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second brigade, Colonel Croxton c: mmanding,
and soon forced it back despite its determined
resistance. The two other brigades of the

FULL PARTICULARS OF THE CONFLICTSOF SAT- division at once came to its assistance, and

DAY AND SUNDAY, THE 19TH AND 20TH oF succeeded in checking

BEFTEMBER.

CINCINNATI, September 25.
MASSING OF THE TWO ARMIES.

In the course of the 17th already unmis-
takable signs indicated that the enemy had
discovered the weak points of our position,
and were massing their forces in front of our
left center and \eft, for the manifest purpose
of crushing these parta of our lines or gettin:
between them and Chattanooka. A corres-
pouding movement by th- left flank was then
made by the whole army [further down the
West Chickamauga, so that on Friday morn-
ing our extreme left rested at Gordon’s Mill,
at the crossing of the Chickamauga by the
Lafayette Pike, about twelve miles southwest
of Chattanooga, On 'he morning of the 138th
(¥riday,) a portion of the expected reinforce-
ments, congisting of two brigades of the re-
serve corps, respectively commanded by
Colonels McCook and Mitchell, made their
appearance near Chattanooga, and were im-
meadiately ordered to make a reconnoissance
toward Ringgold, and develop the intentions
of the enemy from that quarter.

They came uponthe advance of Longstreel’s
corps, pushe ! it back for some distance, took
& number of prisoners from it, and fully es-
tablished the anticipated conceniration of the

enomy in froot of vur left. All da{ Friday
the cavalry, covering our front, skirmished

with different bodies of the enemy, issuing
{rom the various gaps of the ' Pigeon Moun-
tains, and advancing upon and again retiring
from our line. No serious colligion, however,
occurred. It was evident the rebel generals
meant to create a false impression #s to the
points of our line against which they proposed
Ao atrike a blow with concentrated power.
But General Rosecrans was not deceived.
The reports from the front all tended o con-
firm his previous impresgion that an onset in
overwhelming nnmbers was contemplated
upon our left flank, and that it bhad to be met
by a still further ahifting line toward Chatta-
nooga.

Accordingly on Friday night the divisions

of Braanan and Baird, formerly commanded
by Generals Rousseau and Reynolds, of
Thomas’s corps, together with John on’s of
MecCook’s corps, moved from the center to the
left of Crittenden’s corps. They were in
their new position at daybreak. The two
other divisions of McCook®s corps, Davis’s
an! Sheridan’s, were to move into the position
abandoned by Thomas’s corps, but had not
time to assume it fully before the commence-
ment of the action on the next moriing. On
the morning of Saturday our line then ap-

peared as follows: On the extreme lefr Bran-

uan, next Baird and Reyrnolds, with Johnson
in reserve in the center, Palmer on the rizht
of Reynolds, and Van Cleve on his left. This
Hne, a8 already stated, was to be completed
by Davis’s and Sheridan’s divisions, faced a
little east of south. The scene of all the
movements on the 17th and 18th was McLa-
more’s Cave, previously described as the
valley formed by the Missionary and Pigeon
mountains. The valley is washed for its
reater part by the West Chickamauga, aud
raversed by two roads, one \rading from
Rossville, and the other from Chattanooga
direct to Lafayette. The two roads run
about two miles apart, and west of the
Chickamauga, where the battle of Saturday
was fought.

The section of the valley bordered by the

{wo roads is almost a
thick woods, which rendered the field un-
favorable for the effective use of artiliery.
The line proper, as given above, reated nearly
at the base of the Missionary Mountains,
rome distance in advance of its right. Gor-
don’s Mills, the point of intersection of the
road from Chattanooga to Lafayette aund the
Chickamauga aforementioned, was still held
on Saturday morning by Wood?’s division of

Crittenden’s corps, supported by Negley's and |

Thomay’s. Their position was a strong one;
but, at an angle with the line proper, ap-

plain, covered with '

the prog ess of the
rebels and driving them back; but their column
being in turn strongly reinforced, they ad-
van-ed again with wild yells. So powerful
was this assault that they pushed Brannan
back to and beyond his position in the line,
and thus uncovered the lefr of Baird’s divi-
sion. Making prompt use of their advantage,
they changed their course to the Jeft, and
speedily enveloped Scribner’s and Kings
brigades-—the latter of regu'ars, They were
almost surrounded. but managed 'o-disen-
tangle themselves after fearful loss.

