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[Special to DESERET NEWS.]
TWO DAYS MEETINGS AT
ST. GEORGE.

e — —

PER DESERET TELEGRAPH LINE.

FIRST DAY.

8T. GEORGE, April 4, 1877.

The people were called to order in
the lower main room of the Temple
by President Brigham Young.

Binging by St. George Choir,

Prayer by President John W.
Young.

President D. H. Wells, the first
speaker, occupied fifty minutes.

e spoke of the evidences of the
truth of the gospel of the last days
in the union of the Latter-day
Saints, and of the fulfiiment of the
prophecies contained in the Bible
as to the building up of the King-
~dem of God in this day; exhorted
the people to increased eflorts at
attaining a more perfect union; and
showed that all the tendencies of
the Gospel, as enjoyed by the Lat-
terday Saints, weré toward saviang
and lifting up those who yielded
obedience to its principles.

Elder George 5 Cannon next oc-
cupied the stand. He expressed
his thankfulness for the privilege
of meeting in a holy temple, dedi-
cated to God, in which to worship
his holy name, and compared the

pel, as taught in the Bible,
E:uk of Mormoa, and Doctrine and
Covenants, showing their complete
similarity, with the faith and prac-
tice of the Latter-day Saints.

President B. Young made a few |
explanations in regard to the order
of the priesthood, congratulated
the congregation on their enjoy-
ment of a holy temple in which to
worship and attend to saving or-
dinances for the living and the
dead, a privilege enjoyed by mno
other people that we bave amy ac-
count of since the days of Enoch.

Benediction by Elder Lorenzo
Bﬂﬁ'- N

Dismissed until 2 p. m,

Meeting was called to order by
Eln(lJ nhﬁﬁ“&' d Kanab
eorge and Kana
choirs ﬂﬁglbined |
Prayer by Elder Erastus Snow.
Elder John Taylor addressed the
meeting. He felt that we were
treading on hely greund. This was
as it were the commencement of an

epoch that reached far back, We

came together to reflect on the eter-

nities that were and that were to
come and our connection therewith.
This was a subject in which we and
also all those who had held the
same priesthood before us were in-

terested. God had conferred on us |

the priesthood and taught us to offi-
ciate therein, for the living and the
dead. The children of Israel had a
tabernacle in the wilderness and
the Temple in Jerusalem, but we
were living in a time that embraced
all diapenaatina:hﬂ had existed
among men. The Temple at Jeru-
salem was officiated in prineipall

| and expressed a ho

by the Aaronic Priesthood. Enoe
h{d the Melchizedec Priesth
and we had every reason to belie
he built temples in Zion, and that
dispensation had to gather the
people from the nations of the earth,
as we had to do in this dispensation.
We had a Zion to build up, an
hundreds and thousands of temples.
When the Zion of Enoch was pre-
Erod to descend, Dt&l' %igndruuld
repared to ascend. e dispen-
ntll:m we occu was called pfha
dispensation of the fulness of times,
when would gather all things
into one. We should reflect upon
th:; ﬂ‘:;uinp more t.lm:fj w; dt:d. AJ&
ancien B:tdrln'eha, phets, an
men of y B8 wallpau curselves,
were interested in this dispensation
in which we lived. The solemrity
of eternities should rest upon us,
as all who had gone before us were
watching to see that the work of
God went forward in promulgatiog
the fnapal to the living snd officiat-
ing for the dead until all should
nowledge therule of God. Adam
had a dispensation. Noah stood at
the head of adispensation. Abraham
next had a dispensation. He desir-

ed to be a father of nations
and a king, a prince of peace, and
cary ﬂﬂt.lill;i esigns of Jehovah.

