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disposal to punish violators of the law 1

instead of proclaiming abroad their
knowledge of widespread lawlessnesswhy have they not imparted their al-
leged information in such a way thatthe evil of which they complain might
be checked As it is they are but re-
tailersbailers of scandal repeaters of
prurient stories that have been rolled
as sweet morsels under the tongues of
salacious gossips out of two thousand
such cases as they describe resulting
in at least one thousand births sincejanuary 4 1896 they surely must havebeen able to prove enough to give some
color to their reckless assertion rutbutperhaps they will fall back on the fol-
lowing section of resolutions

fourth that this situation may beperpetuated and this peculiar institu-
tion nourishflourish that ubiquitous tthinghing
known as church influence so affectsa ffacts
menluen that those who could testify to
this lawlessness are silent juries refuseto find indictments and officers makeno arrests hence religious adultery
goes unpunished and the kingdom
grows apace from the heads of the
church down polygamy nourishesflourishes

what are we to understand from this
remarkable assertion reflecting as it
does not only upon the juries but upon
the officers of the law in this state do
the presbyterian ministers wish us to
understand that they are themselves so
affected by what they call church in-
fluence that they have been silent
when they could have testified against
the alleged lawlessness prevailing in
utah Is it possible that mormon
church influence is so potent and

ubiquitousvitous that even presbyterian
preachers are afraid to testify specifi-
cally before juries and officers of the
law of that which they are not afraidaoto allege generally by public resolu-
tions if what they say is true they
are accessories after the fact to the
offense of what they term religious
adultery they are willing to act as
taleitale bearers among the people but not
toao risk prosecution for perjury or libel

r rbyby swearing out direct charges of that
which they impersonally proclaim upon
the housetops they seem willing to
turn detectivesdetec that they may nose outoui
something which they can use torfor the
detectiondeledtion of readers whose literary
palpalatesatLis desire spicy pabulum but
unwilling todoto do anything which would
be of service IA magnifying the lawavery Cbchristianristian position to take
trulyamly perhaps they will explain that
they do not pretend to know of those
cAcascci of which they speak but they
uvie merely come to their notice
this will not help their cause in the
least it will stamp them as scandal
mangersmangerfl tattlersbattlerstattlers vainaln babblersdabblersbabb lers dis-
pensers of idle stories pandererspanderers to
vile tastes of the power of
the pulpit all this for the malicious
purpose of injuring a whole commun-
ity on rumors about the acts of a few
otof its members

butbat there laIs another turn to this teriter
cibil tale polygamy nourishesflourishes does
R can anyaay of these prevaricators
point to a single easecase of polygamy in
the mormon church since the issu-
ance ofof the Mani teata of octoberOct lober 6

M the term polygamy has a
aklfell defined legal and lingual meaning
it lain in law the offense of marrying
during the lifetime of a lawful and un
divorced wife or husband the goffenaoffe nafe
pfaf polygamy Is distinct and dIfferdlf terenteat
vomfrom that of unlawful cohabitation
they understand that very well if
hebek do not they are densely ignorant

efbf termstams with which everybody of or

inanark intelligence in utah toIs familiar
in bending abroad the statementot that

the heads of the Church down
atawaylidhyarny nouri shw they to
body to oehe people of the united

states the false idea anit polygamous
marriages are still in this
state they also www that such
a statement is utterly and atrociously
untrue in the midstmidat 0 the peculiar
conditions of society in ubah a polyga-
mous marriage could not possibly takebake
place without becoming known there
are officers of the law who would only
be too ready to pounce upon the par-
ties and bring them to justice these
presbyterian mInIsministersLers themselves if
they only knew of such a case and
could prove it would be eager to step
forward as complainants even if only
for ahehe purpose of proclaiming to the
nationn the perfidy of the mormonscormonsMormons
the fact thatchait there are no prosecutions
for polygamy in utah is a potent and
oamcomplete dental of the slander emanat-
ing from the utah presbytery in their
meeting wtat manti

and now a word abbat the condition
of family affairs among thosetho se who in
good falthfaith many years ago contracted
plural marriages under church regula-
tions and sacred covenants binding
upon them as they conscientiously be-
lievelieve both torfor time and eternity when
utah was admitted as a state in the
union it was with the understanding
not to say contract except by the state
constitution thatthat popolygamouslygan aus mar-
riages in utah would cease that un-
derstandingder has beonbeen strictly and re-
ligiously adhered to by the authorities
and members of the mormonmarmon
church it has not been aloviolatedvlolaistedted in
any particular attat the stamesame time
there was a tacit understand-
ing not to say contract that
the dead strife should be burled
that family obligationsons already entered
into and maintained torfor years should
not be disrupted that men should be
permitted without legal jeopardy to
care for support and recognize their
and perform a manly and humane duty
to those thus dependent upon them
the proof of this understanding existsI1 ts
in the cessation of wholesale prosecu-
tions for unlawful cohabitation the
abandonment of the system of espion-
age which once prevailed and the
good feelings which have taken the
place of those animosities that separ-
ated mormonscormonsMor mons and gentiles on ac-
count of social conditions who does
not appreciate the change who is
there lnin utah that desires to return to
the old conditions no one unless it
be these presbyterian prevaricators
and persons of their ilk there is no
public scandal except what they raise
or promotekoie society is as serene and
pure and chaste in utah as in any other
state of the union

