decreed from ane begin-
ning he set forth the low estate
of that man who did not seek to
walk in the counsels of the al-
mighty god hadbad prospered and
blessed us in these mountains we
had brought our thousands of the
poorest of the poor from the nations
of the earth the united order
would be easily established when
we were willing to recognize the
truth that we did not own what we
possessed but that itetwaswas the lordsnords
we were not prepared for babylon
to fall for we had not done our
duty 1in preparing ourselves to be
helfbelf sustaining god had given
wisdom and inspirationin p1ration to
ers to direct ouiour eeffortsfrortiorth and labors
but we hadbad nt been sufficiently
diligent in obeyingg the counsels
given us he conalconcludededed bylay exhort-
ing to increased diligence in obey-
ing the requirements of our holy
religion

kresFrespresidentdent john ayoung said we
hilhllablhadhad much to learn pertapertaininginin 9 to
this latter day work we were the
most united people that we knew
of on this earth but we were not
united as we should be for we par-
took too much of the business ways
of the world too much ofor that way
in which the wicked walked who
preyed upon each other and built
themselves up at the expense of
their fellows it did seehseem that we
should stop and consider our ways
and combine our efforts
the insinspirationgi ration the power of god
undand the living oracle plesent to
direct us toT those who held this
power we must more willingly lis-
ten and more readily obey he
concluded by saying I1 vlyllymy testi-
monymon v to you my brethren and sis-
ters is that god calls usas to change
our manner of business and prepare
ourselves to live more agreagreeablyebly to
the will of heaven

prest B youngyounk said he desired
to preach in terms not iorglorglongiong but
loud in allnil our dealdeai we shouldouid do
unto others as we would have
others to do by us

the parowancarowanPa rowan choir sang oh
the lord all ye nations

praisepraise himhirn all ye people
meeting adjourned tilltili loalOamm to-

morrow
benediction by elder lorenzo

snow

SECOND dayBAYbly loio10 AM

ST GEOSGE april 7 1877

the st george combined choir
sang all hailhall the glorious day by
prophets long foretold

prayer by elder thomas J
jones

the beaverbeaven choir sang anrii an
them oh come letjet us bingsing unto
the lord

elder charles C rich spoke on
the subject of our present duty as
the covenant children of god oneono
of the imperative labors placed on
us was to so combine our temporal
interests that we might be delfausselfseif sus-
tainingta we professed tato be saints
of the most high god if we jived
11upp to this profession we should be
always ready to receive the
directing word of the al-
mighty and govern ourlour lives by
it notwithstanding the expert

i ence some of us had had for so
many were not aaas forward
in the path of obedience asus we
ought tobeto be the the world
who knewlinew not god was to accu-
mulate great wealth in the hands
of a comparatively few and allow

t many to languish in extreme pov
erty was not the way

r the will of the fathereather of all
required those who would be obe

B adient to10 his will to have
so organized that none should

f poor we were called to build

thehe kingdom gff god on ane earth by
practisingiraeirac the principlesprinciples of

ausnessUSBessinin alallailI1 ththingsI1 if we reviewed
ofirnr experience we should find that
most of our difficulties with each
other arose from selfishness when
we took a course to show that we
did love our neighbor as ourselves
perfect agreement would be very
much promoted if we were ques-
tionedhoned we found the general feel-
ingng was that we desired to be sub
ejectact to the will of heaven in all
things now we were called totol
manifest this desire more com-
pletely in our lives we must
take a course to be found wise
virgins at the time of the lordslorda
coming

elder wilford woodruff realized
his dependence upon the spirit ofor
god to speak to tiiethe edification ofor
ohpthe people heire spoke of the divine
mission which had been laid upon
joseph smith to whom had been
given the keys of the and
of the Melchizedecdee priest hoods bbyy
memeansansofof which ordinances were
administered according to the law
of god for the salvation of the
living and of the dead it was a
fact that brigham young had been
raised up and endowed by al-
mighty god with power to lead ththe
people in the ways of life eternal
and to organize the covenant peo-
ple of god in all things it wwasa a
fact that god had raised up elders
and helps in government to carry

this great latter day work let
us go to with aallaliI1 our might to work
out our own salvation and to re-
deem the generations of the dead
it was our duty to hearken to the
counsels ol01 the servants of godana
to netact upon the instructions given
tto0 us relative to the united
order we had been protected by
the power of the most high had
this not been so the prophets and
apostles of the lord jesus christ
would be just asna completely des-
troyed from the earearthbarthinthinin this gen-
eration as they were anciently
rhetherho purposes of the almighty
would come to pass judgments
would hebe popouredared ouioutoud uponupon all na-
tions we have nik been as faith-
ful nor as prompt as we should
have been but where we had here-
tofore been slack in the perform-
ance of duty we should improve
he concluded by very earnestly
appealing to the latter day saints
to be diligent in attending to the
necessary temple ordinances for
and in behalf of the dead

elder george Q cannon read the
following list of missionaries

to europe alexander PV mc-
donald alexnder F mcdonaldjr david milne all of st george
john steel toquerville mahona
steele Pangwitch daniel D mc-
arthur william H branch jr
both of st george Gebgeu Kirkham
lehi edwedwinI1 n D wooley jr eras-
tus W mcintire both of st george
thos lockyer jos E cowley
both of logan aaron mcdonaldst george anklinFi S richards
ogden warren B smith ameri-
can fork R cleghornCleghornborn aureliasAu rellas
iiiminernernen both of baitsalt lakeinke city
edward partridge fillmore

lo10 arizona nellsneils joseph
richfieldrich field henry job smith

salt lake city philip de la mere
tooelethoele city A H patterson le-
man curtis and sons wmwin ballard
murlin plumb john plumb par-
ley sabinssabine libeus T coons george
patten jr george HillkillionionioD daniel
thomas william hall and john
symssyma all of payson and pond
town

so the untied statesstales john algeraiger
st george page of washing-
ton joseph nobles springvilleSpringvillejohn D 1 4pearceearce st george

The conference by uplifted handhandt
wwithout dissent voted to sustain
the appointment of thothe foreforegoinggoing
to0o their respective fields af labor

elder geogoo Qav cannon spoke of
the blessings of peace anidarid prosper-
ity

per
which were being enjoyed by

the saints he spoke of the in-
crease of poverty and wretchednesswretchednerinesi
in new york Washwashingtoninkton and
other eastern cities and feitfelt togiato give
thanks to god for his gaogoodness to
his people but when hebe consid-
ered the antagonisman between christ
andaud he quentioquestionedned in nibi
mind would peace and immunity
fram persecution be continued to
iheithis people our trust was awaddand
mustt be in god behe waswas buibulour do-mus
fender ifit our lives were orderedbordere
in faithiefaithfalth we should continue to beboo

preserved
president B young addressed theth

conferencesconference to the effect that thetho
purer the latter day saints were
the greater would he thathe rage of01

the wicked but the lessliss would bobe
their power to persecute