Melchizedec ordained Abraham to
the priesthood, as he had a right to
it. he Urim and Thummim was
given to him, and the promises
mentioned in ti:a Bible. Jesus re-
stored the Gospel and the Mel-
chizedic priesthood. Moses and
Elias ministered to him on the
mount and he was transfigured.
Many plain and waluable truths
had Dbeen taken away from the

d | among the

Bible. Grp_u darkness had been | livered with greater power, wel

¥

over the earth, and no man was
able to say, ““Thussaith the Lord.”
Revelation was necessary to estab-
lish the gospel again on the earth.
This revelation was given in ac-
cordance with God’s promise to
Abrabam, The keys of the Aaronic
and the Melchizedic priesthoods
were revealed to Joseph Smith by
the ministrations of those who had
held the keys of the priestheods in
former dispensations and who also
gave to him the keys of the former
dispensations, and hence the work
we were now engaged in. This was
a gathering dispensation and all
who yielded obedience to the gos-
Elol received the spirit of gathering.

e prayed that the spirit of life,
light, and intelligence might be on
the people from henceforth.

President John W. Young said
we did not fully appreciate the day
in which we lived, the dispensation
of tne fulness of times. If this was
the Zion of God on the earth, was it
not worth our lives on the earth
to help build it up and perform
every labor and duty required to
attain thisend? We were the best
people on the face of the earth,that
we Enew of. But we were not as
good as we should be. Theory was
past, the days of practice had come
and we,must learn to live our
religion. The elders should
wake up and shake off drowsy
and slothful feelings. This was an
important occasion, and let wus
make it a turning point in our
lives, that we might more faithful-
ly perform every duty uired of
us and establish Zion. The build-
ing of this city was a great miracle,
The deserts south of us would be
settled up. The walers were in-
creasing and bursting forth in the
desert, that the thirsty earth might
be made frmtful. He exhorted all
to cultlvate the Spirit of God, and
do all required of them in going on
missions and performing every
duty.

President Brigham Young ad-

dressed the meeting on unien and | P

imprevement.

After singing, dismissed until to-
morrow at 10 a. m.

Benediction by Patriarch John
Smith.

About fifteen hundred people
were in attendance.

SECOND DAY.

S1. GEORGE, April 5, 1877.

Meeting opened at 10 a.m.
SBinging by the St. George choir.
Prayer by Elder Orson Piatt,
Singing by Parowan choir.
Elder Liorenzo Snow spoke on the
subject of union of the BSaints in
their financial affairs and the neces-
gity of this union to the Latter-day
Sain

ts, that they might obtain |combination or union enjoine

never listened to. Order, decorum,
and the BSpirit of God prevailed
threughout the congregation.
Elder John D. T. McAllister was
this afternoon unanimaual’y elected
president of this Stake of Zion,und
Thomas J. Jones and Henry Ey-
ring as counsellors. Changes too
were made in the presidency and
counsellorship of the priest#’,teach-
ers’,and deacons’ quorums, elec ting
experienced men to those several
positiens. Meeting adjourned.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
AT ST. GEORGE,

FIRST DAY—MORNING.

ST, GEORGE, April 6.

Pursuant to adjournment made
at the last Semi-annual Coufer-
ence, the General Conference of
the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints met in the Temple
in 8t. George. There were present
in the Melchisedec Priesthood
stand, President Brigham Young
and bhis counsellor:, Presidents
John W. Young and Daniel H.
Wells, of the First Presideacy;
Elders John Taylor, Wilford
Woodruff, Orson Hyde, Orson
| Pratt, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo
Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D.
Richards, Geo. Q. Caunnon, Brig-
ham Young, Jr.,, and Jos. F.
Smith, of the quorum ef the
Twelve; John BSmith, patriarch;

and local authorities of the stake|

bearing the Melchizedec priesthood.
In the other stand, immediately
opposite, which is set apart for the
presidents of the several quorums
of the lesser or Aaronic priesthood,
sat in the top row Presiding Bishop
Edward Hunter, and some vigiting
bishops whom he had invited to be
seated there. The other three rows
were occupied by the presidents of
the several quorums of the lesser
riesthood of the Stake of Zion.
President B. Young gave out the
first hymn, which was sung by the
Parowan choir.