The crushing rebel masses next came npon
Jolnson’s divigion, and rol'ed it upon Reay-
nold’s, which also Les&me apeedily involy-d
in the desperate struggle. The stubborn re-
sitance of these divisions, however, and the
sweeping fire of some batteries posted under
the personal supérvision of General Rose-
crans, ariested at last their sweeping ad-
vanee

Thea divisions of Brannan and Baird having
been rallied, General Thomas ordered a gen-
eral advance of the right, and soon the tide of
battle was decid-dly turred in our favor.
With cheers our line advanced, halting only
at timeg to shatter the enemy with musketry.
Several times the latter’s retresting live
etopped and vamlv tried to retain their cained
ground, but steadily they were driven from
position to posi'ion, and by 4 o’clock all the
ground lost was nearly recovered. Several
batteries belonging to Genera's Baird?s and
Brannan’s divisiona, whose horsea bhad heen
killed and supports were swept away, were
retaken, and several bhundred prisoners cap-
tured. The enemy left all their dead an/
nearly all thieir. wounded on fthe field. There
were at least 300 of the former. The rebel
troops engaging Thomas belonged to Buck-
ner’s and Longstreet’s e mmands.

At the time the strugzle wag turning in our
favor oun the left, Bragg’s army proper, con-
8 stinz of the corps of Folk and Hill, (formerly
Hardee’s,) moved to & moat determine! and
well-executed attack upon Palmer’s and Van
Cléve’s divisions in the center. Its object
was obviously to relieve the defeated rebel
rizht., Palmer and Van Cleve soon found
themselves overpowered and the:r divisions
breaking. Their comptete rout was immi-
nent, when Davis’s division came to their
support on Van Cleve’s right. The timely
reinforcements at first had the effect of check-
ing the enemy and restoring our line; but the
rebel attack was speedily renewed
greater numbers, and the center acain com-
pelel to yield. Davis was forced to the

with !

they were torn to flinders.

pecially the case with the brigade commanded
y Colonel Buell.

“eritical
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fiercest charac'er., The enemy repeated the
tactics of the previous das by throw ing them-
s~lves first upon our extreme left, form:d by
Geperal Beatty’s brigade of Negley’s divi-
sion I' stood the onset for some time, but’
finally retired. .'

Desiring to unite the two portions of Gen-
eral Negey’s comnand General Rosecrans
ordered General Wood’s division to take the
posi‘ion of 1he two brigades stationed further
to the right - T e rebes perceiving the with-
drawal of Negley, and believing it to be a re-
treat i good earn-st, quickly also moved
upon the center, and the action speedily be-'
came general.  Finding themselves unable to
make an impre wion on Wood, the enemy, at
the lapse ol an bour or 8o, seemed [o' concen-
trate their main strength upon the center, now
again ommanded by Th-mas.

D ring he night our troops bad constructed
along the line barriers ol logs and fence rails,
and thus cemparatively sheltered they kept
a c ntinuo 8 murderous musketry fire upon
th enemy. Our artillery was planted upon
higher ground in the rear, and fired over tbe
m‘antry. Destructive as our fire fiom small
arins and cannon was, it did not stay the ad-
vince of the rebels. Attimesth v staggered,
but only to rally and push again ferward to-
word our line. With frantic vells, Long-
sirert’s ard Hil?s corps both came roliing
steadily on, in co'umns by ba talions, Oaur
center, weak ned to the extent of almost one
third, was not s:rong enough for success in
this unequal contest, . Closer and cloger ap-.|
proached the shouting hostile masses, and at
last forced DBrannan’s division to yield its
position.

Meantime, as General Reynolds was
severel, preg-ed, General Wood was ordered
to march instantly by the left flank, pass
Braunau, and go to his relief. Davis and
Sheridan were toshift over to the left, and thus
close nup the line As the occasion was
urg nt, General Wood drew in higskirmishers
with counsiderable baste, and the rebe s, for
the second time, mistaking a witbdrawal for
a flight, pressed forward likea torrent, and
poured wusketry, canister and grap intothe.
flank of the division, moving upen the double.
quick. The men endeavored for a t me to
keep their files in order, but as the pitiless

slorm of lead and iron continued ‘o b+ hurled

against them, the regiments began to epread
out, line a fan, wider and wider, until finally |

