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forest which lay between newr clear-
ings ami his home. At that time the
tropical forests art as nileut and as mo-tlon- le

as if they were dead. It waa
through such a scene a tula that Mr.
Ji trclay rode 011 hi return home, and il
WA amid such ntillnetu that hla atten-
tion was at once attracted to a large
deeper hanging from a tree In front of
hlui, aud which, amid the deadly still-m-s- a

around, v.'aa swinging quickly.Buch signs iu the forest are never to
disregarded, and Mr. Barclay was too

old a woodsman not to be at once on
t'te alert. After waiting some minutes,
t;ll the oscillation ceased, and being re-
ft hsu red by the quietness or his horse,

hlch would have been the llrst to scent
a jaguar or a puma, he road carefully
towards the tree, and at a little distance
examined it, but for sometime in vain.
Sit last the cause of the disturbance,

ud of the danger also, became appar-
ent oq close insectiou. On a limb of
1 he tree overlooking the path lay a huge
)lack anaconda, piled in great masses
Told over fold, a la ltd wont, with the

nd of Its tail just curled round the limb
11 which Its great bulk rested, and Its

3 1 tad left free and elevated about two
iVet above the rest of its body. Iu this
Hsltion it was quite prepare! for ac-

tion, aud, holding on by its tail, could
nt once drop its great length down with
reistles force on any unhappy animal
reven erson, that might pass below;

ami when ouce secured in its gigantic
ifolds, death was certain, whether to
man or goat, or deer or sheep. Mr.
Barclay, however, was not inclined to
Kve it such a chance as this on his ac-

count, and waited quietly at a little dis-
tance till, by some cautious manoeuv-
ring, he got a full view of the creature's
head against the bright, blue sky. Then
he tired, and with one charge of slugs
o shattered the huge reptile's head that

after writhing for a single moment, it
came in a long heap to the ground.
It was far from dead, however, and
plunged wildly, so that for a time he
durst not approach it, as it lay knock-
ing the leaves and branches about in all
directions. At last it lay still, when he
got a close shot with his second barrel.
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pents. He naver seems to have thought
of the matter unkindly, or to entertain
for a moment an idea that her woman's
nature would not as soon and easily get
over its repugnauce to these reptiles as
he, in his wild, rough life, had easily
been enabled to do. There Is no doubt
but that nothing more than a rough
practical joke entered his mind, aud
this was perhaps the only kind of joke
the point of which he wa capable of
perceiving. His simple ilau of mis-
chief was soon laid. He determined to
take the serpent into the house, and
coil It in the sitting-roo- m in such a
manner as that its wounded parts could
easily be hidden. He dragged it, there-
fore, with some trouble along the ver-auda- h,

and soon managed to coil away
its great folds in such a way that its in-

juries were hidden, and it looked Indeed
as if alive.

When all had leen quietly arranged
by himself, he went out anU called for
a servant to fetch down her mistress,

. whoM Is the custom of the country,
was sleeping out the great hea of-- tne
day In her own room. Little fcuspct.-lu- g

what was to follow, she came down
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