The prayer dedicating the Tem-
ple and opening the General Con-
ference, was offered by Prest. D. H.
Wells, 4

The Beaver choir sang,**High on
the mouantain top, a banner is un-
farled.”

Elder George Q. Cannon read
from the Book of Nephi, pages 492
and 494, also the first verse of
the revelation glven April Z3rd,
1834, page 337, Book of Dog¢trine and
Covenants, new edition. He re-
viewed the subjeet of union in tem-
poral affairs, briefly alluding to the
social unions which had been at-
tempted in France and in different
parts of the United States. The

power before God by carrying out [on the Latter-day Saints was of a

the order revealed to Joseph Smith | much more binding
and presented to the BSaints of|fermed

It
part of the law of God de-

nature.

Missouri. He spoke on the benefits | livered to them, and was an essen-
and blessings of having a temple | tial to full salvation in God’s king-

ple would never be
strife and division among th
officiatin

pe that this tem-|dom. God had entrusted to us the
polluted by | mission to establish right forms
ose | g
therein, He exhorted |institution which would enable us
the presiding officers in the various| to live right, pbysically and spirit- | P

the correct practice of every

wards and settlements to be fathers | ually, socially, morally, and polit-
to the people over whom they pre- | jcally, here and hereafter. If we,

sided, to throw awa

y selfishness | as Latter-day Saints, did eur duty,

and avarice in all their business | we would cast behind us the un-

people, leving
over whom they

those [sound and darkening traditions
presided as they |of our

lJoved thewnselves or their ewn | commenced

We
establishment

forefathers.
the

families, and thus confidence and | of a reform in the marriage relation.
union would be established among |1n obeying the divine command,

the peo

Elder
find language to express his emo-
tions on entering this holy Temple.
He desired to serve the Liord and
all he had was on hand for the ser-
viece of God.

Elder George Q. Cannon spoke a
few minutes on the education of
our yeuth in the pringiples of the
gospel in our schools, and recom-
mended the Bible, Book of Mor-
mon, and Doectrine and Covenants
as text books.

Singing by the Parowau choir.

- Dismissed by Elder Wailiford
Woodruff.

SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON,

8T, GEORGE, April 5.

Elder Orson Pratt occupied the
whole of the afternoon, one hour
and forty-five minutes, delivering a
most thorough and able discourse,
in which he traced the work of
oneness in temporal and spiritual
things from the day of Adam te
the present, giving data from the
new translation of the Bible by the
Prophet Joseph and from modern
revelatione. Sermons more appro-
priate to our present condition, de-

le and their leaders.

we had been greatly blessed. We

rson Hyde said he could not | were called to effect a reform in eur

financial or business relations, and
our efforts in this direction would
be crowned with blessings, and
our power with ourselves, our chil-
dren, and our neighbors would in-
grease for good in the land. His
concluding remark was, “I bear
testimony to you, my brethren and
sisters, this day, in God’s bholy
Temple,that the Almizhty requires
us to enter into this United Order,
and that we cannot progress much
farther without this union.”

President Brigham Young en-
larged upon some of the views ad-
vanced by Elder Cannon.

The combined choir sang the
anthem, ‘““And it shall come to
pass in the last days.”

The meeting was adjourned until

2 p. m.
lii)!der John D. T. Me¢Allister of-
fered the clesing prayer.

2 p.m.

The Beaver choir sang, ‘“‘Let
those who would be Saints indeed.”

Prayer was offiered by Elder
John Taylor.