Parker’s nbrigade alone
passed on to its destination eowmparatively
intact, _

The battle now extended upon its most
phase. The breaks, temporarily
cauged by the shiftings of divisions from one

Po'k’s corps, were not only repe'led, but
thrown into such disorder tbat Turchin’s
brigade and other portivnsof the line followed,
and took s veral hundred prisoners. Toward
gunget the enemy wei e driven back to the
poaition t'ey took when filing out of the La-
fayett~ road, and abandoned the coutest.
When Thomas’s division were most sorely
pressed during the- afternoon, and it looked at
one time as though they w u'd again bave to
suceumb to superior numbers they were g ad-
dened and encourage by the advent, on the
right, of Mitehell’s and Whitaker’s brigaues,
of the reserve corps under the command of
Gen. ordon Granger himself. With the ac-
cegsion of strength. our ability to m.intain
our pesition was nn lorger doubte!. Svon
after General Granger had reported to Gen-

eral Thomas,his two biigades were sent out

on the road, unier command of General
Steadman, to retak» aa ammunition t:ainthat
had fallen into the bandaof the éne y. They
came upon a large rebe! foree, apd afier a
g2vere ~onllict, drove them away.

While General Thomas was making his
gatlant fizht, Sheridan. and Davis bad man-
aged, after beivg much cut up, to work the r
way to ti e Rossville road with th-remnanta
of their divisions, and fallen back in the di-
rection of Chattapooga.' At night General
Thomaa fel bacn to Rossviile, tour niles
from Chattanooga, alfter bringing aweay all
the wounded; transportation, and other mate-
riala within reach, :

While the struggle of Saturday snded in a
ar«wn battle, that eof Sunday resu'tedin a
disastrous defeat. The failure of the first
day was part'y due to the greater numerical
strength o' the encmg, and partly to'the d:fi-
cient formation of rur lin« of pattle, Thatof
the second is jnstly ascribed to improper
tactics on the battie field, and above all to
the absence of command, The ijspiring ex-
ample get and influence exercised by the com-
mander-jip-chief at Stone River were wan'ing -
—be baviug been compelled to lease ke fizld
and eturn to Chattanoogza before the action
Was over,

The early d'sapprarance of two corps com-
manders from the field «lse made a drmoral-
izing impregsion. The loyal peoplé certainly
have cause. for self-congratulation that the
Arny of the Camberland was not desiroyed,
and owes profound gratitude to General
Thomas and those under him that sidved it,

L

This was es- | Our losses are great. Tha' in killed, woun‘ed

and missing will probably reach 10000. Of
artillery, we are less scme fify pieces, wostl
lost ¢n Bunday. Of wagons, lo.ded wit
ammunition and supplies, ambulances, etc.,
we have also lost a great nnmber.  'Ihey were
abandoned in the retreat on Sunday.

General Rosecrans and tis Lieutenants

right and Van Cleve to the left, and the point of the line to another, were 80 promp!ly  were "usily ngaged on Monday in stre gthen-

enemy advanced through the opening made in

our line, threatening to take the cenier and enemy, that they

right by their flanks, as they had done on the
left. Atthis critical juncture Sheridan’s divi-
gion appeared, and was at once thrown upon
the e:mm{. [t stood its ground gallantly for
a while, but becoming soon exposed to a de-
structive flank fire, was also compelled to fall
back. - Fortunatel
Wood and Negley, that had been easily with-
drawn from Gordon’s Mills when the rebel
attack on the left threatened to be succeasful,
now came to the rescue. After a brief con-
test, the rebels found themsélves at last
matehed, and commenced giving away in their

turn, Reynolds having also been sent to the  ized, uncontrolladb'e men, fleein

agsistance of the ~enter =
After the repulse of the rebel right, an ad-
vance was ordered, and the original position
regained about sunset |
“About dark the ehemy made another de-
monstratior, with a heavy artillery and

.musketry fire, upon the center, but e'iciting a

lively response they soon abandoned this last
effort of the day. Thus endedthe buttle of

