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MUSIC IN THE SCHOOL.

The regular general meeting of the
city school teachers was held teday,
Ocieber 28, The chie! feature waa an
address by Prof. QGeorge U. Younu,
director of music in the Balt Lake
City schools. Hoe eald:

The genius of mugic is as old ar
creation., In the twllight of history
the “music of the spheres’® was but
the prelude to a ecieuce that has gom-
manded the attentiou of ‘the profound-
est thinkera of all times, aud the de-
velopment of an art1hal appeals to the
highest type of culturo.

Aud yet the three famous verses on
Peter Bell, to whom

**A primrose by the river's brim
A yellow primrose was o him,

And it waes nothing more.*®
might be readily paraphrased, and in
thelr new settiug be justly applied to
the crusty Dr. Johnsone, the zelf.
elected critios, aud to A large olues of

reeumably intelligent people to
whom music s mere sound and
spothing more. *?

Ifior nooth r purpose than to serve
a8 8 Ineans of defense agajost the un-
warrantéd assumptions of those wuo
woulu deny the potency of muslo as
an agent for inteilectunl and motal
growth, it may not be unioteresting
for- us to pause s moment mt the
{hteshold ot this ulscuseion to i.ote
whut some ot the master minds of the
world have said about it,

Plato wryle, **Music is a moral law.

It gives x syul to the universe,
fiight to the imagination, a
charm to sadnees, gajely and

life to everything. It)s the vasence ol
order, and leads to all that is good, just
and heautitu), oif which it is the inviai-
hle, but ueverthvless duzzling, pazsion-
ate snd eternal form.*?

s'Musie,* esid Guther, **is one of the
pest arte. The notes breathe life loto
the text. Muslodrives away padness,

nickens and retreshes the heart. It
{s balf the discipline, and makes men
more gentle, more mudert and seusible.
Muslc 1 have always luveu, * A schoul
master must Enow how to sing elss [
wlil have votbing to do with him. It
1s & beautifui and noble gire of God.””

Beecher eateemed muslc 8o highly as
to take the ground thst “in singing
you oulie Into Bympsthy Wwith the
ifruth as you perhaps never do undet
the preachlog of a discourse.?

That wonderfully gifted woman,
Maryaret Fuller, wrote in her journal
in rexard to the jufluence of music, ¢4
felt rajred above all ¢are, all pain, 'ail
feal, 8nd every Llaint of vuigarity was
washed out of the world.?’

The Grand Old Man of Englaud eays,
«They who think musipo ranks among
the trifies of existence are In gross er-
ror, because from the beginning of the
wotld down to the present time 1t has
been cue of the most furocible instru-
mwenls both for training, for arpusing
and for governing the spirit of man.*

Even the trenchaut Catlyle found it

ossible to rise abuve the muttertngs m
nis diecontent into the serene atmos-
phere of music, when he eaid, **All
inmost things are meiodlous; naturaity
utler themselves jm rong. 'I"ha nesn-
ing of song gues deep. Who is Lhere
thwt, In logical worde, can express
the effect music has on us? A kiud o1
mgrtlnulnle, unfathomahle speech,
which leads us lo the suge of the Infi-

nite, and leteur for moment’s gaze jnto
thai]*

Irtbese estimates are true, and they
might be almuat indefinitely muiti-
plied, we may ut once clalm a8 place
iof music s 8 regulat hranch of in-
struetion in public school educatioun;
and 1f it possesser sufficient merit tu
justily such a ¢laim, Ite value, from
whatever point ol view it may be re.
yarued, ls wortb rpome gunsideration,

'be one great value that music pos-
sesges goneiats in the relation that it
bears to other studies, aiding thetu
both directly and indirectly by means
of this guntact. While it stimuintes
the fapulties in general, it reuders us
little asnistance In the cultivativn of
the will, it streugtheps the memory,
inepires the imagination, Jeads o hut-
its of exact thought, and prowotes
gruceful expreselon in reasding and
speakiog. In every song a child at-
tempta tu Interpret, he is stralning toe
eye, the enr, the memuoury, the voice,
each perfurming a dietinct service, yet
blendiog in one the thought the pong
is intended to convey, nor must we
forget  ihat bepeath these outward
furme iies the pileat influence of Lnat
inward grace, tbe training of the
emotional nature, and the cultivation
of that peouliar sy mpathy which hu.
man nuature Always demands, hut
which 18 so depirable in ghild-life,