The Parowan choir sang, *‘The
Lord will comfort Zion.”

| be wrought out. This work in which

the privilege of entering into a
temple to worship the God of Ia-T
rael, and adverted in an earnest
manner to the necessity of the
Saints having their bearts prepared
to serve the Almighty. We were
called to serve God with all our
might, mind and strength. The
Saints must expect to receive op-
position and persecution just In
proportion to their faithfulness in
living the religion of heaven. There
was a4 warfare between Christ and
Belial, and this would continue
till righteousness covered the earth.
God would triumph. All the pow-
ers of earth and hell combiued
could not hinder this. He exhort-
ed the people to be strong in the
Lord. The purposes of heaven would

we were engaged would never
cease till it fully aceomplished that
whereunto it was sent. As indi-
viduals we might turn aside from
duty and apostatize, yet this King-
dom would never be given to an-
other people, but would stand for-
ever, as was decreed from the begin-
ning. He set forth the low estate.
of that ‘man who did not seek to
walk in the counsels of the Al-
mighty, God had prospered and

+ﬁilig&nt‘. in obeying

blessed us in these mountains. We
had brought our thousands of the
poorest of the poor from the nations
of the earth, The United Order
would be easily established when
we were willing to recognize the

possessed, but that it was the Lord’s.
We were not prepared for Batylon
to fall, for we had not done our

truth that we did not own what we |

duty io preparing ourselves to be
self-sustaining.

ers to direct our efforts and ‘Jlabors,
but we had net been sufficiently
the counsels
given us. He concluded by exhort-

!iug the requirements of our holy

|  President John W.Young said we

ing to increased diligence in obey-

religion,

all’had much to learn pertaining to!

| this latter-day work. We were the | would come to

most united

themselves up at the expense of
their fellows, It did seem that we

should stop and consider our ways |

and combine our efforts. We had
the inspiration, the power of God,
and the living oracle present to
direct us. Te those who held this
power we must more willingly lis-
ten and more readily obey. He

dup-'

had |

|

concluded by saying, “My testi-
mony to you, my brethren and sis-
ters, is that God calls us to-change
our manner of business and prepare
ourselves to live more agreeably to
the will of heaven.”

Prest. B. Young
to preach in terms not long but
loud. In all our deal, we should do
unto others as we would have
others to do by us.

The Parowan choir sang, ‘‘Oh,
praise the Lord, all ye nations;
raise him, all ye people.””
Meeting adjourned till 10 a.m. to-
mMOorrow.

Benediction by Elder Lorenzo
Snow.

SECOND DAY—10 A.M,

S1. GEORGE, April 7, 1877.

The St. George combined choir
sang, “All hail the glorious day, by
prophets long foretold.”

Prayer by Elder Thomas J.
Jones. .

The Beaver choir sang an an-
them, ‘““Oh come, let us sing unto
the Lord.”

Elder Charles C. Rich spoke on
the subject of our present duty as
the cevenant children of God. One
of the imperative labors placed on
us was to 80 combine our temporal
interests that we might be self sus-
taining. We professed te be Saints
of the Mest High Ged, If we Jived
up to this profession we should be
always ready to receive the
directing word of the = Al-
mighty and govern our lives by
it. Notwithstanding the - experi-
ence some of us had had for so
many years,we were not as forward
in the path of obedience as we
ought to be. The way of the world
who knew not God was to accu-
mulate great wealth in the bhands
of a comparatively few, and allow
many to lJanguish in extreme pov-
erty. Tnis was not the way nor
the will of the Father of all, He
required those who would be obe-
dient o his will to bhave business
80 organized that none should be

said he desiredr

the kingdom gf God on the earth by
practising the principles of righte-
ousnessin all things. If we reviewed
our experience we should find that
most of our difficulties with each
other arose from selflshness. When
we touvk a course to show that we
did love our neighbor as ourselves,
perfect agreement would be very
much promoted. If we were ques-
tioned, we found the general feel-
ing was that we desired to be sub-
ject to the will of Heaven in all
things. Now we were called to
manifest this desire more com-
pletely in our lives. We must
take a course to be found wise
virgins at the time of the Lord’s
coming.