‘the 19:h. It had been a defensive one on our

sared like a dangerous extensi'n o! the
atter, and was proved such by subsequent

events. It'was meant to secure oor right

againgt turning maneuvers, but cflicers of |

good judgment entertained the belief that both
preater compactness from closer contraction
and perfect security of the right mizht bave
been obtained by posting the la‘ter on the
castern abutments of Missionary Ridge. The

brigades of MeCook and Mitchell of the re-|

serve corps were ordered back to Rossville,
ou Friday afternoon, for the
our commnnication with Chattanooga, and
beénce were not Lo participate in the struggle
of Saturday, The night had been frosty, and
the troops not being permitted to kindle
bivouac lires, the discomlort they experienced,
together wilh the fatigue from marching and
wint of sleep, put them in a physical condi-
tion by no means as vigorous as it should have
baen for the severe work before them. For-
tunately the gan rose
cheering rays,

did much tozevi iri
of (ho A1mY. c to:._'euv.e the spirits

|

!

part, and although we lost no ¢round, and the
probably less men and material thanthe ' Brannan’s,

y be cla'med asa ghaken and
No substantial ad- | the log

enemy, its result conld hardl
triumph of Union arms.
vantage bhad been won, and a large portion of
the army was bad
enemy, with bis numerical superiorit., would
be able to ofter again bat Je on t'e following

crans anticipated a renewal of the

and prepared for it
CHANGE OF POSITION.

During the night the dieposition of our

forces was changed The line wa- made to

struggle,

‘rest along a cross-road running riorth-east and

protection of |

THE BATTLE OF SATURADAY.

i

The eatly foremoon passed awiy witlont
forewarning of the approashi ;

Br conflict:
nhurﬂg before 11 o’clock the Iznrr: tbaf bad | this.
been brewing all the mornine on the relrel

side burst forth in the expected direétion.
At that timea long mass of rebet infantr
wWas geen advancing upen ‘Brannan’s division
on the extreme lolt. It Grst came upen tiie

'and Minty covered the right flank.

clear, and, with irg |3TMmies as fair as

Y | of whole volleys announeed the resnm

south-west, and connecting the Rossville and
Lafayette roads. By this disposition our ex-
treme right wae made to re t on Missionary
Ridge, The new line wasa mile shorter
than that of the day before. The different
divisions were disposed inthis order: From

sou’s, Baird’s, Palmer’s, Reynold’s, two bri-
gades ‘of Negley’s, Wood’s, Sheridan’s and
Davis’s, Brannan’s and Van Cleve’s formed
the reserve. The mounted brigades of Wilder

Sunday morning broke upon the bostile
that of the preceeding day.
Confrary to the umiversal expectation en our
cide, the enemy again allowed the early

1 " i ¥ - £
hours, so well guited to offensive ‘mansuvers,

to pass away

: undisturbed by the gounds of
battle.

The adaptation of their plan of

but fattack to our new line doubtless necessitated

: Abuqt“ﬂ o'clock a few gho!s were
heard at various points eof ‘our frent, but it
was only at a little before ten that the report

L1

¥, the divisiens of Generals by the withdrawal of Davis’s, were attacked

y shattered. That the was now th

|

day, coul! well he supposed. General Rose-

ra
| #rem the center, atill at.rag‘gfleJ

(right to leff, one brigade of Negley?’s, John-/

disorder.

exertions of Genera! Rosecrans and his staff,
‘who, with drawn sworde, “ttempted to restore |

. Af er that fatal break, our line of battle
~was not again reformed during the day.
army was, in fact, cut in two, McCook, with e
Davis, Sheridan and Wilder, being thrown off Not wiﬂ;
to the right; Crittenden, except one brigade of | the French army

{

perceived and turned to advantage by the

proved fatal, and cost the

| l-;‘ﬂl 'ﬂf thﬂ*-di}f.‘ D_Ivi.ﬂjﬂ di_-viﬂ'-ﬂﬂ,. Eﬁ[ﬂiﬂg up ‘I
to take Wood’s position on ‘he extreme left,

was taken with great suddenness and fury by
the left flank, aud
Simultaneously the weak remnants
of Van Cleve’sand Palmer’s divisions exposed
with equal vehemence on the right, and foreed
back in great confusion. The rount of the left
and the right was now complete, and even the

Streams of demora!-
g toward the
‘rear, «ere all that remained of a large portion
of the army.

order, were of no avail.

pushed to the right in utter.

I

The

Wood’e, being broken in pieces, and Thomas,
with bis- indomitable corps, and Johnson’s
div sion of McCook?’s, remaining alone urinni
left. Thomas's divisions, Nugley’n,‘

and Baird’s had been fearfully
much scattered by the flight over
works, ard Reynmold’s was the only
retired in tolerable order. Retreat
e only resort left, and the whole
disorganized mass of our tronps fell back
over the road to Rossville. Crowds of strag-.
glers, in mob-like disor/er. made good speed
toward Chattarooga, with the exception of
Sheridan, Davis and Wilder, who, cu* of

as best they
could.