Perhaps the more immedlate effect
of music as & relaied study is apparent
in the work of reading, It is very evi-
dent that the cultivation of the soit,
pure tone u! vuicein every singing
exerclse, whetber that exercise be a
practical drill or 8 soug for recreation
simply, cannol pass witbout, in a [arge
measure, reactiog on the vooal drilis
incident Lo Lthe reading lesson. It does
not o1 necessily follow tuat & good
singing echool musl be a good reading
achool, but, other tbiugs belug ¢gqual,
the child that uses its vYoloe corectiy fu
slnging will gnow bow Lo uee it gor-
ectly in reading. Speech muy be made
melodous,jand the testimony ol those
who have taken the pains to look julo
the results in this regard is unanjmous
in support ot the belie that the rapju-
Iy fauluyg sing-sone and drawl of Lhe
reading olass of our earlier years is
lurgely due to the influence of music
in the school room. 1i reading is thua
made better, all oral work may be jm-
proved; aud if proper articulation,
olear enunclation, and ocorrect Intona-
tion be made »u eseential part of every
musical exercise, it will murely bear
fruit in promoting flexibility, fuelljLy.
correctness in everything in which
out pupils are expeocied to exprese
themselves in any Way whatsqever,

Again, were music desired (for dle-
cipiinary purposes merely as 8 mesans
of guntrol, it would be found to fully
mest ail that could reasonably be de-
manded of it. How ofien does it aot
ap A safety valve through which »n
overflow of boyish fun or girlish mie-
chief may expend iteelf, anu thus, in
the pleasantest way possihle, harmon-
lze the disgordant elements that =o
frequently arise belween muscular aund
inteliectual aetivity? Periode ot unrest,
mments of fear, and occaslons of
nervous excitement may all be ¢on-
irolleu by some simple song.

A nothet source of more than ordin-
ary value ju the study of vocal music,
and one Which §8 of vital interest to
every person, {s the service 1t renders

in the proraotion of heaith. It acoom-
plisnes this directly, by the exercise
which it pives the lungs and other
vital orgaune; and indlrectiy, by the
cheerfulness nod gewal flow of spirits
whoich it Is the prerogative of music to
bestow. Vocal music cannot be per.-
tormed withour an inoreased action of”
the lungs; and an iuoreased action of

the Jungs Decesparily causcs an.
increased actloe  of the  heart
and of all tbe organe of uigee-

tivn and wvulritlon, Fbesioger briugs
& greater guantily of wir in coplact
with the blood. Hence the blood fe!
better purified apu vitalzed, Good
blood gi1ves niore agtive aud vigoreue
piay tonll the organe of absorption, as-
similallen, and execution. 'The better
these funclions are . erformed, the
purer will be the influences which
ascend Lo the brain., Toe soientifio
pbysiclogist can trage the effecis of
aslnging from the luugs into the blood,.
from the blood into Lhe piocesses of
nulritiun, and back =«gaino into the
blood, into the nDervee, and, finally
froimn the wnole vital tiseue into Lne
brain, to be there developed inte Lthe
flower apu f(ruit of cbeertulness, in-
creased health, increased strength, and*
prolonged life,?

lu support of the foregoiug, and es-
peciaily ot tbe preceding stalement,
w bich s given from a musical polnt of
view, | beg Lo quote the opinion of Dr,
Cuartes Warreu, of the United Stutes
bureau of euwucaiiou. He says: “It
is well to remember that slpging, w hen
well und graduaslly done during the
whole aghuol life, affects tavorably
uistinctness of hearlog, the bealth
of the .throat and iubgs, the
stution and carriage ot the b,uy, and
the development and shape ol the
tbeorax; that by judiciwus alternation
with other studles i1l preserves the
oeautiful cbildish capscity of quick
perception Aud reteutive memory,
while it does nol interlere with the
acquitement of that tenacity aud con-
tinujty in ao effort wbich wili be jvund
useful lu later life; anu that ol ail arts
itle among the most soclal, vatural,
humanietic and permaneut in all the
occupations and re<ponelbllities of ma-
turer life and cullure.?’

Befote so intelligent an audience it
is needless (or me to enlarge upou the
iufiuence o! musei¢ in relation Lo the
deveiopment oL the mora! nature.
Not a smalipartof Lthe earnest teacher’s
work is to lllustrate buth by precept
and sexample the moral value of re-
fined pleasures, and I assume thatiyou
appreciste the advantage that musig
aflorde in this particular,

For the same reason I shall jrefer but
briefly to musio s a means of culture,
awakening and refreshing ae it does
the lntellectual actlvities, cultivating
the phantasy, and louchiug the iife of
the soul rar beneath the analytic
processes of thought, tbus abid-
ing with ue as an agency for good in
our atrivings tor the ideal lite, This
power which reasches out into the in-
finite (ot ite iunspiration, Lhis force
which permeates all nature, is not an
emotional fancy, is vot the caprice of
s me turhulent soul, s nol the whim
of pome day-dreacaet’s vagarios. Tuke
the best of Bach, Beetboven, Men.
delesonn,bozart, Chopin of Schuman,
let it euter Into one’s inner life and
become sn esseutial part of his being,
“what culture can he lack that woutd