Elder Wilford Woodruff realized
his dependence upon the Spirit of
God to speak to the edification of
the people. He spoke of the divine
mission which had been laid upon
Joseph Smith, to whom had been
given the keys of the Aaronic and
of the Melchizedee priesthoods, by
means ,of which ordinances were
administered according to the law
of God for the salvation of the
living and of the dead. It wasa
fact that Brigham Young had been
raised up and endowed by Al-
mighty God with power to lead the
people in the ways of life eternal
and to organize the covenaat peo-
ple of God in all things. It wasa
fact that God had raised up Elders
and helps in government to carry
on this great Latter-day work. Let
us go to. with all our might, to work
out our ewn salvation, and to re-
deem the ygenerations of the dead;
It was our duty to hearken to the

_ God had given | aounsels of the servants of God,and
wisdom and inspiration to ourlead- | to act upon the instructions given

to us relative to the United
Order. We had been protected by
the power of the Most High. Had
this not been so, the prophets and
apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ
would be just as eompletely des-
troyed from the earth in this gen-
eration as they were anciently,
The purposes of the Almighty
ass. Judgments

people that we knew | would be poumdp out upon all na-
|of on this earth, but we were not | tions. We have n# been as faith-
united as we should be, for we par- |ful nor as prompt as we should
took teo much of the business ways | have been, but where we had here-
| of the world, too much of that way
in which the wicked walked who |ance of duty we should improve.
preyed upon each other and built| He concluded by wvery earnestly

tofore been slack in the perform-

appealing to the Latter-day Saints
to be diligent in altending to the
necessary temple eordinances for
and in behalf of the dead.

Elder George Q. Cannon read the

following list of missionaries—

To FEurope—Alexander F. Me-
Donald, Alexander F. MecDonald,
Jr., David Milne, all of St. George;
John BSteel, Toquerville; Mahona
Steele, Pangwitch; Daniel D. Me-
Arthur, William H. Branch, Jr.,
both of Bt. George; Geo. Kirkham,
Lehi; Edwin D. Wooley, Jr., Eras.
tus W. Mclntire, both of St George;
Thos. Lockyer, Jos. E. Cowley,
both of Logan; Aaron MecDonald,
St. George; Franklin 8. Richards,
Ogden; Warren B. Smith, Ameri-
can Fork; R. Cleghorn, Aurelius
Miner, both of Balt Lake City;
Edward Partridge, Fillmore.

7o Arizona—Neils Joseph Raose-
bury, Richfield] .Henry Job Smith,
Salt Lake City; Philip De La Mere,
Tooele City; A. H. Patterson, Le-
man Curtis and sons, Wm. Ballard,
Murlin Plumb, John Plumb, Par-
ley Sabins, Libeus T. Coons, éaargo
Patten, jr., George Killion, Daniel
Thomas, William Hall and John
Syms, all of Payson and Pond-
town.

Tothe Uniled States—John Alger,
tSt. Ge;rge; h—-—-N E;nlga, oé Washing-
on; Josep obles, Springville;
John D. L. Pearce, St. George.
Thelconference, by uplifted hand,
Elithaut. diaaant,t vurtet‘dh to sustain
e appointment o e foregoing
te their respective fields of labor.
Elder Geo. Q. Cannon spoke of
the blessings of ce and prosper-
ity which were ‘enjoyed by
the Saints. He spoke of the in-
crease of poverty and wretchedness
in New York, Washington, and
other eastern cities, and felt togive
thanks to God for his ness to
his J)eopla. But when he consid-
ered the antagonism between Christ
and Belial, he questioned in his
mind would peace and immunity
from perseeution be continued. to

this ple. Qur trust was
must in God. He was our de
fender. If our lives were .

in faith we should continue to be
preserved,

President B. Young addressed the
conference to the eflect that the
purer the Latter-day Saints were
the greater would be the rnr of
the wicked, but the less would be

Elder Jeseph F, Smith spoke of | poor. We were called to build ' up | their power to persecute.

[