©n the right, the divisions of Baird, Rey-
nolds, Negley and Brannan, and Harker’s
brigade of Wood’s division, alone retained co-

one that

!

hesivaness, and took a position along the base

road debouches from them, for another fizht
The line was formed so that the left rested

& . Coast Defenses.
of Missionary Mountains, where the Rossville !

upon the Lafayette road, and the right at the
gap represented an arc of a circle, and a
southeast hill about its center formed the key
to the position. Between two and three!
o'clock the enemy agpeared on the Lafayetts
road, and, moving by the left flank, soon
formed for another attack. |

At first they directed a heavy fire of mus-
ketry and artillery upon our position, as
though menacing to dispirit its defenders be-

ing their position by field works, and reor-an-
izing their commands. While the army ilself
may ‘be considered safe enough, it is most
certain thut if the enemy have the advantage
of greater numbers, flanking movements will
compel Rosecrans to retreat across the Ten-
nessee, in cage reinforcements should not
promptly reach him.

s il [ e e i

THE FRENCH ARMY.

The French Emperor commands the finest
army in the world. There are other admira-
ble armies, bat ‘in completeness of organiza-
tion, in perfection of details, in resources and
reservea, the army of France surpasses all
others. The exposition of the state of the
Empir- at the beginning of this year, presen-
ted an array of facts and fizures with regard
to the offensive and defensive power of the
Empire, at c¢nce suggestive and interesting,
standing the Mexican movement,
last January wa-« on a
peace footing, and numbered only 421,000
mer, neéarly 28,000 of whom were then in
Mexico. The war footing supposes a force
of from 750,000 to 800,000 men—at the rate
of 2 per cent.'of the entire population.

The government of ‘the army centres in the
Emperor, who confides the management to
the Minister of War, whose cabine , presided
over by a chief, comprises the speeialities of
the Personnel, Cavalry, and Gend’armerie,
Artillery, Engineers, Administration, Milita-
ry Depot and Accountant- General. In addi-
tion, therg is a directory of the Algerine ser-
vice, consulative committees of the General
staff, of the Gend’armerie, of Infantry, of
Cavalry, of Artillery,of Fortifications, a per=
manent Committee of Admiunistration, a San-
itary Counsel, Commission on Army Pay,
Veterinarian Commission and Commission on
The General Staff in war

time includes 11 marshals, 90 generals of di-

vision, 180 generals of brigades, 080 captaina
of the general staff and 781 officers of the io-
cal staffs. The war footing of the military
train is 33,365 men and 12,000 horses. Tha
administration, including heads of depart-
ments, officers of administration, chaplains,
surzeons, veterinary eurgeons, stafl of the
artillery, military train, workmen of con-
struction and of administration, and hospi‘al
attendants, comprises in time# of peace mors.
than 15,000 men, and in war 33,305 men.

The Imperial Guard—a complete corps

ptioa of ||

fors eoming toan assault; but the 10,000 or
12,000 men that confronted them felt that the
fate of the Army of the Cumberland, and, in
a great measure, that of the Union, depended
upon the repulse of the enemy, and when the
rebel lines finally came repeatedly to the
attack, they advanced but to recoil with
severe loss. Our troops were formed in two.
ines upon the crest, a

d’armee and distinet from the army of the
line—includes 8 regiments’and 31 battallions,
192 companies of infantry; 6 regiments, 37
squadrons of cavalry; 2 regiments, 10 battal-
ions and squadrons, 3 companies of artillery:
engineers 1 division, 2 companies; gend’arme-
rie, Poot and horse,’1 regiment, 2 battallions,
1 %ﬂ#dﬂlﬂ, 16 companies.
e

b b Az TP 02 Op¢  the and, firing one after the line comprises 107 regimenta, 345 bat.
E:i ;lrs'hf in‘good earnest. The  firing that other, they kept %‘&*ﬁmkm fusilade with | talions, 2 Tﬁt'cnprmpnnha ufgg ingantr}; 58 regi-
i gun upon (De left at once assumed the {telling effect. The ‘enemy, consisting of | ments, 348 squadrons, 9 companies of caval-