it is true that men who contracted
plural marriages in the old times re-
fuse now to repudiate the families
whom ttit tois their duty to cherish andsupport As fta rule they do this as
clogcloselyelk as possible withinbahin the law it i

may beas was naturally expected that
there are some few cases of the kind
mentioned by the religious gentlemen
who wish to raise a rumpus but that
their wild assertions are huge
exaggerations will not bbe de-
nied by any truthful and well
informed resident of the state whatgood purpose can be served by these
occasional fulminations from pro-
fessed christian nministers in
polygamy stopped in 90 how long
will it take to entirely remove even
the appearance of plural family asso-
ciationsciati ons can any moral good result
from the stories that proceed from
these religious cliques 7 i will anything
be accomplished for torfor
good doctrine for social order by this
stirring up of offensive matters it may

I1 result in bringing in dollars arand dimes
to the presbyterian collectcollectionio boxes

Moutside of utah which appears to battthe only practical object to be at i
bained but how will that count INagainst the evil effects and how arldws Vthat balance in the great day orof acaae A
counts against the falsehoods berver Y

aad exaggerationsexaggerate of the etab 9

presbytery zir T
it is related of christian mission-ary work in heathendom that a poly-gamous

4

garnous chief converted to one of ehfenumerous modern religious sects wilkwas
instructed that he could not receivebaptism until he had separated
all his wives but one after pa timegimelsUaw lreturned to the minister and announcesional 13
himself a monogamist being quest 61

as to what he had done with bar H
plural wives he promptly lepitUme eat emcm do our christian arlfriends 3expect the mormonscormonsMor mons to aluffimarily dispose of their plural faslfas l
illes to please the presbytery 1
are the wives who entered into mar
ariage relations honestly rellreligiouslybously ana
devotedly to be cast oftoff to becomebecomesbecomeXpublic charge to be exposedexpose as a 1iranto the libidinous and to bee shututfrom the society bofot those whom
hold most dear shame on the uca 4
fessedly pious perverters of the tiaallwho wish to harrass and destroy
pie because they cannot convert th
if polygamous marrmarriagesiageR were i bertaa
solemnized in utah and thus the icevival and continuation of former gbochat
conditions were threatened there maissl
be some reasonable pretext torfor aninmormon outcry but everybody hethknows that such unions have ceasceased I1

this state and can see that in the vnature of things if let alone theution will gradually and speedily
come obsolete the better classes of I1
faiths and parties recognize this tahave no desire to stir up a conconflictto return to the strafes of tthe ante
and it may be safelyely avowed tehsta be bro
about as certain disappointed andlicious sectarianssectarians appear to desiremormon people will not be the ggrea
sufferers from the change tlmarplots may write that down toin tdiaries and embody it in their turesolutions itif they choose at any
they should read mark learn anicanikisanifISvariably digest it and it maylway
them to mind their own busbusinessluese
fallsfails to hinder them from berverthe truth i

the next resolutionn reads thus
fifth if a person haa the ttemeto call public attention tobo this gabaft

affairs he is roundly denounced asa
enemenemyy of the ppeople and soonoon becoaware of the unfortunate blun
has made wardwant of employment i
ing business or a sultry state fatmosphere either or all otof ttheallhim thant iaa change of blocs
will be convenient hence pepeopleogle va
newspapers that hope to do00 bbuhetehere aiandd enjoye our salubrious cdfindbud it advantageous to discuss
tacanan the present situation ininHtell

the insinuation in the foregoingforego iniis that it is unsafe for N
who speak againstagainsit the im
live in utah it is but the old
ed and decayed slander gailan
tto0 new form toito serve the PUpurposeU
reverend defdetamersamers in holy or
for years and years it was flalai
the wires printed in the dallydaily
copied by the religious press
peapettedted in the pulpitspulpit of the aliuct
the refutation of the fal 04
made complete by the ffailajut id

rs to adduce a alarnglegle oai
actual injury to a gentile lovor to
the truth about the lift
preachers of different deboom
have lived by libelling the Flandand have never been
people whom they
byterlan preachers and ttecc
havihave scattered fal at

sa


